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In the course oF this sesslon the Executive Sccretary
will submit foxr the consideration of the Coumissilon a
statement on the Work Programac and Prioritics 1953-1954,
taking into account the recomucendations contained in draft
resolutlons which may be drescunted,

This statement will be “repared in the licht of the
United Nations Priority Programilcs aéo;ted aﬁ the 1l4th |
Session of the Economic and Socilal Counecil,

The Comnmission in considering ainy recommendations which
may be made by its members in the form of drarlt resolutions
which involve further studies‘&nd activities, will undoubtedly
wish t0 be fTully awarc of the Economic and 3ocilal Council

policy regarding review of work Prograumes and Priorities,

The Council's policy in this resvcct is herein sumarized

5

for the informatlion of the Commission,

DPLLETVIION OF COUNCIL RusOLULION 451 (XIV) HEVIEW OF
WORK PROGR »5E5 ATD wRIOCKITIES

1, Under resolution 451 (LIV) the Economic and 3Sweial
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to review their future programies

(&) in the liszht of the criteria for priorities
established under Council resolution 324 (XI);

(b) in accordance with certain procedures outlined
under Council resolution 402 B(XIII), insofar as they
are apvrlicable; and

(c) in the lisht of the United Nations priofity
programmes listed under Council resolution 451 (4IV).

2. Under 4, B and C below, the relevant provisions of these
three resolutions are set fdrth. Uncer A are indiceated the
criteria to which, in accorcance with the recommendations of
the ‘dvisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
“uestions, the Council sugrests that particulaer reference

should be mads by its commissions.

b, Criteria for Priorities

Council resolution 324 (LI)
3 The criteria which the Council established under its
resolution 324 (XI), were desi-ned Lo ‘provide for the orrans
of the United MNations and the specialized a~encies concerned
a comrron approach tA the evaluation of priorities bhetween
pro-rammes within a particular field of work and between
- projects within those procsrammes's The criteria are as
fallows:

Urgency: 1Is there a pressing need for action of the kind

proposed?
Feasibility:
{a) Can cuelified personel be made available?
o / (b) ire |
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(b) .re local conr 1tIOﬂS likely to be Ifovouradle?

(c¢) Will the Gouvernments concerned narticinate?

Lcope
(a) 7711l the yprovosed action benefit cdirectly ar
indirectly a sgiznificant number of Ilember

tates?

(b} . Will the provnoscd action benefit directly or

indirectly a siznisicant number of people?

Prene tlon and Co~ordination:

(a) Heve the necessary vreliminary studies and
preperation veen pade?.

(b) ilas full account bheen talen of work already
carried out in this field by other
or-enizationg? = /

(c) Hove the possibilities of action or f{inancing
from sources other than United Hations and
the ialized azencies Deen fully @’ﬂOrpuq—/

c
‘s the orsan or ajency concerned hest sulted

,—\
oL

e
[

to undertake the »roposed action? l/
(e) Can the proposed action be integsrated into

other projects in the same field?

(a) Are results likely to be siznificont in
relacvion to the ouvtlay of efifort anc financial
resources and are they likely to accrue within

a reasonable time? l/

1.

1/ The Council, in accordance with the recovendation ol the
sdvisory Committee on duinistretive and Jud; setary
Questions, proposes thet rerticular referenc e he made to
these s»hacific criteria cwencles and corviissions in
their reports,

/ (b) 7ill

wa
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(b) 7111 tlhose results be Cemonstrable?
(c) 'Will the States concerned be in a position to carry
on the proposed activities after they have ceased Vo
be under international auspices?

(d) Will the proposed action assist and stimulate national
action so as to ensure that the international effort
expended produces the maximum results at the national
or regional level?

(e) Will the proposed action assist a significant numbsr
of those lMember States or those people whose needs for
economic and social advancement are greatest? }

(f) Will the proposed action further significantly the
total effort of the United Nations and the specialized
agencies for the promotion of the esconomic and social
objectives outlined in the Charter?ix

4, The criteria should be taken as a whole, and the order in
which they are listed in no way reflects their relative
Importance. They are all subject to two overriding principles:
(a) that international action will be justified only in cases
where the desired results cannot be achisved by unassisted
national asction with some degree »f cerbalnty and within a
reasonable time; (b) that the proposed action must be technically
sound and adapted to its purpose. No single criterion is
intended to be applicable to every programme or project under
consideration. Several of the criteria indeed relate primarily

to operational programmes rather than to long-term studies whish

1/ The Council, in accordance with the recommendations of the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,
proposes that particular reference be made to these specific
criteria by agencies and commissions in their reports.

/may be
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may be necgssary to provide a general framework for action.

Bs Procecdures of steblishment of Priorities

Council resolution 402 B (XIII)
5. The procedures which the Council rdconﬁendei‘fcr applicaﬁnn
by ¢ll its Commissions in establis&inﬁ pro-romme prioritices, s
outlined under itskresolution 402 B (KII ), are os follows:

- (a) The Secretary=Géneral” should report to each s
commission scssion the action whiich he has tuken to carry
out the commission's programmes according to the priorities
previously established, and submlt sugzestions of priorities
for future work, includln@ sugoestions regarding projects
vhich mizht be deferred or LL1m1n,de'

(b) The prosrsmme of work of ecach commission should be
divided into broad subjects, a difierentiation being made,
- where practicable, between those of hisher and lower
nriority;

(c) The broad subjects should be subdivided into three
groups, the Ifirst group consisting of continuing projects
of hl“h prierity, the second group of ad hoc projects alsa
of high nriority, snd the third group of projects of lower
oriority, widlch might be deferred or eliminated, or
undertaken only insofar as resources permitted;

~ (d) It is not necessary to indicate the reletive
importance of individual projcects in the first and second
groups, respectively, mentioncd in (c); but, within the
group of projects of lower DliO"ity, individual projccts
should be listed, if possible, in their order of priority,
or some indica Tlon of priority should bo given;

(e} In the case of ad hoc projects, there should be an
indication of probable duration;

(f) The Secretery-Tensral, within his existing
Uthorlty, should heve discretion as to the scheduling of
work in order that the best use may be made of existing
staff and resources and to tale account of unforeseccn
circumstances which may arise.

Ce United Nations Pro-sramme Priorities

Council resolution 451 (XTV)
6. The statement concerning Unitced Nations pri ty programies
in the rconomic and social ficlds approvsd by the Council under

/resolution 451
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resolution 451 (%IV), coateins a tentativa 1list of 6 major
priority programmes, which in turn are divided 1ntocmntributory
pro-rammes. Ihne list was drawn up subgect to the consideration
that one overriding objective should be kept in view at all
times, namely,the economic and social development of under-
developed areas, Neither the 6 najor priority programwes nor
+he several contiributory progremmes were listed in order of
importance, but by subject matier. Although listed separately
these prowrcrwes should be consi der ecd as inter~dependent and
mutually complementery, The Council recognized "that the
priorities listed will not apply to some urgent problems of
narticular re;ions which may call for specl 2l measuresis It
noted that the list 1s not comprelienzive but rather s list of
’major netivities on which efforts should be further concentrated;
indeed a zreat purt of the cctivities of a coptinuing neture,
including the services designed to orgénize on ﬁhe international
level collaboration between speci.clists and technicizns, have
necessarily not be on sentioned. dor does the list refer to
methods and technicues which are essential in the implementation
of most of these vrogramies; l.e. forms of technical assistance
including advisory social welfare services and improvement of
punlic administrations, as well =s scientific erchanges,

statistics, basic research oa stonderds of living, etc.’. The

Council reco-nized that both the commissions wid the speciclized

.

‘ )

omencies are enseged in  certaln programuns not covered by its
1ist ond 'that mony of those progroamies are of crect importince

and rmust be naintained”. It l‘“U?”LaJ the commigsions, insofar
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as feasible, to give special emphasis to projects likely to
contribute directly to the fulfillment of the recommended
priority programmnes both when reviewing existing projects and
in perticular when initieting any new projects; and to Yinclude
in their next reports to the Council informetion on the action
they have taken in this direction®.
7«  The Cecuncil's list is as followss

Ae 1 case 0 roduction and distributio
A Increased food production e bution

Increased food production:

(a) Better control, momagement and multiple utilization
of lend and woter resources, including the development of
arid zones;

(b) Improved economic incentives for agricultural
producers and workers;

(c¢) Land reforms in connexion with general economic
deveclopment pleans;

(d) cumpaigns against plent and cnimal discases.
Improved utilization of food production:

(a) Improved distribution of food products;

(b) Promotion of beﬁter conservition methods,
particularly in rerard to storage;

(c) Processing of food products within thz countrics

f origin and dissemination of <technical advances in such

o

rocessing.

s}
-
= g

ncreased production in ficlds other than food

|

(a) Promotion of industrial development and of the

improvement of production technigues;
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(b) The trainingz of maaagement and workers,including
vocational education and zuidance;

(c) With a view to the utilization of the natural
resources of a country, the expediting of the establishment
of plans encd development projects in heeavy and lisht
industry, trensport, power and rclated fields;

(d) Bxpediting of the planning and exploration ofr
means of financing such projects;

(¢) Development of incentives, institutions and

attitudes fevourable to increased productivity.

Measurcs for promoting domestic full ecuployment and economic

stability within an expanding cconomy

(a) Action desizned to achieve and maintain full
cnployment; |

(b) Promotion of measurcs for the control of inflation
or deflation;

(c) Promotion of o sterdy growth of international
trade, with due regzord to achicving an eqguilibrium in
international accounts;

(d} Adoption of measures to incrcasce the export by
the economically developed countries of industrial
ecuipment and other capitsl zoods essential to the

development of the under-developed countries,

Scceleration of welfere, social security and basic public

o s e, ot

health programues

(a) Promotion of welfare and social sccurity

Prosramies.,

"

g i
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Social insurance and related mcasures; extension of
social insurance aad provision of assistince in old agoe,
diseblement and sickness;

Tmproved labour standards;

Strengthenine of national progrémm@s for femily and
child welfore;

Extension of housing programmes and assistance in the
provision of housing for people in lower income brackets;
(b) Promotion of %icic public health programaes:

Strengthening of »Huhlic health prosramnies; |
Pruvention and conbrol of the major communicoble

diszases;

——

c) Assisteonce in conriunity development and
organization, with speeial cuphasis on the prowlems of
adeptation of under~developod or tronsplanted communities

to the conditions of modern lifc.

. Devclopment of aducstion znd science

(a) Free end compulsory elomentary education;

(b) FMundamontel educntion for thosc without fornel
schooling;

(c) Bduentvion for a bebtter understanding of the
principles, purposcs and wmethods of intornctionel
co~operation;

(d) Accessibility of education and culturzl life

to all sections of the population;

(¢) Scisntific educ tion and rasec

reh; ’

Fe Formulation snd wider obscrvence of human rights

/(a) Fuller
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(2) Fuller disscminction of the Universel Declaration
of' Humon Rights and completion of the covenants on human
rights:
(b) Promotion of human rights and their observance,
including elimination of forced lebour, of restrictions
on frecdom of association, and of all discrininatory
neesures referred to in the Universsl Declarction of

1

Juman Rights;

{(c) Promotion of freedom of information of the Pioss,






