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NATIONS UNIES

TO: lvlembc 1'8 0 f t I'D Staff of th~ Unit ed Niltions •

1. The a tt::l.ched Pro vis ioml Procurement Rules, which I have

upproved tod8.y, are int erded to provide the b3. sic :.1.uthor ity for

the purchase of supplies and equipmont r'3Cju:ired for the United

Nations.

2. I havE:; direct8d the Assistnnt Secretary-General in charge of

Conference and General Services to }rovide an adequate procurement

staff.

TRYGVE LIE

Secretary-Gene ral
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PROVISIONAL PROCUREMENT RULES-------------

Rule L

All purchases and contracts for articles or services made Dy the

United Nations shall be made by advertising, except as provided in

Rule 3.

Rule 2.

Whenever advertising is used:

(a) The :.cv,~ri.iscn18nt for hids shall be a sufficient time

previous to the purchase or contract, and specifications and

invitations for bids shall permit such full and froe competition

as is consistent with the procurement of typeo of articles and

services necessary to meet the requirements of the United

Nations.

(b) All bids shall be publicly opened at the time and place

stated in the advertisement. Awnrd shall be made with reasonable

promptness by written notice to that responsible bidder whose bid,

conforming to the invitation for bids, will be most advantageous

to the United Nations, price and other factors considered,

provided that acceptance by the Assistant Secretary-General in

charge of Conference and General Services of any other than the

lowest bid conforming to the invitation for bids, or his rejection

of any bid on the ground of the bidder's not haVing the essential

qualification and means to perform satisfactorily the requirements

of the irlvitation, shall be final, and in each ouch case he shall

file with the original contract a statement of the advertisement,

provided, further, that all bids may be rejected when the

Assistant Secretary-}eneral in charge of Conference and General

Services determines that it is in the interest of the United
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Rule 3. Exceptions to Advertisins Requirements

Purchases and Contracts may be negotiated without advertising if:

1. the exigency vill not ac1mit of. t~Erdelay. attendant upon

nclvertiGing;

2. thc nBcrecate umount involvco. does not exceed $1;000,000;

3. for peroonnl o~ profesoionnl. oervicos;

4. for m~dicines, medical supplicc,hospitalor surgical

cupplieo or prosthetic applimlceG;

5. for proprietary articles, porishable Guboiotence Dupplies

or other supplicD or serviceD for '\-7hich it is impracticable to

secure competition;

6. the :pricoo or rn.tos for the iter.l. are {ixod purcuant to

leGislation, and there is no other avc.ilnblo cource of supply,

such 0.0 telephone and electric service or tran~iortation, where

rates arc approved by regulatory bodies;

7. the Asoistcnt Socrctcry-Gcncral in charge of Conference

~md Gcnere.l Service C Qctorninos that the procurenent without

c.dvorticing is ne COoO:'l.ryin order to aocure ctandD.rdizo.tion of

equipment and interchcngec.bility of pcrtc;
,.

8. the ~osistant S~cretc.ry-Gonoral in chGrge of Conference

ancl Genoral Serviceo cloterninoo tLo.t o.dvortising o.nd. competitive

bictding d.o not produce rec.cono.blc prices in<lepo·ndontly arrived

o.t in open competition;

9. otherwise c.uthorizcll by the Socretnry-Gonero.l.

Rule 4. Negotiated Contro.cto

Contrncts nesotintcd purcuo.nco to Rule·2 ~y bo·acconpliohed in

a mo.nnor which, in the opinion of the Assistant Secroto.ry~Genero.l in

chargo of Co~Serence and GonorQl SorviceG, will pro~ote the best

interoGto of tho United Nations.
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Advance payments may be nuthorized v.'ith thE: approval of the

Fimnce Office when it is customarJ7 commercial practice in the country

in which the purchase is being made.

Rule 6. pelegp.tion oL I.uttlOrity

The ;lssistant Secretary-General in chlrge of Conference and

General SeI'vices is au thori zed. to delegate the powers to ma ke

determimtions or decisions specified in Rules 2,·3 and 4 as

may be necessary for administrative expedience.

Rule '7
f • V:ritten Justification of Determination

&1.ch determimtion or decision required by Rule 2 and by

Sub-sections 1, 3, r: .. 6J, , 7, 8 and 9 of Rule 3 and by Rule 4 shall be

based upon written findings mo.de by tho official mc"Jking such

detennimtion, which findings shall be final and shall be preserved

in th e applicflble case files.

These rules shall become effective as of 11 March 1946.

TRyr;VE LIE

Secretary-General




