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LETTER DATED 1°© OCTOBER 1987 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTA![VE OF THE
UNITED STATES O AMERICA TO THE UNITED NATIONS ADDRESSED TO THE
PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL

In accordance with Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, I wish, on
behalf of my Government, to report that United States forces have exercised the
inherent right of self-detence under international law by taking detensive action
in response to attacks by the Islamic Republic of Iran aqainst United States
vessels in the Persian Gulf.

At approximately 11 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time on 16 October 1987, a Silkworm
missile fired by Iranian forces from Iranian-occupled Iraqi territory struck the
Sea Isle City, a United States flag vessel, in the territorial waters of Kuwait,
This is the latest in a series of such missile attacks against United States tlaq
and other non-belligerent vessels in Kuwaiti waters in pursuit of peacetul
commerce. These actions are, moreover, only the latest in a series of unlawful
armed attacks by Iranian forces against the United States, including laying mines
in international waters for the purpose of sinking or damaging United States flaq
ships, and tiring on United States aircratt without provocation,

At approximately 7 a.m. FRastern Daylight Time on 19 October 1987,
United States naval vessels destroyed the Iranian military ocean platf..m at
Rashadat (also known as Rostam) in international waters of the Persian Gulf, The
military forces statioted on this platform have engaged in a variety ot actions
directed against United States flag and other non-belligerent vessels and
aircraft. They have monitored the movements of United States convoys by radar and
other means; co-ordinated minelaying in the path of our convoyss assisted
small-boat attackhs against other non-helligerent shippingy and fired at (nited
States military helicopters, as occurred on 8 October 1987, Prior warning was
given to permit the evacuation ot the platform.

I ask that you circulate the text of this lette as a document of the Security
Council.

(Signed) Vernon A. WALTERS
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