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PROGRESS RAEPORT ON ECLA/FAQ COLLABORATION

As stated in the Memorandum of Understanding between the
y
Director General of the Fecod and Asriculture Organization and
the Executive Secretarv of the Fconomic Coamission for Latin

America, work in regard to economic problems of agriculture

is a responsibility of both ECLA and FAJ; ECLs is primarily
concerned witlh econonie problems of agriculture in relation to
overall developrent while FAO is interested in these “robleas
in relation.to economic problems oi agriculture in other
regions of the wrld and in connexicn with its resnonsibility
for all technical agricultural problens in this rezion.
Accordingly, the Secretariats of the two organizations have
Worked closely together in arder vo supplenient and strengthen
each other's activities in this field. As mav be seen frou
the prosramnes outlined below they have gradually widened the
area of their collaboration.
During the past year the two orgaﬁizations have colleboratec

on the following nrojects:

/1. Azrvicultural
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1. Agricultural Credit Seminar held in Guatemala City
from 15 September to 15 October 1952

Ihis meeting was attended by agricultural credit experts
from 9 countries. Study and discussion of the principles and
practices and the main problems on agricultural credit in
relation to agricultural production and development centred on
the papers prepared in advance by‘participants and by the

Secretariet. Document ¥/CN.12/305 (Agricultural Seminar in

Central America) presents the results and conclusions of this

:

meeting.

2. dJoint Working Party on Technicul Assistance in Central
Anerica

Sy

As may be seen {rom document L/CN.12/296 on the economic
integration ancd reciprocity programme in Central America, FAO
was a member of the inter-agency Working Party which assicted
the Minlsters Comnittee on Econonic (o-operation to draw up a
joint technical assistance programme for Central Americg as a
whole. TAD has agreed to particinate together with TAA, EuLA
and other agencies in iwnlementing the recuests of the Central
American governments for assistance in carrying out a long-
range nrogramme oif regional econcaic developaent.

3. Studies of the ipricultural Division of the Hconomies
of Individual Ccuntries

These studies are cimed at clearly showing the economic
progress of the country's: agriculture in its relation to the
entire economy of the country. Thiee of these studies have

been finished:

/) Ecuador.

ahﬂMﬂMuL______________ , ———
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a) Ecuador. This was a part of the study of economic
development of Ecuador. The agricultural part of this
repert 1s especially serviceable because of the
previous lack of any detailed publication covering

agriculiure on that country. The study is reported

as document E/CK,12/295 (Studv on Economic Developient

of Ecuador). Also a sepcrote paper on a reduced scale
has been prepared.

b) Brazil. A reconnaissance survey of the agricultural
economy of Brazll prepared in part through the use of

3

an agricultural economist ol nigh steanding in Brazil,
wio travelled throughout the country interviewing
agricultural leaders and farmers and analysing
availlable government statistics, Tor the first time
the agriculture of Brazil was analysed by dividing it
into areas, which simplified the presentation of the

"material. See the report E/CN.12/307,

¢) Feru. A somewhat similar study in Peru is also on
the way; the field work has been completed and the
azricultural ctatistics assembled., The report could
‘not be finished in time for presentation to the Rio

Confereice.

Lo Of an entirelv different nature from the broad reconnaissance

(a3

surveys just mentioned, is a projec involving a detailed study

3
of " the farm incertives to increase agricultural production. This

/study which
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study which attempts a speciall sampling.technigné of the
situ ion in Latin America is being made first in one country --
that 1s, in the central valley of Chile. Here more than 400
wnits, selected at random from all farms in two provinces, were
stucied in detail, to determine the factors affecting the
decisions of the individual farmers to produce.

The study is significant because it is one of the very Ifew
instances in Latin America where a resedrch nas been nade into
the thinking and Juth”ﬁ of LpuleHuﬂl farmers, This is reported

as document b/gx.lZ/jOJa

5. A Study oi Trade bebtween Latin America and Europe
This studv which has been published as a printed document by

the United Nations, was prepared by the ZIcononic Commission for

Latin America, the Iconomic Commission for Europe . and thc Food

A

and Agriculture Organizaticn.

,

0. Agricultural Chapter - Iconomic Survey

~

This chapter was prepared by the staff of the ICLA
Agriculture Division, centred around a study of the volicies
and means used by Latin-American Governments Ho stimulate
agricultural developient and the results thus obtained, The
study was supvorted by historic and current data on procducticn,

.

3

prices, exports and imports of agricultural goods,
The statistical date used in thic chapler were checked LY

the statistical branch of the Food and Asriculture Organization

-
¥
4

in Rome, and a determined effort has becn macde to sec that the

3 2

data used are the latest and most authoritative aveilable. See

/document .E/CN, 17/291
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document E/CN,12/291 (Fconomic Survey 1951-1952).

7. TFulp and Papsr Study

One of the activities co-operatively pursued by FAO and
ECILA has been an investigation of the proszects for pulp and
paper imdustries in Latin America. This work has also been
staffed by both organizations and the report has been released

—

as BE/CN.12/294 (Prelimincry Study of the Fossibilities for the

) 1 h

Developuent of Pulp and Yeper Industries in Latin America).

Looking forward to the months abead the following i1tems
have been included in the tentative work orogramme:
1) preparction of special papers for the regional
meecting of the Food and Agriculture. Organization

in Mexico City in July 1953;

o
St

collection of date and anaiyses For the
agricultural chaster of the next Survey;

3) a continuation oi country studies {irst completing
the study in Peru and then adding studics on other
countries not vet covered;

4) continuation of work in the paper and pulp industry.






