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SECRETARY-GEd�RAL l\TAMES SPSCIAL R3PrlESPffATIVE FOR clECOl,:STRUCTION 

IN BOLIVII\., ECUADOR AND PERU FOLLOWit'IG i•JATUAAL DIS?I.STERS 

The follo,�ing statea1ent was cuade today by the Spokes,nan for the 
Secretary-General; 

As is well known, an extensive area of South A,�erica 1s being subjected 
to acute changes in ecological and weather patt erns which are having a 
devastating effect on living conditions, the economy and tne physical 
inf�astructure of a large section of the reP,ion. The tnree �ost affected 
countries are Bolivia, Ecua�or and Peru, 

l�ile the United Jations system has responded to this serious emergency
by providing assistance with its own resources within the limits of its 
financial capacity, in order to serve as a catalyst for the �obilization of 
adclitionnl resources from the international co;1@unity, the S2cretary-Genercl 
fee ls that it is necessary to ,nake a s pee ia 1 effort to cat er to the ncecis for 
rehabilitation and reconstruction in this area. 

!\ccon1ingly, as a ,first step, and after consultations Hith the three 
Governinents concerned, the Secretary-General has decided to appoint Hugo 
Navajas-Mogro, Assistant Administrator and Regional Director of the United 
l•!ations D2velop,nent Program'Ile for Latin .C1.;c1erica and the Cdribbean, as his 
Personal Representative. 

Mr. Navajas-Mogro �..rill visit nolivia, Ecuador an:l Peru in the forthco:nin� 
days in order to evaluate, �itn high-level n2tional aut�orities, toe extent oi 
the da1aage to date and their plans for ciealing h'ith the emer-gency, L1e 
rehabilitation and the reconstruction which wny have been established for the 
short- and illedium-term, as well as the su�sequent st2ps that will nave to be 
taken 11ith the support of the Secretary-General. 
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