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:' 

At its t~orelfth session, the Economic. and Social Council:
'...- ·. 

aC:opted a re.solution (E/1946) which provided in part (A) for 

promoting the systematic survey and inventory of non-agricultural 
" ·'' ' •" • • a ··~ ,,. ·,r - .. • -..-... 

natural resources;and in part (B) for the holding of international 

conferences to deal with particular problems of non-agricultural 

resources. These measure:::: had been recommended for the 

consideration of the Council in a report (E/1906) vJhich.had been 

submitted by the Secretary-General and arose out of the experiences 

gained in the United Nations Scientific Conference on the 

Conservation e1nd Utilization of Resources in which over a thousand 

experts from more than sixty countries perticipated, ' Copies of 

the Council resolution and the report of the Secretary-General are 

attached to this no~e. 

Both of these proposals provide for consultation and 

co-operation with the regional economic commissions. In connexion 

Hith the first proposal the Council requested the Secretary-General 

to consider the suggestions of regional economic commissions in 

initiating work upon the development of international standards 

for the survey and inventory'of non-agricultural resources and the 

systematic compilation of information embodying the results of 

surveys and inventories of such resources. 

In the report attached (E/1906) the Secretary-General outlined 

the general procedure which would be followed in organizing the 

standards and compilation work Hhich Hould be carried out separately 

/for each 
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for each major sub-division of non-agricultural resources 

(e.g. coal, iron ores, non-ferrous ores, 1mter power). The 

Com~ission may wish to postpone consideration of any sugge~tions 

vri th respect to this 1:10rk until the Secretary-General has 

pres en ted to the Economic and Social Council a :'-:.'.:'tl.G~' sts:tcne~t 

of specific plans. and actions taken as is recuired und<::r the 

resolution of the Commission can at this time suggest to the 

Secretary-General the classes of non-agricultural resources which 

might be most usefully covered in view of the needs and ~esources 

programmes of l!ember States in the region. 

Under the second part of the resolution (B) the Council has 

requested the regional economic commissions "to consirl.er the 

present resolution and to make such recommendations as they d9G~l 

would be useful in promoting its purposes''. In addition, the 

Council has instructed the Secretary-General in explorinG, at the 

reouest of Member States concerned, the scope and subject matt3~ 

of particular conferences to consult region2l economic COL@lssio~s 

cone erned -vrhen appropriate. 

The co-operation of the regional economic commissions can be 

of great importance in shaping the entire programme of conferences 

for, as suggested in Council discussions, each Comm:.ssion may 

serve as a forum for considering Hhich are the practj_cal problems 

which could be dealt with through the proposed conferences. BelOvl 

are listed a number of subjects which illustrate ir:1po:rtant 

problems of economic development for countries in th~ rcc;ion ·.:-hich 

/it is 1x~.:!.ievcd 
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it is belie~ed would be nrofitable dealt with through the 

Conferences conteu~lated in the resolution. 

1. Iron_g_re :-e.§Qll:.~.PS_:2D:J .J~~1-:cet~:~_.Qti}._i];" t·i.Ql)._for the ·Development 
of T.ocal Leon EL::Q.__S_L::..c'J I~~}lJ,.~t-('ie~. 

This is a subject cvhich the Cor:·nission secretariat is novr 
studying. Such a co~f~~ence might se:-ve to further explore 
this subj ~Jet in a :'C:3)-'molly :i_ntegro. tC?d economic and technical 
fashion? coverin~ al~ the various rci2ted aspects, from the 
availabJ li ty of c:..'<)S to the }::::oble;ns of demand for and uses 
of iron and steel products. 

2. Po_s si biJ_j. tt_e_s_J_o_~_!:;l'.?::.-~Y!18nderJ..J?_o'lec;_tt_c_ Use of Petroleum by 
~cono!'1i. c_"iJ_.J_ v_j)ncte_':..-_.'i~;~)..2::2.~'-L£.:lt':'ol e~2:1. F J'Orluc ine; Areas. 

This is one ieee of the energy sector vrhich interests a 
few coun~ries ::1 tho re;_;i0:1. Tho co~1ference could deal with 
the expanc~ed use of ')etrolcum 3.lld gas as such, or through the 
generation of electric power, for local general requirements, 
long oist~mce distribution 2nd development of special 
industr~es. · 

3. Pos si b~_li ties o_f_1[_§....e_Qf Low Grade C0R.ls R.pd Lignite. 

For the countries ll!ho do not possess high gracl.e coals the 
consider2tion of this special aspect of the development of the 
energy sector may be useful. A conference could deal with the 
preparation, handling, storage, an~ use of·the low grade coals 
and lignite. · 

4. Improvem§llj:Jl___QD__:-Jl.§....J:'..~;:hods of nrenarnt:J,_on. of mi_neral products. 

5. 

This subjec::; coulcl be discussed in cor .. nexion with several 
mineral products :-:o::~1rr:on to vat'ious countries in the region, 
such as: 

a) Sulphur f!'om volcJ.nic deposits; 
b) Low ~r£d~ ap~tites and phosphat6 bearing rocks; 
c) Levi gl··ade nan;sanese O:.'eS; 
o) Sodiu-E, potassium and miscellaneous saline co:npounds,etc. 

The Availabilitv and Use of Local Resources to meet Fertilizer 
Reouir€;me11-t"s:-·-------·--

The fact thet th8 interest in this subject is so universal 

/suggests 
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suggests that conferences devoted to it might be most 
effectively organized on a regional or sub-refional basis. 

6. Possibilities for a conp2r~; ti ve and j_ntegrR tqL_ stucly of the 
mining c_odes. 

A conference on the subject would serve to exchange the 
experience of the various countries, with view to simplify 
the procedure through which national and foreign capital can 
obtain mining leases, on( to standardize as far as poss~ble 
the terEs and procedures of such leases. 

7. MineraJ. Jesources Eurvev and ~nnraisal Techninues. 

Among the questions which could be examined in such a 
conferenca are: cost and organization o: different types of 
surveys, personnel requirerv;nts for surveys anc1 training 
methods, possibilities for integrated resource surveys, 
possibilities for the adoption of uniform technical definitions 
ano. nomr:mclature, establishments of permanent channels for 
the exchange of experience and findings, etc. 

8. Exnandes~ Use of Lncal Resources for BuiJ..cling Eaterials. 

The subject is of considerable icportance because of the 
large ~~nstruction requirements involved in industrialization 
and raising living standards. 

9. Th.,9 ~~£L"~Jopment of Energv Resources in rela tj_on to one another 
anc' in _-,~-~!.l:s tion to general econcrdc development. 

( ro:ioncl energy conference could deal vith such 
o_ue:.U o:::-~:- as: the planning of the energy sector in relation 
to gener·l economic development; the relative economies of 
the ~evclcpment of various energy sources for particular 
nuroo:e~· the most effective use of local economic resources 
~or-the ~ev8lopmant of the energy sector; the relative 
aCva~to::cs of small scale and large scale projects taking into 
account ~ocal markets and resources. 

10. The Int~e~ ~-rCJ ted Develonment of Tii ver R.nd Lake Be.sins • 

. conference on this subject could deal with questions of 
evaluatj_on, planning and administration in terms of specific 
projects in the region. Should such a conference be held, it 
might be useful at a later date, in view of the importance of 
thi~ su~ject to economic development, to hbld further 
conferehces on specific aspects. 

/The orde~ 
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The order of listing of subjects does not indicate the rel3tive 

inport2nce or urgency of their consideration nor is the list to be 

regarded as including all suitable topics. It should be noted 

that the Commission m?y determine that there are other subjects 

of inport2nce or urgency which rteserve a higher priority in the 

prnctical ~lans for conferences. 

In vieH of the Council :cequest, the Commission rnr1y ~:;ish to 

recommend to the COUJ1Cil particular topics on Fhich conferences 

should be held as soon as practicable. In making any such 

recommendations, the Comoission could present suggestions as to 

the geogra~hical scope of a particular conference; it would be 

most· useful if the Con;mission Here to select those subjects 

which appear to be suitable for regional or sub-recional conferences. 

The Commis sian might also , .. dsh to recor:uncnc~ its hember gove:cnments 

to explore the possibilities of holding conferences on the specific 

subjects of interest to the region, and advise the 

Secretary-General of their views. 

The Commission ~2y wish to note that in his report the 

Secretary-General stated it would be his policy to make full use 

of the secretariats of rer;ional economic corm:iss ions in the 

planning and organizj_ng o:C particular conferences \/henever and 

wherever appropriate, 




