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THE RIGHT TO FOOD: CLEAN WATER ACCESS AT AN AFFORDABLE 

PRICE FOR ALL: THE KEY TO SUCCESS OF THE SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

 

We fully support the sustainable development goals as reaffirmed recently by the United Nations. 

 

We welcome the report of the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food according to Resolutions HRC 22/9 and 28/10. 

 

The right to food is a basic right. We must however acknowledge that food is intimately linked to the access of clean 

and safe water.  

 

We wish to stress the importance of easy access to clean and safe water at an affordable price for all as a means to 

implement the sustainable development goals on hunger, health, gender equality, and peace. 

 

Easy access to clean and safe water is key not only to sustain   life, but also to sanitation and therefore to good health, 

growing healthy food and to sustaining cattle.  It is also essential for this clean and safe water to be easily accessible to 

all human beings on the planet.  

  

Walking long distances to reach clean water also limits education, especially for women as it is usual for women to 

fetch water and cook for the family. Spending considerable time on carrying water leaves little time for education which 

can offer work opportunities and economic independence.  Helping everyone to gain easy access to clean and safe water 

at an affordable price will also have a positive impact on the economy.   

Too often, with insufficient and readily available basic resources, the elderly, and here again more frequently older 

women are condemned to perform strenuous physical tasks.  

 

In a world of growing population, of limited resources and of new climate challenges, it is of the highest priority that 

governments, economic stakeholders and civil society acknowledge this situation as being   a potential global threat to 

peace.  

 

We call on all governments to reach agreements on the sharing of water resources and we urge all to become partners in 

a spirit of brotherhood to share this basic – yet   irreplaceable common resource. 

    

 


