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Welcome to Dr. Cumming

The CHATRMAN welcomed Surgean-General Cumming, Direector of the Pan-
Ameriecan 3anitary Bureau.

Dr. QUMMING-expréssed his satisfaction at having been called upon to
take par£hin the Committee's work. He reminded the Committee- of the work
done in the sphere of public health,after the war of 1914~18, and reaalleq
% nhumber off conferences ihciuding that at Connes i 1919 which had been
attended by the preéentiChéirmaﬁ of'the;Committee, Dr. René Sand, and
other distinguished health experfs. He emphasized the delicate mature o
the task to be performed, and recalled all the diffisulties which had been
encountered in endeavouring to set up a acherent organization of public
health in the dnternational sphere.' Despite the division of work between
a number of co;existing intermitional bodies, good results had been
achieved between the two waré. | The time naw seemed to have come to
establish a single interhatiénai health organization, but he did not think
it desirable to create a body with too marked a Super-govefhmental
craracter.  He considered regional offices to be essenticl, and those
already in existence should be maintained and developed, among them the
Pan-~American Sanitary Bureau; of whose work in the last half century he
gave a brief outline., Its importance had continually growm, and its
aotion in defencerof health vms now exercised in all the countries of

Lotin America,



Regional Agreements (eontinucd)

The COMMITTIE resumed the diseussicn of the draft ~onecerning
regional ~greements prepared by Dr. Mani =nd Dr., Szc (Document E/E/PC/T/11),
the first two points of whieh had alrecady been adopted and the third only
tourhcd upon. .

Dr, EVANG remalled that in virtﬁe of & resolution by the Feonomic and

Socizl Council reghrding the ereation of o single international health
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n given a very difficult task, The
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organization, the Committee ’had ©
proposalg submitted to the Committes by certoin of its members had been
prepared on this bagis, and it s on this basis that the Committes's

debates had waken place, ‘jéhgy wixre novs faced, howover, with o conflict

the suthority of the

betvigen the proposal:to st up repionail or
mentral orgonization on the ore hand the maintennnce of autonomous
regional organs on the other.
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In Dr. Parron's draft (Document E/H/P0/21) this

quite slear. Ir. BEVANG'S view was thot rcgion&W offices should hove =
~értoin measurc of cutonomy without being complotely independent. 1t was

quitc in order tint they chould be authorised to undertoke

matters of Aonecrn only to thelir arcn, ond the funds reguired for thds
; R
purpose shovld be provided by the cren in guestion and not by the central

organization.
He ronsidered thet the solution adopted in Dr. Parran's draft

involved a risk that some of thvob regional officces mignt uphold svotional
. ' . X i

interests within the rentrad org&niz&tion to thu"detrimpnt of the general
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interest, Mioreover, in the wrescont itu ‘ion; with some countries
devestated by war and others fortunately left intaet, it would seem
advisable to establish a strong central orgonization. cqpmwlg of maintaining

a just bilaneg An the nerformance of the common taslk, Any olements of

weakmess should be Climinsted from the outsoet,
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Dr. MANID supoorted the views put forwmrd by Dr. ¢ thought

Fali s

thet 2ll the members were in agrecment on the purpose to be achleved, but

thot there were many difforensss of opinicn as to- the means by whieh this

should he donc, This WEre U“OVlubd {for in
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the drafts submitted by Dr. Sze and hinsclf. sgional offieces at
regent 1n existoenre, suech o8 the Pan-Amoriean Sarit:r”’ﬁur would
» J

He showed

gnadua%ly boeome incorperatod in_fhe Jorld
by means of a disgram how central
g

funetions

neadouarters and the regional
oft & gencral ~haracter in ~onnuetlion with quarantine, epidemiclogical

elligenece, etc., wnd funﬂb ons of o rzgional charscter such 2s Those

saonly o villoges ond so on,

to on slluzlion made by Dr., kani to the

Alexandria,

renidled that as soon as Tublique had

Gunrartine

boen sot up the Sanlitory

o0

international bhody, Wren in 1938

Aalexondria
tnken ove

Offfice and

ne alexandria Buresu had been strengthened, and

desplite the var this Burenu had eosntinued to swoply eplaendoclogienl
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of Iran, Irag, Transjordan, the HedJnm, the Youen, Syria nnd the

Lebanorn, d derided to molntoin this rosicned orgon and fo increase iis

spards would be seen later what

-
i
9
5
[l
o]
-
&
}4 .
£
¢

o]
l_l

ploce 1t covld toke dIn fha: penors

simultoneous cxistence of sevoral

Dr. LATKE h&ﬁifv

.

autonomous or&\plzg mipht bhave

‘unljruun tte resulis,
roncern, suchk-oas th§ mrovisicn of sunli
sbeensce of Canade, Hewfoundlond nnd
American danitary Burcaw, wnd the o
rentrol org!nizatioﬁ

wanizaticn and make

Committeats foSL task
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as possibie 50 that it oould be adapted to circumstanges and requirements
The»cOmpetitidh'to which he referred in his memorandum must exist
between regions themselves and nct between orgﬁnizations’in the eame
region. He recalled that the United Nations Chartér had made provision
for bringing the speecialized agencias into direct reiationship with the
United Nations,

To sum ﬁp, he considered that the Committee should leave the wy
open for at least two types of regional organization. If éxperience
showed that it was necessary to provide for stricter c&ntrol of' the
regional offices by the central organization, afrangelnents could.alw\ays
be made for this purpose. In reply to a queation, he expressed the
opinion that dolonial countries which were not members of the central
organization could nevertheless participate in the work of the rcgiomal
offices on certain conditions.

Dr. CAVAILLON was also in favour of' the greatest elasticity in
organizing the regional offices,  Thgy should, however, be very definitely
attached to the central organization, and he was opposed to anyfhing in tle
nature of a federation. It went without saying that in each afea there
should‘only be one organ, either under the direct authority of the World
Organization or attached to it in some looser mamner as proposed by
Dr., Parran.

Dr., SZE was in agrecement with Dr. Tarran. Existing regional organs
should be taken impto consideration as provided for in the Economic and *
Soeial Council's resolution.  H¢, too, was in favour of adopting as
elastic a system as possibla.

Summing up the debatc, the CHAIRMAN observed that all members of the
Committee agreed in considering that they nced not draft final texts for
submission to the Conference; that the World Health Organiéafion would hawe
to be established in such a way that it could be readily adapted'to al’
situations; and that interim arrangements wcre'necessary. The docur =i
prepared by Dr. Mani and Dr. Sze secemed to answer to these condition:,
subjeet to the replacement of the word "should" by the word tpayt in

Point 3.

The meeting rose at 2,30 p.m.





