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I have the honour Eo convey to you the enclosed reply of the Government
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Please find enclosed the reply of the Government of tha Republic of

Croatia to the further report of the Secretary-General pursuant to Security
Council resolution 752 (18902},

We kindly ask you to circulate it as a document of the Security Couacil
for its consideration tagether vi;p the report of the Secretary-Genaral,
§/2418%, dated 26 June.

(8igoed) Milan RAMLJUAK
Prezident of the State Commission
for UKPROFOR
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Enclosuxe
Reply of the Croatian Governmapt Lo the propogals put
forvard by the lUpited Nations Secretary-Geperal in his
keport 5/24188 of 26 Jupe 1992

Departing from the repeatedly expressed readiness of the Republic of
Croatia to cooperate with UNPROFOR and other major United Nations authorities;

Departing from the fact that since the adoption of the United Nations
pesce plan the Republic of Croatia has been doing its utmost to contribute to
ite timely and succesaful implementation:

Departing from the fact that in a complex and difficult situation and
owing to excepticnal efforts by the Security Council and Cyrus Vance and his
colleagues a consensus on the United Nations peace plan in the Republic of
Croatia was reached;

Departing from the fact that since signing the Sarajevo cease-fire
agreement the Serbian side violated the said agreement 8,072 times by
2¢ June 1992, killing 507 Croatian citizens (including 181 civilians and
16 children) and brutally expelling 1,891 persons from thelr homes in the
occupied areas, whereas the Croatian side was patleatly tolerating all these
violations of the cease-fire, destructions, pillages and genocide being
committed on the non-Sarbian population;

Departing from the fact that the cccupation trocps continue to destroy
the Croatian towns (Zupanja, Babina Greda, Slavouski Brod, Sisak, £ibenik,
Zadar, Dubrovnik} - just to mention that only yesterday, 29 June 1992, the
Dubrovnik 0}d City centre was struck by about 160 artillery shells which
inflicted additiocnal devastation, killed 4 persnns and serlously injured
11 persons, including 4 children, aund that fierce bombardmeant of the Sisak
Refinery and Ironworks is under way;

Due to the aforementioned facts and considering the report by the
Secretary-General pursuzn: to Security Council resolutiom 752 (1992), document
$/24188 of 26 June 1992, the Covermment of the Republic of Croatia wants to
make the following commants:

1. In spite of all the violations of the cease-fire agreement through
scticns against the Republic of Croatis and all the atrocities comwittead by
the occupation troops ageinst the population ¢f our Republic, the Croatian
Governmant, even in a situation like this, is anxious to act in a way which
would make a maximum coantribution to the speediest possible and complete
assumpticn of respongibility aund control Dy USFXUFUR in &il #eCicis, as
precisely defined by the peace plan. e

Howsver, as explicitiy pointed out by the Secretary-General himse}f in
his latest report of 26 Junme. th- Varce plan does not oblige the Republic of
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Croatia to agres to any border extension of any sone in any United Nations
Protected Areas (UNPA) sector.

Therefore, the Government of the Republic of Croatia cannot accept any
UNPA borxderxr extension nor a change in any part of the peace plan, such as the
proposed ethnic composition of the police forces in the “pink zones" and
temporary ratainment of tho local police forces in other parts of Crostia
outside UNPA. It should b. pointed out that such extensions can in no way be
Justified by the current events. That is why we seo no justification for the
“strong pressure” being allegedly exerted by the BRelgrade authorities all the
time.

The Croatian Government feels that the problem of the “pink =mones" has
been inventsd in order to (et the parts of the occupied territories
incorporated in UNPA, although not envisaged so by the peace plan. This is
illustrated by the report released from the meeting between UNPROFOR daputy
comsander, General P. Morillon, and the Deputy Chief-of-Staff of the Croatian
Armny, General F. Stlpotié. held on 25 June 1992 at Karlovac. It was concluded
during the meeting that all questions were clarified and no reasons whatsoever
existed for any further delay in the assumption of responsibility by UNPROFOR
in Sectors North and South.

Geuneral Morillion declared that he saw no obstacles and that he would so
notify General Nambiar. whom he shortly expacted to make a decision oa the
said assumption of responsibility.

2. In spite of the fact that the Repubilic of Croatia, as implied in document
§/24188, is not obliged to agree to any modifications of the peaces plan, we
have cerefully studied ths proposals put forward by the Secretary-General
under paragraphs 16 and 17 of his report, motivated by our wish to do as much
as possible for the successful implemzntastion of the UNPROFOR operation.

The Goveranment of the Republic of Croatia has the followiag comments on
the said proposalas

(a) To spexd up thie UNPROFGR operation and to enhance confidence in the
operation as & whole and although not obliiged by the peace plan, we auggested
that the European Community monitors and the UNPROFOR military observers
should be present for some time in the “pink sones™. Accordingly, Croatia is
ready to @iscuss the quastion of setting up joint commissions as proposed by
the Becretary-General in his report. These comissions, chaired by UNPROFOR,
may be composed of the Croamtian Government representatives, European Community
monitors and ths representatives of lega.ly elected municipal assemblies;

Our acceptance of such joint commissions is bhased omn our conviction that
maximum effort should be made in ethnically mixed areas to restore trust aud
coanfidence and that for this reason such joint commissions ought to be set up
net only in the “pink zonmos*., but alsc in all municipalities within UNPA;
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(b) Considering the presence of Eurcopean Community monitors and UNPROKOR
miiitary observers and the setting up of the said joint commissions, we
believe that no engagement of the UNPROFOR civil police is needed in the
process of restoration of the Croatian authority in the "pink Zones';

(c) We also feel that the present confrontation line must not be
maintained through aome actions, as suggested in the Secretary-General's
report and cannot be tr3ated as a3 sort of division of Croatia outside UNEA,
This would contradict the spirit of the UNPROFOR mandate:

{(d) We have reiterated ocur readiness to withdraw simultaneously our
troops and military equipment to an agreed dist.nce from UNPA and within
agreed schedules; however, demilitarization of any area outside UNPA is not
snvisaged by the pesce plan and is unacceptable in terms of our national
security;

{e) The Republic o Croatia is aware of the importance of amnesties as a
means of restoring confidence, tolerance and internal stability. but the
imposition of the amnesty provision as a condition for implemenimtion of the
peaceé plan (para. i6 (f) of the Secretary-General's report) is utterly
unacceptable; :

In compliance with ths basic grinciples of a lawful State, decisions on
granting amnesties are made by the Crostian Parliament, not the Croatian
Government. By the way, the new memuership of the Parliament will be
constituted after general elections scheduled for 2 August 1992;

(£) HEaving accepted the international supervision of the restoration of
the Croatlian authority in the "pink zones”, we must remind of the fact that
this resumption of authority is supposed to take place along with the
withdrawal of the occupation troops from these areas. The Republic of Croatia
rejects any, even a temporary internaticnal administration on any srea
outside UNPA;

(g) We must also recall the fact that nearly four months have paased
since the arrival of UNPROFOR, and not even their responsibility in all
sectors has been assused nor the deadlines fixed.

Hence our insistence on tho need to work out the timetable of the
operation as soon as possible, because any further delays and giviug forced
concessions would only encourage the Serbian side and result in intolerable
material destruction and human suffering for the Republic of Crcatis. This
would prevent provocarive and aggressive bombardments by theé Serbian aggressor
as well as the need for the Croatian Army to respoad to them by taking actions
within the “pink zones”.

3. \News ftoé HawAiark h;a"iaachéd us in the course of 30 June 1992 on some
rumours launched from Belgrade about the alleged inteantion ¢f the Croatian

Army to demolish the Peruca Dam on the river Cetina designed to cause enormous
destruction and an ecological disaster over the whole area in quest;on. Thege
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“accusations” are so perfidious and unfounded that they are hardly worth
commenting on. Hcwever, experience with Serbian propaganda suggests that the
real cbjective of such accusations #and inventions is tc jsopardize the
implementation of the peace plan and deliberately to attribute the
responsibility for it to the Croatian side. The actual situation in the field
is completely different. We can give our best assurances that no actions by
the Croatian Army teck place on 29 Juyne 1992, which was subsequently checked
by us after the protest lodged by General Nambisr. The command by the General
Chiet-0f-Staff was renewed to all the Croatian units to observe strictly the
cease-fire instructions.

4. The report of the United Nations Secretary-General (para. 2 thareof)
refers to the “pink sones" as areas of the Republic of Croatia "populated
largely by Serbs™, which is not trues. The statistical data provide a clear
demegraphic ~icture of the areas and are eanclosed herewith for comsideration
by any inter ‘ted party.

5. On the basia of the¢ above comments, the Republic of Croatia is ready to
discuss the proposal made by the United Nations Secretary-Genoral in his
report $/24188, however it should be pointed out that any impositicn of any of
thuse proposed measuras through a Security Council resolutioa or a statement
by the Praesident of the Security Council, would actually mean a formal
modification of the existing peace plan, which is legally unacceptablie within
a peace-keeping operation such as UNPROFOR.
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In response to receant statements by the United Nations Secretary-General,
UNPROFOR Commander Brigadier General J. K. Rob, and tha international media,
who repeatedly referred to the District of Drnif, in the “pink zone", as a
Serbian majority area, the Croatian Ministry of Information wishes to clarify
Spacial emphasis has
been put on the Miljevci region, which the Croatian Army liberated last wsek.

the matter by presenting the following map and graph.
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