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This is a session of an organ of the United Nations and will, 

therefore, be opened by the Chairman, who will call upon the 

the representative or representatives of the Mexican Government to 

deliver the address or addresses of welcvme to the Commission. 

This will be followed by addresses by the Chairman and the 

representative of the Secretary-General. 

2. Election of Officers 

The rules of procedure provide for the election of a Chairman, 

two Vice-Chairmen Bnd a Rapporteur. Upon his election, the Chairman 

will, at once, take over the c~1duct of the Session, and he may wish 

to make some remarks. Upon the election of the Vice-Chairmen and 

Rapporteur, the First Meeting will probably be adjourned. 

3. Adoption of the A~enda 

The first business of the SecC?nd !1eeting will be a statement by 

the Executive Secretary. The Com~ssion will then adopt the Agenda 

on the basis of the provisional one prepared, according to the rules 

of procedure, by the Executive Secretary in consultation with the 

Chairmen. 

4. Recent Developments and Trends in the Economy of Latin America 

The Economic Survey of Latin America 1950 prepared for this 

session is a study on recent tr~nds and developments in the region; 

it covers the period from the end of the war to 1950 and, to the 

/extent that 



extent that it was found possible, comparison is made with war and 

prewar years. 

The Survey is divided in three parts: part one is an 

Introduction in which an attempt is made to describe and analyze 

the roost important economic happenings of the postwar years in 

Latin lunerica; in doing so it goes into the fields of agriculture, 

industry, mining, inflation, the balance of payments and foreign 

exchange. 

Part two analyzes recent trends and developments on a country 

by country basis, including studies on Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 

Colombia, Cuba, El Salvador, Guatemala, Hexico, Uruguay and 

Venezuela. 

Part three consists of a series of studies on certain basic 

raw materials, limited for this year to some minerals of primary 

importance. 

It should be explained that even if the emphasis of this study 

is on recent events, the economic problems of the region are 

considered throughout the study in the light of the basic structure 

of the economies of the Latin American countries and are 

interrelated generally with the studies on economic development 

prepared by the Secretariat. 

The study of 11Effects of the United States Def-ense Programme 

on Latin American countries 11 analyzes the effect of this programme 

on Latin American trade, with special emphasis on the availability 

of capital and other essential goods for the econoiTic development 

of the Latin American countries. 

5. Economic Development Problems 

The Secretariat has prepared for the consideration of the 

Commission several studies related to the most importru1t problems 

of Econorric Development. The preparation of a series of studies 

on Econornic Development in Latin American countries which was 

started in the past years has been continued, covering for this 

sassic•n,. Bcdivia, Cuba and Guatemala. Last year's studies 

/included 



included Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Mexico. 
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The studies on Economic anct·Legal Status o! Foreign Investments 

·are also a continuation of those presented at the Third Session. The 

studies submitted last year includeq the following countries: 

. Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cu'Qa, Uruguay, Guatemala, 

Hexico and Venezuela. The studies for this session cover Bolivia, 

Costa Rica, Honduras, Peru and Paraguay. 

"Theoretical and Practical Problems of Economic Growth" is a 

study in which special considerat'ion is giv<in to the problems of . . . 

progr8.mmes for economic development. 

The study on Productivity of the Cotton Textile Inpustry in 

Selected Latin American countries wa.s undertaken as a special 

project in an effort to establish th.:;; facts and analyze tht:~ factors 

affecting productivity in under-developed countrie.s. 

The report on the Technical Assistance Programme describes the 

progress made in the fi~ld of Technical Assistance in· Latin America 

and has been prepared at the special request of. the· Commission at 

its Third Session. 

The Commission at its Third Session also requested the 

Executive Secretary,·in cooperatiun with the International Labour 

Organization and other specialized agencies concerned, to set up a 

Working Com;~ttee at the Secretariat Level to study the relation 
. ' 

between economic development of Latin America and Imrnigration and 

to assist the Latin I.merican countrie:;>, at their request,. in ~he. 

promotion of economic development thrpugh immigratioi1~ .. 

6. Foreign Trade Problems 

The Study: of Latin Amer:i,can-European Trade was undertaken at 

the request of th~ Com .. rnission_ at its Third Session in a resolution 

asking for a study on ways end m,eens to expand .trade between Latin 

America and Europe,. on bases wh:i,.ch are practical and equitable to 

the interests of both groups of countries. This study analyzes the ' 

fe.ctors that have affected long-term developments .of European-Latin 

American trade and present problen;s of payr11ents. It also analyzes . . '' ~ ; 

triangular trade relations between Latin America, Europe and the 

/United States. 
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United States. The Survey will present·a series of commodity 

studies to show the variations in the share of European supplies 

coming from Latin America. 

The report on United States capacity of absorbing American 

Products is an attempt to analyze the influence of economic 

activity in the United. States on imports from Latin America. 

7. ECLA-FAO Joint ~Jork Program1ne 

ECLA and FAO have c',)ntinued cooperating in the field of food 

and agriculture in Latin America and in November 1950 a new and 

comprehensive agreement was signed by the Executive Secretary of 

ECLA and the Director General of FAO. A note by the Executive 

Secretary gives an account of the new agreement and of the common 

activities· in the region. 

8. Measures to increase the availability of supplies of educational, 

scientific and cultural natGrials 

The Commission at its Third Session passed a resolution 

requesting the Executive Secretary to collaborate with the Director 

General of ill~ESCO in the study of measures to increase the 

availability of supplies of educational, scientific and cultural 

materials. A note by the Executive Secretary reports on the action 

taken on this matter. 

9. Measures :i.n relatLm ·to ·internatiorial · acti·)n for conservation·· and 

utilization of non-agricultural resources 

The Economic and Social Council at its twelfth session passed 

a rese>lution on "Measures in relation to international action for 

conservation and utilization of non-agricultural resources,11 in 

which, inter alia, a request is made tl) the regional commissions 

to consider this matter and make such rac::mmrendations as they deem 

w~uld be useful. The-Executive Secretary has prepared a note on 

this subject. 

10. South American Petroleum Institute · 

The Ecvn.xrl.c and Social C;:)uncil decided at its tenth sessi,)n 

to place the South American PetNleum Institute on the register of 

/Non-Governmental 
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Non-Governmental Organizations,·and has asked the Economic 

·com.1lti.ssion for Latin America to advise the Council on the 
*"" . \ applicativn ·vf the South American Petroleum Institute for 

consultative status in cate&ory B. By an Administrative 

oversight_this question was not put to the consideration of the 

Cpmmission at its Third Session and, therefore, the Commission 

'will-have to consider this matter and take a decision during 

this session. 

lL Coordination between the ·Economic Conmission for Latin America 

·and th~ Inter:--Anerican Economic and Social Cvuncil 

In acc0rdance with paragraph 9 of its terms of reference the 

OomrnisJsion. has c)operated and taken the necessary measures to 

coordinate its activitlies with the Inter-American Economic and 

Social G~,uncil. As in previous years these arrangements will be 

reviewed by the C.)lll!iJiSsfon<. 

12. Relations ~ith Non--Goverr:u!lental Organizations 

At its tenth session the Econvmic and Social Council revised 

the statute for consultative arrangements with non-governmental 

organizations, and adopted two systems 'Of rules, one for the Council 

itself _and anoifner one for its functional comnrl.ssions. 

,In accordance with paragraph 7 (b) of the Commission's terms 

of. refer!='nc.e this action by the Economic and Social Council calls 
• ! • " 

for the .. reyision of the· rules of procedure of the Commission dealing 

with relations with non-governmental ·,)rganizations. The Commission 

will need, subject to the approval of the Council, to adopt one or 

Q~her of t[le new procedures. The Executive Secretary is suggesting 
. . . 

to the Commission that the rules adopted for the functional 

c~ssim1s ·be· applied by the Commission, because they are simpler 

and more general than th,)se of the Council itself and would appear 

· · • ·therefore more suitable • 
. .. . . 

13. 'Wo:H( Progra'::l.'"Je~- a..'t:J. Priorities 

· The Co:nr<Jisl;lion ,may wish to consider the. work programme of the 

skcretari.;lt for 1951-1952 in the light of the Progress Report of 

/the Executive 
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' 
the Executive Secretary and his·sta.'tement for·the Ad-Hoc Committee 

of the· Council, as well as in the light of the reco~end.ations to 

be adopted at the Fourth Session. !t :l..s suggested that this item 

be considered during the latter part.of the Session. 

The Executive Secretary intends to present ±ri the course of 
the session a·staterrient whichwill include continuous projects, 

projects already started and new projects contemplated. In 

accordance with the decisionS 6£ the Geheral Assembly and the 

Econoll)i.c. and Soc.~al Council, he will ind~cate what are. the. 

financial irilpJications.~f the Commissi.on'.s .. decision~?- .iz:t order 

to facilitate the considerations of the \vork Programme of the 

Commission from the point of view of the most economic use of 

available resources and of priorities.attached to various projects. 

14. Review of Regional Economic Commissions by the E·conomic and Social 

Council 

It should b~ recalled that the Economic. and. Social Council 

includ~d in the Commission':;:~· tarms of reference the following 

. paragraph: . 
11Not later. than 1951 the Council shall make a special review 

of the .. work of the Commission with a view to determining whether 

.~the . Colillldssion should be terminated or continued, and if continued 

w~at. modification .if any should be made in its terms of reference 11 • 

The General Assembly at its Fifth Session adopted resolution 

409 (V) wlfich read.s: 

!'The Ceneral Assembl;z · 

Takes·note.with satisfaction the Economic and Social Council's 

dec:i,sionto undertake in the near future a co.rnplete review of its 

org.anization and op9ration and that of its Conunissions; and 

. Expresses the opinion that the Regional ·Economic Commissions 

should be maintained, although their organization and terms of 

reference may have to be revised in the light of the experience 

acquired since their establishment." 

The Economic an.d Social Council at its eleventh. session 
. l.. 

/decided to 
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decided to review the work of the Regional Economic Commissions at 

its Thirteenth Session to be held in July 1951 and appointed an 

Ad-Hoc Committee to report to the Council on the organization and 

operation of the Council and its Commissions. Document E/AC.34/6 

contains a statement prepared by the Executive Secretary of ECLA 

implementing a suggestion made by the Assistant Secretary-General 

in charge of Economic Affairs at the first meeting of the Ad-Hoc 

Committee_, which the Committee approved. Tflis- statement had to be 

presented to the Ad-Hoc Committee of the Council prior to the 

Commission's Fourth Session. 

The Commission may wish to review the Executive Secretary's 

statement and supplement or modify it, and present fully its views 

and recommendations in connexion with the Council's review of the 

regional conmdssions. It is expected that these views and 

recommendations would be incorporated in the annual report of the 

Commission to the C-Juncil. 

The Commission ma.y wish to consider items 13 and 14 of the 

Agenda together, 




