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The Transport and Communications Commission has, from its second session 

onwards, revievrei at each session developments in the field of international road. 

transport ani advised the Economic ani Social Council concerning problems in thB 

field which may require international action. It was as a result of this acti"vity 

by the Commission that the Council convened the Conference on Road ani Motor 

Transport which was held in.Geneva in August-September 1949. This Conference opened 

for signature the Convention on Road Traffic superseding the. 1926 Conventions on 

Road Traffic and on Motor Traffic. It also opened for signature the Protocol on 

Road Signs ani Signals which revised the 1931 Convention on Road Signals, but at 
' 

the .same time recommended in its Final Act that the United Nation~, through the 

instrumentality of the Economic ani Social Council ani the Transport ani 

Communications Commi(3sion, continue its ~ff.orts to-.secure worli-lviie agreement 

concerning a uniform system of road signa and signals. The Conferenc'e recommended 

€Lao that the Commission review periodically developments in the field of road 

transport ani on the basis of these reviews advise the Council on what further 

international action ,is desirable whether by Conference or otheTivise. The Council 

endorsed these recommendations at its tenth session, February-March 1950, in 

resolution 272(X). The present paper, containing information with respect to a 

number of problems in the field of international road transport, has been prepared 

in orier'to assist the Commission in making the desired review. 

Before ~eking up the problems which constitute the main subject of the paper 

certain ievelo~mepts growing mainly out of the Conference on Road ani Motor 

Transport should be mentionei. 

Certain Developments Since the Fourth Session of the Commission 

Ratification of the Convention on Road Traffic 

Developments with respect to the ratification of the Convention on Road 

Traffic are reported in document E/CN.2/108 prepared for the fifth session of the 

Transport and Communications Commission. 

Uniform System of Road Signs and Signals. As a result of the recommendation 

on this subject in the Final Act of the Conference on Road and Motor Transport . 

referred to above, a Group of Experts on Road Signs ani Signals was appointed by 

the Secretary-General in consultation with the Chairman of the Transport ani 

Corr®unications Commissi?n, in accordance with Economic ani Social Council resolution 

272(X) ani resolution 10 adopted by the Transport and Communications Commission 
/at its 
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at its fourth session; The Group of Experts held its first session from 20 November 

to 20 December, 1950 end submitted_ a progress report to the fifth session of the 

Transport and CoThmunicat~ons Commission (E/CN.2/94 and E/CN.2/CONF.l/3; see also 

E/CN.2/CONF.l/l entitled Uniform System of Road Signs and Signals prepared for the 
I 

Group of Experts) in conjunction with iteTh 3 of the Commission's provisional agenda. 

Agreements Concluded Under the Auspices of the ECE SupPlementing the Convention 

on Rbai Traffic and the Protocol on Road Signs and Signals.· Sub~equent to the 

Conference on Roai ani Motor Transport the Sub-Committee -on Roai Transport of the 

ECE Inland Transport Committee prepared three agreements supplementing on a 

European regional basis the main instruments concluded at the Conference. These 

supplementary agreements are: 

· · l. European Agre,ement Supplementing the 1949 Convention on Road Traffic and 

~he 1949 Protocol on Road Signs and Signals, signed at Geneva on 

16 September 1950. (Document E/ECE/~11B/228; E/ECE/TRANS/SC.l/90.) 

2. European Agreement on the Application of Article 23 of the ~949 Convention 

on Roai Traffic Concerning the Dimensions ani Weights of Vehicles 

Permitted to Travel on Certain Roais of the Contracting Parties, signed 

at Geneva on 16 September 1950. (Document E/ECE/TRANS/229; E/ECE/TRANS/ 

sc .l/91.) 

3. European Agreement on the Application of Article 3 of Annex 7 of the 1949 

Convention on Roai Traffic Concerning the Dimensions and Weights of 

Vehicles Permitted to Travel on Certain Roads of the Contracting Parties, 

signed at Geneva on 16 September 1950. (Document E/ECE/TRANS/230; 

E/ECE/TRANS/SC.l/92.) 

The first two were signed by Belgium, France, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and 

Yugoslavia. The third was signed by Belgitim, France, and Luxembourg. 

Declaration on the CorEtruction of Main International Traffic Arteries 

Prepared under the Auspices of the ECE. This Declaration was also_prepared by 

the Sub-Committee on Road Transport.· It contains a list, with numbers, of roads 

comprising an international network ani indicates the conditions to which they 

shall conform. It was signei on 16 September 1950 by Belgium, France, the 

Netherlands, and the United Kingdom. 

Problems ~nder Review by the Transport and Communications Commission 

··The Transport and Communications Commission at its third and fourth sessions 

hai before it information concerning the following problems relating to 

/internatidnal 



international road transport: 

(1) customs formalities 

(2) civil lia.bility ani compulsory insurance 

(3) fiscal charges 

(4) freedom of movement of international road transport 

(5) road transport contract. 
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The present pap·er contains further information on problems (2) to .( 5). The 

~ question of custbms formalities is the subject of a separate document, i.e. 

E/CN.2/114. 

The Commission at its fourth session suggested that the Secretary-General in 

his next report on the subject of international road transport include also 

information on the following subjects: 

(a) Driver-licensing regulations ani practices; 

(b) Right and left traffic rules; 

(c) Motor car headlamp requirements; 

(d) Road development in under-developed areas; 

(e) 'J'rensport of .dangerous goods. 

The present paper contains information on (b) and (d), while information with 

respect to (c) will be the subject of an addendum to document E/CN.2/95. · Meamvhile 

(a) driver-licensing regulations and practices, and (e) transport of dangerous 

goods are the subjects of separate documents, E/CNr2/96, ani E/CN.2/97 .respectively. 

One additional problem in the field of international road transport will also 

be the subject. of a separate document for the fifth session of the CommiEsion, 

namely road traffic accident statistics -·document E/CN.2/113; E/CN.3/118. 

The attention of the Transport and Communications Commission is drawn to the 

fact that the Secretariat of the 1-lorii Touring ani Automobile Organization (OTA)1/ 

has provided information with respect to a number of the problems under review as 

indicated in the relevant sections of this paper. 

1/ Composed of the International Automobile Federation (FIA) and the International 
Touring Alliance (AIT). 

/II~ CIVIL LIABILITY 
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II. CIVIL LIABILITY AND COMPUI.SORY .INSURANCE 

Introduction 

In documents E/CW.2/54 ani E/CN.2/76 prepared for its third and-fourth 

sessions the Transport ani Communications Commission was informed of the 

internetional consideration whi.ch had been given to the problems of civil liability 

ani compulsory insurance, before the War by the League of Nations ani the 

International Institute for.., the Unification of Private Law (Rome), ani since the . 

War by the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) and by the Third Inter-American 

Travel Congress. In the Present report developments during 1950 are summarized 

ani the requirements of c0untries with respect to compulsory insurance in the 
I • 

various parts of the worl~ are tabulated (Annex 1). 

Developments in 1950 

The international sc~eme approved by the ECE Sub-Committee on Road Transport 

for insurance of motorist~/ which was discussed in documents E/CN.2/54 ani 
I 

E/CN.2/76, has not yet goAe into effect. The scheme had been submitted to the . I 
member governments of ECE[for their views as to its application. In the light 

of their comment~/ and i+ particular that o~ Switzerland which put forward a new 

proposal to grant liberal!recognition to insurance policies issued outside the 
I 

country visited, th~ Sub-yommittee on Road Transport at its sixth session in 

September 195c17 decided to refer the matter back to the Worki~Party on Legal 

Questions for considerati9n at a special session so that the system ~ay be put into 
I 

effect before the next tourist season. 
I 

Meanwhile the internbtional unification of legislation concerning civil 

liability has been left a~ide for the present in view of the great 1ifference 

between national systems ·bf liability in Europe}:./ 
I 

~quirements of Various c~~tries vii th Respect to Compulsory Insurance for Motorist, 
Ageinst Third Party Risks\ 

I 

- Annex 1 contains a table prepared by the World Touring and Automobile , I 
Organization (OTA), showing the situation in the various countries of the world 

I 
I 

with respect to the requirement of compulsory insurance for motorists. 

~I 
g/ 
]./ 

!21 

E/ECE/TRANS /145. Restricted. 

EGE document TRANS/WPl9/~5 ani Adds, 1 and 2. Restricted. 
, I . 

~/ECE/TRANS/SC.l/97; ~/ECE/TRANS/233, E/ECE/TRANS/SC.l/96. Restricted. 

E/ECE/TRANS/SC.l/64; ~/ECE/TRANS/WP.9/lO. Restricted. 

/III. FISCAL CHARGES 
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T~e Transport and Communications Commission was informed at its 'third and 

fourth sessions of the pre- and post-war international activity which has taken 

place with respect to fiscal charges on international road transport (documents 

E/CN.2/54 and E/CN.2/76). The present report contains some further information 

concerning such charges and international action relating to them. 

While international road transport may be subject to rrany forms of taxes and 

charges, only those which are specifically imposed on road transport as such are 

of concern here 7 and more particularly the direct fiscal char~es which are levied -

usually as a license or registration fee - on the use or possession of motor 

vehicles. 

It should be noted that this is a distinct problem from that of custoiDB dut'ies 

on the temporary imp!?rtation of vehicles which in the case of private vehicles, is 

covered by Article 3 of the Convention of ~>oad Traffic. 

As was brought out .in the earlier reports to the Corr:mission the question of 

fiscal charges really has two separate parts 1 relating !lespectively to priyate, 

and to commercial motor vehicles. 

Taxation of Private Motor Vehicles 

Annex II contains a memorandum prepared by the Secretariat of the OTA showir~ 

the present situation·with respect to the taxation of private motor vehicles in a 

large number of countries. It will be seen from this memorandum that there is 

widespread exemption of foreign motor vehicles from taxation for periods of 
\ 

varying duration. The arrangements under which such exemptions are rrade differ 

considerably. 

Tne OTA memorandum indicates that sixteen countries and twelve territories QO 

not levy any direct fiscal charges upon motor vehicles. Revenue is derived by 

n:.eans qf i r..direc t fi seal charges. 7 such as petrol tax, which is paid - with t1-ro . 

exceptions -·equally by resldents.and foreign visitors. 

As was reported in document E/CN.2/54 a Convention on the Taxation of For6ign . . 
Motor Vehicles vras concluded in 1931 and came into force in 1933. Although 

generally ratified in Europe and by a few other countries and applied also in a 

number of non-EMropean territories 7 its provisions were considered too stringent 

and more liberal systems were gradually introduced by most parties to the 

/Convention, 
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Convention, inter a~ia by extending the period of 90 days or abolishing the 

re~uirement of an International Fiscal Certificate. Several countries, in addition 

to the parties to this Convention, exempt foreign motor vehicles from taxation, 

sometimes on a basis of reciprocity. 

A great variety of exemptions has developed. In 16 countries and six 

territories exemptions exist for all foreign m?tor vehicles for periods ranging 

from 30 days to one year ani, in the case of Belgium, even for an unlimited period. 

In other countries, exemptions are granted.for periods from 30 days up to 12 months 

to motor vehicles from certain foreign co1mtries, fre~uently on the basis of 

reciprocity, while a view countries grant no exemptions at all. For further 

details see Annex 2. 

The ~uestion arises as to whether action may not be desirable 1~ith a vie1~ 

to promoting a more uniform world.-"'~iie system of tax exemption for private motor 

vehicles circulating temporarily abroad, for exampl.:J by revising the 1931 

Convention on the Taxation of Forei~ Motor Vehicles. 

Taxation of ~ommercial Motor Vehicles 

The ~uestion of 'the taxation of international commercial roaj_ transport would 

~ppear to re~uire a regional approech, as the circulation of such vehicles is for 

All practical purposes limit~d to a region and in many cases to their own .and 

immediately neighbouring countries. 

Europe. As previously reported (document E/CN.2/54) the ~uestion had been 

considered by the ECE Sub-Comm~ttee on Road Transport during ~ts third session in 

May 1949 on the basis of documentation prepared by the International Road Transport 

Union,l/ which indicated that most European countries levied direct fiscal charges 

ani that there were great divergences .in the system applied. and considerable 

complexity in the methods of assessment. The ~uestion was brought up again at the 

sixth session of the Sub-Committee on Road. Transport, which met.in September 1950. 

The Sub-Committee then noted that there were two ways of abolishing fiscal charges 

on international commercial road transport; that is by bilateral agreements or by 

general agreement. Several goveTnments had expressed. their willingness ·to conclude 

such bilateral agreements or had already done so. The Sub-Committee recommended 

that such action be continued until a general agreement could be concluded and it 

decidei to include this ~uestion in the agenda for its next session.~/ 
1/ ECE document TRANS/sc.l/4. Restricted. 

2/ Document E/ECE/TRANS/SC.l/97. Restricted. 
/The Americas. 



E/CN.2/95 
Page 9 

The Americas. The ~uestion of fiscal charges arises mainly in connexion with 

commercial road transport between Canad.a ani the United. States. Many States of 

the United States exempt foreign motor vehicles from :paying registration fees on 

a basis of reciprocity. Canadian commercial motor vehicles can therefore circulate 

temporarily in the u.s.A. without :paying registration fees ani this seems to be 

true in practice even in cases where Canadian :provinces do not grant a similar 

exemption to U.S. trucks and buses circulating temporarily in Canada. However, 

as indicated in Section IV below the amount of international truck traffic between 

Canada and the United States is not great alttough bus traffic is considerable. 

As also indicated in Section IV of this :paper there is little international 

commercial road transport between the United States and Mexico. The same is true 

with respect to traffic between Latin American countries. Development of the 

Pan American Highway may, however, give new impetus to the d.evelopment of 

international road transport and importance to the ~ueation of fiscal charges. 

·other Regions. Wi~h regard to other regions the available information 

concerning fiscal charges is very·acanty. In the :preparatory documentation for 

the Central ani Southern Africa Transport Conference, which waa held from 

25 ooj'obe,r to 14 November 1950 in Johannesburg, the ~uestion was raised of the 

fiscal regime to be applied to international highways with respect to the 
' 

circulBtion of vehicles. The Conference however took no action on this :point. 

/IV. FREEDOM OF 
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IV. FREEroM OF MOVEMENT OF INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL ROAD TRANSPORT 

Introiuction 

In this fieli the principal international activity has continuei to ue on a 

regional basi~ in Europe as was the case when docUments E/CN.2/54 and E/CN.2/76 

were prepared. The present paper reviews the developments in Europe during the 

past year ani also contains some information concerning the situation in North 

America. 

Europe 

The previous report (document E/CN.2/76) summarized the.recommendations 
. : .. ~ ... 

contained in a report by a team of specialists appointed by the Sub-Committee on 

Road Transport of the ECE ~ntitled a.Jevelopment ani Improvement of Transport of 

Passengers and Goods by Road in Europe")=/ The Sub:..Commi ttee on Road Transport 

considered the report during its fifth session, held in March 1950,~/ ani. was 

unable to accept the proposal of the team of specialists for the establishment of 

an International Road Transport Board with executive authority over international 

road transport. The Sub-Committee deciied to set up an Ai Hoc Working Party on 

the Development ani Imprqvement of Transport of Passengers ani Goods by Road]/ with 

the task inte~ alia of preparing proposals for "a rational regime for road transport 

in Europe which would be as flexible and simple as i~sirable, leaving ample room for 

healthy competition ani taking into consiieration the general co-oriination of the 

various means of transport." 

Meanwhile the short-term Agreements on the Lifting of Restrictions on the 

Free:km of the Road, whicl} were concluied under the ·auspices of the ECE Inland 

Transport Committee in 1947 ani which have been renewed from year to year; have now 

been extended for an indefinite period by agreement in the Sub-Committee on Road 

Transport, with the understanding that each government maintains the right to 
. 4/ . 

vTithiraw at the end of each year.- . 

The same countries which were·listei in document E/CN.2/76 and E/CN.2/76/Add.2 

were as of 16 November 195oL/ still parties to the agreements with the following 

modifications: 

1/ ECE iocument TRANS/SC.l/22. 

gj E/ECE/TRA~B/SC.l/78. 

J./ E/ECE/TRANS/209. 

~~ E/ECE/TRA~B/SC.l/ Restricted. 

'2./ E/ECE/TRANS/SC.l/98. Restricted. /Agreement concerning 
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Czechoslovakia ani France have indicated that they apply this only with 

regari to tours beginning ani intended to end in the same country. 

Agreement concerning the most liberal application of the authorization systems 
for all international ~assenger transport by road ani. in ~articular for 
internAtional tourist traffic services not falling under the previous agreement 

Czechoslovakia and Denmark are also parties-. 

The Americas 

In North America no international arrangements exist for authorizing truck or 

bus services between the United States on the one hand ani Canada ani Mexico on the 
. . 

other hand. Authorization has to be secure.i by each carrier from the appropriate 

bodies in the territories where a service will. be operated. In the United States 

the Interstate Commerce Commission is entrusted with the task of granting permission 

for operating international services, while in Canada this comes. within th~ purview 

of the ten provincial governments. It should be noted, however, tha-t international 

goods traffic by road between Canada ani the United States is very limited despite 

the fact that such traffic is highly developed within both countries. Motor 

transport operators complain that difficulties in securing authorization and 
\ 

cumbersome customs formalities have hampere& the development of international 

traffic. Traffi~ by bus, however, is more developed between the two countries, 

which may be indicated by the fact that in 1946 36 per cent of the Canadians, 

returning from the United States to Canada by public means of transport, travelled 

by bus. However this traffic was partly effected by means of interchange . 
arrangements between Canadian and United States operators at borier points and 

partly by international through services. 

As far as international services between the United States ani Mexico are 

concerned it seems that the existing regulations make through services generally 

impracticable. According to available information a few Mexican trucks cross the 

borier but no United States services enter Mexico. All bus traffic between Mexico 

ani the U.S.A. seems to be effected by means of interchange of passengers at 

border. points. 

International commercial road transport is not very developed between the 

Latin American countries, where no international action has yet been taken to 

simplify regulations which may hinder the development of such transport. The agenda 
I 

of the Third Inter-American Travel Congress, held in San Carlos de.Bari~oche, 

/Argentina, in 
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Argentina, in 1949 contained an item entitled "The use of the bus in international 

travel routes". While international bus travel was discussed in some papers before 

the Congress, no resolutions were adoptei on the subject by the Congress. 

The ievelopment of the Pan American Highway may stimulate the ievelopment of 

internationa~ roai transport services and the international agree~ent or agreements 

which may be necessary to tl1e ievelopment of such services. In this connexion it 

may be ?otei that the Pan American Commercial Conference convenei by the Argentine 

Government at the re~uest of the Seventh International Conference of American 

States, ani 'which met .. at Buenos Aires in May-June 1935, adoptei a recommendation 

(XII) on Inter-American Roais ani the Pan American Highway in which it aivocatei 

the stuiy of unification of legislation ani regulations on transit and transport 

by roai ani preparation of a project for a Pan American Convention on transit and 

international transport by roai·. 

/V. ROAD TRANSPORT 
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The previous report to the Transport ani Communications Commissjon (iocument 

E/CN. 2/.76) summarizei the'" report of a joint committee composei of experts from the 

Inter.ational Chamber of Commerce, the International Institute for the Unification 

of Private Law and the International Road Transport Union (IRU) on uniform rules 

for a transport contract for international road transport in Europe. 

The report uhich contained a "Draft Cpnvention Concerning th~ Contract for 

the International Transport of Goois by Roai" was reviewed by the Work"t.ng Party 

on Legal Questi.ons of the ECE iuring its thiri ani fourth sessions, heli in 

Geneva in Jan~ary and April, 1950.1/ 

The discussion was confined to the substance of the p:oblems raisei by the 

Draft Convention which then was referred bac~ to the Tripartite Committee with 

instructions to prepare a new iraft '· taking into account the observations maie by 

government representatives during these sessions. 

1/ Documents E/ECE/TRANS/SC.l/64,and 79. Restrictei. 

/VI. RIGHT AND LEFT 
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VI.· RIGHT AND LEFT TRAFFIC RULE ON HIGHWAYS 

The Transport ani Communications Commission at its fourth session suggestei 

that the next report to the Commission on international road transport shouli 

.include information summarizing developments concerning the right or left traffic 

rule on highways. 

Present Situation 

Annex 3 contains a table showing the situation in most countrie~ and 

territories with respect to the existence of the right or left-hand traffic rule. 

While the right-han1 rule, i.e. where vehicular traffic is required to keep to the 

right-hand side of the road, and in overtaking, to pass on the left of overtaken 

vehicles or animals, has had increasingly wider application than the left-hand 

rule, the latter still applies in a number of countries and territories including 

several countries with considerable motor traffic. Attempts to secure 

international uniformity have so far been unsuccessful ex~ept in the Americas 

where there is almost complete uniformity. 

International Efforts to Secure Unification 

A. Meeting and Overtaking 

League of Nations. The Advisory and Technical Committee for Communications 

--~ud Transit of the League of Nations considered, particularly with respect to 

Europe, the problem of Unifying the rule of the roai and urgei such unification 

in resolutions in 1927 ani again in 1937, in the interests of promoti~g safety 

on roads. 

Economic Commission for Euro~e. ~~em the problem of the uniform direction 

of traffic in Europe was taken up again by the Inland Transport Committee of the 

ECE in 1948-1949, the situation had altered as several European countries which 

before the War had had the left-bani rule had changed meanwhile to the right. 

Iceland, Ireland, Sweden, and the United Kingdom ret a ine::l the left-hand rule. 

The Sub-Committee on Road Transport of the Inland Transport Committee at its 

second session in January 1949 aioptei the 'following resolution: 
11 The Sub-Committee consi::lers it desirable, in the interests of roai 

safety, that the direction of ·traffic shouB_ be the same in all countries. 

It recognized, however, tbP.t financial and economic circumstances are likely 

to precluie, for many years, any change of the direction of traffic in the 

minority of countries whose rule is to irive on the left. Nevertheless, the 

/S~b-Commi ttee 
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Sub-Committee woul1 re~uest those Governments to keep in mini the iesirability 

of such a change . ,};_/ 

The Americas. A high iegree of uniformity has been ievelopei in the Americas 

where the right'-hani traffic rule is generally accepte1, the only exceptions 

being in the British territories in Central and South America - the most important 

of l7hich are Jamaica ani Bermuia, The present uniformity in the Americas is a 

recent ievelopment, iating from 1945 when Argentina, Paraguay; an1 Uruguay changei 

over to the right-hani rule, following two years after Panama. The 1930 Pan 

American Convention on the Regulation of Automotive Traffic containei a provision 

requiring countries with the left-hani rule to change over to the right-hani rule. 

The 1943 Convention on jfle Regulation of Inter-American Automotive Traffic which 

superseie1 the.l930 Convention, however, containei no traffic rules. 

1949 Conference on Roai an1 Motor Traffic. The Unite1 Nations Conference on 

Roai ani Motor Transport, hel1 at Geneva in 1949, iii not ~iscuss iirectly the 

problem of right arid left hani traffic. The provisions relative to the direction 
I 

of traffic in the Convention on Roa1 Traffic, which was openei by the Conference 

for signature at Geneva on 19 September 1949, are containei in Chapter II, Rules 

of the Roai, Articles 9, 11, an1 12.4. These provisions are so wor1e1 as to apply 

where either the left-han1 or the right-han1 rule is in force. 

~~ E/ECE/TRANS/143, E/ECE/TRANS/SC.l/32, Restricte1, and E/ECE/TRANS/SC.l/49, 
Part II, .Restrictei - paragraph 21. /VII. ROAD 
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VII. ROAD DEVEIDPMENT IN UNDER-DEVEIDPED AREAS 

The Commission at its fourth session suggested that information on road 

development in under-developed areas should be included in the Secretary-Generalrs 

next report on the subject of international road ~ransport. 

Road development involves the following activities: planning, construction, 

maintenance, administration ·ani provision of operational facilities, It will not 

be possible within the limits of the present paper to examine road development 

programmes of indiviiual countries but only to draw attent'ion to international 

activity with respect to the problem of road development in under-developed areas. 

International Bction takes the forms mainly of co-ordinated planning of.roai 

netvrorks, exchange of technical information and the provision of technical and 

financial assistance to individual countries re~uiring such assistance in the 

vqrious 8Spects of road development. Although technical or financial assistance 

is P.lsc scmetimes ren1ered by individual countries to other countries, the 

present paper is concerned more particularly with multilateral activity at the 

world -wide and regional levels. 

Action at the World-Wide Level 

International action at the world-wide level with respect to road development 

in under-developed areas includes the exchange of information, and technical ani 

financial assistance. 

International Road Organizations. Two world-wide non-governmental 

organizations are concerned with road development, (.1) the semi-official Permanent 

International ,~ssociation of Roa.:J Congresses with its head~uarters in Paris, ani 

(2) the International Road Federation, with head~uarters in Lonion and Washington. 

These bodies are concerned with the development of roais in general and not 

specifically in under-developed areas although some atte~tion is given to, the 

solution of the particular problems of road construction, maintenance, ani 

administration in such areas. The Permanent International Association of Road 

Congresses promotes progres~ in the construction, lay-out ani maintenance of roais, 
. . 

studies of road traffic, ani the development of road systems throughout the world 

by organizing congresses ani centralizing ani iisseminating information. The 

International Roai Federation yollects and ,disseminates iata ani statistics of an 

economic nature pertaining to road transport ani organizes national groups wherever 

ncssible, including economically under-developed countries with a view to 

/publicizing the 
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publicizing the social and. economic benefits to be 1erive1 from adequate road 

systems, and promoting improvements and. development of roads and. road. transport 

thro~ghout the world.. 

United Nations Technical Assistance Programme. Under resolution 200(III) 

a1opte1 by the General Assembly in December 1948, the United Nations extend.s 

technical assistance to governments on their request as regards such activities 

as resource development, industrialization, public administration, statistJ.cs, and 

inland transport, by the following means: providing experts' advice, training of 
I 

nationals ·abroad, facilitating the obtaining of technical personnel, equipment, or 

supplies, seminars on problems of eccnomic development, excha~ge of technical 

information. 

These activities have been placed. on a continuing basis and. have annual 

appropriations within the regular bud.get of the United Nations. A11itional 

technical assistance common to the United Wations and those of the specialized 

agencies which participate in the pro~rarr,me, is provi:ied. by the EXJ?and.ect Programme 

for Technical Assistance (Economic and Social Council resolution 222 (IX)) to 
. -

which Governments have agreed. to 

$20,012,500. for the ye.ar 1951. 

d.ocurpent E/CONF .10/ll.) 

contribute1the equivalent of approximately 

(Final Act of the Technical Assistance Conference, 

In 1949-1950 ~X~@~t missione of v~rying ~i~@e were e®nt to sixte~n countries 
~t th®ir r®qu®~t: In two o~~®~, Boliv1~ ~nd Gu~t®m~la, ro~d d®velopm@nt w~~ 
1noludei ~mons the ~\\bjeot~ on whioh ~ivio@ w~~ given. 

Internation~l B~nk for Reconstruction en~ Development. The Intel~ational 

B~nk for Reconstruction and Development which ie empowe~d to make loans to meet 
foreign exchange exp.end.i turee for specific projects of reconstruction or d.eveloptnen1 

which e.re urgently needed. for increasing the productive resources of member 

count~ies, has granted some loans for projeqts which include road development. 

Thus.Australia in 1949-50 received $100,000,000 for the purchase of imported. 

capital equipment needed for a 5-year development programme. Of this amount 

$24,ooo,ooo would be a.pplied to industrial crawler tractors a~d earthmoving 
. . 

equipment. In september 1950 two loans were made to the Gove~ent of Ethiopia 

aggregating $7,000,000 of which $5,000,000 was f;r highw~y improvement ao it was 

recognized that road transport is vital to both the internal and foreign trad.e of 

this country. The Ethiopian government will establish a highway authority and in 

/c.onsulta.tion 
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consultation with the International Bank, will select a suitable management 

consisting of exPerienced administrators, an important part of whose duties will 
• I} 

be to train Ethiopian personnel. The proceeds of the loan will be used to finance 

the foreign exchange cost of equipment, supplie·s an::l servi-ces reiiuired-·for-a 

progrBmme planned by the highway authority. 
'. 

Several countries have asked the Bank to organize special missions to make 
\ • ~ ,·.-j· c .~.:-.\1 1~·~·· ... ;~ -'.'-~'if;(J,: .. ~.'j '.'r: 

comprehensive surveys of their economies without reference to any financial 
• · , ' • 1 •'·' ,I : ' /•'~. ·-•• - .... ,~:1 r,··::;t ;--:• lr • 

operation. ThA first mission vrent to Colombia, where it vTOrked from July to 
' I ' ' ., • ' ' ·,· ' ~·f • ,' ,'1 ~ ,· •.; I '•r j'J -, ; 

November 1949. The mission drew up a five-year development plan 'whfch iri'ciU:ies 
- • 1 • • • ·, • ·.,_,·) t>~:.·~-~ . :JSl_!_,t.i·J :J 

the improvement and extension of highways. Such missions have gone also· to · 
. [ - 1•- ,'(:' . :: : 

Turkey, Guatemala, and Cuba. Their·terms of reference included, in:er alia, 

transportation. 

Regional Activity 

Africa 

Central and Southern Africa Trans~ort Conference. The .central.and-Sbu~he~

Africa Transport Conference, held in October-November 1950 at Johannesburg is 

discussed in, documet'.t, E/CN .2/102 prepared for the fifth session of the Transport 

and Communications Commission. 

The Conference agreed on a number of recommendations relating to road 

development. 
II "j 

. • . . -l , ~- ! . •. ~ • , · - •. • , · · 1 r '·· . 1 
inter-territorial ·roads was drawn.' up and 

·' 
Thus a list of existing~ and p·roposed 

~-. J·,f·· '""f( l·''•l•Jlr- ,'·IP-.r•· 1 \ ~ ... -1,1 1 -~• 
recommen::led for ac.ceptance by governments in orler to facilitate the·' geographical 

f r 1' • •• ..,, • • 'j ••.' ·I• ., I '. . "' ·r 

co-ordination of the :iifferent terri toriai ·road:~:.fiy·s'tem's· ·and-' .. a ~-un.:iform 'system of 
•'' ' 

numbering was agreed upon. 
' ' 

Recommendations we~e- !!lade to governments on· the. stan1a.ri' construc·tiori 6I 
I ~ ' ' ' • ! • :·. '' ~ • • : ... -~ r I I ' ,._I r l '. ~ l ·: -~. ·, \ ) i ,."! i . ._, '1. ' I •• 

inter-territorial roads,' in. particular as regarl.3 construction ·standa·rds of roads·, 
I , • ' , 1 _.-1 .- , , ~ • • ·, • I ',,, , ! l'' f , ,'; r1 j'l , • J f ,] f , , , , ' 0 

bridges and culverts and on the desirable traffi"c speeis for ·which road's should 

be designed. 

A uniform system of classification was recommenied· pe'rmi tting 'the"iog':Lc'a'i'. ' 

groupi~g of roads complyirig with ~~rio~s 'st~n&ards. 
0 1 • • •, 1 ' • ' ,.} -·, ~ 1 '• ,. -1 f", •1- 1 1 I • • • r I I 

Finally as regards roai research· it' was recommended. that an ·app'roa'ch· shou:ti' 

be made to the Scientific c6Uric'ii~ ior' Af~icci so'ut:ri'~ i}(·ihk' i~h~·{.J:! \6 'asd~'-:tt~iri/ 
' •. : ·: ,-; '~·,- : .J.t. J,f,•,-,f'''J:d r : .. ·,rr •1.' ... L.i ~-'' '~C,;_-·1 .1!'..: 

1./ ;Est~blish~i by_ ~greement oft?~·: G,oYt~~_!3'q~~" <?:,~Be*·~?J~';'-)r,ra~y,~, ~'?F~~&a:?-':' .- ,._, 
Southern Rhoies1a, United Kingiom, ani the· Un10n 'of· So1.1th A·fri.ca,., at' the · --
African Regional Scientific Conference held at J.ohannesburg in, October 1949. 

/whether that 
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whether that Council vrould be prepared to deal with scientific, technical and 

economic problems of road research referred to it by various territories. If the 

reply should be in the nep.ative, further examination of this question would be 

required. 

The Americas. Highway development has been a subject of sreat regional ' . 
interest. Four Pan American Hi~hway Concresses have been held, the first in 1925 

at Buenos Aires. The Fourth Con~ress was held in Mexico C~ty in 1941. A fifth 

Congress will meet in Lima, Peru in October 1951. The Permanent Association of 

Pan American Hir.hi·Tay Cone;resses has its headquarters at Buenos Aires. A Central 

Committee, inter alia; has tpe function of co-operating with national sections 

in each country in all matters relatinG to hir,hway construction and maintenance. 

Regional Co-operation has been concerned particularly with the development 

of the Pan American Hir,hway to connect the capitals and highways systems of the 

United States,. Mexico, and of the countries of central and South America, a total 

of over 15,500 miles (24,000 kms.). The portion of the highway from the southern 

border of the United States through Mexico and Central America to Panama is also 

lmo"Wn as the "Inter-Amer~can Highway". 

Plans for the Pan American Highway were discussed at a number of inter

American ·congresses from 1924 onward and a Convention on the Pan American Highway 

was signed by twenty-one countries at the Conference for Conso~idation of Peace, 

held at Buenos Aires in 1936. It has subsequently been ratified by a large number 

of American countrie&. In 1936 a permanent technical commission was created under 

the Convention to co-ordinate construction activities in the various countries 

and a financial corrmission was set up to study means of financing. A proposal 

to set up a non--profit finance organization, the Pan American HiGhway Finance 

Authority, has not been put into e.ffect so far. 

viork has been carried on by the separate countries on their sections of the 

Hic;hvTay .. Assistance has been extended by the United States Government for the 

construction of some sections of the Hic;hway and development of national systems 

of roads. Such assistance has consisted of loans, gifts of material, and of 

technical aid rendered by the United States Bureau of Public Roads (formerly 

United States Public Road Administration). 

The Pan American H,ir,hway has now been constructed except for the following 

three gaps which tota~ about 400 miles (540 iwns.): (1) southern Costa Rica into 

northern Panama, (2) from Panama to Colombia, (3) in southern Ecuador to the 

Peruvian border. However, the sta?darcl of construc~ion of the different sections 

varies widely. Approximately 2,000 miles are impassable durinG the rainy'season. 

/Asia and the 
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Asia an:l the Far East 

ECAFE. Consi:lerable interest in road :levelopment has been shown by the ti·To 

inlan:l transport meetings ?el:l by·ECAFE, i.e. (1) the Meeting of Experts on Inlani· 

Transport heli in October 1949 as r~portei to• the fourth session of the Transport 

ani Comn1unications Corr~ission (E/CN.2/72 ani Ai:i.l) ani (2) the Ai Hoc Co~ittee 

on InlEm:i Transport heli in October 1950 which is iiscusse:3_ in iocurnent E/CN .2/102 

on Regional Developments in the Fieli of Inlani Transport, prepare:l for the fifth 

session of the Transport ani Communications Commission. 

The A3. Hoc Committee took note of recommen:lations ani suggestions containe:i 

in a report by. the Secretariat enti tle:3_ "The Most Economical Methois for the 

Construction, Repair ani Maintenance of Roa:J_s, Inclu:ling Staniarlization and other 

ChAracteristics ani Comparative Methois of National Financing", which was basei 

largely on experience in the U!fitei States. Seven out of twenty-four resolutions 

ed.o})tei by the Ai Hoc t;::ommittee iealt with high-w·ay d.evelopment. These iealt with 

highvmy planning, mechEmical methois of construction and maintenance, highway 

m~intenance registers, highway safety, highway finance, highway cost accounting, 

An'l hight·my classification. Thus it was recommen1e:J_ inter alia that governments 

pre1Jere 8n:l maintain continuous plans of construction an:i ievelopment for at 

leest five-year periois; that mechanization be increase:i for large-scale ani 

concentratei works; further that a general classification of highways be a:ioptei 

on 1-1 functional basis I·Ti th sub-:Hvision into all-weather ro~:i:is ani seasonal roais. 

MH::llo East 

Unitei Nations Relief an:i '1·-lorks Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East. 

As note1 in 1ocurnent E/CN .2/74 and_ E/CN .2/74/ A:H .1 (Develc:pments in the Fieli of 

Inlen1 'rransport in the Mi:lile East) for the fourth session of the Transport ani 

Communications Commission as well as in iocument E/CN.2/102 (Regional Developments 

in the Fiel:1 of Inlan1 Transport) for ~he fifth session some roai ievelopment was 

envisagei as part of the programme to be carried out in conjunction with local 

sovernments by the United Nations Relief ani \,!orks Agency for Palestine Refugees 

in the Near East establishei under General Assembly resolution 302(IV) of 

8 December 1949. Accoriing to an interim ;report by the .Agency enti tle:J_ '1 .Aosistance 

to Palestine Refugees"]:/ the original programme ha:3_ to be moiifiei as the Agency 

came into being later than was hoped and the negotiations ivith governments 

·. 

/concerning 
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concerning the works to be un1ertaken have proved. to be more protracted. than had. 

been anticipated. by the Mission. 

On 15 September 1950 there were 193 km of road. construction works in Jor1an, 

Syria and. Lebanon on which other seven thousand (7,357) refugee workers were 

employed. •. There were 2,126 refugee workers employed. on all the other projects. 

Some road. construction is also inclu1ed in further projects either approved. or 

under consHeration but the non-road. projects will have a larger part in the 

scheme. 

The International Islamic Economic Organization. The Transport and. 

Communications Committee of this Organization, held. in Karachi in 1949,1/ expressed. 

the opinion that the Mii1le East Region is very 1eficient in roa1s and that as a 

first step there should. be ~ complete exchange of information concerning road 

mileage, con1itions of roa1s, strength of bri1ges, and. traffic and regulations. 

The Committee, renamed. the Committee on Transport, Communications and. Travel 

Facilities, recommen1e1 in its report a1opte1 by the second. Conference of the 

Organization held. in Teheran in October 195~/ that a 

"special Conference of technical experts and. a1ministrators as also 

representatives of various companies and interests covering all Muslim 

Countries should. be called. at Cairo (Egypt) in April next" 

to examine ~ alia the feasibility of 

"DrFlvTing up a 1etaile::J. plan of International Highways nee1e1 by the 

Islamic Countries in the region in connexion with their development and 

inter-connexion. Also a1vice to be given as regar1s pooling of expert 

knowled.ge and. resources for research and for collection and. publication of 

stF.Jtistics and. regulations." 

~/ Report of the Transport, Communications and. Travel Facilities Committee, 1950 
of the International Islamic Economic Organization, printed. and published. by 
the Secretariat of the Organization at Karachi, Pakistan. 

2/ Ibid.. 

/VIII. CONCLUSION 



E/CN.2/95 
Page 22 

VIII. CONCLUSION 

As regards the ~uestion of further international action to be taken, it would 

seem that of the problems reviewed in this paper, that of fiscal charges for 

private motor vehicles may be the most suitable for early action on a world-wide 
. ' 

level in view of the general tendency toward exemption of foreign motor vehicles 

from such taxes and, at the same time, of the lack of uniformity with respect to 

arrangements under which such exemption is granted. Such action might take the 

form of the revision of the 1931 Convention on the Taxation of Foreign ~otor 

Vehicles. Commercial vehicles might conceivably be covered by the same agreement 

at a later date, although the international circulation of ccmmercial vehicles· 
• 

seems to be for p~actical reasons a regional rather than a world-wide matter. 

For the time being at any rate, it would seem that, before considering the ~uestion 

on a world-wide basis, further agreement needs to be reached between countries 

in the same region on the ~uestion of taxation of foreign commercial vehicles. 

The ~uestion of right or left traffic is certainly one of ·>vorl:i-wide import, 

being closely r~late:i to the other rules of the road covered. in the Convention on 

Ro'a:i Traffic an:i having a strong· relation to the problem of roa:i safety. Hmvever, 

economic circumstances make the achievement of uniformity appear to be a long-term 

project. 

In consi:iering the ~uestion of action re~uire:i 1-ri th respect to civil liability 
I 

and compulsory insurance the opinion arrived at in the ~CE thqt the great 

difference between national systems of liability ma-J.e attempts at international 

unification of legislation concerning civil liability impractical at present would 

seem to be even stronger on the 1-Torld-wide than on the European regional level. 

As reeArds the ~uestion of compulsory third-party insurance, despite the 

desirability of uniformity of treatment in the various countries of the world 

both from the point of view of foreign drivers of motor vehicles and the possible 

victims of damage and injury by such drivers, it is suggested that before 

Approaching this problem on the world-wide level, it ~ould be desirable to see 

the outcome of the ECE international scheme under which Governments would 

recognize third-party insurance carried by foreign motorists in their own countries. , 
As regards the iraportant problem of the authorization and regulation of 

international commercial road traffic, as th.is seems to be essentially a type of 

traffic which is limited to a single region, or to neighbouring countries in 

/contiguous 
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contiguous regions, it would seem to require .action by regions. Althot~h only 

in Europe has an attempt been made until now to reach agreement on a regional 

basis with respect to this question, the need for'agreement wouli appear to be 

of growing importance in other regions. The Commission may wish to recommend 

that attention be g~ven in the various regions to this problem ani that the 

Secretary-General be instructed to give such assistance as may be desired to the 

countries of such regions in holding of conferences, drafting agreements, etc. 

in this connexion. 

With regard to the question of the road transport contract, this too, seems 

to be a question of immediate importance mainly on a regional'level ani it is 

suggested that for the time being the action at the world-wide level be limited 

to following the work of the joint committee of experts which is working on this ' . 

mAtter in conjunction with the Working Party on Legal Questions of the ECE 

Sub-Committee on Road Transport. 

In the case of roai development actual working out of international road 

networks, whether in economically developed or under-developed areas is a reginnAl 

problem. Assistance at the worli-wide level to the development ~f both national 

ani international road systems in under-developed regions, it would seem; should 

continue to take the form of or~anizing the exchsr~e of info~ation ani of 

technical and financial assistance. 

Thus with the exception of the problems of (1) fiscal charges for private 

foreign motor vehicles, ani (2) the authorization and regulation of international 

commercial road traffic for both of which certain action was suggested above, it 

would seem that for the time being no international action at the world-wide level 

is requirei or would be practicable. Meanwhile ievelo~ments with respect to the 
j·: 

various problems should continue to be followed with a view to considering from 

time to time whether the time has arrived when some action is required. 

/ANNEX 1 
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ANNEX 1 

TABLE SHOWING COMPULSORY INSURANCE OF MOTORISTS IN CERTAIN COUNTRIES 

(Prepared by the Secretariat of the Worli Touring ani Automobile 
Organization (OTA)) 

Country 

EUROPE 

Austria 

Belgium 

Bulgaria 

Czechoslovakia 

Denmark 

Finland 

France 

Germany 

Unite:'l Kingdom 

Greece 

Hungary 

Iceland 

Ireland (Eire) 

Italy 

Lichtenstein 

Luxembourg 

Monaco 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Poland 

Portugal 

Roumania 

Spain 

Sweden 

Compulsory for 
residents 

yes 

no 

yes 

yes· 

yes 

no 

yes 

yes 

no 

no 

yes 

yes 

no 

yes 

yes 

no 

no 

yes 

no 

no 

no 

no 

yes 

Compulsory for 
foreigners 

not yet 

no 

no 

no 

yes 

yes 

no 

no 

yes 

no 

no 

no 

yes 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

yes 

no· 

no 

no 

no 

yes 

Is it compulsory for 
foreigners to be insured 
in accordance with 
local legislation? 

no 

no 

no 

no 

yes 

yes 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

yes 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

yes 

no 

no 

no 

no 

yes 

/Switzerland 



Country 

Swi tzerlan:i 

!rurkey 

Yugosl8ViA 

OTHER COtmi'TRIES 

Afghanistan 

Belgian Congo 

·Brazil 

Chile 

Costa Rica 

Cu:-ta 

Eg;r,pt 

Algeria 

Morocco (French) 

Tunisia 

Frepch In1o-China 

French West Africa 

Ma-:lagascar 

Gua1elou:pe 

Martinique 

Syril': 

LebAnon 

S0uth Africa 

CAn!=!'i8 

Ceylr-n 

Guernsey 

Cyprus 

HRlta 

In:iia 

Compulsory for 
resi:ients 

yes 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

yes 

no 

no 

yes 

no 

no 

yes 

.Compulsory for 
foreigners 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

yes 

no 

no 

yes 

no 

no 

yes 

E/CN.2/95 
Page 25 LJq 

Is it compulsory for 
foreigners to be 
insurei in accor1ance 
vri th local legislation? 

Svriss Fe1eral Council's 
:lecree of 22 June 1948. 

no 

no 

-:1.0 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

yes 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

yes 

Foreign motorists must either be insure1 ani carry a certificate recognize~~ ss 
vali::l in Swi tzerlan:l or contribute at each entry 3 S1·riss francs to a central 
fun::l for the compensation of the injure~ .• 

/Pakistan 
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Country 

Pakistan 

Malaya 

New Zealani 

Israel 

Indonesia 

Iran 

Iraq 

Mexico 

Panama 

Peru 

ThAlland. 

Spanish Morocco 

TAngier 

U.S .A. 

HBWI'lii 

Philippines 

Uruguay 

Fiji Islan::ls 

Compulsory for 
resiients 

yes 

yes 

yes 

yes 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

no 

compulsory only 
in Massachusetts 

y~s 

no 

no 

no 

Compulsory for Is it compulsory for 
foreigners foreigners to be 

insurei in accorlance 
with local legislation? 

yes yes 

yes yes 

yes yes 

yes yes 

no no 

no no 

no no 

no no 

no no 

no no 

no no 

after 30 iflys in 
Massachusetts 

yes yes 

no no 

no no 

no no 
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EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION FOR FOREIGN PRIVATE MOTOR VEEICLES 

Memorandum submitted by the World Automobile and 
Touring Organization (OTA) · 

General 

1. Motor Vehicle taxation can be considered un:l.er two ma:Ml heads: 

(a) indirect taxation 

(b) direct taxation. 

In general it can be said that all countries apply some form of indirect 

taxation on motor vehicles and that this generally takes the form of a t.ax on 

motor fu.el an:l other consumable commodities. The amount of t0x· imposed V8ries 

in eflch country and is often dependent on whether or not a given country imposes 

some form of ~lirect taxation in a:Hition. 

Direct taxation usually takes the form of an annual licence fee which is 

payable for the right to use a motor. vehicle on public roads. This may be 

sup-plemented by a registration fee payable when a new ve\icle is placed in 

circulation for·the first time and also on every occasion ownership changes. 

·2. These two forms of taxation are considered below in so far as they aff~ct 

temporarily -imported foreign motor vehicles·. There are other forme of direct 

t8xation, such as luxury tax or purchase tax payable on new vehicles, tyres, · 

.spare parts etc., wpich are not considered here. In mar~ cases, however, these 

are not applicable to visitors paying temporary visits to a foreign country, 

provided. the goods are exported within a stated period. 

Indirect taxation 

3. In the countries listed below there is no system of direct taxation on motor 

vehicles. In most cases revenue is derive:'!. from a tax on petrol, tyres etc., which 

must be paid by resi::tent and visiting motorists alike: 

Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia (Queensland, Tasmania, New· South Wales), 

Czechoslovakia, Cyprus, France, Gold Coast, Guadeloupe, Guernsey, Indonesia, Ira~, 

In:3.ochina, Jersey, Lebanon, Ma:lagascar, Martini~ue, Mexico, French Morocc-o, Monaco, 

Portugal, Peru, Syria, Sierra Leone, Thaiiand, Tunisia, French West Africa, 

Yugoslavia. 

There is no system vThereby foreign motorists visiting the above mentioned 

countries can obtain'exemption or partial exemption from the fo~ of indirect 

taxation appliea., except in Tur:cisia ani the :Selgo-Luxembourg Union. 
/In TuLisi.s 
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In Tunisia there is a Consumption ~ax of 11 per cent ai valorem on tyres, 

b~t this is only applicable to foreign motorists remaining in the country for 

more than 90 iays. 

In the Belgo-Luxembourg Union, in aiiition to granting road. circulation ta~ 

exemption to all visiting motorists for an unlimitei period. (see Paragraph 6 below), 

the Union also grants a tax refuni of B. Frs. 2.00 per litre of petrol purchasei. 
~ 

This is grantei to vis~ti~~ motorists proviiei they speni at least three iays in 

the Union during the perioi from 1 April to 30 September, ani purchase at least 

20 litres of petrol per :lay. The maximum sum refuniable has been fixei at 

B. Frs. 6oo. 
Direct taxation 

5. - Exemption from the common form of iirect taxation lmown as a "Circulation Tnx" 

or "Ro~:d Tax" has been the subject of an agreement between a number of countries 

.<=~n:l the agreement is emboiie:i in the Convention 0n the Taxation of- Foreign Motor 

Vehicles, 1931. 

This-Convention has been ratifiei by the following countries: 

Belgium, Bulgaria, Ceylon, Cyprus, Denmark, Eire, Finlani, Great Britain Rni 

Northern Irelani, British East Africa (Kenya, Ugania, Tanganyika), British West 

Africa (Nigeria etc.), Hong Kong, Greece, Ira~, Jamaica, Italy, Luxembourg, 

Mal8:y.'3, Malta, Netherlanis,'Palestine, Poland., Nyasalani, Portugal, Roumania, 

Sweien, Switzerland., Northern Rhoiesia, Southern Rhoiesia, Trintiai, Turkey, 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Hiniwari Islanis, Yugoslavia)=./ 

Unier the terms of this Convention, a document entitlei "International Fiscal 

Fermi t" (IFP.), was introiucei ani provision was maie for private motor vehicles 

registered in one of the above named countries and travelling in any other of 

the saii countries to be exempt from taxation for a period. of stay not exceeding 

90 :lays :luring the vali:H ty of the Fermi t. 

Since the conclusion of the· Convention, the majority of the signatory states 

have, by means of bilatera~ agreements or unilateral decision, increase~. the 

facilities they are preparei to gr~nt foreign motorists ani .a large number no 

longer require the presentation of an IFP. A number of non-signatory states have 

maie similar agreements ani decisions; in some cases an international iocument 

( cmch as the International Certificate for Motor Vehicles) is require::l. an::l. in other 

crses exemption from taxation is grahtei sole~y on a system of r~ciprocity. 

1/ .Also Egypt, Latvia, Newfourdlan::l., Spain, Zanzibar. /As a result, 
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As a result, it can be sai:i that whilst the 1931 ,Convention remain the basis 

of the system of granting tax exemption for foreign motor vehicles, it has been 

renierei obsolete to a very great extent by other arrangements maie by both 

signatory ani non-signatory countries. There is wiie iivergence in the terms ani 

con:ij tions whereby these arrangements are applie:l; the principal ones are the_refore 

summarize:'!. in paragraphs 6 ani 7 below. 

6. The following countries grant exemption from taxation for a stated perioi of 

temporary stay to all foreign motor vehicles. In some cases this is coniitional 

on the visitor being in -possession of ·an international iocument, such as a camet 

ie passages en iouanes or an International Certificate-for Motor Vehicles (ICMV) 

establishei by the 1926 Convention.- (1931 Convention countries are markeix):· 

~elgium . , unlimitei (IF.P not require:l.) 

Brazil 

Canaia 

X Ceylon 

Egypt 

- ,~inlani 

W. Germany 
X Greece 

Hungary 
.., 
~-Italy 

Norway 

Pakistan 

Philippines 
X 
Xenya, Ugania ani 

Tanganyika 
X Northern Rhoiesia ani 
xSouthern Rhoiesia' 

.. _ 

.XNyasalani 

South Africa 

Uruguay 

~ni te::J. King:'!. om 

one year 

30 iays in Nevr Brunsvrick an:1 Nova Scotia 
9'J iays in Ontario, Quebec, .Prince Ec-~vrari Islani 
6 month~ in M'3nitoba, British Columbia, Saskatchelnm. 

90 ieys on presentation of an IFP or ICMV 

90 :lays on presentation of a camet or triptyque 

90 :lays on each entFJ (IFP not requirei) 

90 iays on each entry 

total perioi of valiiity of temporary importation 
iocuments i.e. carnet or triptyque, (IFP not 
requirei) • . 
30 iays per annum 

90 iays (IFP not requirei) 

one year 

6 months 

45 days 

90 :lays (IFP not requirei) 

90 iays on presentation of IFP or :luring the perioi 
of valiiity of an ICMV. If in possession of 
nP-ither, exemption is grantei iuring perioi of. 
valiiity of home licence • 

90 :lays (IFP not requirei) 

unlimi te::l :=turin;s perio:l. of valB_i ty of ICM\r 

6 months 

90 :lays (IFP not require:~.) 
/7. The following 
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ANiil'EX 3 

THE RULE OF THE ROAD ~T VARIOUS COU1ITRIES A~ID TERRITORIES 
FOR \VHICH INFORM.A.TION AVAILABLE 

Countries ani territories inclu:'Je1 in this Annex are sub-'iivi:J.e:i by 

geographic areas,as follows, basei on the continental ar~angement: 

Africa, Asia ani the Far East, Central ani South America, Europe, Miiile East 

~n:i North America. The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics is inclu:iei for the 

purpose nf this survey in the European region. The names of countries ani 

territories are alphabetical accoriing to their English spelling. 

Countries ani 
Territories of 
the Region 

Egypt 

Ethiopia 

Liberia 

Union of South Africa 

Algeria (Fr.) 

Angola (Port.) 

Easutolani (Brit.) 

:Bechuanalan:i 

Belgian Congo 

Traffic Rule 

Left Right 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

British Somalilani x 

Eritrea x 

East Africa (Fr.) x 

F·rench Equatorial Africa x 

French Somalil2n:i x 

French 1,Vest .''lfrica 

GAmbiP (U.K.) 

GoB Coast (U.K.) 

GuineA (Port.) 

Kenya (U.K.) 

Libya 

Maiagascar (Fr.) 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

AFRICA 

Countries ani 
Territories of 
the Region 

Moroccan Protectorate 
(Span.) 

Morocco (Fr.) 

I:1oz.cmbique 

Nigeria (U.K.) 

Nyasalan:'J_ (u:.K.) 

Reunion (Fr.) 

Rhoiesia, North (U.K.) 

Rhodesia, South (U.K.) 

Sierra Leone (U.K.) 

South West Africa 
(Union of s.A.) 

Spanish Guinea (Span.) 

Spanish Possessions in 
North Africe (Sp~n.) 

Spanish Sahara (Span.) 

Sudan (Anglo-Egypt. 
Coniominium) 

Swazi],ani (U.K.) · 

Togolani (Trust -
Fr. ani U.K.) 

Tunisia (Fr. ) 

Uganda (U.K.) 

Left Right 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

/CEl\iTRAL AND SOlJTH 



Countries ani 
Territories of 
the Region 

Argentina 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

Chile 

Colombia 

Costa RicA 

Cubl'l 

Dominican Republic 

Ecuaior 

El SPlv."dor 

Gul'ltemala 

HAiti 

Honiuras 

NicaraguA 

Panama 

Paraguay 

Peru 

AlbaniB 

Aniorra 

Austria 

Belgium 

Bulgaria 

Byelorussian SSR 

Czechoslovakia 

Denmark 

F i.nlan:i; · 

FrAnce·· , 

Germany 

Greece 
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CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA 

Traffic Rule Countries ani Traffic Rule 
Territories of 

Left Right the Region Left Right 

X Uruguay X 

X Venezuela X 

X Bahama Islanis (U.K.) X 

X Barbaios (U.K.) X 

X British Honiuras (u .K.) X 

X Falklani Islanis (U.K.) X 

X Guaieloupe (Fr.) X 

X Guiana (Fr.) X 

X Gui::ma (U.K.) X 

X Jamaica ~u .K.) X 

X Leewari Islanis (U.K.) X 

X Martinique (Fr.) X 

X Netherlanis 'Hest Iniies X 

X Puerto Rico (U.S.) " . "'" 

X Surinam (Neth. ). X 

X Triniiai ani Tobago(U.K.) X 

X Win::lwari Islanis (U.K.) X 

EUROPE 

X Hungary X 

X Icelani X 

X Irelani v 
"'" 

X Italy X 

X Lichtenstein X 

X Luxembourg X 

X · Mont;:Jco X 

X Netherlan:ls X 

X Norway X 

X Poland. X 

X Portngal X 

X Ro~menia X 

IC! ~ • 

'• 
; ..; P.n .. a r1no 
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Countries and. 
Territories of 
the Region 

San MElrj_no 

SpPin 

Swe:len 

Switzerland. 

Trieste 

Ukreinian SSR 

u.s,s.R. 

United. King:lom 

Iran 

Iraq 

Israel 

Jor:lan 

Lebanon 

Cana:la 

Mexico 

United. States of 
America 

Traffic Rule Countries e~:.i Traffic Rule 
Territories of 

Left Right the Region Left Right 

X Vatican City X 

X Yugoslavia X 

X Channel Islan:ls (U.K.) X 

X Gibraltar (U.K.) X 

X Isle of Man (U.K.) X 

X Malta and. Gozo (U.K.) X 

X Svalbard. (Nor.) X 

X 

MIDDLE EAST 

X Sau:li Arabia X 

X Syria X 

X Turkey X 

X A:len (U.K.) X 

X Cyprus (U.K.) X 

NORTH AMERICA 

X Alaska (u.s.) X 

X Bennudas (U.K.) X 

Greenland. (Denmark) X 
X 




