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GP'H) WE' and pt>r ion i~": El If.!Ctions and freedom of 11B1a:: tat ion
~_...._... ---.. .

'rho General Assembly,

£~nsciou8 ot its obliqation under the Charter of the United Nation. to promote
f.lno encouraqe reseeet for human riqhts and fundamental freedoms tor all,

Affirmi~ that by virtue of the principle of Qqual riqhtl and
self-determination of peoples enshrined in the Charter, all peopler have the right
fr.eely to determine, without external interference, th0ir political status and to
plIrsue economic, social and cultural dE>vcloPln!!nt, and every 81~at. 118. the duty to
respect thiH rjqht: in accord<1llcc with the provisions of the Charter,

!!!ftirminq the principle enshrined in the preamble of th~ Univer.al
r>nclaratIon of Human Rights 1/ that it 1s 8s89ntial, if man is n.,t to be cOll1)elled
to have recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppr.l.ion,
that human rights lhould be protected by the rule of law,

!li09nl,ing in accordance with article 21 of the Univer.al Declaration of
Human Right. thAt everyone h~8 the r iqht to take part in the caoYtrnment of hll
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country, direotly or through tr~e1y choaen representatives, that everyone has the
riqht ot equal acces~ to pllhlic ~erviC'~ in his country and that the will ot the
peeple, a~ ~xprtHHlfH.1 in qenLlil'lF.! ann pE!( iodic elE:!Ctions - which Iha 11 bo b:r
universal nnd ~qu~l sutrr~qe ~nd MhMll b~ held by secret vot~ or by equivalent free
votinq procadur~! • Hhi\ It bp tht~ bMlb~ of thC' i'll~thori ty of government,

Mindful thAt the riqht to take part'. in thf' government of one's country has
been re Inforcfld in ievera 1 1ntern at lonal i netruments, among them the Intern at ional
Covfln~nt on ~ivil and Political Riqht8~ 2/ the Int~rnational Convention on the
t.limination of All Forme ot Racial Discrimination 11 and the Convontinn on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Aqainat W(')m~n, 4/ and in reqional
inatru"",ntIJ adoptF!d by the Orqani z at ion of Africiin On1 ty, the Organizat ion ot
Amerioan StAtes and the Counoil of Europe,

Notin<i the proqr~s8 in recent years in many reqione towards the achhvP-ment of
tree and dElmooratic political institutions, conoretely expressed through the
hold inq ot genu ine and pt!'riod ic e lee t ionA ~

Noting that, in recent years, Statel in various reqions have invited
intergovernmental orqanizations, parliamentary observers and non-govern~ental

orqanizationl to observe electionR in those Stat•• ,

Recalling reeo1ution 1 (XIV) of the Sub-Corrrniseion on Prevention of
Oimoriminati~n and Protection ot Minorities concerninq the Dratt General principles
on rreedom and Non-Oiscrimination in the ~atter or Politicsl Rights, i/

Furthl!lr recalling resolution 6 ,XXIX) of the C0l11rnis13ion on Human Riqht~3 and
reSOlutIon 1786 (LIV) of the Economic and Social Council,

1. Recalll Article SS of the Charter of the United Nationa, which states
that the UnIted Nations shall proJn:)te, inter alia, universal respect for, and
observance of, human riqhts and fund~mental freedoms tor all without distinction aD
to raoe, sex, language, or reliqion with a view to the creation of conditions ot
,tability and well-being which are necessary tor peaceful and friendly relations
among nations baeed on relPtct for the principle of equal rights and
Dtlt-determination ot peoplesJ

2. Reatfirms that by virtue of the principle of equal rights and
selt-determin~tion of peoples enshrined in the Charter, all peoples have the riqht
to de~ermine, without external interference, thei( political status and freely to

1/ Resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.

1/ Resolution 2106 A (XX), annex •

.!I Resolll" 0 on 14/180, annex.

}/ E/CN.4/Sub.2/2l3/Rev.l (United N~tion~ publication, Sales No. 63.XIV.2).
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purtUt th.ir $conomic, social and cultural development and Ivery State ha. the duty
to rt,ptct this riqht in accordnnce with the provisions of the Chart.r,

3. Not•• the duty of ev~ry State to promote, throuqh joint and .aparlte
aotion, thG realizat ion ot the pr inc ipIe of equal r ightll ancl .eU-determinat 10n of
people., in accordance with the provleions of the Charter, in order, inter Ill!, to
brinq I IP••dy end to oolonialism in aocordanoe with the fre.ly .xpr••••d will of
the peoples ooncerned and belrin~ 1n mind that the subjection at p'ople. to alitn
lubjugation, domination and exploitation conBtitutes a violation of that principle
and i. contrary to the Charter,

4. R_affirmt the ntc.slity of txpod1t10ua Ind effective extrei•• of the
riqht of .'If-determination by all POopl~s und8r colonial or alien domination or
foreign ocQupI\t1on in aocordanep. wi th internlt 1onal1y ••tablished pr 1nciple••uch
I. tho.e formulated in, inter alia, General Assemuly relolutions 1514 (XV) of
14 Oecernbtt 1960 and 1541 (XV) of 15 Oeoember )960,

5. RiPo!ni••• , in the oontext of the riqht of people. freely to determine
th. ir poUt ea It.tUB and in aceort1ance wi th the pr incipl•• Ita tea in lueh
internationally acoepted instruments as the Univtrlal Declaration of Humin Right.
IInd the International Covenftnt on Civil. and Polit~oat Riqhts, that everyone ha. the
right to take part in tho qovornment ot his country, directly or throuqh freely
choeen reprelftntativGe, and that thp. will of the peeple, al expressed 11'1 qtnu1ne
and periodic elections, shall be the basia of the authority of qov.rnment,

6. Recal!s that, in accorOoncp. with the Declarntion on principles of
Inte~nat10nal Law concerning Friendly Relation~ Qnd Co-operation among States in
accordance wi th th.. Char tel' of the Oni ted Nations, 6/ no action should be
authorized or enlJouraqed thst woulo di~o;(llcmber ot' itn"i")Qir, totally or in part, the
ttr ri tor hI intl9r i ty or poli tlc<J 1 uni. ty of severe iqn a nd independent State.
conduct inq themselves in compl!a nee with the pri ne lple of aqua 1 rights and
l!Ielt-determinat ion ,~f peoples (lS deaer ibad in thilt Declaration and thus posEtessed
of a government r~pNsentinq thE' wh(.)J.c· puople helonging to the territory without
,Hatlnction ilS to raCe, creed or colour)

7. Appeals to Men'br.r S\"o~tes to provide, Wl1t>te they hav(! l'lot already done so,
the necessary conetitution31 and leq~l protectiona that will guarantee and secure
fUll reapeet. tor the free e)(pre~~ion of the will of the pec)ple in qenuine and
periodic elections,

8. Appeals further to MeJTt)~r Stilt'!~ to Plonvide similar pr("Jtections that will
quarantee and .ecure full re.pect for the t'iqlll,. to freedom vf peaceful assembly and
alllociation, includinq tor the purpose of th~ p'~.:lcf'f'll expression ot differing
political views and for the effective and meaninqlii l. or.ganization and free
functioning ot the peli tical process, s ul>ject only rc' .H.k-;!1 1 imi tat ion9 aB are

11 Resolution 2625 (XXV).
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determined by law solely for the purpose ot secur inq due rec09nl tion and respec t
for +:he rights and freedoms of others and ot meetlng the just requirement:s of
mor 'Lity, pUblic order and the general wE::lf.are in a d,~1I0Cratlc sc,,::ietYl

9. Recoqnizes that although political institucions and mecllanism5 are
continuously evolving world wide, the Dratt General Principl'~s on (·'reedom and
Non-Discrimination in the Matter ot Political RlgnLs continu~ to provide a sound
basis for determining the genuine nature ot elections;

10. urges regionol inter~overnmental organizations, non-gover nmeotal
organizations and other groups, in responding to reLluescs tram Governments for
expert assistance and observation to help ensure the genuine naLure of their
countries' elections, to draw upon the Dratt General Prlnciples wnen carrying out
the aforementioned functions1

11. Invites the Corronission on HUflun Rights, at ~t:S forty-fourtn session, to
consider during its debate on self-determInation the issue of genuine and periodic
elections, using as an elemant to guide its de.linerations therf~on tIle Draft General
Principles and to consider requesting the Secretary-General to transmit the report
of its deliberations on this subJect through the Economic and Social Council to the
General Assembly at its fo~ty-third seSS10n.


