
'. 

·. 
UNITED NA iiON·S 

;· •·1C\ I' ~.' • ' .. -•. · ,., ., .. 
. • t <' rt •"-• VUi!. \t:i.f·, \ ·,,.{, i, .J 

ECONOMIC 
AND 

GENERAL : .-,"'l 
' .. 

:C/CN .12/216/Add.1 fR.ev .1 
26 liarch 1951 

SOCIAL COUNCIL 

Economic Cortm1is sian for Latin At~1erica 
Fourth -Session. 
hexioo City 
28 l~ay 1 <;51 

ENGLISH 
OTIIGHTAL: Sl'A!HSH 

--··- AN!70TATED FROVISIOHAL AG: . .::IJDA 

1. Onening -A:f~Cire~ 

This is a session of an organ of the Unitec.1 liations anc! 

' uill, therefore, be opened by the c:1airman, Hho uill call 

upon the re,presentati ve or representatives of the Le:i:::ican 

Govt:rm.ent to deliver the afdress or nc',c1resses of uelcome 

to the Commission. Tl1is \·rill be folloued b:' adc~resses Ly 

the Chairman and the rc:n'esentntivc of the Secretary-General. 

2. &J-_e_cjj_o.!l._of_ Off_i_c..§.!.§_ 

'l" •.e rules of !JroceCvre l)rovic'e for the election of a 

election, t::e Clw:ll'L'c:n \Jill, at once, tal::e over tlle conc1uct 

!;a~· ''is:: to t.'a':e sm:e remarl~s. Upon 

t:·e e ct cf the VJce-Chairmen an{ Ra~,orteui, the First 

3. 
:-:: s of the Sec one: ~ :ee till[:; 'Hill l:e a 

State 10l :.t Lc L' c 1e ct· t i ve Secretary. The Com~ission will 

/t~1en adont the 
E/Ci! .12/2l6 I Adcl.l/Hev .1 

* This doc1JI!l8nt has been reproduced in New York from the original issued at 
Mexico City. 
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then adopt t~e Agenda on the basis of the provisional one 

prepared, accord to t:'"te rules of procedure, by the Exect1.tive 

Secretary in consultation with the Chairman. 

4. Recent Developments and Trends in the Ec_smo_my of Latin America 

The Economic Survey of Latin Ame:tica 1950 prepared.for this 

session is a study on recent trends and developments in the 

region; it covers period from the end of the war to 1950 

to the extent that it was found possib~e, comparison is 

made Hi war and prei:!ar year·s. 

ed in three parts=. part one is an 

Introduction an atten;pt is Lncle to ciescrioe and anal~'ze 

t most importc:nt cconot c halii'Bnings of the postuar years in 

tin All!Crica; in Coin:_; so j_t ::;oes into t;1e fie s of iculture, 

in6u.str-y, lation, t::.e 'ua nee of ]_'JCJynwnts and foreign 

Part two a~alyzes rece~t tre~~s and develo~ments on a 

country by co~ntry is, lntiinc; studies on Argentina, Brazil, 

, Colombia, Ct'.ba, lvador, Guateoala, co, Uruc;uay 

zuela. 

Lrt tLr c cor:sis s of n scJ.·-:.e:: st~eies on certain ba c 

. ., , ". r '" l:o, li tecl_ for tLJs year to so,,,e minerals of primary 

1; 

t ever:. sis of this 

st -'-"-; ems of t~e recion 

/are considered 
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are considered throughout the study ir: light of the basic 

structure of the econordes of the Latin Anerican countries 

are interrelate6 cenerally \.'i th the stuclies on economic 

developnent prepared by the Secretarint. 

The study of "Effects of the United States Defense Programme 

on Latin American countries" amUyzes the effect of this 

prqgrnrm;'e on La tin flrerican trade, ui th s·,;ecial em:!Jllasis on the 

availability of capital and other assent 1 goods for the 

economic development of the Latin American countries. 

'l'he Secretariat has prepared for the considera on of the 

Commission several studies related to the most important 

problems of Economic Development. The preparation of a series 

of st s on Econoooic Development in tin American countries 

Hhich vras start in the past years has been-continued, coverinG 

for s sessiont ~olivia, Cuba and Guatemala. Last year's 

studies ir:..cli'dec1 Ar ina, :·Jre , Chile and Lexica. 

!he stuCies on BconoQic and LGgal S tus of Foreicn 

Investments are also a continuation of those presented at the 

Tl;1irc' :-)essicrc.. The st;.~ci s. submitted lnst year inclucled the 

.n 
l. cou~triGs: Ar~ELtina, a zil, Cllile, Colombia, Cuba, 

ies for this 

session cover Jol , Costa Rica, !~nduras, Feru and Paraguay. 

11 '?heoreticc:;l ~·nc1 I rc:cticcl I'roblems of Economic Grov1th11 is 

/a s tud:r in 
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a study in :icl1 s~)ecial consic1erc:tion is civcn to the ~:roblems 

of prograwmes for economic Gevelopment. 

stu(:.y on Proc':uctivi t;· of the Cotton Textile I~lc,ustry in 

Selecc Latin At.·;erican c'ountries \vns underta~:en as a special 

project in c:.n effort to estDblish the fccts and analyze the 

factors affect proc'uctivity in und.er-developed countries. 

Tlle report on. t;l1e 'l'e.clmical Assistance rrogra6r.1e describes 

the progress made ,th~ field of Tecrlllical Assistance-in Latin 

Ar'erica tl19 lws be~n :::;re~~,ared at the special request of the 

Cot;L.ission at its Session. 

The Co<'rlission at its 'l'hirc~ 

Executive Secretar~, in coo~eration uith the Interriational Lahour 

Orcanization other Sl>ecializeC a~;enc1es concerned, to set Up 

a ·:Jor1~inc Comuittee at the Cecretariat Level to stu(~y the relation 

bett•een: economic c:'evelo;Ji,~ent of Latin Ar;Jerica anc1 Imr,iic;ration 
. ' .. 

and to assist the_Lntin American countrie~, at thetr re~uest,.in 

t:i1c :•romo:tion of econo<dc develol;r::ent throut;~1 immigration. 
I . 

6. forei;.n Trac1e rrotlems 

The Study of Latin Ar:lerican-Euro~··ean ·rracle ,,;as undertal:en 

at'the re~uest of the Coomission at its ~hird Session in a 

resolution askinG for a stuc~y on uays anc' rr:ea11s ·to expand trade 

· betvreen La tin At,,erlce <.Jnd Eurore, on bnses i.'hich are practicnl 
.. 

~and eqD.i te '::le to the inte:c e .::;ts of Loth groups of countries. This 

study. anal~·zes _the factors that have affected lonG-term 

/c1cvelo;:n·:cnts of 
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developments of European-Latin Mlierican trade and present 

problems of payments. It also analyzes triangular trade relations 

bet,veen Latin America, Europe ·and the United States. The Survey 

vlill present a series of commodity stt~dies to show the· variations 

in the share of European supplies coming from Latin America •. 

The re;;ort on United States capacity of absorbing A.mer:ican 

Products is an attempt to analyze the influence of economic 

activity in the United States on imports from Latin Ameri-ca. 

7. ECLA-FAO Joint vlorl~ Frogran~ 

ECLA and FAO have continned coor)erating in the field of food 

anci aericulture in Latin America anc1 in November 1950 a neu and 

compre~1ensive a:::;reement vras signed by t~1e Executive Secretary of 

ECLA and the Director General of FAO. A note by the Execut.ive 

Sec:retary gives an a9count of the nevi acreer:ient and of the common 

activit s in the :c on. 

8. :t:~asures to increase t:1e e!-vailabilit;/ of sti;Jnlies of educational, 

~cieptific and cultural materials 

The Com'dssion at its Tl1.irC. Session passed a Tesolntion 

reques tine t: .e ~xec1xti ve Sec:cetary to colla born te vli th the 

Director Gener~l ullESCO in t:1e s tuc1y of measures to il1crease 
' 

t:~e av::J.ila bility of SU})plie s of educatto1~al, scientific and 

c curnl mater ls. A note b; t1;c Execntive Secretary reports 

on the action t~ken on s matter. 

9. Lcasnres in relation _to_J.£ltC.]'_!1ationel action for conservation and 

Q_tiJ.ization of rt.on-a;:ricul tural resources 
/l'he Economic 



The Economic and Social Council o.t its twelfth session 

passed a resolution on 11Neasures in relation to international 

action for conserve1tion and utilization of non-agricultural 

resources'', in which, inter alia, a-request is made to the 

recional commissions to ~onsider this matter and make such 

recommendations as they deem v!Ould be useful. The E:::::ecutive 

Secretary has ~rerared a note on this subject. 

10. South Ar.1ericc-n Petroleum Ins.,:ti tute 

EconoElic and Soc Council decided at its tenth session 
.. 

to place the Sout~1 American Petroleum Institute on the register 

of Non-Governmental Or~onizations, and has as~ed the Economic 

Commission for Latin America to advise Council on the 

a~plication of the Gouth American Petroleum Institute for 

consultative status in catecory E. Ey an administrative 

oversic;ht this question ·uas not put to t consideration of the 

Coudssion at its Thirc~ Session c::nc::, t:1erefore, the Commission 

l:li have to co~csic:.cr s natter e::press its vievrs during 

this session. 

and t:te Inter -Americen Econotilic and Social Council 

In accordance with paracraph 9 of its terms of reference 

the Commission has cooperated and ta;en the necessary measures 

to coorc~ te its activities \'Titil t:1e Intcr-.A.merj_c~H1 Econouic 

and Social Council. As in evious ye~rs these arrancements 

/vlill be revievJed 
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vlill be i'evieved by the Comn~ission. 

12, Relations with Non-Governmenta~Organizations 

At its tenth ses on the Economic and Sot:ial Council 

revised the st~tute for consultative arrangements with non-

goverP..rnental orsani ions, and adopted tvro syster;~s of. rules, 

one for the Council itself an6 another one for its functional 

comrilis sions. 

In accordance with paragraph 7 (b) of the Co~~ission 1 s 

terms of reference this action by the Economic and Social 

Counc calls for the revision of the rules of 9rocedure of the 

Commission dealinG wi relations \'lith non-govermr:ental 

orGanizations. The Co~rnission will need, subject to the 

approval of the Co~nc , to adopt one or other of the new 

:!)roced'l).res. The E:x:ecP.ti ve Sec·e tary is suggesting to the 

Commission that the rules adopted for the functional co~uissions 

be applied by t~1e Comoission, because they are simpler and more 

general than those of the Council itself o.nd vJould appear 

the~ ore more suitable. 

13. Worl: Pro;;ra::r,je ancl Priori ties 

Corr:~.:is sion uisl1 to cons the ·\'lorl: proc;ramme of 

the Secretariat for 51-1952 in the light of the Progress 

Report of the Executive Secretary and statement for t 

AcJ.;..":"I·Ioc Comr11i ttee of the Council, as ·Hell as in the 1 of 

t~e recoumendations to be adopte6 ~t Fot1rth Session. r; is 
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suggested that this item be considered Curine the latter part 

of the Session. 

The Execu.tive Secretary intends to present in the course 

of the session a statement which will include continuous 

projects, projects ·all·eac1y started end nevr projects contemplated. 

In accordance uith the decisions of the Ge:neral Assembly and. the 

Economic and Social Council, he will indicate what are the 

financial implications of t:lG Comr}:ission' s decisions, in order 

to fac tate the considerations of the Work Program~e of the 

Commission from the point of view of the most economic use of 

available resources and of priorities attached ·to various 

projects. 

14. Review of Re[ional Economic Com~issim1s bX the Economic and 

Social Council 

It s~C>Uld be recalled that Econocic and Social Council 

incluC:.Gel in tl1e Cot-r'rhis sian 1 s terns of reference tl1e folloHinc 

)ara.:;raph: 

"Not later than 19)1 tlle Council s:1all raake a S11ecial 

revieH of the uorl~ of the Cot.:mis sian Hi th a vieH to determinine 

Cor.:; :iss ion i.Jc tcl'i ;inn ted or cant ' and 

if cant tion Jf shoulc~ be e in its 

tert:s of referer:.ce 11 • 

'.L'he Gener2l Asser,;bl~· at; its F:L.fth Ses sian aclo~1 resolution 

409 (V) i.Jhich reads: 

/"The General Assembly 
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:J:akes note. with _satisfaction the. Economic anc; Social Council 1 s 

decision to \.l.nc~ertake in the near .future a .comr.lete revievT of its 

organization and o:;.ieration and that of its Comr;issions; and 

Expresses'the opinion that the gional Economic Com:aissj_ons 

should be maintained, although their or zation and terms of 

reference may heve to be revised in the 11 of 

acquire·:~ since the.i.l: .E:lst shtnent. 11 

The Econocic and SociaJ. Council at its eleventh session 

decided to ravievl the -vrort of Regional Economic Commissions 

at s Thirteenth Session to be in July 1951 and ted 

an Ad-Hoc Commit e to report to the Council on the orcanization 

and operation of the Council and its Com~issions. Document E/AC. 

34/6 contains a s ta ter:•ent prepared. bJ' t}--.e Executive Secl'e ·cary of 

ECLA implenenting a suggestion rnaoe b~- t~1e Assistant Sec:c'etary-

General in charLc of ononic Affairs at the first meeting of 

the Ad-l:oc Committee, \<Thich the Coramittee ap~roved. s 

statement had to be presented to the Ad-Hoc Committee of t 

Council prior to the Commission's Fourth 3ession. 

'The Cot i·ission r,;ay vrish to revieu t::1e gy,:ec·J.tive cretary 1 s 

statement anC: p"esent fully its vievls and recowmendations in 

connexion with the Council's revie\J of reeional cou~issions. 

It is expected that these views rec tions \Iou:::..c:. be 

incor~.:ora tee, in an .. nual :re~>ort of 

Cotmcil. 
/The Commission may 
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The Commission may wish to consider items 14 and 15 of the 

Aeenda together. 

15. Consideration and Adoption of the Annual Rey1ort of-the Cor~~inission 

to.the Thirteenth Session of the.Econonic and Social Council 

In accordance with para~raph 12 of Terms of Beference the 

Commission should present its Anm~al Report to the Co\incil; The 

preliminary draft of the Report will be circulated b: the 

Exec.utive Secretary during the Sesslon. 

16. Date and Place of t~e Fifth Session of the Commission 

In accordance with paracraph 15 of the Ter8s of Reference 

and rule t'I:To of the Rules of Frocedore, t:1e Comtdssion sl1all at 

each session, ui th t:1e .concurrence of the Secretary Gene:cal 

decide upon the place of meeting for its next session, with due 

consideration for the principle that the countries of Latin 

America be chosen in rotation. 




