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In addttion to th~ info~t-ton in document E/CN .2/113 ar:a E/CN ;3/118 

concerning thf3 work of the Leagu~· oi Natio~s in 'tlle fie'ld· of standardi.ziition of 

accident s_tat·i~tics 1 and .that o__i the. ECE Inland T~ansport Co•nr:J.i ttee -'based 
• . • ! ~, , · ' r • , • • , , , , I .. , 

on the work of the League, the attention of the TranSport and Connnunicat-ions 
• • • • : • ' • • ,.J 

Commission and. of tlw Statistical Commission '!.s dra"'-n to· the fact 'that the· 

International stitis.t:i.cal Classifj0ation of Diseases; Injuries, ·and ·causes of 

Death,1/ adopted ~4 July 1948 by the'First World Health Assembly-classified and 
. . 

defines inter alia injuries and deaths resulting from road traffic·accidents. 
---:---~ - .. . . . 

Regu~ations governing the application by Member States of the· World Health 

Organization (WHO) of the classification and definitions relating thereto were 

iseued at the same time and ca~ intb' force on 1 January 1950.. According to 

the Regula~i~ns, M~mb~~ Gciv~rnments. shal·i'.co~piui and publish mortality and 

morbidity statistics in accordance with the International otatistical Classification 

unless they notified the Director General of wgo before 24 July 1949 of :rejection 

of 1 or of reservati.ons to, the Bceulati.on~. 

This is brought to the attenUrm of the Connnissions because of ita bearing 

on any work which rna::! be underta~.~~n Fi t.h a- view to the standardization of road 

accident statistics. The purposes of the standal.•diza.tion of road transport 

accident statistics as undertaF~n by t~e League of Nations Committee for the 

1/ Bulletin of the World Health Orcanization·, Supp1ement 1. ManUal of the 
Intern..<ttional Statistical Classification of Diseases, In,~urtes, and Causes of 
Death, Sixth Revision of the International Tests of Diseases and Causes of 
Death, adopted 1948. Volume I,. World Health Organization, Geneva, 
Switzerland, 1948. 
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Unification of Road Traffic Statistics and by the ~ Iniand Transport Committee, 

and as·provided by the International Statistical Classificatlon are so~what 
djfferent as the former are concerned more particularly with the manner ih which 

l"oad accidents happen and with their prevention whereas the latter is concerned 

~.i :·.'h. shm'ling the extent of loss of human life. and d$nage to·. health. resulting 

:f:::·om roai ace idents. However, despite this difference in purpose, 1 t would. 
' . ,., ' . . 

appear to be essential to avoid differences in definition and classification which 

would result in divergent statistics. 

The problem of avoiding divergence in statistics compiled with these 

different purposes was recognized by the League of Nations Committee for the 

Unification of Road Traffic. Statistics whic~ made the follo-wing recommendation:lf 

"9 •. The Committee reco:mmenC:.s that countries which do not yet 

apply the' scheme of classification of accidental deaths contained in 

. the. 'International Conventio~ on the No~~clature of Causes. of Death, 

signed at Faria on October 19th, 1929, should adopt· this system, and_ 
. . . 

that the ~oad accident statistics outlined above should be accompa~ied, 

if possible, by statistics of de~ths due to means of transport, 

compiled according to this scheme." . . 
Since then th~ International Convention o~ 1929 has been supersede4 by . ~ . . . . . - . . \ ~ . . 

\>lHO "Nome~·lature RegulS:tions ·1948'' wh:icJ:l ~lac) contain ~n~to~ provisions 

for compiling and publishing a~at~stics of injuries 'reaultinB from accidents. 
' . . . . 

It would appear, therefore, that any work undertaken in the field qf 
• • • ... l • .··' • • 

road accident statistics should be carried Qn .in close consultation with the 

WRO. 
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