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Present: 

Chairman: Mrs. ROSSEL (Sweden) 

Members: 

Mrso CORREA MORAI.ES de APARICIO Argentina 

Miss GIBSON Australia 

Мrs, CISEIET Belgium 

Mrs. NOVIКOVA Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
RepuЫic 

Mrs. CHU China 

Miss м.AfJAs Cuba 

Miss BEШilL\RDINO DJminican RepuЫic 

Mrs. I.EFAUCНE1JX: France 

Miss Ro·,:sлD Indonesia 

Mrs о BEN-ZVI Israel 

Begum AM-JAR .АНМЕD Pakistan 

Mrs. DEМВINSКA. Poland 

Mr. GIRON Sweden 

Мrs. SPIRIIIONOVA Union r,f' Sov:tet Socialis't RepuЫics 

Mr, HARDROP United Kingdom cif Great Britain 
and N~rthern Ireland 

Mrs. НАНN United States r,f .America 

Mrs о SANCНEZ de URDANETA Venezuela 

Mrs. MITROVIC Yugoslavia 

Observers f c. :;: (}overnшents of States Members of the United Nations: 

Mr? SARAIVA GШШREIRO 

Mr. DASКAI.OV 
Мr. SТOYANOV 

Miss LUNSINGH-МEIJER 

Brazil 

Bulgaria 

Netherlands 

Representatives ~f specialjzed aмncies: 

International Labou.r 
Organisati :,n 

United Nati~ns Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organizat i on 

Hrs • FIGUEROA 

Miss SALA.S 



Representatives of non-governmental organizations: 

Category А 

International Confederation of 
Free Trade Unions Мrs. 

International Federation of 
Christian Trade Unions 

World Federation of Trade Unions 

World Federation of United Nations 
Associations 

Category В 

:Мiss NAGEIS 

Мr. 

Mr. 
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Catholic International Union for 
Social Service Miss НЕRТОGНЕ 

International Council of Women 

International Federation "Amies 
de la Jeune Fille" 

International Federation of 
Business and Professional Women 

International Federation of 
University Women 

International League for the 
Rights of Man 

Liaison Committee of Women's 
International Organisations 

Рах Romana 

Women's International League for 
Реасе and Freedom 

Mrs" 

Mrs, 

Hrs, 
Misi: 

Mrs., 
Mist:. -·---

Mrs" 

М1 ss van EEGНEN 
Mrs. Im1ER 

Mrs, 

Mrs. ВАЕR 

World Federation of Catholic Young Mise 
Women and Girls Mise 

World Union of Catholic Women's 
Organisations 

Young Christian Workers 

Register: 

Open Door Internatiunal 

World Federation of Democratic 
Youth 

Secretariat: 

Мrs. Tenison-Woods 

Мrs. Grinberg-Vinaver 

Hiss de 
Miss de 

Niss PEZZULLO 

Мrs. ВАЕR 

Mrs. MOIКOVA 
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AOOPI'ION OF ТНЕ AGENDA (item 2 of the provisional agenda) (Е/ОN.б/272 and Corr.1, 
and E/CN.б/272/Add,l A.nd 2) (continued) 

The CНAIRl'-IAN pointed out that the agenda could not Ье adopted until 

agreement had been reached on the new sub-item proposed at the previous meeting 

Ьу the United States representative. An informal discussion between representa

tives had already been held and she hoped the title selected would meet with the 

Commission' s approval. 

Mrs. НАНN (United States of America) said that the title worked out 

for а new sub-item to Ье inserted under item б of the agenda - Economic opportunities 

for women - read as follows: "А study of the position of working women with 

frunily re sponsi Ыlitie s" • 

Мrs. SPIRIIIONOVA (Union of Soviet Socialist RepuЫics) said that any 

examination of the position of working women with family responsibil1ties should 

include the proЫem of their protection. Couched as it was in such general terms, 

the suggested title did not indicate exactly how the Commission proposed to treat 

the subject. The formulation had Ъееn improved, but was not yet wholly satisfac

tory. 

Mrs. NOVIКOVA (Byelorussian Soviet Socialшt RepuЫic) agreed that the 

matter was one of great interest. It might Ье advisaЫe for the United States 

representative to put her suggestion in writing and give some explanation of its 

purpose. There was no point in hastening q decision and it might Ье better to 

defer it until the next .meeting. No clear decision e9uld Ье reachcd unless 

the Commission lmew exactly whвt it wished to do, 

The CНAIR11AN suggested thRt some further attempts might Ье made to 

cleQr up the question Ьу discussion. 

Begщn ANW.AR АНМЕD (Pakistan) said that the item should Ье inciuded 

in the agenda because of the dual role of modern women· as mothers and working 

women. Attention had been drawn 1n many countries to the psychological effects 

of that dual role. She agreed with the ~yelorussian and the Soviet Union 

representatives that the item as it stood would have to Ье more closely defined, 

but that could Ье done whe~ the substance came to Ье discussed. 

Mrs. MIТROVIб (Yugoslavia) suggested that the item might Ье brcadened 

in scope so ns to include working mothers with family responsibilities, 

The СНА.IНМАN suggested that the item might Ье entitled: 11The position 

of working mothers and other working women wi th family responsiЫli ties". 
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Мrs. CISELEТ (Belg!um) supported the Chairman's suggestion, which was 

an admiraЫe one, since it would g!ve adequate definition to the quest1on covered 

Ьу the proposed new agenda item. It would Ье unwise, she felt, to define it 

more closely until the Commission had decided on its course of action. · 

Мrs. L'EFAUCНEUX {France) pointed out that in adopting the new agenda 

item, the Commission must take care not to give the impression that it favoured 

one school of thought now in evidence which fostered the belief that, where women 

were concerned, the concepts of professional duty and family responsiЫlities 

were incompatiЫe. 

The Cornmission must Ье е.11 ve to а current of opinion which wав beco.m1ng 

general, and must keep а careful watch to see that certain of its achievements, 

won after long years of struggle, were not challenged a:f!'esh. 

Mrs. СНU (China) said that the subject we.s an important one, ав the 

family was the basis of а democratic society and а working mother had а dual 

responsiЫlity. It should therefore Ье added to the agenda. 

Мrs. DEМBINSКA (Poland) agreed with the French representative that it 

was obviously not the Commission's intention to reopen the debate on whether 

women should or should not Ье allowed to work. Jшу title that was adopted for 

the item should give the impression that there was no question of women's right 

to work. The United States representative had stated that women must work as 

they were often the sole person in а family аЫе to earn its livelihood. Who.t 

the Commission should try to do was to improve the situe.tion of working women, 

and accordingly the words "and means for 1 ts improvement 11 ( i .е. the improvement 

of the position) might well Ье added to the title suggested Ьу the Chairma.n, which 

would thus read: "The position of working motherэ and other working women with 

fщnily responsiЬ1lities, and means for its improvement 11 • 

Mrs. LEFAUCНEU'л (France) pointed out that working mothers were 

neceasarily included among working women with family responsibilities, and she 

wondered whether it was really necessary to labour the point. 

Begum ANWAR АНМЕ:D (Pakistan) observed that she had not meant to give 

the impression that she believed that women should not work. On the contrary, 

they must Ье аЫе to work, but ways should Ье found to mnke their working 11fe 

less of а burden. 
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Mrs. НАНN (United States of Amer1ca) was o.fraid she too had been 

misunderstood. She had not m.aintained that all women must work, only that they 

must Ье аЫе to work if they had to support themselves or others. 

Мrs. NOVIКOVA (Byelorussian Soviet Socialist RepuЫic) said the 

Yugwslav and Polish representatives had greatly improved the originnl suggestion. 

The вubject was of such imp~rtance, however, that the decision should not Ье 

taken before the next meeting. 

Miss ВERNA.RDINO (Dominican RepuЫic) proposed as а compromise formula 

the wording: "А study of the proЫems and special measures relating to working 

women with family responsibilities 11 • 

The CНAIRМAN, adjourning the meeting, urged the members of the 

Commission to discu ~, s the title of the suggested new item among themselves 1:,,, 

order to еnаЫе agreement to Ье reached quickly at the next meeting. 

The meeting rose at З.55 p.m. 
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2. Adoption of the agenda 

(E/CN.6/272 and Addenda 1 and 2) 

3. Political Rights of v·lomen. 

OD(X)l 

(Constitutions, Electoral Laws, and Other Legal Instruments 
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Territories (Е/Сй.6/279). 




