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. REPRESENTATIONS PREP,RED BY THE SECRETARIAT . . s
~ CONCERNING RESETTLEMENT AND CERT..IN CLASSIFICATIONS '
' " OF REFUGEES AND DISPL/CED PERSONS

In connection with the suggestion made by the delegate for ,Le‘?anon that
nations should be aéproached-to determine thelr specific proposals regarding

" the acceplance and resettlemont of refugees and displaced persons, it is desired

to recall to delegates that two steps have been a.]_‘re‘..tlv taken in this matter:

(L) by UNRRA on 29 May 1946; ' . \

(B) by the Spécial_ Commi t4ee on Refugees anci Displacecd Persons sitting

from 8 ipril to 1 June 1G46.

4. The Director-General of UNRR.. refcrring to the UNRRA Council Seasion
of 9 May 1946 asked in a letter to 48 nations, dated 29 May 1946, for specific
proposals for the so ution of the problem of non-repatriable persons.

" Réplies werc received from 23 nationsy they fall into three groups:

“Grp. I. (%) Jugtralia stated that it would-consider action in ras‘pecp :

o of displaced persons in*tl.xe. Pacific area,

(1) Caneda stated 1t would take only first degree relatives of
residonts of Canada if their maintenance was maintained.  Its
long term immigration policy was stated to be under consideration.

"(iii) Q_gl_i_z_l_a_"seeme'zd samewhet in doubt as to the purport of -the letter.
Tt vas ai)palrehtly. unable to take a.ny refugees, -having 1tself
many thousands. It made some suggestions however as to what

1t thought SHney smifons mAghE @o. - oL

(1v) Unlon of South Africa expressed its willingness to take

I

5,000 war orphans.

| (v) United Kingdom ’é-:‘xﬁi'éssed" 1ts desire 'and intention of re-uniting
" femilies so far as possible by admitting to England cortain
relatives of person's; already resident there.
(vi) Panama stated it was willing to give the problem special

attention, and



- (vii). U.S.A. expressed its willingness to discuss the matter.with the
UNRRA Secretary-General.
Grp. II. (1) Costa Rica and
(11) El Salvador stated they were unable to take any refugees.

(i11) - Ic-eia::m:'sta?téd 1t had ;ﬁa}:én some 'Jéwi'éh'fefugée_s and, with the
present' problem of its cmn returning 'natibhals , felt it had
done its full share in this matter.

t(1%) Indie hed noéuggestions' to nESeis 4l

e (w'r-) ‘New Zoaland stafed 1t did net approve mass immigration end was
: pre-occnpie;i wish the problgm of its .own returning soldiers and
the acute housimg shortage.’
Grp. ITI. (i) Cuba (i1) Denmark (111) Dominican Republic (iv) - Egypt

(v) I_d_ex:{.‘cd' (vi) Netherlands (vii) .Nicaragna: (viii) Poland
(ix) - Turkey, and (x) Uruguay (1) Venezuelas formally acknowledged

the letter. 1 L o Rt

No replies were received fram the other -addressees. .-

L, Secondly; I wish to remind the Council also of the steps which have
alrea.dy been taken by the' Special Camittce on Refuée'es and Displaced Persans
concerning reception possibilities in varieus countries, a record of which is
centained in Document E/Ref/75: The twemty countries represented on the Special
Committee were asked to submit statements as to the numbers, 6f refugees and
displeced persons which they would be prepared to accept as Immigrants and

answers were teceived from viz: Australia, Brazil, New. Zealand, Dominican

N

-~

s 'Rémblidi,' Uniited States .of America, Colambia, Peru and Canada. These statements
nay be :summarized as: follows:
Australie: The Australian Government “have ngiQed to embark on a vigorous
immigration policy, providing for the absorption of 70,000 perscns a year. It
cannot, however, at the moment specify the gz_ts;?ortiqz of z;efug'ees end displaced
" -persons to be included in this figure. In any event, owing to transport
difficulties, it will be upwards perhaps of j:w.q years .béfore xio;x-British

inmigration will be able to make a start.
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Braail: Brazil-wishes:to reseiye en.héy territety a.loxgs. numhax oft refy

end displaced.persons. -The exact; number, has not: yetabeen £ixsd but: Will:
poastdly.be between 190:000@200000- by BN S T .

.- Hew Zealandi. Tn dmigration into this:Dohinion, cmphasis has alvays been placed
on the individusl., The Guvbrrment will bc unsblc bo Btate:the number of
reﬁ:g?&i;‘_fﬁa'b. it &r&,\'ll be in a p,os;i;ion 3o _receive, until precise informstion
is dvailable as to tﬂe nationality, age, ssx and occupation'oi’ thosé who:desire

_to settle there.  The possibilities of immigratipn are at present handicapped
by the ﬁmnsport problei and the housipg shortege, end it will be al least two

years before refugeces from Furope can be accepted.

. Domlnican Republic:- The Dominican Republic is willing to admit rofugpes and

its Delrvgation brought to the Committee's attention the terms of an agreement

. dated 10 Jemuary 1940, for the rehobilitgtion of statelcss end homeless refug_ees,;
This agreement provides for ap‘b!b!d—.mtcly 500 femilies of settlers as a first ‘
contingent and subgequently up to; perhops 100,000 immigrants.

United States: Under the present 1m::;igration i.aw 3900 visas can be issued

oach m?nth.to persons who are lnatives of Central and‘Easte_rn Furvpe and tho
Balkens, two-thirds of which (2600} are sllottcd to Germony. Since the
ope,;.'aﬁon of so many consular establ-ishmenfs wo.s suspend.éd vhen war came it

‘has Been decidcd to concentrate on the ‘morican zones-of occupation in Europe.
Colombia: The CQlombian Govcrnment is prepared to wclcme, subJject to certain
conditions, a a’ceady £low of Ammigrants cngeged in sctivites cormectedl with the

. production of wealth, such as industrial teehnicisns, mechn.nics,-_ﬁshermen.
mariners ;Lndga‘trialiste end domestic workers, who would. have greqt prospocts

(

of ‘Buccens in this oountry

l

Peru- Thc Pemviap dele@ation infomed ‘bhe Speeial Committea 'bha:t 11;5
Gove::mmn’c would carcfuuy and svmpathetica.lly study the questipn of rx,ceivj.ng

-
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Canada ¥ Imnigration to Canada is at present restricted to British subjects
who fall within certain categories. e soon as demobilization and post-wer
emplojrment of service men and their Temilies has beén completed, the Cenadian
Parliament should be in a position, 1f 1t so desires, ‘to consider snd formulate
a8 new immigration policy.
From later enquiry certain of these replies are no longer entirel,v'
appropriatc:
Australis following thoe Hayden report of 6 April 1946 to the Commonwcalth of
Justralia Parliament was rcported to:
(2) “£5 To-cstablish its returhed soldists —
(b) to odmit at 1ts own costs British returnsd soldiers end their wives
end families :
(¢) to assist By a contribution to their passage-meney British civilian
immigrants
(d) aftor these initial pr:lorif.i‘es to do whatever could be done to
assist other grovms,
Brazil has modified the proposition that it could take, unconditiomally, a
nuriber enywherc .near so great as that mentiomed. :
Peru - the Delegai;e of - stated during the address of Mr. La Guardia before
this session.the.t Toru would do all that was possible to assist the ‘refugecs

end ,disple,céd pcrsons,

A8 reperds US., Mr. Le Guardia stated during his address that the matter was '

gtill under discussion.

————————— v . ) 5
* Tfter the document was read the Canndian Delegatc drew the attentIon
t» the fact that a corrigendum had been issucd to the initial paper
(document E/Ref/75/Corr.1l), which containcd a more accurate explenation
of Canada's immigration policy. : .
Tho paragraph after the word "Canada" should thcerefore rcad as

follows: =

Immigration to Canada is at present restrictcd to British, United

States end certain other nationals, who fall within certain catogorics.

For the moment thc formulstion of a new immigration policy 1s being

doforred until provision is madc for the roturn to civilian life and ‘the

re-amployment of Cenadian ex-servicomen. s soon as this movement has

been completed, the Canadian Porliament gshould be in a position if it so

desires, to consider and formulats a now long-term immigration policy.
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C. With regaxd to the reguesﬁ by the delogatc for Peru *B'!_xlat there ghould

he on enalysis mede of 8ll displaced .paepgons in the Western Furopean area to
; ghmlr 8cX, age, a.nL occupational capacity, it is desired to state that there

alroady exists a very elaborate sample analysis by UNRR. dated 2 July 1946,
projected out to zive as clear & figurs as possible for the whole of western
Germany, Austris, Italy.

‘This is availsble and provides information entirely adequatc for any
immediate purpose that could be contempla.téd by a potential recelver nation.
Mo'reover, so far as sex and agc are concerned, complete figures exist for
every assembly centre unfer UNRR!. control and arc kopt up to date,

In absofmte reglstration of occupationel capeclty vas commemccd in
westorn Germeny in April 1946, and though It is nof yet completce, has progressed
to such a degrcc that 1t now iﬁclﬁea 8 large proportion of all persons in |
westorn Germany. Such en occupational registration has now been completed -
for fustria and Italy.

These part'iculars refer to some two-thirds of accessible displaced
persons nearly 800,000 and provide alregdy ample informetion for any

govermment desirihg to teke action below that number.
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