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COLLECTION OF CONTRIBUTIONS 

Arransements for payment of contributi~ns in currenc~ 
other than United States dollars 

Report of the Secretary-General 

l. On -~,lr- recommendation of th~ Cc"lllD.ittee on Contributions, the ( ~neral Assembly 
at its -~wf~-·lvr-fii'th session (res,)lution 2654 (XXV), subparagraph ~c)), authorized 
the Secx·etar.t·-Gens-ral to accept, rt his discretion and after consult!l.tion with the 
Chairman cf the Com:aittee on Con-';;x::.butions, a portion of the cont.ibution of 
Member States for the financial 12ars 1971, 1972 and 1973 in curre;.1cies other than 
United States dollars. That action reaffirmed the continuation of the annual 
arrangements made by the Secretary-General for the acceptance of part of Member 
States contributions in non-United States currencies as authorized by the C~neral 
Assembly since 194?. 

2. The SecretarJ-General has reported to the Committee on Contributions at its 
thirty-first and thirty-second sessions on the arrangements made for payment of 
contributions in currencies other than United Sta.tes dollars for the years 1971 and 
1972 (A/CN.2/R.293 and 303). 

3. In connexion with the arrangements for 1972, the Committee, in its 1972 report 
to the General Assembly (A/8711, paragrHph 35), noted that "in making the 
arrangements for payment of contri butio,' -: in non-United States currencies, the 
Secretary-General had, as recommended by the Fifth Committee, given absolute 
priority for payment in each currency to the country whose currency it was". 

4. At its session last year, the Committee on Contributions, on the recommendation 
of the Fifth Committee, also reviewed the criteria for the selection of currencies 
in which Hernber States could effect payment of part of the annual contribution to 
the United Nations regule,r budget. The Committee reported on the matter in its 
report to the General Assemb~y at its twenty-seventh session (A/8711, paragraphs 
36-39) and expressed the following opinion: 
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11In the light of the above considerations, the Committee is of the opinion 
that the present policies and criteria governing the selection· of · · ' 
currencies other than United States dollars should be maintained. In this 
connexion~ the Committee noted that in spite of the difficulties involved, 
the possibilities of extending the list of curr(:mcies in which contribution 
paYlJlents can be accepted continue to be explored by the Orge..nization. 11 

~rangements for 1973 

5. The arrangements for the acceptance of contribu·~ion paynients in non-United 
States currencies in 1973 'tvere therefore made basica:Uy on the same line~ as in 
prior years. The list of acceptable currencies included those in which !t was 
es·&imated that substantial or relatively large amoun·ts would be required for the 
financing of United Nations budgetary expenditures in 1973, namely: 

Austrian schillings 
Belgian francs 
Chilean escudos 
Ethiopian dollars 
French francs 
Indian rupees 
Israeli pouna.s· 
Lebane3e pounds 

Mexican pesos 
Netherlands guilders 
Pakistan rupees 
_Pounds sterling 
S-vTiss francs 
Syrian pounds 
Thai baht 

Tbe Secretary-Gene:r.a.l, on 5 Janus.-..-:r 1973, informed ~~[ember States of the currencies 
in which contribution payments e0uld be accepted and. set out the terms and 
conditions for the acceptance·of payments'in such currencies. The text of the 
Secretary-General's communication to Member States on ·this subject is annexed 
(annex I). 

6. In response to the replies received from Member States to the Secretary
General's communication~ arrangements were made to e~ccept from 10 Hember States a 
total equ.i valent to $12.2 million in nine non-Uni tecl States currencies ~ as shown 
iiJ~ the annexed statement (annex II). The payments · Mcepted in currencies other 
than United States dollars were limited for each cw:•rency to the amount needed by 
the United Nations for the financing of budgetary expenditures. Furthermore, the 
SE~cretary-General has continued· to give absolute priority for payment in each of the 
cu.rreucies required to the country ifhose currency it· is. It will be noted that no 
MEm!ber State, including those countries w:.:ose currencies they are, has wished to· 
make payment in certain of. the 15 acceptable currendes, such as Belgian francs, 
LE~banese pounds~ Hexican pesos~ Netherlands "guilderfJ, Swiss francs 9. Syrian poun'ds 
and Thai baht. · · · 

!!1ture arrangements 

7 ., Because of the continued intere.st shown by a numbe~ of Member States in paying 
part of the annual contributions in certain no~-Uni15ed States currencies, the 
Cmnmittee on Contributions mey wish to recommend th1!3.t the· Secretary-General should 
b~ authorized by the General Assembly to make simil19.r arrangements as in the past 
f<)r the period 1974-1976. 
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The s~cretary-C~neral of the United Nations presents his compliments to the 
t~nister for Foreign Affairs ••.• 

Unner sub:paregraph (c) of General Assembly resolution 2654 (XXV), the 
Secretary--Genere.l 'tras authQrized to accept a portion of th~ cor"t:r:i.butions of 
Hember States for the years 1971, 1972 and 1973 in cur:.~encies ot:1er than Un~_ted 
States dollars. 

The non-U::1ited States currencies in which it is estimated that substantial 
amounts ;,rill he required by the United Nations for the financing cf expenditt..:res 
in 1973 e.;:·r; th~ following: 

Au:;trian schillings 
C£1ilean escuios 
V.;ld.opian dollars 
Is::r:-aeli pounds 
N1e:dcan p.;:;sos 

Netherl&!ds guild~rs 
Pounds sterling 
Swiss francs 
'l'hai 'baht 

In add:Ltion, a liiJ1ited amount is ~stimated to be required in the following 
currencies: 

Belgian f::-aPcs 
Fr2::1ch f:z·ancs 
Inili an rupees 

Lebanese pounds 
Paldst'3.n ::i.~upees 

Syrian pounds 

It ~dJ.l ~ therefore, be possible to accept pa.y'1!l.ent of part of the contributions 
of He:nb:~r States for 1973 in the a~·)·ve currencies. If Hember States should wish to 
effect pa:rment in rc:sJY::O!ct of their 1973 contributions in one or mor·e of these 
c·x·.:o-c2ncies, it \roU:..d ,-,e appreciated if notification to that effect could be 
rec.';ived as soon P.S possib:e and :in any event not later than 15 February 1973, At 
the s3.1D.e time, indication shc·t!ld be given of t':le maximum a.mou.'1t that the Gove!'nment 
wou.:Ld wish to remit in each of the currencies selected for payment and the 
approximate date by which such remittA-nce or remittances could be expected. 

Hember States that have replied affirmatively prior to 15 February 1973 will 
be e.a.vised as soon as possible thereafter of the specific amou.'1ts that may be 
remitted in the currencies indicated by them and the bank accoun.ts to Hhich 
deposit should be made. It will, of course, be appreciated that the e:xtent to 
which the wishes expressed by Hember States can, in fact, be accommodated will be 
dependent on estimated United Nations eA."Penditures in non-United States currencies 
and that these, in turn, will be directly affected by the promptness with which 
such currencies are made available. 
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As in prior years, payment of contributions in currencies other than United 
States dollars will be subject to the~ cor~iit:lons set out in the follo;~ing 
:paragraphs. 

It is a general condition of acce:ptance the,.t aJ.l cur:l:'enc:i es remitted for 
effecting payment of contributions should reprerzent, transferable funds that can 
be used, without. fu:r.ther nE:gotiation wi·thin the exchange regulations of the 
countries concerned, for all expenditures incurred by the United Nations within the 
count~J in whose currency payment is made. 

The dollar equivalent of contribution payments: in currencies other than 
United States dollars will be calculated at the moe:t favov.rable rate of exchange 
E~ffective on the date of payment and available to the United Nations for conversion 
of dollars into the respective currencies. 

If at any time dt;;dng the yeal" follo11'ing the date of payment of contributions 
in non-United States currencies theJ~e should occur a :reduction :in the exchange 
value of an allocated cur:t-ency in terms of United E~tates dollars, l'-iember States 
ma;y be required, upon notification, to make payme:o.t to cover. the exchange 
variations as from the effe-ctive date of the changE~ in rate. 

Payrr.ents in o.ollars of the contributions to the United Nations regule.r budget 
should b~~ cred:i. ted to : 

United Nations No. 1 Accmmt 
Federal Reserve Bank of NE~w York 
33 Li'berty Street 
New Yorks NY 10045 
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Arrangements for paym2nt of contributioLs in currencies other than United 
States dollars for 1973: 

q,m:-rency of pRy~ 

Austrian schillings 

Chilean escudos 
a/ Czechoslovak korunas-

Ethiopian dollars 

French francs 

Indian rupees 

Isr:~e:a pounds 

Pr>..3.:.stan rupees 

Po"Unds sterling 

~ber State 

Austria 

France 

Czechoslovakia 

Ethiopia 

Czechoslovakia 

India 

Israel 

United States of P.merica 

Pakistan 

United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern 
Ireland 

TOTAL 

1,030,965 

850,000 

35,000 

74,979 

300,000 

300,000 

374,987 

600,000 

300,000 

8,294,585 

12,160,516 

a/ Czechoslovak korm1as were not included in the Secretary-General's list 
of acceptable currencies owing to the relatively small amount required for the 
financing of the United Nations Information Centre in Prague. In response to a 
request by Czechoslovakia, it was agreed to accept the total amount needed by the 
United Nations in Czechoslovak korunas. 
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