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Held at t6ke Success, New York/ '-ridaf, 20 ·September 1946 at 2:00 p.m. 

The following were present: 

Chairntan: Mr. Martin • 

Mr. Riddell 
Mr. Yang 
Mr. Zuleta Angel 
Mr. P.erriex 
Mr. }.Js.lik 
Mr.~ Parro 
Mr. Medved 
Mr. T~plialcov 
Sir George. Randel 
Mr. Fowler 
Mr. Mates 

(Canada) 

(Canada) 
(China) · 
( c olot:lbia) 
(France) 
(Leban.an) 
(Peru) 

. (Ukraine) 
(U.s.s.R.) 
(Urrlted Kingdcu) 

-(tl"li ted States) 
(Yugoslavia} 

•, 

~ec::retariat: Sir R&phael Ciient·o, Director ot the Re~e D1 vision ~ 

Conclusion of the discussion on the· Draft Cczstitut1on ot the International 

Retusee Orgenize.tion (£i!/92). · 
I 

Mr. ~ (LEBANOK) was able to report that the Draftins Sub-Committee 

which had been appointed to find an acceptable formula with reference to 

the proposal of tbB Egyptian Government (E/134), had succeasfuilt complete~ 

its work, 

There had been ~imOuB agree~trt on .the toll ewing text• which 1 t was 

e~ated should 'be added as paragraph 1, .sub .. paragtaph (g) of Annex I 

General Principles: (E/92): 

"fs) The Organi~ation should endeavour ·tQ cS:rey out its functions · 
' 

"in respect of resettlement and re-eatabli'ahm.ent in -euc~ a way as to 

avoid disturbing t'r1endlr relatione between natione, 11 

I 

Mr. MALIK wholeheartedl.7 a_l)proved tlle inolusion Of this text, but 1n 

view of its sreat dieeim1lar1 ty to the })i-opoeal of the Egyptian Government, 

moved that a formal vote be taken on the latter. 

. ' 

.. 



apPOlntll&~ o:f a batting group clearly indicated that its co~romiee 

tsxt would replace that of the Egyptian Government and would not be 

. supplementary to 1 t. In view of Sir George 's remarks, Mr. MALIK w1 thdrew 

hie request for a vote on the Egyptian text ~d the now sub-paragraph (g) 

was accepted w1 thout further coimnent. 

· · ·Mr~o TEPLIAKov:(u.s.s.R.-) regretted tpat-the drafting group which'· 

had attempted to find a compromise text between the· word~ng · of Part I; 
Se.ct1on A, paragraph 4 of Annex I and that of the tJl:treinian :and Soviet 

proposed amendments (E/~S8 and E/135), had been_unsuccessfUl in its 
' . . 

efforts. He wished for a further eXplanation from the United States 

Delegate as t'o why he eupported th~e retention of paragr~ph 4 as 1 t stoqd. . . . 

Mr. FOWLER (UNITED STA~ES) considered that while it was right to 

state that as a general ru_J-e' childreD; should be repatrfat.ed1 it would be 

a mistake to inciude this ·as a rigid ·_obligation. Paragraph 4 did al,low 

f.or exceptional cases where repatriation might result iri unne.cessary. 

Mr. MATE~ .. (YUGOSLAVIA) then .Prt?P()Bed the t:oll<?wi%18. furthe!' .. ·~ndlne.nt .. ·. 

to paragraph 4: to insert the word "earliest" before "repatriation" · and · · ·' 
• • •• 4 •• 

to substi:tute for. the final c·lause beginning ''or when· Qompelling .•• i' "., 

'the words ."or in. other ca~;Jea with the coJtSeJlt of the gove~nt of ~iz:··· . .'::' 

national! ty. " · · .. 

He pointed out that both from the legal and from the humanitari~ ·: 

aspect the. gove~nt of. an orph~n chil.d' s .cou,nt.:r;oy of na.tionali.ty alone 

could act·a~ hia legitimate gaard1an. and · if excaptiqnal cases did ~ppear .... 

where repatriation would seem to interfere with the weltar~ of the· child, 

there need no..,:be an¥ appreheneio:fls ·-regardfM ·~he e.tt~tud:e of the · · 

government in que-et1.on. Tl:le-. YugoelaY,·GoVe~nt res~rded, t~is. ql,l~B1i.~~; 

as being of paramount importance nnd wou~d.n~ist·.;en:-J:~~ _lp~itimat& ~1Sht 
. . 

to p.rPte.ct and take care of~ o.rph!Ul childrf)n· o.t; Y.pSQ~l~v.: ~~~o~:l! t7 · . Where 

no.tiona.l1 ty was not .known, the: cbi~dr~n would ~t: c~~se· .;tlave to .. ·1>e.co~ the 

~ :. . . . " 



~ ... ... ,; .. 
Mr. ~Y (u • .s.s.~.) c.oulq. ;no~ ~~ ~e prov.~io~ ~lo.vi~ 

. . - ·• • .. •. ~... .• I ... :· " . ; .. .. 

· chiid~n 1;6 rema4.n.·in ~ c~a a( the d~lcrsticm of the. a&lini.~trf:l.tion of -.. · .. . . . . . -~ .. •' .. . 

the · I.:R.O~ Such mi envirbnment would be ineatima.bJ.y harmful nnd no ., 
I 

convincing ;roaeona .had 8S yet been:.put forward agaj.nat evGntual repatriation. . . . . . . ~ . . . . . . 
In: an eff.ort at cOJJPromise he YO\U.<\ be. pre.IUU'ed to w1 thdraw his 

. . . .: .... . . ' . . . . 

amendment in favour _of. tliat. proposed .by the Delegate for Yugo&lf:lv1a. . . . -- . ~ . : . ; 

· . · . Sir GeOrge, BENDEL · (ONITED KINGDOM) announced t4n t he 1 • too ; had a 
~... . . . . - . .. 

redrafted version of p~nph 4 to propose which would draw a.'distincticm 
. . . ~ . . . . : . 

· · .~etween cases . of known . .and unlmc-,m natio:aslity~ and which would do avrxy . . . 

v1 th the use of tlle ~o.utrovereial word. ""ompelling. " The tex-t: YQuld 

rea.d'f'lS ;fo~loV8: 

"4; ·subJect·- to the provisions of Part .II, the ta:m:· "retueee~': also 

applies to war orphans or unaccompanied .children whose nati~ttr . . . 
can be established 1 who aro .o'lltside their colmtries of ori~in . . · · 

• • # - .... 0 0~ 

· pending their repatriation or., in e~ce.ntional case a ~ere ·thf:lY_. . _ ··• 

have no homes or fam1l1.es .to return to in their. countries . of 

for their ·core an~ maintenance elsewhere, and ¥.hero, in the 
• ' I 

opinion of the Orga.nization, undue hards~p and .suff$ring. . . . 

woUld be' caused by ·their preDJtlture ~pntriation. It also apPlies 

to orphans or· unaccompanied children whoso natiol'ia:l~ t;r of origin · 

ClUlilot be established." 

While. recognizing~ magnificent.progrese .which had been made in 

·· · Eastern Europe -vi ill regard to the care of childr~n,. 1 t seemed: reasonable 
~ 0 , • • 

not to rapatrfata ·chiidren to completel7 dev~tat~d areas in inetanc~s 
• 

whera - they, had been satisfactorily settled elsewhere. · 

Mr. MATE-S {YmOSLA~)· ~o, with .the Soyiet deleg~te, ·~a~ expr~ssed _· .. 

strong obJectio~e to the Uo1ted ·K1ngdom 'Proposal, pointed out -that .the 

Ukrainian ~ndillent 'Qhould' be first vot~a. o~ a.a 1 t was farthest 1in. substance 
J, • ·, '• : - I • '• • ~· t " • "> .;, i: 

from the orig~al ~~apb' 4~ · · ' 
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Decisi"on •. 
~ . . . . ~ . . 

The UkrainHm text as amended at the l~st meeting by the French 

proposal was adopted by five votes to four. Paragraph 4 would nov read 

as follows: 

"4. The term "refugee" also applies to war orphans or unacqompanied 
. . . 

children who are outside their countries of origin. Such children 

shall be given all possible priority assist~ce and all measures 

shall be taken for the .repatriation .of 'those whose nationality 
:- "\--

has been determined, being Members of the United Nations." 

As. no other delegation had voiced support of the Canadian proposal (E/104) 

to unify the form of the I.R.O. Draft . Constitution with those of other 

specialized agencies and with the Charter of the United Nations, Mr. RIDDELL 

(CANADA) withdrew it from ·the considerati~ of .the sub-committee. 

Consideration of the Report of the Committee on Finances of the I.R.O • 

. 
The ·Chairman suggested that with reference to the proposed budgets and 

matters relating to assistance to the many "overseas Chinese", the 

sub-committee shoUld recommend that the C~~cil set up a small Committee to 

review the Report of the Finance Committ-ee · in the light of observations 

which have been made by the various governments and any new information 

which may be received in the near future. The revised estimates could 

then be sent to Governments before the convening of the General Assembly; 

Decision. 

The Chairman's suggestion was adopted by the eub-conmrl.ttee. 

With r.egard to consideration of the proposed scale of contributjons, 

the Chairman suggested that these should be first referred to the 
General Assembly for decision in the light of the Report to the General Assembly 

of its Standing Committee on Contributions. 

Decision. 

The matter was referred to the General Assembly in the manner 

above suggested. 



- . 

In connection With the artic+e on finances of the Draft Con~titution 

(old Article IX), the Chairman ""eate4 that the Council ehould also leave 

final considerati~ of this matte* to tho GeJ?.eral Assembly. 

I' 

Decision. , . .. - ' 

The Chairman' ·s suggesti;pn was adopted by the Sub-Committee. 

9ona1.4emt1on of the Sesretarz-~ '• ~~~ on :t:tter!Jn Measures (E[ll2). 
t j . 

After a · short discussion, the sub-committee· came to the conclusion 

that the question of intartm measures was so closely linked with that of 

the finances of the I.R.O. that discussion should be postponed to a later 

occasion during the present session of the Council. 

The meeting rose at 4:10 p.m. 

. l 




