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I. INTRODUCTION

1. At its twenty-seventh session, the Committee for Proqramme and Co-ordination
“recommended that the S8ecretary-General should prepare a report for submission to
the General Assembly at its forty-second session, qiving information on the
me:asures he intended to take in the context of the proposed proqramme budqet for
the biennium 1988-1989 to ensure that due consideration was given to the priority
he had assiqned to the United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic

Recovery and Development”. 1/ The present report has been nrepared in response to
that request,

2, It should be recalled that in setting forth his programme budget policy for
the biennium 1988-1989, the S8ecretary-General specifically called on proqramme
manaqers to qgive priority attention to measures, as appropriate, to implement the
United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development
1986~1990 (General Assembly resolution 8-13/2, annex). This basic policy
orientation also quided the work of the Programme Planning and Budqeting Board in
the preparation of the budget proposal for the biennium that has been submitted by
the Secretary-General for consideration by the General Assembly at its forty-second
sesgion, Bince the information is already available, the present report will not
review support for the implementation of the Programme of Action as reflected in
1988-1989 proqramme budqet submission.

3, It should also be recalled that pursuant to General Assembly resolution 8~13/2
of 1 June 1986, the Secretary-General has submitted to the General Assembly at its
forty-second session a report on the implementation of the Proqramme of Action
(A/42/560 and Corr.l) which covers, inter alia, the activities and programmes of
the entities of the Uinited Nations system. Again, it would not seem useful to
duplicate that information in the present report.

4. Purguant to the recommendation of the Committee for Proqramme and
Co-ordination, a communication was sent to all concerned entities of the United
Nations, requesting the necessary information. The replies received to date are

summarized below. Subsequent responses will be summarized in an addendum to the
present report.

I1. ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA

Se The proposals in the work programme of the Economic Commission for

Africa (ECA) for the biennium 1988-1989 have been formulated on the basis of the
Lagos Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Monrovia Strateqy for the
Economic Development of Africa, the Final Act of Laqos (A/8-11/14, annexes 1

and II), Africa's Priority Programme for Economic Recovery 1986-1990 (A/40/666,
annex I, declaration AHG/Decl.l(¥XI), annex) and the United Nations Proqramme of
Action for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990, The basic
orientation of each of the ECA substantive proqrammes for the biennium 1988-1989
that directly reflect the priorities of the Programme of Action is described below,

/o..
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Kxecutive diroction and management

6, The activities include preparation for and participation in meetings of the
legislative orqgans of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) and all other
meetings orqanized by intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations at the
regional and subrogional levels.

Programme 1, Food and aqriculture

7. Tho saliont areas focused on include improvemeni of agricultural development

planning and policies; development of statistical dataj conservation and expansion
of forest and land resources; and monitoring and evaluation of the implementation

of the Programme of Action in the rural sector.

Programme 3. Devolopment issues and policies

8. The activities planned on development issues uand policies will include
advisory services to countries, substantive support in development planning, plan
preparation and evaluation and rescarch in critical areas to assess and review
social and economic development in African countries in the light of the objectives
of the Programme of Action. Multisectoral planning models and short-term
forecagting systems will be used in individual African countries to initlate
short~term adjustment measures and to serve as an early-warning system. Continued
in-depth studies of the economies of least developed countries will be undertaken
to address critical areas. Research will also be conducted in areas of short-~term
and long-term finance. 1In addition, activ’ties are planned for the strengthening
of the economic co-operation and integqration process within the main economic
communities.

9. The subprogramme on education and training for development and the
subp.;ogramme on manpower and employment planning and policies will continue to
foous on the streigthening of human resources planning and development institutions,

10. Other activities include organizing training courses for personnel of
documentation centres in Africa and assisting information and documentation centres

of the member countries bLy supplying them with computer hardware and software and
other technical equipment.

Programme 4. Environment

11, This progqramme is aimed at strenqgthening technical co-oreration among ECA
member States in developing national environmental capabilities to implement
measures related to combating desertification and alleviating the effects of
drought.

Programme 5. Human settlements

12. Activities will focus on the establishment of human settlements policies for
rural human resources development and the improvement of rural productivity.
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Proqramme 6, fndustrial developmant

13. Activities aim at assisting African oountries in creating a self-reliant and
self-sustaining industrial base with intrasectoral and intersectoral linkages and
approp: iate manpower capabilities. The activities will be carried out in close
collaboration with the United Nations Industrial Development Organization and OAU
in the framework of the joint inter-secretariat committee.

Programme 7. International trade and development finance

14. ' The activities ocover the preparation of technical publications and studies
analysing the relevant issues in trade and development finance; provision of
advisory services on trade policy and institutional arrangements; organization of
meetings devoted to harmonization of Africa‘'s position in international trade,
monetary and financial negotiations; and training courses and seminars ailied at
disgsemination of inforwmation td facilitate the establishment of appropriate
mechanisms for promoting trade and financial relations between developing countries,

Proqramme 8. Natural resources

15. The activities include the continuation of assistance to member States in the
davelopment of integrated policies for the planning and management of their natural
resources; development of water remsources in drought—-affected areas; preparation of
inventories of industrial minerals in selected countriesj and support for
ingtitutions responsible for development of natural resources.

Programme 9. Enerqy and development

16. Major emphasis will be placed on the exploration, evaluation and development

of energy resources in Africaj research, training and information; and assistance
in institution-building.

Programme 10. Population

17. The areas covered by the programme are advisory services to member States in
data analyeis and utilizations formulution ard implementation of population
policies and programmes; and on-the-job and formal training. Research on
population dynamics, vopulation policies and their impact on soclo~economic
development, and populaition information dissemination will also continue to form an
impor tant component of the population programme during the biennium 1988-1989.

Programme ll., Public administration and finance

18, The subprogramme on public administration will address problems asscciated
with the management of public enterprises, personnel tralning, the organization of
central and local qovernment institutions, and the management and administration of
public services, Efforts will be made to strengthen institutions and increase the
knowledge, skills and analytical capacity of key qovernment personnel through
advisory and consultative missions, training workshops and technical publications
on specific issues and problems. The subprogramme on development of budqgetary and
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taxation systems will foous principally on effective and efficient management of
public financlal resources,

Programme 12. 8cience and technology

19. The programme aims at providing training to nationals to enable them to meet

their needs, paying due attention to the promotion of subreqional, regional and
interreqional co-operation,

Proqramme l3. Socilal development

20. The proqramme will tocus on social development and increased productivity in
rural areas. Evaluation studies, regsearch and field missions will be undertaken to
promote adoption of an integrated approach to self-reliant rural development with
equity, dignity and participation. The activities will concentrate on research
studies and policy recommendations on social trends and social development
problems, particularly in the rural areas affected by drought, desertification and
refugee problemg. The activities related to the integration of women in
development will concentrate on implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strateqies for the Advancement of Women. 2/

Programme l4. Statistics

21. This programme is aimed -° strengthening the national capacities of African
Governments to collect, proc: 5 and disseminate statistical information, with
special focus on the data related to the implementation of the Programme of Action,

Programme 1%, Transport, communications and tourism

22. Outputs will include reports to the ECA Conference of Miniaters; reports to
and servicing of the Conference of African Minigters of Transport, Communications
and Planning; advisory services to member States, organization of seminars and
preparation of technical publications and technical support to intergoveinmental
organizations in the areas of general and multimodal tr.nsport, maritime transport,

inland water transport and pcrts, land transport, air transport, tourism and
communications,

Efforts to mobilize extrabudgetary resources

23. Availlable and expected resources in the regular budqet and from extrabudgetary
contributions are estimated to be insufficient to meet th financial requirements
for proposed activities, which will necessitate a renewed effort by ECA to mobilize
extrabudgetary resources. In particular, extrabudgetary resources will be
essential for the implementation of the subprogrammes on inteqration of women in
development and the programmes on statistics and the development of i formation
systems, on science and technology and on industry.

R
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III. UNITED NATIONS CHILDREN'S FUND

24. 8ince the thirteenth special session of the General Assembly and the adoption
of the Proqramme of Action, the United Nationa Children's Fund (UNICEF) has
continued to play an active role not only in responding to programme needs within
its own specific human resource development mandate - in relation to the framework
for action defined in the Proqramme of Action - but also in the 8Steering Committee
and the Inter-Agency Task Force established to co-ordinate implementation of the
Programme of Action. UNICEF is deeply committed, both at Headquarters and in the
field, to support African Governments in the implementation of the Programme of
Action in partnership with other United Nations agencies, donor Governments,
non-governmental orqanizations and private sector groups.

25. The UNICEF medium~-term plan for the period 1986-1990 3/ stipulates that Africa
will remain a priority for UNICEF for the rest of the century. UNICEF is
responding to African concerns through appropriate adaptations of its global
strateqies, including increased attention to the widespread application of low-cost
child-survival and development measures, in the contoxt of progressive development
of national primary health care institutions. In addition, UNICEF seeks to promote
child development, including expanded relevant education, eapecially for qirls.
UNICEF programme co-operation also reflects an active concern about the impact of
economic adjustment measures, which result in severe cut-backs in social
expenditures, particularly affecting the most vulnerable qroups of African
socleties.

26, The iamine and food shortaqes that have affected the continent over the past
few years suggest that UNICEF conceruns should include hocusehold food security.
Specific measures such as the promotion of good nutritional practices will
contribute to the protection of children, UNICEF also supports the integration of
food programmes into the implementation of water-supply and sanitation programmes,
which continue to be of particular importance in the region.

27. In September 1986, UNICEF held its first pan—-African neeting at Dakar. At
that meeting, UNICEF-gupported programmes in Africa were reriewed, and priorities
were reoriented and harmonized in consultation with African Governments and
univergity researchers.

28. In the 21 country-programme recommendations approved at the 1986 and 1987
sessions of the Executive Board of UNICEF, long-term programmes (in most cases,
covering five years) parallel to the countries' own national development plans were
called for. This is a major departure from established practice, since in the
past, the average country programme in Africa did not exceed 18 months., It will
enable Governments and UNICEF to prepare more substantive proposals and provide
more time for implementation, with emphasis on sustaining the programme and on
long~term monitoring of performance and evaluation of achievements.

29. Detailed situation analyses of children and women by Governments and UNICEF
have been an important element in the preparation of these country programmes.
Such documents now exist for 38 countries, providing information on the specific
situation of vulnerable groups for advocacy purposes, for social planning and forx
the setting of priorities in UNICEF-assisted projects.
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30. 1In 1984, the Executive Board of UNICEF decided that Africa should be accorded
priority for UNICEF programme and advocacy support, and approved expanded
proqrammas for Africa and strenqthened operational capacity. UNICEF has ircreased
its expenditure in Africa by almost 50 per cent over the last two years, to a level
more than double that of five years ago.

31. In addition to increased resource allocation, UNICEF has placed major emphasis
on strengthening field structure orqanization and staffing capacity in Africa. On
the basis of a comprehensive review by the secretariat, wu. Executive Board of

UNICEF has decided since 1984 on a number of steps, chief among them the followings

(a) The upqrading of UNICEF offices to full country/area officea, headed by a
representative, in 14 countries in collaboration with the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP))

(b) The upqrading to sub-offices, with resident programme officers, of units
in nine other countriess

(c) A doubling of the international and national staff of UNICEF in West
Africa and a 40 per cent increase in eastern and southern Africa, in part by
redeployment from UNICEF headquarters and other UNICEF localities and in part by
enhanced recruitment)

(d) The reorganization of ocountry/area responsibilities in a number of cases
in order to improve implementation;

(e) Strengthened professional capabilities in programme management and
communication areasj

(£} Increased s*aff training,

32. The majority of these measures were achieved within existing administrative
budqet resources, through redeployment and other efficiency measures. :n addition,
wherever possible, UNICEF sought to strencthen its field presence in such a way as
also to strengthen its collaborative efforts with the United Nations system. AsS
part of this effort, a number of initiatives are currently under way, including the
work beinqg done by UNICEF, UNDP, the United Nations Fund for Population Activities
and the World Food Programme in the Joint Consultative Group on Policy regarding
common premines and services.

33, As a result, there is now a UNICEF presence in all 43 countries with which
UNICEF co-operates in Africa, except Gabon and the Seychelles. One half of all
UNICEF representatives are now posted in Africa. More than 25 par cent of all
UNICEF core posts and 35 per cent of all core posts at field duty stations are in
Africa. About 45 per cent of all project personnel are working in Africa.

34, After a period of rapid astaff expansion through redeplovment and recruitment
between 1984 and 1986, patticularly in response to the emergency, she main thrust
of UNICEF management in Africa during the remainder of this decade will be to
congolidate its field and headquarters stcuctures, redress remaining imbalances and
improve efficiency and effectiveness.
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35, S8trictly spcaking, all UNICEF resources are extrabudqetary, as funding is
exclugively assured throuqgh voluntary contributions. However, efforts to mobilize
additional support for Africa are reflected in the proposals for supplementary
funding noted by the Executive Board at its 1987 session. Of particular relevance
are the regional project for institutional strengthening and national
capacity~-building for child survival and development and the subreqional project
for southern Africa for monitoring and strengthening child-survival activities.

IV. WORLD FOOD COUNCIL

36. As requested by the General Assembly in its resolution 41/191 of
8 December 1986, the wWorld Food Council (WKFC) has attached high priority to the
Programme of Agtion in its proposed work proqramme for the biennium 1988-1989. 1Its
planned policy co~ordination activities include the convening of subregional,
regional and global consultations, workshops and seminars designed to assist
developing countries - notably African countries - in the preparation, financing
and implementation of their national food strategies with the active participation
of other United Nations agencies, and in strengthening South-8outh co-operation at
the reqional and interreqional levels in the food and aqriculture sector.

. [
37. At the thirteenth ministerial session in June 1987, WFC Ministers stated that
the Council's role during the biennium 1988-1989 would be to monitor, review and
co-ordinate the food and food-related policles of various agencies, to assess and
analyse their effects on hunger and malnutrition, and to provide appropriate advice
to agencies and Governments., The WFC seoretariat will act along these lines in its
contribution to the relevant provision of the Programme of Action.

V. UNITED NATIONS DEVELUPMENT PROGRAMME

38. Frollowing the thirteenth special session of the General Assembly, UNDP
management systematically reviewed functions and operations in Africa so as to
contribute best to the implementation of the Programme of Action. At Niamey
July 1986, the Regional Bureau tor Africa held a meeting of all UNDP resident
representatives serving in the African region. The discussions included
participants from the organizations and agencies of the United Nations development
system and from African interqovernmental organizations. Agqreement was reached on
an action-oriented set of measur2s to make the best use of development resources
entrusted to UNDP,

39, UNDP has taken steps to support a strong and coherent response by the United
Nations system to implement the Programme of Action. UNDP is a member of the
Steering Committee for follow-up of the Programme of Action and the Regional
Director for Africa is acting as the Secretary of the Committee. UNDP has
allocated $304,000 towards the personnel and operating costs of the Steering
Committee. The Regional Bureau for Africa has also seconded a post and staff
member to work with the Director-General for Development and International Economic
Co-operation on African matters, including the follow-up of the Programme of
Action. UNDP also approved $300,000 for ECA execution of a programme of high-level
neetings on development issues; these funds were used, inter alia, to help finance
the International Conference on Africa held at Abuja, Nigeria, in June 1987,
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40. The Director-General for Development and International Economic Co-operation
has, in collaboration with UNDP, communicated with resident co-~ordinators so that
they will give priority to the Programme of Action within thelir responsibilities
with respect to co~ordination of United Nations operational activities for
development at the field level. Moreover, the resident representatives play the
central role at the field level in supporting the African Governments in the
round-table process and the national technical co-operation and assessment
programme (NATCAP) exercises.

41. African Governments held consultations on the respective roles that they
expected of the UNDP and the United Nations development system at a meeting of
African Planning Ministers held from 13 to 15 October 1986 at Addis Ababa. The
Ministers adopted resolutions by which they endorsed, inter alia, the elements of
the proposed UNDP-financed regional proqramme of technical co-operation for
1987-1991; the round-table process, considering it the most suitable
country~specific follow-up mechanism to Programme of Action for those Governments
which opted for that process as a co-ordination mechanism; and the NATCAP exercises.

42. UNDP resources for Africa, totalling more than $1.3 billion for the fourth
programming cycle (1987-1991), are being used, in agreement with the recipient

Governments, to support the implementation of the priorities and themes of the

Programme of Action.

(a) During the past year, the Governing Council of UNDP has scrutinized and
approved 40 African country programmes, including 30 in sub-S8aharan Africa, taking
into account both national priorities and the Programme of Action,

(b) The regional proqramme for sub-Saharan Africa, whose resources total
nearly $200 million, was approved in June 1987. It contains major initiatives that
correspond directly to the themes of the Programme of Action: agricultural
development and supporting development activities, human resov.ces development and
institutional capacity-building. Among the projects is a $1.3 million project, to
be executed by the World Bank in conjuiiction with ECA, to monitor development
programmes and aid flows as a follow-up to the Programme of Action.

(¢) Other resources under the responsibility of the Administrator of UNDP are
being focused on the priority themes in the Programme of Action through a
comprehensive and harmonized approach. These contributed resources include those
designated by donors for (1) drought and desertification (United Nations
Sudano-Sahelian Office), (ii) small- an¢ medium-scale capital assistance projects
{United Nations Capital Development Fund), (iii) women's economic development
(United Nations Development Fund for Women), (iv) sclence and technology (United
Nations Fund for Science and Technology for Development), (v) volunteer assistance
(United Nations Volunteers), and (vi) development projects for refugees and
returnees.

(d) UNDP has taken measures to enlarqe its ongoing role as a proven catalyst
for cost-sharing of development projects and as a facilitator of other resource
mobilization. Cost-sharing through UNDP has approximately tripled since 1983 in
the African region.
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43, UNDP hag actively played a managerial and lead role, at the request of
speciiic donors, in tacilitating implementation of special programmes, At the
thirteenth special session of the General Assembly, the Government of the
Netherlands pledged f£.12.5 million as a special contribution to strengthen public
administration and management in the Afi ican region. To date, funds have been
programmed in seven countries within the framework of the Special Action Proqramme
for Administration and Management. In order to reinforce the effectiveness of the
round-table process during the past year, UNDP committed not only its own resources
but also nearly $2 million from the Netherlands Trust Fund for the support of round
tables., 1In addition, in December 1986 the Government of France signed an agreement
with the Administrator establishing a trust fund to strenqthen preparations for
round-table activities, either conferences or in-country sectoral consultations,

To strengthen the NATCAP process and extend it to interested African Governments,
the Government of Finland pledqed at the seventh session of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development in July 1987 approximately $2 million tor
UNDP~led NATCAP exercises.

44. The round-table process, for which UNDP serves as lead agency at the request
of 18 sub-Saharan African Governments, has been confirmed as a vehicle for reaching
joint agreements and for implementing and monitorina the Proqramme of Action at the
country level. 8Since adoption of the Programme of Action, very successful
round-table conferences were held for Cape Verde (October 1986), the

Central African Republic (June 1987), and Niger (July 1987). Following careful
preparations and constructive policy and strateqy discussions, at these round-table
conferences, donors announced financing intentions that more than covered the
respective programmes requirements. 8Specific follow-up actions and a plan for
future sectoral consultations were also agreed to. 8ince the adoption of the
Programme of Action, other African countries that have opted for the round-table
process have held in-country sectoral consultations or are preparing for future
round-table activities.

45. UNDP, by joint agreement with the World Bank, is not only participating as a
donor, but also providing input to consultative group meetings, particularly with
respect to human resources development, economic management and technical
agsistance priority needs. It is aqreed with the World Bank that for those
countries which have requested NATCAPs, the latter will serve as a basis for this
input to the consultative group meetings.

46. UNDP, in collaboration with African partners, has an important responsibility
with respect to call in the Programme of Action for policies and actions intended
to make the best use of national human resources and institutional capacity and to
develop the African human resources capital required to meet priority needs.
Another challenge cited in the Progrumme of Action is the need to make the best use
of resources available for technical co-operation and to improve its

effectiveness. 1In response, UNDP has conducted these exercises at the request of
eight African Governments, and 10 NATCAPs are beinq launched by the end of 1987, in
addition to the pilot NATCAPs already undertaken. Several specialized agencies,
the World Bank and bilateral donors nave been directly involved or have actively
collaborated in pilot NATCAPs.
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47, In #May 1586, UNDP and the International Finance Corporation (IFC) reached an
agreement to establish the African Project Development Facility. The Facility,
which has become fully operational since adoption of the Programme of Action, will
provide technical and consultancy services to African entrepreneurs and assist them
in securing access to sources of equity and loan finance. The project is being
financed under a cost-~sharing agreement between UNDP ($2.5 million), IFC

{32 million), the African Development Bank (31 million) and bilateral sources {a
total of more than $10 million).

48, Efforts to promote South-South co-operation have been intensified since
adoption of the Programme of Action. More than 40 current UNDP-supported projects
in the African reqgion have significant South-South co-operation objectives and/or
components. UNDP has long been associated with technical co-operation among
developing countries and has actively promoted it. However, in this area, UNDP is
trying to make great strides in the extent to which intra-African economic
co-operation among developing countries and technical co-operation among developing
countries, as well as interregional technical co-operation among developing
countries, will be implemented in the coming years. Several UNDP-~financed projects
in sub~-Saharan Africa emphasize economic co-operation among developing countries
through the strengthening of the programmes and capabilities of inter-country
institutions. One recent South-South co-operation project of an interregional
character, carried ocut in collaboration with the WFC, focused on focd production,
the highest priority in the Proqramme of Action. The Governments of China and
India hosted workshops for African aqricultural specialists; follow-up discussions
were then held in Africa in early 1987, Specific arrangements have also bez=n or
are being worked out to foster technical co-operation among developing countries
with other countries, such as Brazil, Eqypt, Tunisia and Turkey.

VI, DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
OF THE UNITED NATIONS

49, Although the Department's proposed programme of work for the biennium
1988-1989 is essentially global in coveraqge, it is intended to provide, within this
world-wide perspective, specific focus on the African situation and to highlight as
much as possible the relevant information necessary to support the Programme of
Action.

50. Under programme element 1.2 (policy modelling) of subprogramme 1 (development
perspectives} of the programme on global development issues and poiicies, research
will be undertaken, with special emphasis on Africa, to improve projections and
policy analyses, including development of specialized models that can be readily
harmonized with the LINK system to analyse such problems as capital flows, debt
services, exchange rates and resource constraints. The country coverage from
Africa will be expanded in the LINK system.

51. Under programme element 4.1 (interrelations between the world economy and

economic and social development in Africa) of subprogramme 4 (developing countries:
problems and prospects) of the same programme, a document will be published in the
third quarter of 1989 on institutional aspects of policies for overall development

foes
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and their distributional and socio-economic impact, with particular reference to
structural reform efforts in Africa.

52. 1In the World Economic Survey and the Report on the World Social Situation,
greater emphasis and coverage will be given to the African situation. 1In the
energy programme, subprogramme 2 (development and utilization of new and renewable
sources of energy) includes the monitoring, in particular, of the fuel wood crisis
and the issue of enerqgy supplies to the rural sector of developing countries, which

are particularly relevant to the economic, social and environmental problems of
Africa.

53. In the programm: on analysis of world population, the biennial report on the
monitoring of trends and policies will give detailed coverage of population issues
in Africa. Similarly, the biennially revised assessment of population trends and
prospects will provide detailed projections of population to the year 2025 for each
country in Africa. The Department's Population Division, jointly with the
Population Division of ECA, will undertake an in-depth study of population policies
for all countries in Africa. In addition, a study of differentials in child
mortality will be undertaken by the Department's Population Division, in
association with ECA and the United Nations-sponsored Regional Institute for

Population Studies of the University of Ghana., with case st1dies in Ghana, Kenya .
and Lesotho,

54. In the world statistics programme, the population and housing census activity,
which involves censuses in countries on a decennial basis, will provide asaistance
to many African countries to enable them to conduct their censuses. In the
national household survey capability programme, which assists countries to build
their national capability for collecting data for national policy purposes through
household surveys, approximately half of the countries expected to participate are
in the African region. The world statistics programme also includes a revision of
the United Wations system of national accounts, which is aimed, inter alia, at
improving the measurement of subsistence-level/informal activities in developing
countries, including those of Africa. The Statistical Office has a significant
data bank of eccnomic and social statistics on the African countries; these data
have been and will be made available for utilization in the preparation of reports
in connection with the Programme of Action.

55. PFinally, the Department will continue to provide staff resources to undertake
ad hoo activities, suwh as the provision of substantive snd technical support for

the Advisory Group on Resources Flows for Africa, for the implementation of the
Programme of Action.

VII., UNITED NATIONS CENTRE FOR HUMAN SETTLEMENTS (HABITAT)

56. The main theme of the Programme of Action is rural development, and in
particular, the rehabilitation, improvement and development of agriculture.
Accordingly, for its programme in Africa, the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements {Habitat) (UNCHS) is developing and implementing human settlements
projects that are supportive of rural development and agriculture.

Lees
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57. Apart from providing shelter and related infrastructure (sochools, hospitals,
sewerage, water supply, eto.) for the rural populations who are primarily engaged
in agricultural activities, UNCHS8 technical co-operation projocts are currently
being designed to provide the rural populations with the infrastructure required
for increased aq.icultural production, such as an adequate transportation
distribution network (feeder roads, bridges, etc.) and storage facilities
(aranaries, etu.), and to pronote the development of small and medium-sized towna
in rural areas. Approximately S50 per cent of the Centre's total ourront technical
asgistance projects are located in the African reqion.

58. UNCHS is actively supporting African Governments in their efforts to identify
and develop secondary centres (centres tor marketing, food-proce8sing, storage and
other services), which are nceded if the agricultural sector is to become
increasingly productive. The first priority is to develop intersectoral programmes
that will maximize the contribution of seuondary centres in rural vconomices.

59, UNCHS is also extending assistance to a number of African research
institutions and agencies ongaged in the development of appropriate tochnologies
for rural areas.

VIIXI, DEPARTMENT FOR SPECIAL POLITICAL QUESTIONS, REGIONAL
CO-OPERATION, DECOLONIZATION AND TRUSTEESHIP OF THE
UNITED NATIONS

60, While the Department assistes in advising the 8Secoratary-General mainly on
specific questions of a political naturoe, it alio participates actively in the
various ocupport measures called for in the implerwentation of the Programme cf
Action. The Undor-~Secretary-Ceneral serves on the Staering Committee established
by the Secretary~General to organize and stimulate action by the United Nations to
promote the effective implementation of the Programme of Action, under the
chairmanship of the Director-General for Development and International Economio
Co-opeaeration.

61. The Programme of Action explicitly recognizes that the plight of 5 million
refugees and returnees and the adverse effect that the refugee burden continues to
have on the frail economies of host countries are matters of high priority for many
African States. It calls for the accelerated implementation of the recommendations
of the Second International Conference on Assistance to Refugqgoes in Africa and
acceptance by the international community of burden-sharing in respoct of the ocare
and maintenance of refugees and the coat of finding lasting solutions to the
continent's refuqee problems. In accordance with the Declaration and Programme of
Action of the Second International Conference on Assistance to Refuqees in Africa
{h/39/402, annex), the Department is respongsible for monitoring the foll., -np of
the Conference, in consultation with OAU, the Office of the United Nationt High
Commissioner for Refuqees and UNDP, The Department also serves on th. Steering
Committee of the Conference, which is responsible for co-ordinating follow-u.»
action.

/.o.
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62. The Department aleo serves as the focai point at United Nationa Headquarters
for co-operation t.ih interregional, regional and subregional ovganigaticans,
asgociationu and conferences, partiocularly in Africa, such as OAU and the Southexr
Af¢lcan Dovelopmont Co-ordination Conference.

63. In conformity with recommendation 22 of the Group of High-level
Interqovarnmental Exports to Raeview the Lfficiency of the Administrative and
Finanoial Functioning of the Unlted Nations concerning the special economic
agsistance programmes 4/ and the Secretary-General's rescent decision to transfer
the adminigtration of special economic assistance programmes to UNDP, “except in
cases of political sensitivity where other arrangemonta miqht be appropriate”
(A/42/234 and Corr.l, para. 30 (h) (vi)), tho Unit for Special Bconomic Assistance
Programmes is being replaced by a unit for emerqaoncies and special relief
programmes. This reflects changes in responsibilities that includa a reduced role
in the implewmentation of special economic assigtance programmes and inoreased
responsibilitios with regard to African emergency situations as well as in
connection with the implementation of the Programme of Action,

64, The Department thus servaes as the focal point at United Nations Headguartors
for all African emergency-rulated questions involving intar-agency action of a
complex nature, and facilitates the initial response of the Seoretary~teneral to
all regquests on an ad hoo basie for assistance in emergency situations of political
sanaitivity. In this connection, since tie closing of the United Natione Office
for Emerge.cy Oper: tione in Africa (OBOA) on 31 October ,1986, the tormer Executi:e
Co-ordinator of OEOA has exercised the functions of Director for Emerqgancies in
Africa under the responsibility of the Under-Secretary-General tor Special
Political Queations. It was algso dewzided that the African Emorgency Task Forece,
composad of organizations of the system most concerned with emergoncy situations,
should continue to function. This Task Foroe played an important role in the
recent past, and maintaining its activities at the working lavel was judged
agssential. The Under~8coretary-General for Special Political Questions sexves as
Chairman of the Task Force at the executive-head level,

IX. DLEPARTMENT OF TECHNICAL CO--OPERATION FOR DEVELOPMENT OF THE
UNITED NATIONS

65. 'The Department is fully involved in the implementation of the Programme of
Action. For example, it varticipated actively in designing a concrete action plan
within the framework of the Special Action Programme for Administration and
Management in Africa (SAPAM). It participated in the SAPAM missions that
identified the tollowing priorities: (a) policy management, espacially to improve
the management of policies aimed at economic reforms (b) raising productivity in
the public sector and in the productive sectors through the rationalization and
introduction of procedures, systems and improved co-ordination; and (¢) human
resources development in the arcas of manpower redeployment and training.

66. The Department has also been actively involved in the NATCAP exercises
financed by UNDP in Africa. In addition, it has established a projecc in the tield
of development planning under its regular programme Lo gtrengthen the planning
capabilities ot the least doveloped countries of Africa.
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X. UNITED NATIONS CENTRE ON ''RANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS

67. The United Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations formulated its annual
programme of assistance to African oountries in line with tha priorities outlined
in the Programme of Action. The thrust of the Centro's programme of assaistance to
Africa is to improve the nverall approach of African countries in their dealinga
with foreign investors, to develop appropriate national capabilities and to improve
existing arrangements with transnational corpocatione in order to maximizo the
benefites acoruing to the countrics. The Centro's participation has been mainly in
the following major areas of the Programme of Actiong

(a) Improving the managemant of the economy. The Centro is assisting several
African countries in reformulating guidelines for an institutional and legislative
framaework, inoluding appropriate fiscal réqimes pertaining to the participatrion «
transnational corporations in the various scotors of thelr economien, This
framework also reflects their desire for incrcased participation by the private
gector in the national economy;

(b) Human resources development, planning and utilization., The Centre ia
implomenting a special programme of assisztance tn the African Institute of
Development Management and Administration involving the introduction of a
currioulum covering issues relating to the oporations and strategqics of
transnational corporations and appropriate polieies, rogulations and negotiation
tactics that host countries should adopt)

{¢) Rehabilitation and development of agriculturce~related industries. Tho
Contre is assisting several African countries involved in negotiations with
tranenational corporations in industrial projucts with strateqic spin-off benefits
for aqriculture, sucn as petroloum and cnetrqys

(d) Subregional co-operation. The Centre is assisting the members of the
major subregional gqrouping in Africa in their effort to develop common sectoral
policieas on issues of foreiqn investment and technology tranafer.

XI. CENTRE FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS,
UNITED NATIONG OFFICE AT VIENNA

68. African concerns were highlighted in the documentation submitted to the
Commission for Social Development at its thirteenth session. Assistance is
provided to African countries in developiny comprehensive national policies and
programmes concerning youth, aging and disabled persons. 1In this regard, the
Centre has adopted an integrated approach with a special emphasis on
policy~oriented research, the exchange and dissemination of information, advisory
services and substantive operational activities utilizing the resources of the
tiust funds that exist in respect of youth, aging and disabled persons. In
sccordance with the guidance received from the General Apsembly, priority i.n the
allocation of trust fund resources is accorded to least developed countries, the
majority of which are in Africa. The Centre will also endeavour to strengthen
components of youth, aging and disabled persons in UNDP country programmes, with
particular emphasig on least developed countries,
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69. During the biennium 1986-1987, the Interregional Adviser on Youth Policies and
Proyramnes, whose sorvices are budgoted through the reqular programmen of the
Department of Technical Co-operation for Development, undertook missions to Mali,
Rwanda and Sencqal. Also, the United Nations Youth Fund has disbursad nearly
$98,000 to support 10 projects in tho African region. Morcover, as indicated in
the proposed programme budqet for 1988-1989, tha Centre will, intor alia, prepare a
report to tho Commission tor Social Development on the situation of youth during
the fourth quarter of 1988.(in which a significant scotion will doscribe the
gituation of African youth) and a technical publication on the situation and needs

of marginal youth in the loast developed countries, most of which are in the
African region.

70, 1n 19688, the Centre will conduct a survey of Member States, including those in
the African reqion. A comprehensive study on the world aqing situation will be
prepared, which will entall a description of the situation and needs uf the aging
in Africa. The first African Regional Conference on Aging, held at Dakar in
December 1984, had invited Governments to establish an Afrilcuan gerontological
societys as requested by the General Assembly in its resolution 41/96 of

4 Docember 1986, the Centre ia examining ways of assisting in this project,
including through the Yrust Fund for Aging. In the near future, the Government:of
Seneqal will convene a working froup to examine this mproposal further. Between
1983 and 1986, the Trust und for Aging has assisted six projocts related to
policies and programmes on aging in Africa, providing $131,635 as a resource
commitmont. 1In 1987, the Centre intonds to nrqanize, in co~oporation with the
Dupartment. of Technlcal Co~operation for Development, two missions for evaluation
of national wolicics on aging in Africa.

71. The Centre provides technical assistance to the African Rehabilitation
Institute at Harare, with fooal points in five subregions of Africa. Advisory
services woere provided in the field of disability to Angola, Djibouti, Guinea,
Mali, Mauritania, Moroceco, 8Somalia and Uganda. The Global Meeting of Ex.urts, held
at 8Stockholm from 17 to 22 August 1987, was attended by five experts from the
African reqion. 8ince 1984, the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Becade for
Disabled Perevons has disbursed $543,495% to support 14 projects benetiting disabled
persons in the African region, which amounts to nearly one third of the total
project approved and nearly one halt of the resources disbursecd.

72. The Centre has vrovided substantive and technical support for the creation ot
the African Reqional Institute on the Prevention of Crime and the Trcatment of
Offenders, with financial asslgtance from UNDP. The establishment of thig
Ingtitute £ills an urgent need and will increase the etffectiveness of the entire
network of United Nations institutes in this Field. The activitics of the
Ingtitute, which is temporarily located at the headgquarters of ECA at Addis Ababa,
are being carried out with the co-operation of ECA and OAU. The crime prevention
and criminal justice requirements of countries of the reqgion have started to be
assessedsy a pilot study for the cellection of comprehensive crime statistics has
been initiated; a framework for the Institute's information system has been
establisheds supplementary sources of assistance have been explored; and the
Institute's long-term work programne has been vlarucated,
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73. The Centre‘s work programme on tho problomu eof rural womon, tho priority theme
for the 1988 scssion of the Commission on the Status ot Wemen, will include
emphasis on the policy issues related to African women. Proparatiouns regarding the
priority ctheme for the 1989 session of the Commission, cmployment, will similarly
contain particular reference to women in Africa. The work on the update of the
World Survey on the Role of Women in Development includes a chapter on the effeot
of structural adjustment on women, which will be based on a serics of
consultations, seminars and case studies with particular emphasis on this issuc as

it aftects women in Africa.

Notgg_

1/ A/42/16 (pPart I) (to be issued in Official Rocords of the General
Acuoembly, Forty-second Sagssion, Supplement No. 16 (A/42/16)), para. 138,

2/ Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of
the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Duvelopment and Peace, Nalrobi,
15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.85.1v.10), chap. I,
gsect. A.

3/ E/ICEF/1987/3.

4/ 8Bee Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-firgt Session,
Supplement No. 49 (A/41/49), para. 37.




