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INTRODUOTibN 

· · The Secretary-General·ts l"Erp6j:.~ to ~h~ fou:r:i~h session of the Transport and 

Communications Comiliission·on the subject of inter~tional road transport 

suggested ~i th !'aspect to further internat.ional-aqtio:r: that· the problem in the 

field requ:lritl[~; earliest consideration '\>TaS -perhaps that of CUStOms fo~lities · . . 
in view of the developments which had ~lready occurred and suggested that the 

Commission misht at its fifth session wish to donside~ the recommendation of 

further steps .in this connexion. 

Meanwhile the Secretary-General received a joint letter, dated 18 May, from 

the General Committee of the Inte.rnati9na.l. To.uring. Al~iance/Inwrnational 
Automobile Fedor~ti~n· (.i.I~/FiA) and the i~ternational Union of Official Travel 

Organizations (IUOTO) urging t~ convenine·by the'United Nations of a Conference 

which should discuss the provisions ·of the Draft International Customs .canventton 

on Touring prepared under the auspices of the Economic Commis~ion for Europe 

(ECE) and conclude a world-wide customs convention on-touring. In reply the two 
. -

organizations were informed that the· .matter would be brought tQ the attention of 

the Transport and Communications Commission at its fifth session in·connexion 

with the review of developments in the field of road. transport ~d in partic·ular . . .. 
with respe~t to de'velopmehts relating' t~ th~ ECE nraft )n~ernational Customs 

',\ • ' ,; ' ' ' I 

Conventions on Touring; on Commercial Road·vehiclea, and on the Transport of 

Goods. As the AIT/FrA .~I:l4 IUOT~ -~ad_ stressed. the fact that· customs fo~lities 
. ' 

for tot~ine rel~te to.all.means· of transport, they were assured' in the reply that 

although taken up in connexion with the review of'problema in the field of· 
. . 

international road transport the discussion of the question of a customs 

convention on tourinG need not be confined to road tran~por~ but might relate to 

all t~pes of transport. · · · 

It may be recalled tha~_the. General Committee· of the AIT/FIA on a previous 

occasion ( s~e. the 8l'UlE)X ~o. d.~cumen:t E/CN .2/40 prepared· for the· second session of 
~ . . . . ) 

the Transport arid Cominunicati-ons CQmmission) brou({ht to· the ~ttentj:on. of, the 

Commission their View.as to the advi~ability of conc~uding a world~nde Customs 

convention on Touring •. In this connexion attention may be drawn to the fact 
that as reported to the fourth .ae.ss~on. of th~ Commission (document E/CN.2/76) 

. . . 
the International Chamber of" Commerce at its. XIIth Coneress held at· Q.uebec 

13-17 June 1949 recommended .. ;'rapi . .d ~dop~ion of th~ ~asures laid down in. the 

/draft (ECE) 
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draft (ECE) cus~oms· conventions regulating for the 't·rhole uorld questions 

connected '"rith travellers -and 'tourist .. traffic." 

. ·The Convention.on Road ·Tl·aff'ic ·in: Article 3 contains general provisions 

with respect to cus-toms forma.litie.~:r Mating to·. the .. temporary :i"mportatton of 

motor. vehicle a. .... The three ECE Drll:ft Customs ·Conventi-ons ·conta:in deta:ned 

ree;ulation,~~ re.lating to customs. fo~H tie~r f.or. ·tourism e.s we.l;l =as 'for ·commerCial 

r.oad ·veh~p·les a:nd. fo~ tra~po~t of goods ·by· ·road; Their appHcat~on reprosenta 

the .first. :pr{3..ctica.l effect ·:wh'lch .has. been·.gi:ven to: such •detailed. .regulations • 

An Internat~.ona;l.: Convention on Tour~Il8 1 <m.:which ·the ECE Draft International 

Customs Convent:ion on .Tou:ring is·· based, wae, howe.ver,· Signed .by a number of 

European countr-ies· in 1937 but ·was nev·er put ·into ·e'ffect, lrhile in the Americas 

the .Second :J;nte.r-American Trav:el-.Congress· and the Fourth Pan Amer.ica.n 'Hi@1l.,ray . 

ConGr.es~, . both meeting in Mexico City tn 1941 . ,jointly. prepared.· draft pro vis ion's 

concerning a system of control for t}le tempor~ry importation.'of· vehicles and· 

r~6.oll1Illl3nded. the1r::ad.option 1-n-?;:q inter..-~::.ican .convention.·· Tb9 ·~a~ter '~raft 

proyisions, which were· similal' to tb9t;1e .of. ,the ·1937 Internr.1.ti--orJB.l. Convention· on 

Touring, were circuiated to 't;he 1949. Vnited. Nations ·conference ·on Rc;>ad and·. 

Motor Transport as document E/CONF.8/9~ 

PROVISIONAL~ AGREEMENT. 'FOR THE APPLICATION OF S 
.ECE· DRAFT. :INTERNATIONAL ,CUSTOMS CONVENTIONS , .. 

The:conclusion on- 16' June ,1949 uride:r. :the· auspices of the ·IDE -of ... the 

A(sTeement for the Provisi.onal·Applicatioh ·of Draft ·rnternat·ion9.·l·Customs 

Convention~ ,:on 'Touring, on ·c·ommarciaf Road··vehi:Cles·,· ana: on::the .Tran,epo:r.~ of 

Goods .by. Road· ·was· reported .. to the fourth= session of .the 'Trartsr>ort.·and· 

Connnu.nications Connnission in document E/CN.2/76. The pr,ovisions of'· the three 

Draft 'Co~ve~tiop_s 'w~~~· sllll$l.rt ~~d·.:i,n, "dOq~n~ E/Q~ ~2/ 5lt. ··pr~pared. ·for.- the. 'third 

session of :the·· Commtssoiori ~ 

.'.A,t~ent1on··is- ·dra,m:to· .. the ·prov-isions of :the.:Agreement wit~ :re·e~ct to ita 

du.ration·and tO'.aC,cessions: tel .it. Arti:O·le'III··:ptiovides ·that. the Acreement :Will 
. . 

relllo9.in in force for a per1.od of three yea:ra, with ·automatic· :itenewal thereafter 

f~r pe:rto.de: .of· one :Y.e-ar·uple~~· :the Contr.~c~tns. Go·ye:~~~ts :a.g~ee ·o.~h~;rwise. 

Article V -providea:'that in the· event- of .the c0nclusfon of,..'t-rorld-wfde Conventions 

and upon tneir 'eritcy irit'6 t'orce···n.a_n.r ~\iei~·rit -'iia!ity'.to OIW '·or inore 'or these 

Conventions shall automatically be· i·egarded.' ·da;.:h~viris ·. d.~~o\m6~d· ·ihe .preJ'l~:q.t 
/Agt.'6e~nt· 
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. . . . 

Agreement with respect to the Dr~f't. Customs 9onventions to which thc.t 

Government has become a partytt. Article VI opened the. AgX'e@~nt until 
• ., • ' ! !''~: : . ' ' 

31 December 1949 for·eie;natur~ by the Governments invited to take part in the 
0 

'0 : .. , t • <
0

, ~ '! 
0 

° ( 0 ~ ' 

0 

° A 

0 

° \
0

0 

preparat~ons of the Draft Conventions,. i .. e. Gove~nts participating in the 
. .. . . · ... , . .-. .· •,' ·:. . . 

work of ECE, and. thereafter .. for .. acce·s~i~~_' by th~· same Governments.' Ho\rever, it 

will b~ ~~c~lleci ·t~~t ari Addi ti.onai ~~to~c.ol ope~d th~ Agrec;ment, in the eve~t . , ~ . ·-:. r: . . ! .. J • • : • -~.. • • • - • • • • ; • , • • 

that the concl~si~~ of world-'wide, conventions were. de~ayad, to acce~sion by all 
- ' . . . ' . . ' . . . . . . . . ~ ' . : ' . . 

States invited to the United Nations Conference on Road and Motor Transport. ' 
' • :••, '> ' •: ' ' ' o •: '' .' t ' ' '', I' ' ~ o ~ • I ! o o • ' ' • 

The latter C?nference ~queste~. t~e Secre.tary:-G6n&ral to d;~.~aw t~e Ad~i.ti~~l , 
- ~ ' • • I • : ' ' 

Protocol to the notice of States. The Secretary-General accordingly drew the . 

. Additional.Protoco~ to the at.te~tio~· of a.lt' States. ~h~~h ha,d be~.n in~i ted to 
• J • • • ' • • • • • ~ ' • : • • : • • 

the United Nations Conference on Road and Motor Transport and trans~itted to 

th~_m certir'ied o.o~iea'. of the . ~e~nt for .the Pro vi~ i;nal·. Application. ~f ~e 
Dr8tft. Int~rnatio~i. Cust~ms Conventtoris'. .. . · · · ·.. ·'. · . · : ::,· .. · .. . .. . . 

I - ' ' ' • . . ' ' ' ,. ·. 
The Agreement has, ho:wever, been. si{::Md. o;r acced~d to only by the following 

Eur·apean ~v~rnments wh~;h hav~ .~~~er~all:~~· t·o. app·~ o~ a .~~'ci~~~cal basis th~··. 
provi.aio~s .of ·~~~··o~· m~~e ~f the: .:Dra.f't Con~~~tion~·: ·.·· ... 

(a) Draft International customs Convention' .on T~ur.inci 
Austria·;· ·:aelg:i.ulJ:/ ;· ·Denmarlc·~· France·,·: Italy, Lul:embO.Urgll, the 

Nethe~lan~sY ,· ~~rw~y, · swed~n; ~it.z~;~nd (~a· ·~he .. ~incipal:l.ty 
of Liechte~stein), the. Un.fted Kingd~m (ahci the ·aoions· 'of ·Aden,· 

·the do:Loniea· of the Windlvard Istands, Cyprus, :Fi.jf, Gibra1ter·, · 

F~der~tion of Malay~, Leeward Islands, M~it~, M~'urf~ius,· North· 

Bor~eo, .Nyasaiand, Sarawak, S~ychelie·~, Sinea~re, .. and soina·u·iand:' : · 

·~ote~·tora te) • 

(b) :Drai't Interna:tionai' Customs Convention 'on Coinme.rc;i~r' :Road: w~hic i~'s 
Austria, Belgi,tun!/, czechoslovakia.!/, Denmark; ~r~~oe, 'I'ta1y, · · 
L..;;,ernbo,;e}.l, the Neth~rlandal:l, ·~o~ay, ·Sweden,. SWitzerland' (~'nd 
the Principality.of Lie~hte~~tein)', ·tinited Ktngdo~'{a~d s·i~r~~ ·' ·· -, 

Leo~e .·and· Si~~~re )': 

• t 

(c)· .. Dra~ cu~to~ ··c6nve~tion on· Inter~tiona{Trans;Eort--.of qp_cids bY Road 
·. Austria,· ~~:J,gium!/; czechoslo~ak1a1/ ~· De~k, -.:F1~ano'a; Italy, 

L':ixembourg!/·, the Netlier!and:s1/, Norway, Sweden,· Swi tzerlarid:· (and· 
the ·Principality ot·tiechtenstein); ....., __ _ 

1:/ Sub·jeot to ratification, which has not yet taken place. These GovernDl&nts 
havs not, ho~~ver, waited for the completion of the ratification procedure 
in order to put the Draft Conventions int~ effeot. /The following 
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The' following Governments have· ttlso Si~ed or acceded to. an Add.ttional 

P:r.otocolg./ to the a~ove Agreement,. concluded o~·l.l .March 195o. (;ep,~rted to the 

1Ta~port and Communications Commission· in·document E/CN.2/76/Add.2) containing 
. . 

provisions govern1.ng the transport·of·goods by container under the TIR. 

(Transport International de Marchandise- ·par :ta Route) regime e.stablished in the 

Draft Conve~tion on the·Transport of Goods by ~oad: ·Belgi~/, Czechoslovakia!/, 

Denmark, F]:'anCe, · Italy, Lux.em.bourcf:-1, the Neth~rlands; ·SWeden·, Swi tz.erland. 

r.fhe -~reement for . the Provta1:onal App.liGa t-fon of the Draft Cuetotlll3 

Conventions entered in for~e on· 1 ~anuary 1950 arid the Draft Customs conventions 

on Touring and on C-:>mmercial Road Vehicles have been e.pplied since that date. . . 

The provisions of the Draft Convention brt jnternetional'Tranoport of Goods ~ere 

however, d.he to certa.in difficuities of a technical chaxacter relatinG to the 

TIR carheti to .be applied from 1 July .. 1950. · Continued 'diffict~lt:!.es in puttiil8 

the. TIR carnet into operation in vien of the nUIQ.erous agreements 'Which havei to 

be negotiated be_ tween guarantors a.nd otistor.ia authorities ·and also bet1·reen 

guarantors a.nd insurance companies have f~ther .. delayed the application of· the 

Draft Convention on the Transport of Goods by Road. 

PROPOSALS OF THE IUOTO AND THE OTA FOR WORLD-WIDE ACTION WITH RESPEC'i' 
· TO CUSTOMS FORMALITIES. FOR TOURISTS 

Annex l contains the· text of the letter of 18 May 1950 refer~~d to ab6ve, 

from the General Committee of the AIT/FIA conjointly witn.the IUOTO prop~sing 

the conveninG by: the United Nations·of a world conference with a view to 

concluding a world-vride customs convent ton in internati6he.l touring. The two 
organ±zatio~s stated the opini9n that although the EbE Draft CustomS Con~ention 

·on Touring should serve as the ba~is of discussion, some of its provisions now 

ap-peared to be inadequate and should be revised • In order to facilitate the 
' 

consideration of this question by the TrartSpbrt arid Communications Commission 

ll 
y 

Subject to ratification. 1. 

'\: :. . ' ·: 

The regulations on construction atid eq,u!~!ft·,of containers prescribed by 
the Annex to this ·Protocol. are cbntP'ru;>a'ble to the· techn~cal conditions 
established ·by the Internatio'~l ~~.iil-ray tr.tiion ·('UIC}. The Interrtati·onal 
Chamber has sponsored a stuffy b~ t~e.!fiternationa~ Bureau of Containers, 
undertaken in co-operation #Hh th~ .tJtb, of ~ possj.ble· revision of the 
UIC 1s conditions w~th a·view. t6 ~rfving·at regula~ions applicable to all 
means of transport~ The work has riot yet been completed. . . 

/the oreenizations 
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the organizations were requested by the Secretariat to elab.orate the:J.r proposals 

for expanding and amending the Draft Inte-rnational Convention on ToUl'il)B. They 

were also asked. to supply informa:cion ori some related ,points. Ar:;, :t~e tP,:antingt·.· 
. . . . . . ., ~ 

by a·· number of countries of wider facilities for· touri~_te was cons_ide~ed by :the 

organizatio~ one of ·the reasons w~y the Draft CustOll$ Conventioh on Touring 

lt1'a.s ·out of datet~ they ·we;~ .. asked inte~-~·-_.to sU:~ply_ ~ Hst of 't~e Euro~an ~
and.. Mi otlie~ ~ count;;.ies .. 'whicn 'gr.hnt. facilities· for ·tourist tra;rfic. in· ~xc~~e . 
of thb.se .inc-~ucled in.Atticles 2 and· j' of the Draft International C~~toms:, 

. . . . . • I I • 

Convent:to'n: on, .Touring; ~-fth an ·ind'iriatton of the natur~ of such ,'greater 
• , • -I • 

facilities. ·· · · · - · 

·· In ·accardarice with th.is request the .World Touring a.tlQ. Automobile 

Organi\iatio~ (st~ocee·d:I;nf];th~--Ge~eral c~~it~~-e .of-th~ AIT/FTA) and the 

International Union of Official Trave·i Organizations in a letter (Annex 2) of 
. . . 

3 January 1951 supplied additional ~nformation and a·set of draft provisions to 

be incorporated in- a vror.ld c~stoms_ conventions on Touring (Annex 3). 

The···ab_ove-I®ntioned organizatio'ne furthermore, in· a letter dated 19 May· 1950, 

broilght· to the att~ntion 9f ~h.~ Di~c-tor, of .. the Tl'a~sport and Communications; 
•. . . ·;;,·· i 

Division, two 'resolut-ions on frontier forinali t.ies, adopted by the Third · 
• • • !; ' ' • • • • • ' • ' ~ 

International, Corig;re·~a a·n· Afri~an Touring, with the request that they be· 
~ . ' . . 

submitted to the appropriate or~ans ·of the United Nat ions :i.n orfler _ to se.cwe 

their world-~ide app:U~a-tioh:' (see document .E/CN .2/103, Trav~l.Q~e~tio'ns)., One 

of these resol.uii<:n1~ re~o~nds the intr.od~ction a! a .i'tourj_st card" :for.·-.··. ·: . 
• ' • • ".1 

facilitating the passage o:i equipment and personal, effects of .touris.ts ·a9r.'?~~. , 

frontiers,.!/ :(n reply to ... an ~nquiry. by the S~cretar:J.at, the OTA and.' th~-- IJlOTO.,
explained this p;roposal· ~n more, qetail in a ~morandum dated. 3 Janu~cy i95:t,.,: _. ; ... :· 

!.1 To be di~ti~:l.~hed f.rbm the "tourist cards" nO\T issued by some _ . .. · ·. 
Governments: 'to %~:l.Qnal'ei of certai~ foreign_ countri"es, 'parmi tting the-ir 
entry w_ithout _p~sspo:rte, into the countries icsuing the cr.t'l:'ds _(13ee 
dc;>c,UliEl~t E/ON .2:/99. ;~on. ;Passports. and. Frontier I1'orraali ties) · 

/CO~CLUSION 
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In considering the question of whether action should be taken "'11th respect _, . . . 
to customs formalities, it would appear to be useful to separate the question 

of touring YThich concerns the various means of transport and the questions of 

commercial road vehicles and the transport of goods. ~lhile some of the 

provisions .of the ECE Draft Customs Convention on Touring and on Commercial 

Boad Vehicles are similar with respect to the temporary admission of vehicles 

and papers relating thereto, provisions for the journey, and the _fuel contents 

of tanks, etc., the problem of customs formalities for commercial road vehicles 

as well as for the transport of goods by road YToul~ appear to be questions of 

regional rather than world~wide concern which might be taken up in the various 

regions along with other ·questions relating to the reaulation of commercial 

road trc.nsport discussed tn document E/CN .2/95 on "International Road Transport: 

Developments and Problems Under Reviewf' .• 

With reference to the question O.f CustoPl$ Formalities relattng to Touring 

the Transport· and Connnunications Comm,1seion mtgllt wish to recommend that · 

Governments be asked to comment on the suitability of the ECE Draft Customs 

Convention on Touring as the basis· of discussion in concluding a world convention 

on this subject and to indicate w·hat changes, if any, '\orou1d, in their viey, be 

required in order to make the ECE Draft Convention suitable for tnis puxp~se, 

based, in the case· of countries which are :provisionally applying-. these 

Conventions urider the ECE Agreement of 16 June 1949,on their experience in this 

connexi-on. At the same time the proposals of the IUOTO and OTA for amending 

the ECE Draft Convention and for the introduction of' a "tou:cj_st card" migllt also 

be brought to the attention of Governments for their comments.· 

/ANNEX 1 
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ANNE:l: !.' 

coMMulri:cATJ:oN .. riA1En 18 MAY i950 FROM THE GEUL ooMiuT'm 
OF THE AIT/FIA AND S IuOTO . 

Mr. Trnsve L,ie, 
Se•:.r::. !".c·''.:, y~r...en~~al, 
Unt·:>~ ·:. .~·::;.. ·i~O.:ls., 

Le.k .. ~ ~;~~ h-:. ~ ~~ 8 s , 
:mr~l :~,o~>j.c · · 

Si:l:·, 

London, S.VJ;l 
18 May ~95.0 . 

The Gsne!'al Comnittee of. the Al:.Uance Interna.ti"One:le de Tourisma and. the· 
, ~ ' ·. 1'· . ·- . . . . . ' ·. . . ' •. ,. . . . . . 

Federation Internationale de liAutomobile 1 ·of ·th~ one part, and the Inte~tional 

Union of .Of~iciel Travel Organi~ati.q~f?, of ~he: .. other part, h.ave· the. ·honOUr· to 

inform you that the third Internati~al African Tourist Conare:ss held at .Nairobi; 

from 4-8 Octobe.r 1949 req~es.ted. the~~ -in ;Besolut.io~ 3 .JC; t.o approach the competent·· . . ' . . ... ' . ' . 
authorities. with a view to making. the .Customs. regulations applied in· the various· 

• ' .• '• •. ' I • •, 

countrie.s. to b?na f~de tourists more liberal and uniform,, these regula Mons: :!n ;: .. 
.. . . ' . ' 

many instances 4a.mperine; ,the touriat·'a .freedom .o;f' ·.movement. .. .• . · . . . ; . . ' ~ . . . . . . 

2. In accorda:J?.ce "fi tl,l this .R~solutiop, ~nd in view.· o:e the: fe.ct thS.t ·tts scope ... · 
• ·, 1 r. ..·· · · · · · 

eoea .beyond the African qont~nent an,d .~efers to a _problem· already dealt l..rith as· : 

a whoie. by ~the' United .Natio~s 'with some f!UCcess' the ~neraJ. OolliiDi ttee and I the' ' .. 

Inte~tiq~·l.~~i·o~ be~' t.o.· ~ub~t .. ~Q .you the ·~~llo~T~ng .comments and · 
• '" ... ,, r • • ' ' "' • ' 

recommendations, asking you .. tq J~~ goo.d enough to .transmit them to the .Economi'c .· . . . . . . . 

and Social Council, in the hope that the views of these t"'o internationa.l 

associattona· may gain the influential support of the United Nations and that in 

due course their suggestions may be put into effect. 

3. The problem referred to by the General Committee and the International Union 

has already_been thoroughly studied by the two bodies. 

~. For instance, within the fra.me"Tork of the International Union of Official 

I'ravel Organizat~ons, reports ·on the subject were presented to' the Oslo Congress 

Ln 1948 and the Luxembourg Congress in 1949; and these congresses adopted 

~solutiQns which \·rare duly brought to your notice. 

/Furthermore, both 
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Furthermore, both. at the third ses~ioh ·.of the Transport and Communications 

Commission iri i949 and at its fourth session in 1950; the .union had the ho~ov.r 
'·. 1 '. ; • • 

to submit to the Transport and Communications Comrltlssion -of the Econom:lc· and . ~ . ' 

Social Council the reports ~ep~oduced -ii;l documents. E/CN ;2/62: ·of. 15 M.srch 1949- · 

and E/C~ .2/7.1/Add.l. of 3Q JBJ?.uary 1950. On these two occasions the COIIIDlission 

~as good e;noush to express its appreciation of the Union 1s.'efforts. 
' I ! 

5. ~en the Draft Inte:r:na tional Customs Convention :on Touring ltas prepared'· 
. . 

ll:Ild~~ t~e auspices. c;>f the Economic .Commission :for El:lro'pe·, the Union· sent as 

delegate to the _meeting .of the Road .Transport Sub-Committee of the Inland· 

~~sport Committ~e .of the Economi,q Commission for Europe, held in Geneva from 

2-5 May 1949, Mr. A. Haulot, Belgian Commissioner General of Tourism and . .. . 

Chairman of its Study Commission on Pass.ports, Visas and Frontier Formalities. 

On behalf of the Union Mr. Haulot pre.s~nte.d to. the Sub~Connni ttee his comments" 
\ . . ~· . 

and p~opof:lals for a more l~beral. pql:J,.cy,: ~~ t{lese were· inco:vporate·d in a 
document distributed to all the memb~J>s of· the Sub-Connnittee. We regret that 

' ' . . ~ . 

no account was taken of thes.e remarks in the . text finally adopted· ·for the D~att" 
Convention. 

6. Next, through .the intermediary: of the European·Cbmmissi0n on Tourism; the 

Inte~~tional Union of Official Travel Organizations succeeded in getting. the 

question taken. up ,agai:Q._ in the Europea.n sphere, and·· on 16 Septemher·: 191.~9 the 

O)!:EC Co-tte~ on Tourism adopted a draft decision-of 'the Councii ·a-sking th~ 

States part.icipat~ng in OEEC to grant both to tourists from across the 

Atlantic tra~lli~ in Europe, and to tourist traffic between the various 
' ' 

Euro~an.countri~s, minimum facilities greatly in excess of ali those included 

in Al;'ticles. 2 and 3: of the. Draft International Customs ·convention. ·on Tourtne. 

There~fter,_ qn 29 .November ·-1949, the OEEC Council adopted a dec:l.~ion · .. · 

ll)aking these s;pe:cial :facilities applicable to tourists from di.stant · overs~·aa 
•, .. 

coUntries, holiday~ng ill. Europe. The Council now has under conaiderafion the· 
. . 

q~stion o:f extending the same system to intra ... Eurcpean tourist. 'travei·. 
• • • I ' • • 'J. 

Although the results so .far achieved· have,. tc{ the·· Union'e·: great regret~ . 

been Confined. to Europe, they nevertheless represent a ·very real ''iidvance ... 

7 •.. The effo.rts of the General Committee of the Allia'nce Internati.6ne.ie ·de·: 
' 

Tourisme and. Of· the. Federation·.Interna.tionale de l'Automobile' a.ls~ spe·ak for. 

themselves. ;rn·.paragraphs. 12 and.l3 of the· memorandum:.'attached t'o its letter 
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·of 26 FebruaJ.jr' 19lfl~ · (A~jt ~ci dociuneh\/:E/CN .2/403) ,' th~ Ge~~r~l comm{tte~ called 

the. attention of th~ compete.H.t iae~cies' of the uhi tea:' 'Natio~ to 'the·· CLdv:i..sablli ty . ' 
·, ' • , ' I •' I • • , 

of ·concludUlg. a 't-Torld-wide Customs Corivent:J.on on Tour~ng. 
' . :. . ' I. . ' , . , , ' : ; :. . . . . 

8. Subsequently, the Economic Commission for Europe prepared the Draft 

·±hternat1..onal· Customs Convention ori' i'ourine; ~hich fnclud~e a s.erie~ of clear ancl. 
. . 

precise provi~ions· ·codifying the procedur~ ~hich ·has actually been follm.,red ·for 

a. c'onsiderabte number of y~ars,_ with rega~d t? "the .te~por~ry 'importat:J.on 'of motor 

vehicles.- The general applic.ation ·or th.ese provisions would undoubtedly mark a 

real step' forward in the field of' international r6~d t;~fflc·~" 'l~:e Generai .. 

Committee, ha~ine; taken~ active part i~ t'h.e prepar~tion of' the Draft Convention 

and submitted a·ufmestions ·on various pofnta·, ·llad hop~d' that it ~rould.be : 
r . · , · 

discussed· on a ,.,.orld-.wide basis ,.,r1 th a view to the· stcnatm·e of the Convent'ion 

by the eieates·t possible' number of ;States',: ~nd' it inf'Ol':med the Secretary-Gene~al 
of the United Nation~ to···tha.t effect b;y 1 t~ ietter bf i5 March 1949 ,' 202/344/49. 
9. S:i.nce the submission :of the ·Dr.;rt Conte-ntio~ to· a ~lorld' 'c'usto~. Conference 

imr"or'tUna.tely' proved. impossible tt··-w~~·· put!.j:nto effe·b-t pro~·i~j.onaily :by 'tlie 

Geneva Agreement of 16 June 191~9 whiQh, in accordance with the Additional 

Protocol 'thereto·,-. is' OPen. for' acc'Eraaion by sta tea~ 

10~·. During discussion o:£' item' 5 of the aeenda at the United Nations ConferenCe 

on Road·· and ·Motor Transport·, the· General' Connn.i ttee once more stressed th~ 
importance of· makinG a customs conventic>n' on.-Tour:in;g w6rld-~ric1:e. ·The ·C'orifere~ce 
did not then consider it·easential to recommend the illDl'lediate conclusion:-df 

world. Cua·toms conventions ;-·but; in the light. of the re-levant statements.' by the 

representative ·of the General Committee, it adopted ti-i~esolution requesting you 

to br'iflG;· the Additional Protoc'ol' to the Geneva. Agree'lllBnt to the notice' of States. 

11.. Diacusslon of the· provisions of the DrB.ft 'Interniit1ona1 cust6mB Convention 

on Touring with a vi~w to the conclusion of a world·wid.e Convent:l,on' 'haa .therefore 

no pla¢e at prese'nt in' the pl-ogram1ne· of "activities'"to•lie· und.ertci.ken·by the' •.'.' 

United. Nation8 in. the: near f'Ut-ure .' 
, .. , 

. ' .:··· 

12·.-' The General bominittee·:· and. the i:nternati'onal' Untori- ventitre ·once· again to 

express ··tne'ir .;.tieu tM.t sub1i. d·:f.s'cusei'ior1 would ·be vaiuab~e· and appr6priB:t& on the 
follb'\firic grounds ~ · : ~.: ;: · ·.. ~-·.J . . . ·.: ... : ; . - ·.; ·. ~ : · \ · · · · · ·. ~: . 

13. Articles· 2, 3: and :·.t,.· oi .the Dt'B.ft·· Converitibn· cont~i~ ··general Customa

reglll.a:tions ~tor the- temporary-- importation 'of ·various· arti'ales. Th6se ·provisions 

are aln\ost. iden~ical with .. the. provisiqns of Articles 1 and 2 of the International 
· . , . - · · /Customs 
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Cus:tom.s Convention. on To~ing, which ~s signed· on 3 J1ulj -1937, but never put . 

into effect. .They w~uld now, .ap_pe~. to be -inadequate· for present requirements 

and would have to b_e radically· amende4: i.I}. a final CorivehtH)n. 

14. I~ particular, -th~ li~t of ,articLes do~tairied in Article 2 of the Draft 

Convention :- li~~ _any list .o~. that kind - cannot l?e -complete and shou.ld not·be · · 

inbluded_ ~n the text. of the Convention, since ·tllie makes the list restricti-ve. 

Furthertn.Qre certain conditions, such as the condition that articles admi-tted 

~uty-free _must bear "oqvious si6'IW .of use", are too· narrow. In ad:di tion, · the 
' . . 
pro~isions of Article 3 of the Draft Convention-require clarification, since 

the expression nsma.ll quantities" is open to a wide variety of interpretations. 

In this connexion, it might b~. expedient to bear in mind the statements by the 

delegate of the Internationa~ Union at the ~etinc of the-Inland Transport 

Co~ttee of the Economic Co~ission.f~r ~\~ope •. It might also be;expe4ient to . 
bring the text into line with that of the decisions adopted by the Oreanization 

for European Economic C~-opemtion. 

15. Furthermore, despite the reminder to. be sent to States, as recommended in 

the above-mentioned resolutiGn ~ th~ Geneva Confer~nce, only ten States,' and all . . •' , . ~ 

of these in Europe, h~ve so far beoo~ I>al"ties ~o tpe Agreement of 16 June 1949. 

16. It therefore seems that the Draft Inte:rnattonal Customs Convention on · · . . ' . ' ' . 

Touring is now out-of-date, since, firstly, its:scope is still limited in fact 

to certain European countries and, secondly, the only States '\oThich have . . 

undertaken to implement its. provisions have since agreed to gr.ant far wider 

facilities to .tourists. 

17. In view. of the foregoing, the General Committee of the. Alliance. 

Internationale de Tourisme and of the Federation Internati~nale de l'Automobile 

and the International-Union of Official Travel Orcanizations consider that there 

is no need to await the expiration .of the three-year period mentioned in 

Article III of the Geneva Agreement of 16 June 1949 before taldnc further action. 

They consider that the problem should be taken up again at a World Conference, 

because they deem the importance arid urgency of the qu~stion t·o be ample 

justification for convening such a Conference. They would therefore be grateful 

if you would take the necessary steps to have this Conference con¥ened by the 

United Nations, whose hiah a~thority is obviously necessary in such a matter. 

18. In submitting this request to you we ventwe to point out that the object 

of the world-wide-actio~ advocated by the General Committee and the 
/International 
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Inte~tiqna7.. Union_is tlie ·eonclusion ot .a··ddnventfon~·· the pre·paration.of wh:tch 

has beef:L .comp~ted ,and ;a no l;nger. ·on ·the' :Prosr~ of :Work of a~ ·united : . . ' . 

Nations agency .. It iu;.oiv.es·. more··than· international road:·tran:s·port -·since .1-t' : 
appHes. equ!llly to all -~ype.s c;>f· transport.·, ·ahd ·:I:n par.tic.uiar'· to 'ai; tr~~:P·o~:t - · .. 

• • • • • • ' • ' • ' • • ~ • •• ' : • • • ' \ • • f • 

and a ve;cy .de,ta:i,led draf,t· has already. be'en .transnii tted. ·to ail Governments. 

It.'wo~l.d the~_fore: appear that·; the-;·Transport and :Comm~i.ce.tio~ c~~issio_~ .. 
was not rafe;rr.ing :to. this nroqle~ when, in' abeo;l;di:tnce. ·with· 'paragraph '•{ a)' of the . 

',' , \. 1 o; , , •,• I • : 

resoluti.on of. th~- Ge:t:Wva Copferen,ce concerning ·other· ·pr,?blerns! in the field 'of · 
Oo I ' . ' .. 

int.t:!rnati.onal -~a~ t.J:-anspqrt, it -adopted. at. its fourth session' the titat. ~agl;;lph 
of Resolut~o11. No:. 9-. on international :roa-d transport. 

. .· . ' ' 

In addition; the new.faotors which have·~ci·isen 1p the meantime and whJch 

are mention~d· in. ~r~gra~h •6 I of ~this ·lette~J con:hrm 'the • ~ed.· for ~ world-wide '··. 
'· ' . . . ' " ' 

discussion ?f ·,the. Draft Interna ttonal Customs Conventto'n' ori T6'uring which ·has 

been tra~emt~t~d t9_Governmenta. 

We therefore venture to subm~t our snagestiOJ{to "you_ prior to the ~e.·tfng 

of the Tr~sport and Qoimnupica'tioW c·ommil:ltfi:'on' .fn ·195·1; especially as action 

te,k«m· in 1~~-~. ~ould. ha~~ly produce result~ bef~re· 1952 · :tn ~iew -~f the :time· 

req~ired, to·. c.onvene a .World Co:QfeQ:oence .r·. We feel· that·· 1 t is inadvisable.· to· wait 
'• • • t • ' 

so long_ be.:f-9~.· deal.ing. 'vi~h a .. prol>lem which ap}tSars ripe for a·olution. · 

.. ' ·, We; h~v& the: honoUr' t<> ·be~. etc •. 

· '· M. :rerlo~aki 
·\ ·. Central Secretl;u:j 

General Connn:t ttee . 
of the Alliance Internationale de Tourisme 

and of the Federation fnternation..'l.ie 

F ~M. Mo~.~n. 

Secretary-~neral .. 
International Un5.on 
of Official Travel 

· or~aniz?-~_ions 

/i.11NEX. 2 
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COMMUNICATION DATED 3 JANUARY 1951 FROM THE OTA AND THE IUOTO 

London, S .W .1 
3rd Jant~, 1951 

Dea:r Mr •. Lukac, 

1. With reference to the proposal· ·put forWard by the General Committee of the 
International Touring Alliance and of the International Automobile Federation 
jointly with the International Uni~m of Official Travel Organisations concerning 
the· convening at an ear]J date of a World, cus.toms Conference with a view to the 
adoptio~ or·one or more World Customs.Cotiventions on international touring, we 
have the honour to fonrard here,-11 th draft provisions which "\>Te consider miBht be 
advisable to ~nclude 1~ a World C~stoms Convention on Touring. 

. -
2. These draft provisions incorporate amendments to some of the corresponding 
provisions which appear in the Draft International Customs Convention on Touring, 
as provisionallY applied by the signatories of .. the· Gene:va. Agreement of 
June· 16, 1949. The above-mentioned. amendments are considered desirable for 
reasonS explained in paragraphs 13 and 14 of our joint letter addressed on 
May 18, 1950 ~o the Secretary-General of ~he-Dnited.Nations. 

The World Touring .an~ Automob;i.l~ Ol;'gani~~tion ( OTA). representing the 
International Touring Alliance and the Internat~onal Automobile Federation will 
shortly submi't detailed proposals concerning 'j::he temporary free importation of 
means of transport (motor vehicles, aeroplanes, etc.) based on the provisions 
of the draft International Customs Conventions on Touring and on Commercial 
Road Vehicles. 

3· In reply t~ the points raised in your letter of October 51 1950 reference 
No. ECA .120/02, .we should like to ·bring to your notice the following: 

A. Data concerning facilities for touring in Afr-ica ore ,.ncluded in the 
interim Report by the Regionai Commission for P~rica·on Tourist Information 
of the African Continent, aubmi tted to ·the XVI Assembly General of the 
IUOTO in Dubli.n, which }J.as been sent to you in the meantime . Further 
inquiries on results obtained with reGard to the implementation of the 
resolutions of the Third International Conc;rees of African Tot'l!'ing are 
being made by the OTA and the AIT,and any additional information received 
will be communic~ted to you. 

· B ~ In Europe, the countries ~mbers of the Organiza.tion for European 
Economic: Co--operation have adopted a de.cision grQiltiilB certain customs 
facilities, in excess o~ those included in Articles 2 e~d 3 of the Draft 
International Customs Convention on Touring, These countries are: 
Austria, Bel[;'tum, Denmark, France, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, 
Luxembourg, the Netherla.Ilds 1. Norway, P~rtugal, Slreden, Switzerland, 
Turkey, the United Kingdom and the Western Zones of Germaey. 

/The mi~imum facilities 
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The minimum facilities granted are the following: 
., .. .. f 

(a) For tourists from extra E;u.r6~ean countries: 

(i) . tempora~y. free ··ad.missiqJ+ in the· passenger} a ;~~ggaee of, ne"r 
·cloth~DG and personal effects, provided that t?ey are in 
keeping with the tourist's social standing and that there 

.is no suspicion of abuse; 

(ii) · free importation or transit, in hand baggage, of 40Q 
cigal~ttea or a corresponding quantity of cigars, or tobacco, 
the total weight of which may not exceed 500 grammas; 

r iii) free importation or transit, in hand baggage 1 of. two'•'opehed 
, bottles of norm.l:_ size conta~ning. Vines or a·piri ts·; 

(:tv) trB:neft,.· in the pasaa~~:'s.:.b~gage_. ~.nd:~ithqut .torma~1:t1es 
other than a verbal deql~;ration, of: travel smwenirs not of 
co~:l;"cial k~pd to~·~~ .total:~alue' n.ot exc·eedi~ '$4ob . 
(including up to h~U.f a 11 t·re 'Of perfume);.' provided that · 

· ~uch.. B<fuv~n~~s a~e-:1.!1 ke~pi~ ·~1th .. the ·t~~i.s~'s 'sopial · 
standing and that there·is no suspicio~·of·abuse; 

'{'v) .·exemption ·from fo!'DW.iiti~s. ili reei!iect of ·exi>oTt licenses or 
· ·dut.ies fo~ ·trayel .. ~cmvenirs··o:t·a. tota;L'value· not exceedi'rie;. 

$409, prov'ideQ; that- et!ch:·' souvehi'rs are. in keeping with ·the 
toUrist ta· 'soo"ial· s~and+~. and. ther~ iS no suspic_ion Of .. 
abuse or either oUl·~ncy or Customs regulations. 

- ' f \ ' ' ' ' ' I ·-;· • 

(b) ()n .a. reciprocal b~~is for toW;·'iats ~aiding in .one of the .OEE¢ 
countries and visi tirig ~notlu:~r: ··. · · · · ·· · · . . · 

(1) 
.. ~ . . 

~ . ' . . . 
tempQrary fre~ .admis~ion·Qf .new.clothin6 and ~ersonal effects, 
suJ:)ject to tl}.~~e. being no: sus.picion of. abuse; ... 

free importation, without· form.a.lity.other· than a ve·rbal· 
declaration, of travel souvenirs not exceeding $50'in value, 
one .sealed bottle. containing not more than 1/4 litre ¢f . 
toilet water, one sealed bottle co~taining not more than ·. 
25. gra.nnnes of ].')erfume (no e.xp.ort license is reg_uired :f:or 
th~se articles) 1 200 cigare'tt'ea or 250 gr~.s of t.dbacco, 
one open bottle 'of'wine, one open'bottle 'of toilet water 
~1/4 litre), one open bottle of:; perfuine .{25 'gra.mmas). · 

. . : ~ . '\ . 

·c. It is hardlY necessary to .stress the ever; in9reasins im.p0r~ance of 
tourism·. · ·· · 

. . ·' '· .. 
While international to~ism sho't-TB at present a .. strong ten~ncy to develop 

on a world~wide scale, it is i~rative that a~l pbstacles which im~de s~ch 
a development sJ:Lould be removed· without .dela:;v .. · · · · · · · 

/A sound policy 
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A sound :policy in this field seems,to require that countries '\vhich spare no 
efforts nor funds to promote international ·tourism, take EJ.lso quick action to 
unify and liberalise such internal regulations which at present have undoubtedly 
a restrictive effect on :lte fre.e' ftow, due. to.-their divers~ty or excessive 
stringency. Am?_ngst these, cuatonu3 regulations play M important part. It 
appears, therefore, es~ential that countries should bring into line by common 
agreemmt and without undue Q.elay their customs rules and practic.es with their 
general policy of promoting international tourism. 

That this should be done on a wof.l.d~wide level follows necessarily from the 
world~wide character -of· modenl" tow;-iem and the ~ver increasing possibility of 
welcoming in most parts of the world travellers from distant countries, thanks 
to the. modern means of transport. 

I, 

(s) M.a .. P.ERLOWSKI 
General Secretary 

of. the World To~ing:· 
and Automobile Organisation · 

B·. Lukac 1 Eeq., 
Director, 

Transport.and Communications Piv~sion, 
United Nations, Lake Success," Ne~ York 

Yours since~ely, .. 

(s) . F •. M. MORIN 
'General Secretary 

Qf ·the. International Union·of 
Official Travel Organisations 

/ANNEX 3 
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·ANNEX 3· 

.. · · ~ PRQYISIPNS TO. BE· :J;NC·0RPORATED IN. k WORLD CUSTOMS ·coNVENTION ON 
, . .- :::. • ·,. r • · .. · ·WQURINC PROPOSED. BY ·THE O':M AND THE · IUOTO 

DRAFT PRqv:tSIONS. 

ro··mr J:~cORl'oRATiiD1 :m .4 :·wo~~ q'Us~ co~NTro~ oif TOWING 
.. '. . . .. ~ ~ . .. \ 

~icle 1 
1. Subject to the p:rqvisions :O~ .. paraBraphs 21 3 and 4 of this Article and in 
the absence of suspicion of abuse, each of the Contracting States, shall grant 
temporary free admission to articles of an everyday kind in actual use, not . 
proltibi ted, impo:r,tE!d temporarily by;,na.tionala .of one of the~:'ContraO'ti~· States'. 

2. Tempor~-i!y'imported·:arti~les must be re .. exported in. :th'~· ~~~ st~te~: subject 
only to' ·changes '·rssulti~_;_fl;"otrl th~tr normal use, wi thl~ a max;p:ttim:.pe~_io.d .of· ... 
12 months. · ·· ·' '···," ' · · ·· · · · 

3. The said articles are to be put excl1,.1.sively to the private use of the 
person who imports them temporarilY dU»ing hts, stay on t~a territory of the 
State which grants temporary free admission. 'They cannot .during this stay, be 
put to any other use • . .· ; · · 

4. The person entitled to tempore.:ry admis-sion .:V.acili ties ·must; be ·the· owner ·:of 
the temporarily freely imported articles or ·hav.et possessfon·. 01~· Gontrol of. them. 
He cannot be principally resident vithin the country which grants temporary 
free admission. A person shall be considered a.s fulfilling this last condition, 
if he resides in that country for less than six m0ntps on an average per year 
either to tour there or for professional, educational or health purposes, 
irrespective of whether or not he is the proprietor or lessee of the house or 
apartment which he occupies • . 

Article 2 

There will be suspicion of abuse if the nature or the quantity of the 
articles for which the importer requests temporary free admission, do not 
correspond to his social position. j 

Article! 3 
Shall be granted temporary free admission ac provided for in Article 1 of 

I 
this Convention, especially: clothing and other. personal effects in actual use, 
personal jewellery, binoculars, tents and camping equipment, perambulators, 
sports equipment such as sportinG fire-arms, skis, skates, tennis rackets, golf 
bags and clubs, and ~lao, for each traveller, one camera with twelve plates or 
two rolls of film, one miniature cinematograph camera with one roll of film, one 
portable musical instrument, one portab:J.e gramophone-with twenty records, one 
portable wireless recei~ing set, one portable typewriter. 

/Arti.cle 4 
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. · ... -.... ·. 
. . Provisions. for. the jo:urn.ei~· and ·~r· travelleJ:'l 1. except in the. c·ase of .. , .. 

frontie~ .traff;ic·, :2oo.'e;-igt;.re.ttes or' 250 sra.mines.' 6~ tobacco, two qUa.r.te.r .litre' 
bottles .Of .tQilet' Wate.r~· ·Of ~hiqh .one must ·.be .o.pene9:, two:bottles. of pe!:fUnteB 1 

of a maximum capacity of 25 gra.minas each,· of which one must be o];)eried., ·one·:: ..... 
open~d bottle of wine,· not more than half a litre of alcoholic beverage 'other 
than wine, souvenirs of the journey of a value not exceeding the equivalent in 
national currency, of 50 United States dollars, shall be admitted free Of import 
duties and import taxes. 

~le5 

1. Shall be .admitted free of import ·duties and import taxes prin~d-matter 
and propaga~da posters without restriction as to quantity (time tables in book 
o~ poster form, gui~es, pamphlets, folders, wh~ther illustrated or not, 
illustrated posters, photographs) not prohibited, the essent.ial purpose ·Of which 
is obviously to induce the public to visit foreign countries or localities or 
to attend abroad meetings or events of a touring, cultural,·religious, 
profess:i.onal or sporting character, provided· that such documents are to be 
distributed free of charge, and t}lat they do .. pot contain more than 25 per. cent 
of advertising matter. · · 

2. . Subjec.t to re-exportation· an~ on sue~ con.!:U tiona as may. be ~et~rmined by 
each _Contracting State to prevent abuse, tempprary free admission· shall be 
granted to touring propaganda ~~J>j.al (docUid,epta;cy cinematograph f:Ums of a 
maximum width of 16 mm and a maxilJ!.Um length Qf: 500 m., imported for free 
exhibition, printine plates, lantern slides, ~ioramas) not prohibited, the 
essential purpose of which is to ·induce the p~b1ic to visit f.oreign.countriee 
or localities or to attend abroad meetings or events· of a touring, cultural., 
religious, professional or sporting character. 

Article 6 
1. The import prohibitions imposed by the Contracting States. shall only be 
app~ied to articles which would otherwiBe benefit under this Convention, when 
the prohibition was imposed on grounds other than.those of economic.character, 
~or example 1 moral'humanitarian, sanitary, veterinary, phyto-pathoiogical and 
pubtiC securtty grounds. 

2. The provisions of tnis Convention shall not prejudice in any way the 
application of police·and other reBulationa rela.ting to the importation, 
possession and carrying of firearms and ammunition. 

Article 7 
1. _Facilities granted under this Convention are minimum facilities, and each 
of the Contracting States ·will grant, vrhenever practicable, wtder facilitiee. 

2. The Contra-otinff States will end.ee,vour not to institute Customs measures 
which might have the effect of impeding the development of in~~tional 
touriil(3. 

/Article 8 
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Article 8 

. Any breao};l of' the provisions o:f .:~1:i~"B .·o.¢hv~ntion, any sub~ti tution, f'alse · 
declaration or act having ·the effect of causing a per~on or arl arti¢le :. 
imprc:>Per~y· t~ 'b~nefit ·~~om. t~e; ~y~te~' o~-.'~~~or~~t~~? ia¥d.:_dc"m_. hi'. tlil.s -~ . ,-, .. :. 
Convention:,· any· \lee· of· ah article·· ~hus impo:rte~ ··f'?r ·a p~po~e .9"Pher ~hall- l.D..~~ 
4own· ·therein~. or. by :a:: person .. _ rio~ ruifll;ling . the. c6nd:i tiona ~ces_sary tg benef~ t 
froin ·the. ~re~ai~ system ~f 'imt><?ft~t~cin,, mat: rend~r t~a o:t:fehder .. liaJ>:)..e .,t~ l:tlle 
penalties prescribed 'by ·the· la~s·of the ~ountr,y in wnich'the' offense was ' 
comtnttted 1o •· 

/ANNEX 4 
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.. 
RESOLUTION ADOPTEI)".BY .Ti:{g .THiliD .INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF AFRICAN TOURING 

CONC~Nt'f THE .ApOPriON' OF A TOUR!ST ImNTITY CARD; 
MEMOR'UIDUM S'tlBMl"l'TJJD BY f1'f1Jf OTA AND IUOTO IN REGARD TO A "TOURIST CARD" 

RELATING TO THE EQUIPMil:NT AND EFFECT OF A TRAVELLER 

l.. RES()LUTIO~ ADOPl"ED BY THE -THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF AFRICAI'f 
.TOURINq CONCE~NG THE INTRODUCTION OF k TOURIST .IDENTITY-~~ 

I. . . Congress resol vas by a ma:jori ty:: 

(a) that ,th~ various Governments an~ Admi.nistrationa con~erned_ should: 
• .l : 

. (i)'. make the nec'essru:-y ar~angements whereby .th~ ·holder of a valid . . . . . . 

(b) 

(ii) 

... 

. . 

passport may have the passport endorsed by his Government to 

the effect that he is a bo~. f.ide touri-st·· ~6 -~othe.r, 't.~;rti torr; 

interpret the term "~~uri_st~< to. me~ a pe~~~~- whose· .Pa~p~rt · · 

has been_so endorsed; 

· ina.ke arrailgeinentei' fo~ the Tourist Organizations· to i·ssue· to" · 
-, .. ·. . ' 

such tourist a "Tourist Identity Card" containing such 

information regarding his equipment arid e~fec:ts as will. 

facilitate· .. the C~stoms. forma.li ties. of entry into an .African 

territory; 

that the body charged ·,.,ith the ca.rryj_ng out of the ~esolutions of . ' . . . 

this Congress should arrange for the Governments and· Administrations 

c~nc~rried to be approached ~ tli ~ vie~...- to ~ree~nt as to .the particulars 

.to be set out in such identtty card. 

/2 . MEMORANDUM 
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2 • MEMORANDUM IN REMIID TO A 11 TOtmiST CARD" RELATING TO THE 
EQUIPMENT· AND m"EG~.VS: OF A T.RA VEI.LER . - . 

·1.~ ·Notes -
Uhen a tourist has· to cross a fr·~ntier the various papers, documents, etc., 

w::Q.icll l~e may have for submission to the front.ter control authorities, in 
addition, eventually, to those which may relate to his personal means of 
transport, only consist at present of identity doc1ments, documents relating to 
currency in his possession an~ doc~nts l,'e~.a.t~ifl[.t; to health re~lations 

.. { vac"i.nation certificates, et(f.) . · T~ object .~f all these documents is to 
facilitate·the passage of the:tourist·through'the controls normally thought 
necessary by the government of the count~ which he 1~ leaving or.that of the 
country '\-Thich he is entering. · 

There ·is, however, one frontier fo~iity imp6s~d on al.l travellers and 
in connexion ,.,1 th '"hich he has. no _off~cial documents,· riamely, customs inspection 
of his lugzaGe.. . , · , , . 

". . · :Th6ugh; ·on. th~ whole, tho ac.tUa.l -~~us. o~randt rtli;.,Y be thought satisfactory, 
-there are .. regions in which tr;J.'vel involves· the transport of a large quantity of 
luggag~: .qamping and hlt.nting ·equi~rlt 1 ·¢d;ne·~caJ11era end films, heavy equipment, 
etc·. In this case the tour1.st often. e;xl4eriences difficulties in going from one 
country to another w1 thout having t<;>: pay ctis.toms duty, and sometimes he even 
fipds it difficult to· take back to his cou.ntry of residence .~equipment which he 

·brought 'out of it• . . ., . ' . 
• I ~ : • • • ~ I . . ' 

In oi·der to remedy this ei tuation the Thlrd Internattonal Congress of 
African Touring;•. held :rn·.-Nairobi :i.n October, 191~9,' made the sugc;eetion th~t a 
_"tourist card" sh9~ld be iseued,.1 w.i th the obje.ct· of f'acili tating the transport 
'of 'the equipment and personal effects Of a tourist across the frontiers '·Thich 
he has to pass, in cases where this need has been felt · 

2 .- . ~~ts of· the "Tourist Card" 

'Tho "tourist card'~. in' question mlght contain a.monest other information the 
following: · 

(a) Summarized 1.nf.orma.tion :l.n ·;rege..rd to the identity of. the traveller. 

(b) A complete list, prepared by tbe traveller, of the effects, equipment 
and material that he is taking with him. 

-Issue and Utilisation of the Card .....,._. 

The necessary printed forms could be handed to the tol~ist. on request, 
either by government offices of his o~xntry of residence, or by consular agents, 
or organisations officially authorised by the governments concerned (Automobile 
and Touring Clubs, or certain travel agencies, etc.) • 

/The tourist 
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The tourist·WO~ cohiplete th~ ~dOumSfl;~, euppij.l-ihg a i:f.e~ of _·the a:r.ticlee 
which he was taking, and would g~t it st~d} 4rter all nec~~sary checking, by 
the customs authorities of his country of residence at the time of' departure, 
or by one of the above-mentioned agencies if the governments in question agree 
to give them the necessary authorisation. 

The tourist would thus be in possession of a document of an official 
character, wh:tch could not but facilitate considerably the various customs 
examina~ions which he had to undergo in the course of his journey. 

-----! 




