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In the course of s sessit9n tho Ex:ecutive Secretary 

v-Jill su;Jl:J.i t for t:1e cons ids ration of the co~:u:.1iss ion a 

s te1te:ment on the Norl;: Pro m1d Priorities 1953-1954, 

takinc~ into account tho reconnonda tions con tainod in draft 

resolutions ch be ~)resented. 

Tl:is stc:..tement 11 in lic:ht of the 

United N'"' ons Priority· :p rogrruJJia.es ac~o~;ted at the 14th 

Session of Economic and soc council. 

The comruiss ion cons iderinf; any roco:G.:.i:!loncla ons v1hich 

may be rua.de by its mentors in the form of dra:i.'t resolutions 

which involve further studies cmd activities, vvill undoubtedly 

vvish to be :i.'ully aware of the Economic aocial COlli"1Cil 

policy rec,ardinc review of work Programr.ws and Priori ties, 

The council's policy in this re oct is herein SUl!llilarized 

for tho inforr11ation of the co~,lli1iss ion. 

1, .. der l'Oi30lution Ll51 c:rv) t;he EcOJ:lOliliC ana_ 3'JCial 

Cm.mcil re tod its i't.mcti oE:.::.l end rc~ionnl cor:J.missions 
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to review their future pro?ran11:1 es 

(~) in the light of the criteria for priorities 

est~.blished under Council rl~solution 324 (XI); 

(b) in accordance i.-vith certain procedures outlined 

under Council resolution 402 B(XIII), insofar as they 

are applicable; and 

(c) in the liccht of the United Nations priority 

progra~mes listed under Council resolution 451 (XIV). 

2. Under A, B and C below, the relevant provisions of these 

three resolutions are set forth. Under A are indicated the 

criteria to which, in accorC:.ance with the recommende.tions of 

the dvisory Conr".ittee on 1\d.nlinistrative and Budgetary 

stions, the Council sug,'::ests that particul£u~ reference 

should be made by its con~issions. 

A. Criteria for Priorities 

Council resolution 324 (~I) 

3. The criteria which the Council established under its 

resolution 324 (XI), were 01.. :ned :~o ·;provi for the orcans 

of the United ions and the spe alized a-encies concerned 

a co1unon 2pproach tA evaluGtion of priorities between 

proc_Tarnmes within a p2-.':'ticular field of 1\fork between 

pro,j ects vri thin those pro srammes;,. The criteria are as 

fnllov.rs: 

Urp;ency: Is there a pressing need for action r-f the kind 

proposed? 

Fe_a§.._i bili ty: 

(a) Can nuali eel perso:r.el be n·;ade D.V lablc? 

/ (b) 1'-re. 
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(b) hre locc.~l con~~itions lilccly to be X';::vou:;_~t:~~Jle? 

(c) ~ill the Gouvern~ents concerned particip~te? 

)_C_Q.£§.: 

(a) ~ill the )roposed action benerit ~irectly or 

in0.irectly a s~l.:;)1ific::mt nunl~Jer of Lember 

States? 

(b).Will the pro~osed action benefit directly or 

indirectly a si:nificant nurilier of }eople? 
ll ) nn ~?"11..-, t • ~ _J ,..-, ., • t • 
~-L§..::._:.;,;c...:::_2:_9_:~ _::;,__11~;_ Go -orv. ln c1 , lOTI: 

(a) Hove the neces sc:try lJrelilllinC\ry studies and 

pre:;lc:ration oeer1 ;ac_e?. 

(b) ;r,"-s full i?lccotmt been taken of 1·mrk .J.lready 

c2rried out in this fiel~ by other 

Or.,,,_,l1..;'7 "1tl'0 .. 1'-~? 1/ 
, __ . C 1,.l ..1.. .!.J C. 1 .. ~-..~ • 

(c) Hcve tte pocsibilitie~ of action or financing 

frOh'- sources otiwr tll.:m United r;ations and 

tb.e s_)cci2lized a:_:;encie.s ~Jc=::en fully e:c~Jloreu.?Y 
(d) I~' the o:c:_,.::m or a,;ency concerned best suited 

to unc~ertake the :'rOj_)Osed action? 1/ 
(e) Can the ~roposed action be intecr2ted into 

other }rojects in the Sc.t.E1e field? 

:?.e:'Jults: ------
(D.) A:ce results lil;ely to be ~3i.:;nific.nt in 

relo.L.:i,on to the outl2y of ef:;~o:ct c.:nc~ financial 

resources nnd cTe ti-1ey likE.;ly to c:;ccrue within 

a rec.Lsonablc, ti.i:1 e? ]..} 

JJ The C~ouncil, L1 '-'CCorc~c:mce \dth the rcco r enc.~c'tion o:'_' tlle 
u .. bi.sory Co:-,'mi t t(~e on .. c~ jnistr2ti ve and .Juc; ~;ctary 
(\ ,. 'l t t' l " ' ' t '-'!.uc.sclons, proposes "Cnc" ··c:r lCU .... clr :;_~cJ..ercnce ;;e me:"Co.e o 
these s-l,;dfic criteria by 2'~eEcics ~mel con<~issions in 
t:1eir reports. 

1 ( b l :ill 
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{b} .~ill those 1·est..tlts be G.eru.onstruble? 
(c) ·Vfill the States concerned be in a position to carry 

on the proposed activities after they have ceased to 
be under international auspices? 

(d) VHll the proposed action assist and stirilulate national 
action so as to ensure that the international effort 
expended produces the maximum results at the national 

or regional level? 

(e) VJill the pro posed action assist a significant number 
of those Member States or those people whose needs for 
economic and social advancement are greatest? 

(f) Ifill the proposed action further significantly the 

total effort of the United Nations and the specialized 

agencies for the promotion of the economic and social 
1' objectives outlined in the Charter?-' 

4. The criteria should be taken as a whole, and tbe order in 

which they are listed in no way reflects their relative 
importance. They are all subject to two overriding principles: 

(a) that international action will be justified only in cases 
where the desired results cannot be achieved by unassisted 

national action vrlth some degree of certainty and within a 

reasonable time; (b) that the proposed action must be technically 
sound and adapted to its purpose. No single criterion is 

intended to be applicable to every programme or pro je ot under 

consideration. Several of the criteria indeed relate primarily 

to operational programmes rather than to long-term studies whieh 

1/ The Council, in accordnnce -vvith the recommendations of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative nnd Budgetary Questions, 
proposes that particular reference be made to these specific 
criteria by agencies and commissions in their reports. 

/may be 



E/CN.l2/310 
5 

may be necEfSsary to provide a ;;en framework for action. 

Council resolution 402 B CGII) 

s. Tho procedures which the Counc rcco;:ir,cnc.o.' for application 

by .3.11 its Cormniss in ostE'.bli prorrc mrne iori ti OS 1 CcS 

outlined under s resolution 402 B I~), 2re us follows: 

6. 

in 

(a) The Secretary-G0neral- should I"\; port to eo.ch 
commission .sc.:s on thu action ch he lle.s tc.ken to ce.rry 
out the commissjon's programmes accordinz to the orities 
previously established, ar;.d submit sug2_:c~stions r:riorities 
for future itvork, including estions reg~:lrding projects 
~hich mi~ht be or cl ted; 

(b) The pr 
divided into broad 
where prnctice.ble, 
:;;riority; 

of V'Jork of commission should be 
subjects, a differentiation being 
between those hi~hcr and lower 

(c) The broad oubjects should be 
groups, the fi group con:s:Lstincr; of 
of hish pri0rity, tho 
of high ;:>:ciori ty, r:nd 

subdivided into three 
continuing projects 
ad hoc projects SR 
of projects of louor 

~riori ty, •.:hich might bo defor•.~ 
underta1wn only as re.sourves 

el irlin e.t od, or 
porraittod; 

(d) It is not necessary to indicate tho rolat 
importance of vidual proj3cts the first and secbnd 
groups, rospectivoly, mentioned in (c); but, within the 
group of proj (;cts of lm·;er priority, in eli vidual pro j octs 
should be li ad, if pos8iblo, in their order of priority, 
or some incl.ic :'.tion of priority should ]j ~; gi von; 

(e) In the case of 2,d hoc proj c:cts, there should be <.:en 
indication of prob::1.ble dl:ration; 

(f) 'l'he :Jeer ry-'}cm.T::-tl, his '-~xi sting 
allthori ty, should discrc;tion as to the: schedul 
work in order t the bost usb may be nade of oxis 
stn:Cf and resources and to t8.ko c::ccount of unforo.:Jc..on 
c cumstances which nmy 2crise .. 

Council resolution 451 (~IV) 

e statement cone G Unitcc1 ons priority 

, conomic and so al tho Council under 

s 

....... ----------------------------------~---··· 
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resolution 451 (XIV), contains a tentativa list of 6 major 

nri ty progro.Hrr~::e s, :vJhich in turn are divide d. into contributory 

pro·-rammes. T~1e list was dre:vvn up subject to the consideration 

thett one overriding objective should be kept in vie1
,'f s.t all 

tint.'3 s, namely, economic a:.1.d social development under-

developed areas. Neither the 6 najor priority program~s nor 

the sever<:'.l cocrtl~ibutory pro[;r2.rames were listed in order of 

irnportance, but by subject r(12.tter. Although lis ted sep2r<:.·.tely 

these pro 3 should be considered as inter-dependent anrl 

rmtually COTt!plemontc>.ry, The Council recoc;nized 11 that the 

priorities listed ltJill not 2.pply to some urgent problems of 

icul<:u" re:.ions w'1ich may ce,ll for speci2.l measures 11
• It 

noted that t:,he list is not com.pi.'e}Hmsi ve but rather 11 a list of 

major activities on which s should be i'l)rther concentrated; 

indeed a p<Tt of the e.c"civi ties of a continuing ne.ture, 

in.clucli the services designed to or~anize on the international 

level collabora.tion be t.vv-een speci2.lists and technicir::.ns, hc:,ve 

necesS'.:?.rily not been ::1entioncd. ~Jor does the list refer to 

mBthods ~::;.n..J techni es 1:Jhich <.::cce essential in implemsnte.tion 

of nost of these of technical assistance 

including advisory soci welf.'are servic~:s ari( ir:1provement of 

pu'-llic i.l.duinistrations, as 1·vell 2s cci 

stntistic~>, basic rose~~rch on st·.11 of living, etc.;'• The 

Council reco zed t both the cornmissions c,nd t:.he speciz:·,liz.ed 

<'<'l_;enci es c:Te en in certt:.in o~r~mQ~s not covered oy lts 

list .::·nd ,;tl1c:.t mo.:,_:y of tho::;e pro::;:raumes are of e 

<-end must be naintained"., It r st th(:: conn"lissions, insofar 

~ ~le, 
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as feasible, to give special emphasis to projects likely t~ 

contribute directly to the fulfillment of the recomnwnded 

priority pro,gral11ines both when reviewing existing projects and 

in p2rticulco,r v.;hen initi2ting any ne1:\r projects; ancl to ;'include 

in their next reports to the Council inforL;<?.t ion on the c.cti on 

they h2.ve tnken in thi:3 dire cti on;1 • 

7. The Ccuncil's .list is as follows: 

A. Increased food nroductton [lnd d-; stribution 

Incre~sed food production: 

(a) ::3etter control, n~'.nr:.~~cli1ent and multiple utilization 

of l2,nd c:md wc.ter resom,ccs, including the development of 

arid zones; 

(b) Improved economic incentives for a~ricultural 

producers and workers; 

(c) Land reforms in connoxion with general economic 

development plsns; 

(d) .C< .. :7l.p.::dgns ag::dnst pLmt and. animal diseases. 

Improved utilization of food pl'oduction: 

(a) Improved distribution of food products; 

(b) Promotion of better cons erv .•.tion ; ethods, 

particularly in reGard to storage; 

(c) Processing of food products within thJ countries 

of origin and dissemination of technical advances in such 

processing. 

B. l_ncrc2'-~g_d _pr odu~tiQ_n_in fi cld.:.~ other:_thcuL fooc!__ 

(a) Promotion of industrial dovclopment c~nd of the 

i1np:c~ovemcnt of produc·~,ion teclmi es; 

/ (b) 'l'he 
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(b) The trainin~ of mL:w.gcL1ent and vvorkers, including 

vocc-;_tiona.l education and .rr.uid::-.nce; 

(c) h a view to the utilization of the natural 

resources of 2 country, the expediting of thE:: establ:ishrnont 

of plans .e.nc: development proje s in heavy and li(:.ht 

industry, trr:msport, power ;;md r'(:la ted fields;· 

(d) Expediting the planning and explor<::ttion of 

i;1eans of financing such projects; 

( 0) Development of incentives) ins·titutions c-md 

oductivity. 

C. l'-~Ie..s.!? .. ~.:!T...£§_fo~~QflOtin:,;_g.o,Jc:: :3t ic .full er.Q.P.lo,:y:ment .::md economic 

§..tntlilj;,..ty 1rlithin r.n ~::mml.dinL._~..Q!lQ..n:!Y 

(a) Action desi:?:;ned to achieve .:1.nd m.aintain full 

cmploywent; 

(b) Promotion measures for the control of inflation 

d .L•l' ..... or e.1 2.. GlOn; 

(c) Promotion of . ste2dy growth of international 

trade, with due re;,~".'.rd to achieving .s.n equilibrium in 

international accountsi 

(d)_ J..,.doption of mommres to incrc.::se the e:.::port by 

the economically developed countries of industrial 

e0uipm2nt and other capitRl ads ss ial to t,he 

devolopme:mt of the unC:cr-d0vclopod countries. 

(a) Promotion of vmlfP.l.ro tJ.ncl social sc:curi ty 

progr1.mr1c:s: 

insurE·.nce 



,, 
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Social insurance ~nd related measures; extension of 

soci insur2.11ce 2,.1d provision of assist~ nee old 

di se,blement sickness; 

Improved labour standards; 

Strengthcnins of n,i.tional progrc.rnwes for f2.1~1ily and 

child vielfc:re; 

Extension of housing progrcurm:es as ste,nce the 

provision oE housi for people in lmvor income bl:','lckc:ts; 

(b) Promotion of public health progre.mE1es: 

Strengthen in) ic hcc:.l th pro,:;re.:m.:Je s; 

Pr ,_;vent::.on ?.n<l coJ1t rol of the m2.j or con1Iinmicc:ble 

dis:;;;c:.oes; 

(c) As st2nce in comr'unity dev0lopment 2nd 

adaptation of und0r oped or tr:.:.nsple.ntud communi ti s 

to the conditions of modern lifo. 

(a) e compulsory ~montary educ~tion; 

(b) Fu.ndam~;ntc.l educ,:·.tion those thout form'.l 

schooling; 

(c) ~due~ on for a better undars 

pr cipl.)s, purposes 

co-operation; 

(d) cos ibility of education and cultur~l life 

to all sections of tho population; 

(a) Scient:. ic .tion 

/ ( '-'-) Fuller 
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(a} Fuller dj_ S0ominc,tion of the Uni vcrsc:.l Declaration 

of Hun1C'.n Rights and completion of tho covenants on hum['"n 

rights: 

(b) Promotion of human rights and their obsc~rvcmce, 

eluding oliminC~:\Jion of forced ' f . t. oour, o rcstrlc J.ons 

on freedom of as oc ion, and of all discriminatory 

meEsurcs referred to in the Uni Vf;rsc-.1 clr:::.rction of 

Hu1n:..1n ~hts; 

(c) Promotion o 'ro of infonnation of t 28 • 




