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At its twelfth’ se551on, the Economic and Social Couheil
adopted a resolutlon (E/1946) whlch prov1ded 1n part (A) for
premoting the systematlc survey and 1nventory of non agrlcultural
natural resocurcesj;and in part (B) for thé holdlng of 1nternatlonal
conferences to deal with particular problems of non-agricultural
resources, These measure:z had been recommended for the. N
consideration of the Council in a report (E/1906) which.had been
submitted by the Secretary-General and arose out of the experiences
gained in the United Nations Scientific Conference on the
Conservation and Utilization of Resources in which over a thousand
experts from more than sixty countries participated. ' Copies of
the Council resoluﬁion and the feport of the Secretary-General are
attached to this note, | |

Both of these propoéaié provide for cbnsultétibn and
co-operation with the regional economic commissions. In connexion
with the first proposal the Council requested the Secretary-General
to consider the suggestibns of regional economic commissions in
initiating work upon the development of interﬁational standards
for the survey and ihVéﬁtbry:dffnonéagribhitural'resources and the
systematic compilation of information emboinng the results of
surveys and inventories of suc¢h resources.,

In the report attached (E/1906) the Secretafy—General outlined
the general procedure which would be followed in organizing the

standards and compilation work which would be carried out separately

/for each
E/CN,12/231
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for each major sub-division of non-agricultural rescurces

(e.g. coal, iron ores, non-ferrous ores, water power). The
Cemmission may wish to postpone ceonsideration of any suggestions
with respect to this work until the Secretary-Generél has
presented to the Economic and Social Councila furthsr statement
of specific plans. and actions taken as is recuired under the
resolution of the Commission can at this time suggest to the
Secretary-General the classes of non-agricultural resources which
mignt be most usefully covered in view of the needs and reslurces
programmes of Member States in the region.

Under the second part of the resolution (B) the Council has
requested the regional economic commissions'”to consider the
present resolution and to make such recommendations as thev dzen
would/be useful in promoting its purposes". In addition, the
Council has instructed the Secretary-General in exploring, at the
request of Member States concerned, the scope and subject matter
of particular conferences to consult regional economic conmissions
concerned when appropriate.

The co-operation of the regional economic commissions can be
of great importance in shaping the entire programme of conferences
for, as suggested in Council discussions, each Commission may
serve as a forum for considering which are the practical problems.
which could be dealt with through the proposed confercences. Below
are listed a number of subjects which illustrate important

problems of economic development for countries in th= rczion wvhich

/it 1s bhelieved
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it is believed would be profitable dealt with through the

Conferences contemylated in the resolution.

l. Iro

sQurces aﬁd>j“e1r Upilz otion for the Davelopment
f ‘ ri :

| Staecl _Industrd

o]

This is a subject which the Coumission secretariat is now
studying. Such a conizience mignt serve to further explore
this subject in a rcoionally integrated economic and technical
fashion, covering ai: the various reinted aspects, from the
availability of crec to the rroblems of demand for and uses
of iron and steel pnroducts,

2. Possibilities for the Ervanded Domestic Use of Petroleum by
mconomlcallv bndav~7fv WOUed Petrolerra Firoducinz Areas.

This 15 onc fa of the energy sector which interests a
few couniries in the reginn. The conference could deal with
the expanced use of »etroclcum and gas as such, or through the
generation of electric power, for local general requirements,
long dlstAnca dlstrlbutloﬂ end cevelopment of special
industries,

)
O
Q]

3. Possibilities of Use of Low Grade Coals and Lignite.

For the countries who do not possess high grade coals the
consideretion of this special aspect of the development of the
energy sector may be useful. A conference could deal with the
preparation, handling, storage, and use of the low grade coals
and lignite,

L, Improvements on *he rmethods of nrenaratlon of mineral products.

e —

This subjec® could be discussed in connexion with several
mineral products common to various countries in the region,
such as:

a) Sulphur from volcanic deposits;
b) Low gred- apatites and phosph ate bearing rocks;
c) Lew grade rnanganese ores;
' d) Sodium, potassiuvm and miscellaneous saline compounds,etc,
5. The Availability and Use of Local Resources to meet Fertilizer
Reguirements.

The fact that the interest in this subject is so universal

/suggests
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suggests that conferences devoted to it might be mcst
effectively organized on a regionzl or sub-resional basis.

Possibilities for a comperative and integrated study of the
nining codes.

A conference on the subject weculd serve to exchange the
experience of the various countries, with view to sinplify
the procedure through which national and foreign capital can
obtain mining leases, and to standardize as far as possible
the terms and procedures of such leases,

Mineral Resources Survev and Apnraisal Technioues.

Among the questions which could ve examined in such a
confereiice are: cost and organization of different types of
surveys, personnel requiremsonts for surveys and training
methedc, pessibilities for integrated resource surveys,
possibilities for the adoption of uniform technical definitions
and nomenclature, establishments of permanent channels for
the exchange of experience and findings, etc,

Lxpanded Use of Local Resources for Building Materials.

The subject is of considersble importance because of the
large construction requirements involved in industrialization
and raising living standards.

—_—

The Development of Energy Resources in relation to one another

nC in welation to _general econcmic development.
f. rerionel energy conference could deal with such
cuestions as: the planning of the energy sector in relation

to gener:1l cconomic development; the relative economies of

the fevelepment of various energy sources for particular
purperao- the most effective use of local economic resources
for tne development of the energy sector; the relative
acvantages of small scale and large scale projects taking into
account local markets and resources,

The Intecsratcd Develovment of Niver and Lake Basins.

» conference on this subject could deal with questions of
evaluation, planning and administration in terms of specific
rojects in the region. Should such a conference be held, it
might be useful at a later date, in view of the importance of
thiz subject toc economic development, to hold further
conferences on specific aspects,
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The orcder of listing of subjects does not indicate the relative
importonce or urgency of their consideration nor is the list to be

regarded as including all sultable topics, It should be noted

£

that the Commission may determine that there are other subjects
of importance or urgency which deserve a higher priority in the
practical nlans for ccnferences,

In view of the Council request, the Commission may wish té
recommend to the Council particular topics on vhich conferences
should be held as soon as practicable. In making any such
recommendstions, the Commission could present suggestions as to
the geogranhical scope of a particular conference; it would be
most useful if the Commission were to select those subjects
which appear to be suvitable for regional or sub-regicnal conferences,
The Commission might also wish to recommend its Member governments
to explore the possibilities c¢f holding conferences on the specific
subjects of interest to the region, and acdvise the
Secretary-General of their views,

The Commission may wish to note that in his report the
Secretary-General stated it would be his policy to make full use
of the secretariats of regicnal economic commissicns in the
planning and organizing ol particular conferences vhenever and

wherever appropriate,






