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governmental travel organisations and by important
private fifﬁé of the travel industry.

It should aigo be‘pointed but that in the course of
the yeaf 1952, the Interhational Institute of Scientific
Travel Research waé created under the acgis of the IUOCTO.

This Institute aims at establishing the scicentific

doctrine on which could be based future governmental and

private travel promotibn activities. One of the first
rescarch works undertaken by the Institute is a thorough
and comprehensive study of the travel currents between
Latin America and Buropc. It should bear, among others,
on the number of travellcrs, the areas and cities of their
origin and destination, the income groups to which they
belong, ¢tc. This study is already well on its way.

As an example of the work carried out on a rcgional
basis by the IUOTO, apart from the striking results
already achieved by its Europcan Travel Ccmmission,
mention should be made of its Asian and Far Eastern Travel
Commission (AFETC). The IUOTO, which makes full use of
its consultativc status w%th the Economic and Social
Council, had becn for some time in closc coennection with
the Economic Commission for aisia and the Far East of the
U.N. (ECLFE). TFollowing thesec contécts, the wish was
expressed by thce ECaAFE that the IUOTO should launch
regional activities in this part of the world. The
LIUOTO then created its AFETC, and the ECAFE recommended
that its members should join it. The AFETC started its
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activities last year, with the help of the ECAFE which
sent an observer to its first meeting, and went to the
point of handing over to the AFETC the whole of the
travel promoticn wofk that it had carricd out until then.
The AFETC scet itself an important programme of action
which is already being implemented.

An instance of the activities of the IUQTO in
connection with its consultative status is the suggestion
made Jjointly two years ago to the United Nations by the
TUOTO and ancther international institution, the World
Tourist and Asutomobile Organisation, suggestion which
tended to the convening by the United Nations of an
international conference for the conclusion of a world
customs ccnvention for tourism. The Econcmic and Sceilal
Council ordered a consultaticn of the governments on this
point, following waich the Transport and Communicaticns
Ccmmission decided, in February 1953, to ask the Lconomic
and Sccial Council to decide that this conference should
be held in 1954. The World Towring and Lutomobile
Organisaticn and the IUOTO had prescnted a draft custcoms
convention tcgether with their suggesticn.

The TUQOTO would be glad to be called upen by the
Economic Commissicn for Latin Amcrica for its help in
this region, It is ready and willing tc¢ bring to Latin
america countries all the assistance in its power with a
view tc¢ helping them to derive still greater benefits
from tourist travel. Thoe results that the IUOTO has been
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able to achieve in parts cf the world where tourist
travel is far less developed than in Latin America,
give risc to the feeling that still better results
could be achieved in this area, to the benefit of
Latin America countries, beth in the econcmic and
social fields. In a limited sphere, the IUOTO has
already sent scme documentation to the ECLs.

The next annual Conference and General aAsscmbly ¢f
the IUOTO will be held in Lisbon, in Octcober 1953. 4in
invitation to be represented at it will be sent tc the
Executive Secretariat of the ECLa, and the IUOTO would
be gratified to enjoy at this Conference the presence
of such a represcentative.

The IUOTO wculd be happy to bring its contributicn
to the remarkable work already carried out by the ECLa.
It weuld also be happy to help brimging about, there
as everywhere else in the world, the Fifth Freecdom --

the Freedom of lMovement,





