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The CHAIRMAN asked Mr, Wilfrid BAUMGARTHER (FRANCE), Chairman of the

Sub-Commigssion on the Bconomic Reconstruction of Dovastated Areas, to present

the report.

Mr, BAUMGARTNER (FRANCE) peid tribute to the Rapporteur of the document

presentsd by the Sub-Commission, Dr. LUBLIN (UNITED STATE3), and to the

persomnel of the Secretariat who had helped in its prepasration. He briefly

recalled the terms of refercnce given to the Sub-Commission by the Council;

(a) to estimate the sxtent of the destruction caused throughout

the world by the war;

(b) to report on tho progress of roconstruction;
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P {c) to examine the plens drawn up by the various governments;

(d4) to suggest measures of international co~operation for the

solubion of the problemé encountersd.

The Frenoh delegate further stated that today hs was only prescnting the
findings of the group responsible for "Ewropesen” gquestions; 1t had not
been possible to study Asiatic questions, |

He thon made some explanotory remarks on the Sub-Commission’s methods.
He cxplained that slthough curtain countries taking part in the work had
agrecd upon the nced of sotting up an Economic Council for Zurope to be
undex the anthopity of thoe Unitod Natlons but to possess a certain dogree
of 1ndep€«‘1.l@5§m}-e, the Sub-Commission had not thought fit to edopt bhis
proposal, and was therefore submitting it dlrectly to the Council for the
latter. to discuss. )

The French delegebe, In cox:clusioﬁ, pald tribute to the spirit of
co-operation which had characterized the work :c»f’the Sub-Commission.

Mr. ARGYROPOULOS (GREECE) statod that the Groek delegation had been
perticularly int®rested in studying the rapori:; and praiscd the Sub-Commission
for the work 1t had done, He emphasized the nccessity of distingulshing
between moasures ‘for iﬁa&iate ald to answer certaln wrgent noeds, ond
long term polley, the purpose of which :wrmld be to rebuild Zuropeon oconomy
on sound lincs. OWwing to tho iupending ciosing down of UNHRA, dscisions
ought to be taken without delay, in order to avold any interruption in the
suprewely lmportont task of providing gsaistanoe for certain countyios.

To facilitate specifica;ly Eurcpean reconstruction, the Greek delegate
gmphasized the need of granting credits to European countries. He
recommendaed the establishment of an Econoﬁzic Commission for Furope

to co-ordinate tho mcasures of tbe various governments.
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He pointed out that States which had been aggressors in the second world
war were often in a more satisfactory ecoﬁomic'condition than their own
victims, and siressed the need to give Tull and speedy help to the formerly
occupied countries. Finally, he sugmested thet European countries having
surplus foed supplies should exchange them preferably with other European
nations on a temporary basis of bilateral compensation, until trade on a
multilaceral basis was re-established,

Myr. WINANT (UNITED STATES) thenked Mr. Baumgartner for his statement.

Mr. VANDFPUTTE (BELGIUM), aiter praising the Sub-Commission for its
work, soressed hls support of the proposal to set up an Lconomic Commission
for Eurowe. The Belpian delepate drew ettention to the originality of such
a step, which would enable the reconstruction of the verious Kuropean
countries to be co-ordinated and to have the support of an international
organ. He further pointed out that bilateral agresments were dosiravle in
go far as they did not interfere with internationsl relations and helped
the countries of Eurone during a difficult {trensition periodl, therebj
facilitating tﬁe reviyal of trade on a larzer scale.

The proposed Economic Commission for Europe should colleborate closeiy
with alrezdy existing gpecialized instivutions. The Belgién deiedafe
proporad fhat Lordon should be chozen as the headquarters of the Commission
but he would ralse no obgection if some other European town, suchiﬁs Gehe?a,
for example, werc proposed.

Mr. PARRO (PLRU) dealt with the form of the report and the Various
aspects examined, IHe pointed out that the proposed Economic Commission, in
addition to representatives of the Furopean countries who were members of
the United Nations, and of the United States, should also include those of
certain other members of the United Natiocns who might be invited to join
the Commiassion. In hig view the reconstruction of Zurope was not merely
a European problem; it affected the whole world end therefore demanded ;

comprehensive study of the canditions governing worla economic developmeht.
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The reconstruction of Europe must lead to the development of her trade and

to the expansion of world trade. Many rav materials and foodstuffs were .
provided by regions on the American continent, but it would be of advantage
to Europe itself 1f countries all over the world dsveloped their industries.
This desire for industriel equipment was not a selfish one; it merely showed
that these areas. were anxious to have exchange gcods and 80 help to stimulate
international trade. The world had never known a state of real over-productior
If the ccuntries of Latin America had developed their industries, they would
now have been in a position to help Eurcope more. It was owing to this that
South America though possessing extensive reserves of coal, was unable, for
lack of machinery, to export 1t to Europe whi;h was now in such great and
urgzent. need of it.

Any reconstruction plan should therefore not be confined to "one"
continent, but should embrace the whole world. Further, while certain nations
had suffered materially from the war, the trede and production of others had
been affected in varying ways. Moreover, lack of equipment was not a
gpecifically Euroyean»problem; hence Mr. Parro asked the Council to consider
~ the problem pf the reconstrucpion of the devastated areas of Europe ag part
of the total world problem and not as & purely European one. The needs and
rights of other nations should be taken into consideration as part of a
general plan in which the European problem should be reduced to ite proper
proportions.

Mr. ADARKAR (INDIA) likewise wished to associate himself witg ﬁhe

tributes to the Sub-Commission's work. He strossed the importance of the
report's recommendations in regerd to European and world reconstruction.
He was glad to note that & comprehensive survey had already been made for
Europe because that was a prelude to what he hoped would be done for Asia.
He nevertheless reserved his final opinion on the subject,

Dr. QEANG (CEINA) statod that the Committee was about to undertqke a

task of extreme lmportance. Whilst at the current session it had discussed
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the refugee problem, whicﬁ_was of unquestionable interest from the humanitarian
point of view, the stud§‘of worid ecgncﬁic reconstruction after the war was, |
the Council's real 'raison d'étre'. The Council had before it a comstructive
blan which offered practical solutions for the improvement of world economy.
The Chinese delegation.would deai later in detail with the various points

of the report drawm uﬁ by the Subucoﬁmission, and particulérly with the
qusstion of the estsblishment of a European commission, but -would confine
itself at the present meeting to meking a few general'remarks. After

- recalling Chinese history‘frqm 1000 B.C. to 300 B.C, at some length, Dr. Chang
drew sttention to the p;ogressive‘developmen§ of ihe "righting kingdoms" from
the centre towards ihe circuﬁfersnce. During that perio&, the: States sltuated
an the circumferencé becamé stronger and more powerful than those at the
oantreAghence the {1rst sfimuius had come. Dr. Chang showed the analogy
between this hiétori§ process and world eccnomic development which had
originated in Eurcope. At the present time Europe was probably not so powerful
a8 she had been in 191k, since which time the world had developed both in the
East and West. Today it was the duty of the whole world to assist Europe,

and Europe could not be considersd sepaﬁately from the rest of the world.

Finally, Dr. Chang proposed elther:

(a) that the Sub-Commission should be divided into two working groups,

one in Europe, the other in Asia or

(b) that two commissions should be set up, one for Europe and ocme for

Asin, both directly responsible to the Economic and Social Council.

Mr. DAVILA (CHIIE) agreed with the delegates for Peru and China that
European reconstruction was something more than a continental matter and
concerned the world as a whole. He emphasized the need for a world plan to
embrace the economy of all countries.

Mr. CHERNICHOV (USSR) said that the Commission had succeeded in doing

a very importent piece of work in a very short space of time,
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The Soviet delegation had rema.rks to make on ‘bhe report subnmitted to
the Committee end scome corrections to suggest It would make its comments
at the next mooting. " R . - I

Mr. NOEL-BAKEB (UNITFD KINGDOM) etatod thot he also would submit his
remerks to the Cormittes ot the next mee’cing. He stated that he hed drawn

7

up a draft resolutio*l on the report of t,he tempore:fy Su'b-Commission

-

(document 7/173).

Mr. P“&’“O (PIIRU) regret’ced that pu‘blic oplnion Wee not ‘better "nfcmed
about the work of tho United. Net* ons. -

Mr, NOZL-BAKER (U“.NITF‘D IC[NGDOM) eg\:’eed with t:ne representative of Peru and
esked that Mr, Oven's department should make arrangements with the Public
Information Services under Mr. Cohen in this connection. o

Mr, OVEN, /ssistant Socretary-General ) stated that an e.greement had in
fact Just been reached between the Department of Economic Affairs end tho
Public Information Doparment. | | |

The meeting rose at 5:12 p.m,

- .- -



