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1. In response to the request of the Committee o~1 Contributions at its 

:previous sessions, the Statistical Office has prepa.red the attached four tables, 

whic'la show the latest aYailable statistics on external public debt in r~lation 

to exports of goods and services, to international reserves and to national 

income of indiVidual countries. 

2. The four tables show data for Member States 14hich are classified 
11 developing" countries by the World Bank and which are assessed above 0.1 per 

cent in the 1978 and 1979 scale. The data are presented in terms of ratios 

~~ich inQtcate the level of indebtedness for the years 1974, 1975, 1976 and 

1977 and the level of international reserves for the same years. 

3. The components of external :public debt selected are: external public debt 

outstanding, new :public debt, and debt servicing separated into interest pay

ments and amortization. Table 1, Table 2 and Table 3 show for each country the 

ratio of the aforementioned components of external public debt to export 

earnings, to international reserves ax1d to national income, respectively. Table 

4 :pres~nts the ratio of international reserves to e;~ort earnings and to national 

income. 

4. The items for the pur:pose of the attached tables are defined as follows: 

External public debt outstanding includes all debt that is owed at the end 

of the specified year to creditors outside the debtor country in foreign 

currency, goods and services, with an original or extended maturity of 

79-14417 
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over one year and that is an obligation of the national Gov a ·nmens, of a 

political subdivision, or an agency of either, or of an autonomous public 

body. It also inch:;.des external private debt guaranteed by a1ry of the 

foregoing, The som·ce of all the external public debt figures is the 

World Ba.nk - World Debt Tnbles. --·-----
li,E>;l><r ;puhlic de~ re:presents the tote.l emount of loans for -w·hich-eontracts 

were signed by Governments in the year ~pecified. 

In.terest payments refer to those made ln foreign currency during the year 

on the public debt outota.nctL:'l£. 

Amor~:izatlon refers to re-payments on llrinci:pe,l of rmblic debt ou.r;&: tanding 

made dL~ing the year specified. 

Debt servicing is equal to the total of interest p.1.yments a~1d amo:rt.l~?.tion 

during the year specified. The figure shown unc.er debt serv-tcing ·~ ~ e~ 

given country is alvv"a.ys the sum of the figures .sho'\lm under interest j, ay

ments and amortization, except for rounding. 

E~rt earnings refer to goods fuid services, i.e., including items sucA as 

travel, transport, insurance services and investment income. The source 

of the export earnings figures is IMF - Internatlonal Financial Statistics. 

International reserves ref'er to a country's holdings of gold, foreign 

exchange, Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) and reserve positions in the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF). The f'igures used for calculating the 

ratios represent the holdings position at the end of each of the specified 

calendar years. The source of these figures is TI\ffi' - International 

Financial Statistics. 

5· For definitions and statistics of national income used, reference is made 

to document A/CN~2/R.412. 
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