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·· P~"T.l\TIONS PREPl.RED BY THE SECBETllUAT . 
CONCERNING BESET!'L'EMENT /JID CERT:.IN CL".SSIFICim:ONS ' 

. OF RID'W:r::ES J'.ND DISPL\CED PERSONS 

In connection .with the ·suggeetionmade by the delegate for Lebanon that 
. . . . ~ 

nations . should be approached . tQ determine their specific pro:posa.la regarding 

· the acceptance and rcsettlemont of re~ees and displaced persons, it is desired 

to recall to delegates that two steps have been already taken in this matter: 
' . 

. (A) by. umm: •. on 29 May 1946; 

.. (B) by the Special Committee· on Refug~!~ and Displaced Persons sitting 

from 8 i~pril to l Jtuw l.946. 

A. The Director--General ot UNRR:. re~crring to the _UNRRl'. Council Session 

of 9 May 1946 asked in a ltftter to 48 nations, da.ted 29 May i946, for specific 

proposals for the solution of the problem of non-repatriable persons. 

Replies wera: recci vcd from 23 na tiona: · ·they fall . into three groups: 

. Grp. ·I. ( 1) I.ustra.liB:_ sta,ted that it 'Would · consider actiqn ·ii_l respect 

of displaced persOna in · the; -Pacific area. ·. . 

· · ~ ·:· · (11) CDn.ada st~ted 1 t would take onli first degree relatives of 
. . 

residents of Canada if their maintenance was maintained. Its 

long term immigration policy. was stated to be under conaideration • 

. (iii) Chi~!:! · Seemed aanewhat in' doubt' as to the ·purport of -the letter. 

(v} 

It lre.s ap:p~re:ntly ~able to take ·&iy refueeea, ·haVing itself 

man:.' thousands. It made some ~estions howe~~; a~. to what 

it thought other· nations might do. ··'- . .. 

5,000 war orphans. ' : ' ; · · . ~ . . . 

' • • ,, • I ' ' • • ' ~ • • 

U~i ted Ia~dom expressed· 1 ts desire : and :l.iitention of re-uniting 

families so far ~ po~'sible b'y ·admi tt1ng to EDglBnd certain 

relatives of persons' already ~e"sident' there. : · 

(vi) Panama. stated it was willing to give the problem special 

attention, and 



'· (v11) . !!&!.· expressed ita vill1Zlf!Jleas to diseuse the matter.with the 

UNRRA Secretary-General. 

Grp. II. (i) Costa Rica and 

(11) El Salvador atatad t.hey were unable to take an;y refugees. 

( :l.ii) ·· Ic~i~d.,~t~t~d 1 t had taken some ~ewfab: rett1gees and, with the . . . . -

present problem of its own returnfne··natianals, felt it bad 

done ita full &bare in this matter. 

(' (iv) India· had nc>·e~stions' to ~fer; and .. . 

(v) ·. N~w Zeaiand et•d it did Dttt approve mass immigration and w~ 

pre-oc·cupied wftb the probJ..- of its ·OWll ret,urning s~ldiers ·. and 

the · acute ·hous'iJIS shortase .' ·. 
Gtp. In. {1) Cuba {11) Demaark (111) !!..amin:f.ca.ti Republ1£ {iv} ·~ l!QPt 

. . . . 
(v) Mexico · {vi) · Netherlands (TU) . !flcaragu!; (viii)· Poland 

{ ix) - Turkel, and (x) Uruguay {xi} Venezuela fm"mal.ly :&eknOifledged 

the letter. 

'. 

No replies were received fran :the other ·addressees. 

-' :B. Secondly;. I· ~ish to remind the Council also of the steps wh~ch have 

al.re~ been taken by the' Speci-al Committee on Refugees and Displaced ·P~~f:lms 

concerning receptloo. p(>ss1bilit1cs in Yaritus cquntrie.s ' · a record of which is 

contained in Document ·E/Ref /75~ The twenty .countries repre~en_.t~~ en .the Special 

Committee were asked tQ submit statement':' as ts> tlje ~~era. of refugees and 

·d.isplaeed perilons Which they iiould :be prepared to a(:cept as immigrants and .. ~ . 

answers· were· rece.ived from v:l z·: :A.u~:t~ia., :B;-a.zil, N~~. Ze~an~, Dominican 

~ . ·~J)u.h:uc:; Uiii te4 States of·. America., Colc:mtbia, .~eru and ~ana.da. 

may be :s~ized as: follows: 

These statements 

Austre.l1e.: The AustraJ.i~ Government have ~oi.ded to embark en a vigorous . -. ,. . . ... 

inmigration PQ1:1cy, provid.:!ne; f(Jr th;e ~b.aorption of. 70,000. pers~a a year. It 
. '~ . 

C8llnot, however, at the moment specify the p~oportian of refugees and displaced .... . ·. . ' 

·persons .to be included in thi.e f1sure. In any eve.at, . ow~ to transport 

difficulties,. it will be u~ards perhaps of ~VQ years .before nan-:British . ' . . . . 

1mm1grat1on will ()~ able t.9 ~e !1 .~ttu"t. .. .. .. ,: . - . . .• . 

. : .. 't" 
... . • l. 
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lks!.i.A~;: .11rad-~~"4.~1t:~~ re~i,e; .-.~-\u':<t" ~~ a . .lo..lw& .• ~Wot'!~ .. ~es 

-~ ~~_:p~eq.., p~~one ·• · '-~ .e~;t,. nteber. ·bas ~ot:- ~"t;;tbeten · f'i%b4:')1Ut.~ ~J.l:. : 

" J ..... -~ ' \ ... ~ . ": ... .... . 
..... \ . 

, • h:W· Zea.l~"Ml.: · . In .11m.U~at1~ 1ntQ thib_.· ~nion, omph41.s1~ has silft!,Js~ l>ton placed 

on '~;he indi 'lt"idn&l.. The 06vert:m1ent will be unable 1;o- etate:·:the number of 

ro~~, f.9at. it \till be. _in q p.o&~ tion '.to .reed ve, unt1.1 precise in:toxmation 
~ . 

is- li'fai.lablc ae to the nationality, age, sex and eccupat:ton of those- 'Who tdosire 

to ee~tl~ there. · Tlle possibill ties of 1mmigrat1J:m are at pl"esent ha:ldicapped 
~· . . . . , . 

by tho tranSport: problsm and the houe1M shorte.gc, and 1 t 1(1U bo al least. two 

years before refugees froM Europe can be accc~tc4. 

DomfQiean Fe:py.blie: · The l)omin1c$n B~ptlbli,c ~s w.til,1ng '00 admit refugees and 

1 ts lltl~gation· brought tO tho COIDIDi ttee' a attention the terms ot an agreement 
I . 

dated 10 . ..ton\1.&17 1940, ~~ the .~¥ll>t~t1on of eta·telcos and homcle~s refus9es.7 

This eare.cment 'prO'Videa. for Q,~~tO].y -500 families of settlers as a first 
.. 

cont;l.ngent and sub~eque~1;~ up :oo; p~~o.pr;J 100,000 ::lJrlaigrants., 
• 

Uni tad Sto.tcs: ·. Vridcr the ~resent 1mmigro.t1on . l~.Y 3900 visas. em be issued 

oo.ch ~n"$ . to persons whO~ natives of Central ~d ~st.~m Eu~pe ond ~ . . . 
Ba.lkan.s, 1M>--th.i:rds of which, (e6oo~ are !!.llotted to; Gal'%11DnY. Since the 

.. 
'has been decided to conc<>n.tre,te .on· the -:.moncan ·Zan&S ··of occupation. in Europe. 

Colombia: The ColOmbian Government is prepo.rad ~ wlpcae ,. subject to cortain 

oonciit:toru~, a steady flow of •. ~arants .·c~~d:·i,n t:;:.eti~~s co~~~ed ~th the 

• }11"04.uct1on: o"f wealth, such as' industrial technicions, t11echanieet? ·.fishe:rtnen .. 
mariners, ~aU ate end- domestic work&;lrs, who woUld h~ve greaj; prospoc:ts 

' " .· T .. _ ' .. ~ • •• ~ 't . ' . . . I .. ' .: .... . - .k.... . .. . · 

of success 1n We .countn-•. 
~.·' ... · • ·~· ••.. .. •. :__ c ' ....... ~·. , ·~ 
~: The Penn1ap ~l~f.\tton. _ infom~ .tb~: 'Spcci~ Caund ttee th~t ·1 te 

: • • - • • • • . .... • ... .. J •• 

GOvef!l1llOilt ~uld ~ct'\ill.y . and. s~thetfcally study the question -~f l"/3Ceiv1ng 
~ ~ ~ , ~ • ~ 
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Canada:* Immigration to Can~a is ~t present rcetrlcted to :Br1 t1~h eubjeets 
. . .. . 

who fall v.l thin ccirta1n oe.~_~or'-e~. ~s soon as demobilization ttnd 'post-war 
.• 

omployment of serv:tc-e men and their temilies. has been campleted, the 08..na.dian 

Parliament should be in a position, 1f 1 t eo desires,· to· consitfer ana formulate 

a. now 1mm:1gration policy. 

From later ·enquiry certain of these replies are no lonser entirely' 

appropriate: 

.\ustralia ·:fol101dng tho Hayden report of 6 April 1946 to th~ Co1!1110nwca.J.th of 

J.uatralia. PQrllament wa.9 reported to: 

(a) -to ro-catabllsh ita ·:returned ao1.diers 

(b) 'to admit at 1ts.ow.n costa British returned soldiers end th~ir wives 

a."ld fam.illos 

(c) to assist by a contribu~on to their l?aaaage-money Bri tiah ci villan 

immigrants 

(d) at'ter these 1niti8l priorities to do whtJ.tever could be done to 

assist other gro~~. 

Brazil has modified. the pro:poe1 t~on that 1 t could take, uncond.i tio~·J.;ly, a 

nunber ~ere .ncar so great as that· m.ontiotmd. 

~ - the Delosat~ of - stated during the address ·ot Mr. Ln Guardia before 

this session the.t ".:'cru would do all that was possible to e.ssis·t the 'refugees 

and displaced persons • 

.'i.S rectarde us:., Mr. La Guardia stated during his address that the matter was 

still under d:i:scussion. 

____ .........., __ .. 
* .:.fter the document was read the Cano.dion Delegate drew tne attdnt'lon 

t? the fact. that a corrigc-ndUiil had been issued to the 1m tial pa.per 
(document E/Rc_f /75 /yorr .1), which containGd a more accurate expl~ti.on 
of Canada's :tnimigration policy. · 

Th9 paragraph after the word "Of.lnada." should therefore read as 
follows: · . 

Immigration to Canada is at prnecnt r€strictcd to British, United 
States and certain other no.tionals, who tall vithin certain catogor-fca; 
For the moment the fomula'tion of a new immigrnti.on policy is being 
deferred unti1 provision is made> for the return to civilian_ life end the 
rc-amt>lo~ent of Canadian ex-servicemen. .".B soon as this movement has 
been Catlplotcd, the Canadian Pv.rliamcnt should be in a. poai tlon if it so 
desires to consider and for.m11late a now 1ong-ter.m ~ie~t1on policy. 

' . 
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c. t-11 th rea,a.rd to the reguee'b gY the dclcga.te for Peru that there should 

be On analysis made of all dispJ.acod.. pegcxns in the Wtpts?m European area to 

show sex, nso. end occupetional capcitz, it is desired to state that there 

already exi,sta a very elaborate sample analysis by tJNRR,'. dated 2 July 1946, 

proJected out to give · as clear a figure as· possible for the· whole of ·western 

GormBl'lY, Austria., Italy. 

This is available and providos information entirely adequate for e:ny 

illm1edia.t~ purpose that could bo oontcmpla.ted by a potential rocei ver nation. 

Moreover, so far as sox and age are concerned, complete figures exist for 

every assembly centre unG.er UNRlt\ control and arc kopt up to date, 

J:n absofl!ite reg1Sltration of occupQ.tional capacity "'ms commenecd in 

western Ge:rm.e.ny in Apri 1 1946, ~ though :1/t is not yet complete, has progressed 

~ such a degree that it now ineluloe a large proportion of all persons in 

~estorn GerlllanY. Such en occupational registration has now been completed · 

for l .. ustria and Italy. 

These particulars refer to some two-thirds of accessible displaced 

persons nearly 8oo,ooo and proVide already ample 1nfor.m~tion for any 

government desiring to take acti on below that number. 

---·~-




