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V. World Health Conference 

A. Composition 
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The World Health Conference shall be composed of delegates from 

all Member States. Each Member should be represented by not more 

than three delegates, one of whom should be designated as Chief 

De~egate for whom an alternate may be appointed. Delegates may also 

be accompanied by advisers. In selecting their delegates due regard 

should be paid by the Member States to the technical nature of the 

work of the World Health Conference. Each Member should have one 

vote in the World Health Conference. 

The World Health Conference shall be composed of delegates from 

Member States of the Organization. Each Member shall be represented 

by one delegate. This delegate shall be chosen from among persons 

~ost qualified by their technical competence. Each Member State shall 

:1ppoint under similar conditions an alternate and advisers who will 

not have the right to vote except in the case of an alternate 

participating in the place of a Member. 

B. Meetings 

The World Health Conference shall meet in regular session at 

least once a year, the place of each meeting to be determined at 

the previous session. Provision for the calling of extraordinary 

Jneetings of the World Health Conference should be made. 
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The Yiorld Henlth Conference sh[1ll:-

( . \ J.; dct(;rmine the broad policies of the Organization; 

(ii) elect tho r:ce;;ihers of the Executive Lo2.rd and appoint the 

Direc tor-Gcncr1:ll; 

(iii)reviev; ~.:,nd approve reports c:.nd <:tctivi ties of the Bonrd and of 

the Director-General; instruct the Bor:rd in regard to m<:'ttters upon 

vihich action, study, in vee tiga tion and. report r:1ay be considered 

desirable; and vote the bu(Jget of tl1e Orvrmjz,,tion. 

(iv) hr:~ve the authority to ctd.opt regulations pre;:;cribing:-

(l) st::md8Id quarantine req•1ircments and other procedures 

designed. to prevent the i:; tcrnn. tiom:cl sprend o:C dicease; 

(2) nomenclature with respect to diseases, causes of mortality, 

diagnostic procedures cmC. public hcrclth terms used in official 

reports of l~crriber States; 

(3) stancl.trds with rcsrr;ct to the safety, p.:ri ty ::mu potency 

of drugs noving :Ln interuntion~:l conn:erce under n<:Jnes in general 

use; 

(l,) .st~ndards v:i th respect to labcllinr; the content of other 

(irU[S movinp, in i"l~;crm:tj.onaJ. COllt;erce; 

, purity and potency 

in int\:;l"Tlationnl corJ.unf;rce~ 

Such regulations ShrlilJ.cl ueCGi:a::~ efi:'ectivc 2,S to :'.11 I.'lember States 

of the Organi:":a tion .c:.ftGr due ncJtice has been given of their adoption 

by the Vi'orld !~cal th Conf(jrcncc, except for such Uembers as may notify 

the Director-General of rc~ject:' on or resLrvations v;ithin the period 

stated in the notice; 

(v) h1we the authority to rccon$end amendments of existing conventions 

with respect to o.ny ap1 ropria te n~:::t ttcr v;i thin the scope of the 

Org::.nization. Such conventions shall become operative as to ench 

1,~cmber State when uccepted ·oy it in accordance vd. th its constitutional 

procedures; 
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(vi) instruct the Director Genercll to bring to the 
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attention of Ler!tbC)r States of the Ort}.mization and of the 

Economic and Social Council or the General Asse11.1bly of the 

United Nations any nn t ter INi th respect to health which the 

Yiorld Health Conferenci:l should consider appropriate; 

(vii) the \;orld Health Conf'erence r.ny invite any public 01 

privet te intern:'l tiona.l orsaniza tion which ha.s responsibilities 

related to those of the Viorld Health Organi?..c'l tion to appoint a 

representative who shall participate in one or more of its meetings 

on the conditions prescribed by the f•orld Health Conference. No such 

representative shall have the right to vote; 

(viii) the rforld Health Conference ::;ball c,msider recommendations 

bearing on he-alth fror.:, the General Ass.-.x~bly, the Economic and Social 

Council, the Security and Trustevship Councils, [Lnd rt-'Port to them 

on the stc..ps taken to give effect to thel3e recommendations. The 11orld 

Health Co.nference shall moreov,;r report regularly on i t.s activities 

to the ,_;conomic and Social Council. 

(ix) take all necessary and a.,;propriate action to further the 

purposes of the Organization • 

Cor:lPosi tion __ ... __ ~_, __ _ 
The Board sh:l.ll be cor.1posed of the rt~resenta ti ves of from nine to 

fifteen States of the Organization, each Stute selecting a repr.;.:s<::mtative 

from among its delegates. The Stcctes to b..;; represented forthis purpose 

dJall be elected b,y the ,:orld Health Conference for terms of three years, 

L:nd be eligible for re-dection. The lvH;;rJbers of the Board shall exercise 

gow.;;:rs delegated to them by the iiorld Health Conference on behalf of the 

whole Jorld Health Conference and not as pcpresenta tives of their respective 

governments. The Executive Board shall elect its O\m Ch·lirrnan and he shall 

convene the meetings. The Board shall meet at least hlice a year and it 

sl"all determine the place where the meeting is to be held. 
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The World Health Conference shall have re~ard in appointing the Health 

Conuni ttee to the desirability that its membership shall reflect a varied 

as possible an experience in the different fields of public health, science 

and practice. 

The Executive Board shall be responsible for giving effect to the 

policies of the Organization and shall perform such other functions as 

m:,.y be delegated to· it by the W ::>rld Health Conference. The Executive Board 

shall act as the technical organ of the World Health Organization. It 

shall study all questions within its competence and in particular: 

(a) it shall advise the World Health Conference of the World Health 

Organization 0:1 the questions referred to it by the latter, and on 

those falling within its con~etence as a result of international 

conventions; 

(b) whenever it thinks fit and after previous study, it may submit 

advice or proposals to the Conference on its ovm initiative; 

(c) it shall prepare the agenda of the meetings of the World nealth 

Conference and shall submit to it a general programme of work 

covering a specific period which it shall carry out after approval 

by the World Health Conference of the World Health Organization; 

(d) the Executive Board shall be authorized, within the limits of 

the funds at its disposal to take any emergency measures necessitated 

by events requiring immediate action within the scope of the general 

functions and budget of the Organization. In particular it may 

authorize the Director General to take the necessary steps to combat 

epidemios1 participate in the organ.i.zation of health relief to victims 

f . ' o a eal~ty, and undertake study and research the urgency of which' 

has been drawn to its attention by any States or by the Director 

General .. 
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1 o The D~.re::tor General sl::al:!. :::,e nominated by the Executive Board 

a..'t'ld appointed by "the Wor~.d Heal-th Conferer.oe for a m~.nimum period of 

five years uuc"!.er such co:1di tions as the Confe.:::-ence may approve, and 

Ehall be el:i.gib:!..e for re-a.p:tJojntment; he shall be subject to removal 

by the E:::ecuti ve Board for valid cau:Je i.:1 accordance with the general 

c.:mdi tions laid down in the appointment of officials of the United 

Naticns. 

2. The D;_rector GeneraJ. sl::all be ex officio secretary of all commissions 

a:nd sub-cc:nmicsio:J.s of the v:orld Health Orga.n5.zation and conferences 

convened by it. He shall be empowered to delegate these secretaryships 

to ccmpetent officials or experts. The Directo.:::- General shall be the 

chief ad:r1.ini.strative officer of t:1.e Orga~izn.tion .. 

3. The Director General shall prepare and submit to the 0m.L'1Cil the 

annual budget of the Org~"lizationo 

4. The D~_rector General sbJ.l appoin"i t!:e s";aff of the Secretariat i...'l 

accordance wi +.h the staff regulations to be approved by the Conference. 

In appointing the staff of the Secretariat the Direutor General shall 

give primary consideration to securing high stan.dards of efficienoy o..nd of' 

technichl Competence. 

5. In the performance of their duties1 the Djxector General and stn.ff 

shall be responsible only to the Organization. Their responsibilities 

shall be exclusively international in character, and they shaJ.l not seek or 

receive instructions in regard to the discharge thereof' from any author:.ty 

external to the OrganizationQ 

service of the D:ireotor Gene.:::-al, assistn::-.ts a.nd mem"!:le:::-s of' the staff of the 

secretariat shall be fixed so far as ls praot~_ca'ble in oor.formity with those 

for members of the staff of the secretariat of t'n.e United Nations and of the 

specialized agencies which may be bmu.g~1.t i.:c.to relationsh~-P with the United 

Nations as provided for in Article 57 of the Charter of the United Nations. 

7. The Director G·eneral shall in t~e d:i..scl::a.rge of hin du.ties haYe 

direct access to national health adminisJ.:;rations. 




