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I. INTRODUCTION

1. At its twenty-seventh session, the Committee for Proqramme and Co-ordination
"recommended that the SeoretarY-General should prepare a report for 8ubmission to
the General Assembly at its forty-second s8ssion, qivinq information on the
m~asures he intended to take in the oontext of the proposed proqramme budqet for
the biennium 1988-1989 to ensure that due consideration was g1ven to the priority
he had assiqned to the United Nations Proqramme of Aotion for African Economic
Recovery and Development". 1/ The present report has been Drepared in response to
that request.

2. It shoUld be recalled that 1n settinq forth his proqramme budqet polioy for
the biennium 1988-1989, the Secretary-General speoifioally oalled on proqramme
manaqers to qive priority attention to ,neasures, as appropriate, to implement the
United Nations Proqramme of Aotion for African Eoonomio Reoovery and Development
1986-1990 (General Assembly resolution 8-13/2, annex). This basio polioy
orientation also quided the work of the PrQqramme Planninq and ludqetinq Board in
the preparation of the budqet ~roPOsal for the biennium that has been lubmitted by
the Secretary-General for consideration by the General Assembly at its forty-second
session. Sinoe the information is already available, the present report will not
review support for the implementation of the Proqramme of Action as refleoted in
1988-1989 proqramme bUdqet SUbmission.

3. It should also be reoalled that pursuant to General Assembly resolution S-13/2
of 1 June 1986, the Secretary-General has submitted to the General Assembly at its
forty-second session a report on the implementation of the Proqramme of Aotion
(A/42/S60 and Corr.l) which covers, inter alia, the activities and proqrammes of
the entities of the United Nations system. Aqain, it would not seem useful to
duplicate that information in the present report.

4. Pursuant to the reoommendation of the Committee for Proqramme and
Co-ordination, a communioation was sent to all conoerned entities of the United
Nations, requestinq the necessary information. The replies received to date are
summarized below. SUbsequent responses will be summarized in an ad~endum to the
present r~port.

11. ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA

5. The proposals in the work proqramme of the Eoonomic Commission for
Africa (ECA) for the biennium 1988-1989 have been formulated on the basis of the
Laqos Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Monrovia Strateqy for the
Economio Development of Afrioa, the Final Aot of Laqos (A/S-11/14, annexeB I
and 11), Africa's Priority Proqramme for Economic Recovery 1986-1990 (A/40/666,
annex I, declaration AHG/Deol.l(V,XI), annex) and the United Nations Proqramme of
Aotion for African Economio Recover.y and Development 1986-1990. The basic
orientation of eaoh of the ECA substantive proqrammes for the biennium 1988-1989
that dlrectly refleot the priorities of the Proqramme of Action is described below.

I ...
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Executivo diroction and management

6. The activities include preparation for and participation in meetinqs of the
leqiolativo orqans of the Orqanization of African Unity (OAU) and all other
mootinqa ol'qanized by interqovernmental and non-governmental orqanizationo at the
reqional anQ aubroqional levels.

Proqrammo 1. Food and agriculture

7. Th~ saliant areas focused on include improvomonc of aqricultural development
p1anninq and policies, development of statistical data, conservation and expansion
of foreot and land resources, and monitorinq and evaluation of the implementation
of the Proqramme of Action in the "'ural sector.

Proqranutle 3. Dovelopment issues and policies

8. The activities planned on development issuos und policies will include
advisory services to oountries, substantive support in development planninq, plan
preparation and evaluation and resoaruh 1n critical areas to assess and review
Bocial and oconomic development 1n African countries in the liqht of th~ objectives
of the ProqramlOO of Action. Multiaectoral planninq models and Ilhort-term
forocaotinq eystemll will be uoed in individual African countries to initiate
short-toL"m adjustment meaoures and to serve as an early-warninq system. Continued
in-depth studies of the economies of least developed countries will be undertaken
to addreao critical areas. Research will also be oonducte~ in areas of short-term
and lonq-term finance. In addition, activ~ties are planned for the strengtheninq
of tho economic co-oporation and inteqration process within the main economic
communit.ies.

9. The Gubproqrammo on education and traininq for dev~lopment and the
subp,:oqramme on manpowor and employment planninq and policios will continue to
foous on the otrel.qthoninq of. human rElsources planninq and development institutions.

10. Other activities include organizinq traininq courses for personnel of
documentation centres in Africa and assistinq information and ~~cumentation centres
of the member countr i08 Ly aupplyinq them wi.th computer ha['dwllL"e and software and
other technical eqUipment.

Programme 4. Environmont

11. This proqranune is aimed at strenqtheninq technical co-ol;eration amonq ECA
member States in developinq national environmental capabilities to implement
measures related to combatinq desortification and alleviatinq the effects of
drouqht.

Proqramme 5. Human settlements

12. Activities will focus on the establishment of human settlements policies for
rural human resources development and the improvement of rural productivity.

I
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Programme 6. InduDtrial development

13. Activities aim at assisting African countries in creating a self-reliant and
self-sustaining industrial base with intrasectoral and intersectoral linkages and
approp~iate manpower capabilitiea. The aotivities will be carried out in olose
collaboration with the United Nations Industrial Development Organization and OAU
in the framework of the joint inter-seoretariat committee.

Programme 7. International trade and development finanoe

14 •. T~e activities cover the preparation of teohnical publications and studies
an&lysinq the relevant i.sues in trade and development finanoe, provision of
advisory servioes on trade polioy and institutional arrangements, orqanization of
meetinqs devoted to harmoniaation of Afrioa's position in international trade,
monetary and finanoial negotiations, and traininq courses and seminars aimed at
dissemination of information ~ faoilitate the establishment of appropriate
mechanisms for promotinq trade and finanoial relations between developing countries.

Progf&mme 8. Natural resouroes

15. The aotivities inolude the continuation of assistance to mAmber States in the
development of integrated POlioies for the planninq and manaQement of their natural
resourc~s. development of water re.ouroes in drought-affeoted areas, preparation of
inventories of industrial minerals in seleoted oountries, and support for
institutions responsible for development of natural resouroeS.

Programme 9. Energy and development

16. Major emphasis will be plaoed on the exploration, evaluation and development
of energy resouroes in Afrioa, research, training and information, and assistance
in institution-buildinq.

Programme 10. Population

17. The areas covered by the proqramme are advisory servioes to MeMber States in
data analy~ts and utilization. formul~tion ar.d implementation of population
polioies and programmes, and on-the-job and formal traininq. Researoh on
population dynamics, population pelicies and their impaot on soclo-eoonomic
development, and populution information dissemination will also continue to form an
important oomponent of the popUlation proqramme during the biennium 1988-1989.

Programme 11. Public administration and finance

18. The s~lbprogramme on publio administration ~ill address problems associated
with the manaqement of public enterprises, personnel traininq, the orqanization of
central and local qovernment institutions, and the manaqement and administration of
public services. Efforts will be made to strengthen institutions and increase the
knowledge, skills and analytical oapaoity of key qovernment personnel throuqh
advisory and consultative missions, traininq workshops and technical pUblications
on specific issues and problems. The 8ubproqramma on development of bUdgetary and
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.
taxation systems will foous prinoipally on effeotive and efficient manaqement of
public financial rosouroes.

programme 12. Soienoe and technology

19. The programm~ aims at providinq traininq to nationals to enable thorn to meet
their neede, payinq duo attention ~ the promotion of Bubregional, regional and
interreqional co-operation.

Programme 13. Social development

20. The programme will focus on social development and increased productivity in
rural areas. Evaluation studies, research and field missions wi~l be undertaken to
promote adoption of an integrated approach to solf-reliant rural development with
equity, diqnity and partioipation. The activities will concentrate on research
studies and polioy recommendations on social trends and social development
problems, partioularly in the rural areas affeoted by drouqht, desertification and
refugee problems. The activities related to the integration of women in
developmeht will oonoentrate on implementation of the Nairobi Forward-lookinq
Strateqies for the Advanoement of WOmen. ~

Programme 14. Statistios

21. This programme is aimed ;,' strengthening the national oapaoities of African
Governments to oollect, proc l J and disseminate statistical information, with
speoial focus on the data related to the implementation of the Proqramme of Action.

Programme 15. Transport, oommunioations and tourism

22. Outputs will includ~ reports to the ECA Conferenoe of Ministers, reports to
and servioing of the Conferenoe of African Ministers of Transport, Communioations
and Planninq, advisory servioes to member States, orqanization of seminars and
preparation of technical publications and technical support to intergoveLnmental
orqanizations in the areas of qeneral and multimodal br.lnsport, maritime transport,
inland water transport and pcrts, land transport, air transport, tourism and
communications.

Efforts to mobilize oxtrabudqetary resouroes

23. Available and expeoted resouroes in the reqular budqet and from extrabudqetary
contributions are estimated to be insuffioient to meet th financial requirements
for proposed activities, which will neoessitate a renewed effort by ECA to mobilize
extrabudqetary resources. In particular, extrabudqetary resources will be
essential for the implementation of the subprogrammes on inteqration of women in
development and the programmes on statistics and the development of i Formation
systems, on science and teohnoloqy and on industry.
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Ill. UNITEO NATIONS CHILDREN'S FU~D

24. Since the thirteenth special Bession of the General Assembly and the adoption
of the Proqramme of Action, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) has
continued to play an active role not only in responding to proqramme needs within
its own specific human resource development mandate - in relation to the framowork
~or aotion defined in the Proqramme of Action - but also in the Steering Committee
and the Inter-Aqency Taak Force established to co-ordinate implem~ntatlon of the
Proqramme of Actio~. UNICEF is deeply committed, both at Headquarters and in the
field, to support African Governmonts ill the implementation of the proqrammo of
Aotion in ,~rtnership with other United Nations aqenoies, donor Governments,
non-qovernmental organizations and private sector groups.

25. The UNICEF' medium-term plan for the period 1986-1990 1/ stipulates that Africa
will remain a priority for UNICEF for the rest of the oentury. UNICEF is
respondinq to Afrioan conoerns throuqh appropriate adaptations of its qlobal
strateqios, includinq increased attention to the widespread applioation of low-cost
ohild-survival and dev~lopment measures. in the oontoxt of proqressive development
of national primary health oare institutions. In addition, UNICEF seeks to promote
child development, includinq expanded relevant education, especially for qirls.
UNICEF programme co-operatiOn also reflects an aotive concern about the impact of
eoonomio adjustment measures, whioh result in severe cut-baoks in social
expenditures, particularly affecting the most vulnerable qroups of African
societies.

26. The ramine and food shortages that have affected the continent over the past
few years suqgest that UNICEF concerns should include household food security.
Specific measures such as the promotion of good nutritional practices will
contribute to the protection of children. UNICEF also suppurts the integration of
food progralnrnes into the implementation of water-supply and sanitation proqrammos,
which continue to be of particular importance in the reqion~

27. In September 1986. UNICEF held its first pan-African I~eetinq at Dakar. At
that meeting, UNICEF-supported proqrammes in Africa were reliewed, and priorities
were reoriented and harmonized in conSUltation with African Governments and
university researohers.

28. In the 21 country-programme recommendations approved at the 1986 and 1987
sessions of the Executive Board of UNICEF, lonq-term proqrammes (in most cases,
covering five years) parallel to the countries' own national development plans were
called fot. This is a major departure from established practice, since in the
past, the average country proqramme in Africa did not exceed 18 months. It will
enable Governments and UNICEF to prepare more substantive proposals and provide
more time for implementation, with emphasis on sustaininq the proqrarnrne and on
lonq-term monitoring of performance and evaluation of achievements.

29. Detailed situation analyses of children and women by Governments and UNICEF
have been an important element in the preparation of these country programmes.
Such docum~nts now exist for 38 countries. providing inforn~tion on the specific
situation of vulner'ble qroups for advocacy purposes, for social planning and for
the settinq of priorities in UNICEF-assisted projects.
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30. In 1984, the Executive Board of UNICISF dec1.:SecS that Africa should be aooorded
priority for UNICEF programme and advocacy sUppOrt, and approvet' expanded
proqrammes for Africa and strenqthened o~erational oapacity. UNICEF has lrcreased
its expenditure in Afrioa by almost 50 per oent over the last two yeara, to a level
more than double that of five years ago.

31. In addition to 1noreased resource allooat1on, UNJCEF has placed majur emphasis
on strengthening field struoture orqani~&tion and staffinq capacity in Afrioa. On
the basis of a comprehensive review by the secretariat, \.Il1o. 'Executive Board of
UNICEF has deoided sinoe 1984 on a number of steps, ohief amonq them the folloWlnql

(a) The upqradinq of UNIC~F offices to full country/area offices, headed by a
representative, in 14 countries in oollaboration with the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) ,

(b) The upqradinq to sub-offioes, with resident programme offioers, of units
in nine other oountries,

(c) A doublinq of the lnternational and national staff of UNICEF in west
Africa and a 40 per oent increase in eastern and southern Africa, in part by
redeployment from UNICEF headquarters and othor UNICBP localities anJ in part by
enhanced reoruitment,

(d) The reorqanization of country/area responsibilities in a number of oases
in order to improve implementation,

(e) Strenqthened professional oa.pabllit1es in programme manaqement and
oommunioation areas,

(f) Inoreased s~aff training.

32. The majority of theee measures were ~oh!eved within existing administrative
budqet resources, throuqh redeployment and other efficienay measures. ·n addition,
wherever possible, UNICEF sought to strenqthen its field presence in suoh a way as
also to strengthen its oollaborative efforta with the United Nations system. As
part of this effort, a number of initiatives are ourrently under way, inoludinq the
work beinq done by tmICEF, UNDP, the United Nation8 Fund for Population Aotivities
and the Morld Food Proqramme in the Joint Co~sultative Group on PolioV reqardinq
oommon premises and services.

33. As a result, there ia now a UNICEF presence in all 43 countries with which
UNICEF co-operatf,s in Africa, exoept Gabon and the Seyohelles. One half of all
UNICEF representatives are now pOsted in Afrioa. More than 25 ~4r oent of all
UNICEF core posts and 35 per cent of all core posts at field duty stations are in
Afrioa. About 4S per oent of all projeot personnel are workinq in Afrioa.

34. After a period of rapid staff expansion through redeployment and reoruitment
between 1984 and 1986, pattloularly in response to the emergenoy, the main thrust
of UNICEF manaqement in Afrioa during the remainder of this decade will be to
consolidate its field and headquarters sttuotur@s, redress remaininq imbalanoes and
improve efficiency and effeotiveness.
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35. Strictly speakinq, all UNICEF resouroes are extrabudqetary, ao fundinq ia
oKcluoively aooured through voluntary oontributions. However, efforts to mobilize
additional support for Afrioa are reflected in the proposals for supplementary
funding noted by the Exeoutive BOard at its 1987 session. Of partioular relevance
are the regional projeot for institutional strengthening and national
oapacity-buildinq for child survival and development and the Bubreqional project
for southern Africa for monitoring and strenqthening ohild-survival activities.

IV. WORLD FOOD COUNCIL

36. As requested by the General Assembly in its resolueion 41/191 of
8 Deoember 1986, the World Food Council (W~~) has attached high priority to the
Proqramme of Action in its proposed work proqramme for the bienniuID 1988-1989. Its
plnnned policy co-ordination activities include the oonvening of sUbreqional.,
regional and qlobal consultations, workshops and seminars designed to assist
develo~ing countries - notably Afrioan countries - in the preparation, financinq
and implementation of their national food strategies with the active participation
of other United Nations aq~ncios, and in strengthening South-South co-operation at
the regional and int.erreqional levels in the food and aqriculture sector.

37. At the thirteenth ministerial session in June 1987, WFC Ministers stated that
the Council's role during the biennium 1988-1989 would be to monitor, review and
co-ordinate the food and food-related polioies of various agenoies, to assoss and
analyse their effects on hunger and malnutrition, and 'to provide appropriate advice
to agoncies and Governments. The WFC secretariat will act alonq these lines in its
contribution to the relevant provision of the Proqramrn9 of Action.

V. UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPfl\ENT PROGRAMME

18. Followinq the thirteenth speoial session of the General Assembly, UNDP
management systematically reviewed functions and operations 1n Africa so as to
contr ibuto best to the implementation of the Proqramllle of Action. At Niamey "
JUly 1986, the Regional Bureau for Africa held a meetin~ of all UNDP residont
representatives servinq in the African reqion. The discussions included
partioipants from the organizations and agencies of the United Nati.:>ns development
system and from African interqovernmental organizations. Agreement W8S reached on
an aotion-oriented Bet of measurss to make the best use of development resources
entrusted to UNDP.

39. UNDP has taken steps to support a strong and coherent response by the United
Nations system to implement the Programme of Action. UNDP is a member of the
Steerinq Committee for follow-up of the Programme of Action and the Reqional
Director for Africa is actinq as the Secretary of the Committee. UNDP has
allocated $304,000 towards the personnel and operatinq costs of the Steerinq
Committee. The Reqional Bureau fo, Africa has also seconded a post and staff
member to work with the Director-General for Development and International Economic
Co-operation on African matters, includinq the follow-up of the Proqramme of
Action. UNDP also approved $300,000 for ECA execution of a proqramme of hiqh-level
meetinqs on development issuesJ these funds were used, inter alia, to help finance
the International Conference on Afr ica held at Abuja, Niqer la, in June 1987.
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40. The DirQctor-General for Development and International Economic Co-operation
has, in oollaboration with UNDP, oommunioated with resident co-ordinators so that
thoy will qive priority to the Proqramme of Action within thelr responsibilities
with respect to co-ordination of United Nations operational activities for
development at the field level. Moreover, the resident representatives play the
central role at the field level in supportinq the Afrioan Governments in the
round-table process and the national teohnical co-operation and assessment
programme (NATCAP) exercises.

41. African Governments held consultations on the respe~tive roles that they
expected of the UNDP and the United Nations development system at a meetinq of
African Planninq Ministers held from 13 to 15 October 1986 at Addis Ababa. The
Ministers adopted resolutions by which they endorsed, inter alia, the elements of
the pcoposed UNDP-financed reqional proqramme of technical co-operation for
1987-1991, the round-table process, considering it the most suitable
country-specific follow-up mechanism to Proqramme of Action for those Governments
which opted for that process as a co-ordination mechanism~ and the NATCAP exercises.

42. UNDP resources for Africa, totallinq more than Sl.3 billion for the fourth
proqramminq cycle (1987-1991), are beinq used, in aqreement with the recipient
Governments, to support the implementation of the priorities and themes of the
Proqramme of Action.

(a) Durinq the past year, the Governinq Council of UNDP has scrutinized and
approved 40 African country proqramm@s, including 30 in sub-Saharan Africa, taking
into account both national priorities and the Proqramme of Action.

(b) The reqional proqramme for sub-Saharan Africa, whose resources total
nearly 5200 million, was approved in June 1987. It contains major initiatives that
corre~pond directly to the themes of the programme of Action, aqricultural
development and supportinq development activities, human reso~~ce~ development and
institutional capacity-buildinq. An~nq the projects is a Sl.3 million ~roject, to
be executed by the World Bank in conjullction with ECA, to monitor development
proqrammes ,and aid flows as a follow-up to the Proqramme of Action.

(c) Other resources under the r€~ponsibility of the Administrator of UNDP are
beinq focused on the priority themes in the Proqramme of Action throuqh a
comprehensive and harmonized approach. These contributed resources include those
desiqnated by donors for (i) drouqht and desertification (United Nations
Sudano-Sahelian Office), (li) small- ane medium-scale capital assistance projects
(United Nations Capital Development Fund), (iil) women's economic development
(United Notions Develo~nent Fund for Women), (iv) science and technoloqy (United
Nations Fund for Science and Technoloqy for Development), (v) volunteer assistance
(United Nations Volunteers), and (vi) development projects for refuqees and
returnecs.

(d) UNDP has taken meaoures to enlarqe its onqoinq role as a proven catalyst
for cost-sharinq of development projects and as a facilitator of other resource
mobilization. Cost-sharinq through UNDP has approximately tripled since 1983 in
the African reqion.
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43. UNDP haD actively played a manaqorial and load role, at the request ot
SPBciCic donors, in facilitatinq implementation of speoial proqrammea. At the
thirteenth special session of the General Assembly, the Government of the
Netherlanns pledqed £.12.5 million as a special contribution to strenqthen public
administration and manaqement in the Afl.lctlll region. To date, funds have boen
proqranUlled in seven countr iea within the framework of the Special Action Proqramlllo
for AClministration and Manaqernent. In order to reinforce the effectiveness ot the
round-table process durinq the past year, UNDP committed not only its own resourcea
but also nearly $2 million from the Netherlands Truat Fund for the oupport of round
t.ables. In addition, irl December 1986 the Government of France siqned un aqreement
with the Administrator eatablishinq a trust fund to etrenqthen preparations for
round-table activities, either conferences or in-country sectoral consultations.
To strenqthen the NATCAP process and extend it to interested Afrio3n Governmenta,
the Government of Finland pledqed at the seventh session of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development in July 1987 approximately $2 million for
UNDP-led NATCAP exercises.

44. The round-table process, for which UNDP serves as lead aqency at the request
of 18 Sub-S8haran African Governments, has been confirmed as a vehicle for reachinq
joint aqreements ~md for implementinq and monitor inQ the Proqramme of Action at. the. .
country level. Since adoption of the Programme of Action, very successful
round-table conferences were held for Cape Verde (October 1986), the
Central African Republic (June 1987), and Nlqer (July 1987). Followinq careful
preparations and ~~nstructive policy and strateqy discussions, at these round-table
conferences, donore announced financinq intentions that more than covered the
respective programmes reqUirements. Specific follow-up actions and a plan for
future sectoral consultations were also aqreed to. Since the adoption of the
Proqramme of Action, other African countries that have opted for the round-table
process have held in-country aectoral consultations or are preparinq for future
round-table activities.

45. UNDP, by joint aqreement with the WOrld Bank, is not only participatinq a8 a
donor, but also providinq input to consultative qroup meetinqs, particularly with
respect to human resource£; development~ economic manaqement and technical
assistance priority needs. It is aqreed with the World Bank that for those
countries which have requested NATCAPa, the latter will serve as a basis for th1R
input to the consultative qroup meetinqs.

46. UNDP, in collaboration with African partners, has an important responsibility
with respect to call in the Proqramme of Action for policies and actions intended
to make the best use of national human resources and institutional capacity and to
develop the African human resources capital required to meet priority needs.
Another challenqe cited in the Proqr~mme of Action is the need to make the best uoe
of resources available for technical co-operation and to improve its
effectiveness. In response, UNDP has conducted these eJtercises at the requoGt of
eiqht African Governments, and 10 NATCAPs are beinq launched by the end of 1987, in
addition to the pilot NATCAPs already undertaken. Several specialized aqencies,
the World Bank and bilateral donors have been directly involved or have actively
collaborated in pilot NA'l'CAPs.
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47. In May 1986, UNDP and the International Finance Corporation (IFC) reached an
agreement to establish the African Project Development Facility. The Facility,
which has become fully operational since adoption of the PrOQramme of Action, will
provide technical and consultancy services to African entrepreneurs and assist them
in securing access to sources of eqUity and loan finance. The project is beinq
financed under a cost-sharing agreement between UNDP ($2.5 million), IFC
(S2 million), the African Development Bank (SI million) and bilateral sources (a
total of more than $10 million).

48. Efforts to promote South-South co-operation have been intensified since
adoption of the Programme of Action. More than 40 current UNDP-supported projects
in the African region have significant South-South co-operation objectives and/or
components. UNDP has long been associated with technical co-operation amonq
developing countries and has actively promoted it. However, in this area, UNDP is
trying to make great strides in the extent to which intra-African economic
co-operation among developing countries and technical co-operation among developinq
countries, as well as interreqional technical co-operation among developing
countries, will be implemented in the coming years. Several UNDP-financed projects
in sub-Saharan Africa emphasize economic co-operation among developing countries
through the strengthening of the programmes and capabilities of inter-country
institutions. One recent South-South co-operation project of an interregional
character, carried out in collaboration with the NFC, focused on food production,
the highest priority in the Proqramme of Action. The Governments of China and
India hosted workshops for African aqricultural specialists; follow-up discussions
were then held in Africa in early 1987. Specific arrangements have also be2n or
are beinq worked out to foster technical co-operation amonq developinq countries
with other countries, such as 8razil, Eqypt, Tunisia and Turkey.

VI. DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL :EX::ONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS
OF THE UNITED NATIONS

49. Althouqh the Department's proposed programme of work for the biennium
1988-1989 is essentially global in coverage, it is intended to provide, within this
world-wide perspective, specific focus on the African situation and to highlight as
much as possible the relevant information necessary to support the Proqramme of
Action.

50. Under prog1:anune element 1.2 (pOlicy modelling) of subprogra.;qme 1 (development
perspectives) of the programme on global development issues and policies, research
will be unaertaken, with special emphasis on Africa, to improve projections and
policy analyses, inc1udinq development of specialized models that can be readily
harmonized with the LINK system to analyse such problems as capital flOWS, debt
services, exchanqe rates and resource constraints. The country coverage from
Africa will be expanded in the LINK system.

51. Under proqramme element 4.1 (interrelations between the world economy and
economic anr social development in Africa) of subproqramm~ 4 (developing countries:
problems and prospects) of the same programme, a docume~t will be published in the
third quarter of 1989 on institutional aspects of policies for overall development,

/ ...
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and their distributional and socio-economi.C impact, with particular reference to
structural reform efforts in Africa.

52. In the World Economic Survey and the Report On the Morld Social Situation.
qreater emphasis and coveraqe will be qiven to the African situation. In the
energy programme, subprogra~e 2 (development and utilization of new and renewable
sources of energy) includes the monitoring, in particular, of the fuel wood crieis
and the issue of energy supplies to the rural sector of developing countries. which
are particularlY relevant to the economic, social and environmental problems of
Africa.

53. In the programm~ on analysis of world population, the biennial report on the
monitorinq of trends and policies will give detailed coveraqe of population issues
in Africa. Similarly, the biennially revised assessment of population trends and
prospects will provide detailed projections of population to the year 2025 tor each
country in Africa. The Department's Population Division. jointly with the
Population Division of BeA. will undertake an in-depth ~tudy of population policies
for all countries in Africa. In addition, a study of differential$ in child
mortality will be undertaken by the Department's Population Division, in
association with BeA and the United Nations-sponsored Re9ional Ipstitute for
Population Studies of the University of Ghana. with case st'ldies in Ghana, Kenya.
and Lesotho.

54. In the world statistics programme, the population and housing census activity,
which involves censuses in countries on a decennial basis, will provide assistance
to many African countries to enable them to conduct their censuses. In the
national household survey capability programme, which assists countries to build
their national capability for collectinq data for national policy pUrposes through
household surveys. approximately half of the countries expected to participate are
in the African region. The world statistics proqramme also includes a revision of
the United Nations system of national accounts, which is aimed, inter alia, at
imprOVing the measurement of subsistence-level/informal activities in developing
countries. including those of Africa. The Statistical Office has a significant
data bank of economic and social statistics on the African countries) these data
have been and will be made available for utilization in the preparation of reports
in connection with the Programme of Action.

SS. Finally, the Department ~,ill continue to provide staff resources to undertake
ad hoc activities, such as the provision of substantive and technical support for
the Advisory Group on Resources Flows for Africa, for the implementation of the
Programme of Action.

VI I • UNITED NATIONS CENTRE FOR HUMAN SETTLEMENTS (HABITAT)

56. The main theme of the Proqramme of Action is rural development. and in
particular, the rehabilitation, improvement and development of agriculture.
Accordingly. for its proqramme in Africa. the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat) (UNCHS) is developinq and implementing human settleaents
projects that are supportive of rural development and agriculture.

/ ...
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57. ADart from providing ahelter and related infraotruoturo (sohools, hospitals,
sewerage, water supply, eto •• for the rural populationa who are Ptimarily onqaqed
in agricultural aotivities, UNCUS technical oo-oporation projoots are ourrently
being desiqned to provide the rural poJlulations with the infrastruoture required
for increased aqLicultural produotion, such as an adequate transportation
distribution network (feeder rcade, bridqos, etc.) and storaqe faoilities
(qranaties, etu.), and to pronote the dovelopment o~ amall and medium-sizb4 towna
in rural areas. Appro~imatelV 50 per cent of the Centre's total curront technioal
asoiata~oe projeots ar9 located in tho African rogion.

58. UNCHS ls aotively supporting Afrioan Governments in thoir effortB to identify
and rievelop 8&oondary oontres (oentres for marketinq, food-proceeoing, storage and
ot.her servioes), which aro needed if tho agrioultural seotor is to beoome
inoreasinqly produotive. T.he first priority is to develop intorao~tolal programmes
that will maximize the oontribution of eooondary centrea in rural ooonomioB.

59. UNCHS is olso extendinq aseistanoQ to a number of Afrioan researoh
institutions and agenoies ongaqed in the developmont o~ appropriate toohnoloqiea
for rural areas.

VIII. DEPAR1~NT FOR APECIAL POLITICAL QU~STIONS, NE~IONAL

CO-OPEAA'l'ION, DECOLONUA'l'ION AND 'l'RUSTEESIIIP Oli' THE
UNITED NA'l'IONS

60. While the Departm~ant assists in advioing tho Seoretar~~General mainly on
spooifio questions of a politioal nature, it al.lo partioipates aotivoly in the
var tous oupport measures called for in the implQl',entation of the Programme ~f

Aotlon. The Under-Sooretary-General oerves on the St'!orinq Committee established
by the Seoretary-General to orqanize and stimulate aotion by the United Nationa to
prolnate the effeotive implementation of tho Proqramme of Aotion, under the
chairmanship of the Direotor-General for. Dovelopment and International EoonoRlio
Co-operation.

61. 'l'he Proqroll11lo of Aotion explicitly reooqn.izes that the pl1qht of 5 million
refugees and returnees and the adverse effeot that the refuqee burden continues to
have on the frail economies of host countries ara matters of hiqh priority for many
Afrioan states. It calls for the acoelerated implementation of the reoommendations
of thf! Second Intetnat ional Conferenoe on Assistanoe to Refuq0ea in Afr lea and
acceptance by the international community of burden-sharlnq in rospnct of the oare
and maintenance of refuqees Bnd the cost of findinq lastlnq solutions to the
oontinent's refuqee problems. In acoordance with the Declaration an~ Proqramme of
Action ~f the Seconrl International Conferenoe on Assistance to RefugeeG in Africa
(A/39/402, annex), the Department is responsible for monitor inq the foHq '-I,P of
the Conferenoe, 1n consultation with GAU, the Offio\9 of the United Nution& IUqh
Conlmissioner for Refuqees and UNDP. The Department also serves on t .. ·. Stet[ inq
Commi tteQ of the Conference, which ia responsible for co-ordlnat1nq follow-l' ....
action.

/ ...
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62. '1'he Uep~l'tment a\eo aonee aB the foo~J. point at United Nationa lIeadqul.'lrtera
for co-operation h.;.h interrogionol, regional and fJubrt'lQional otQllnlzaticnB,
asaoc1ationu and oonferenoes, partioularly in ~\frioa, ouoh lia OAU llnd tho Soother",
Aftlcan Developmont Co-ordination Conference.

63. In conformity with recommondation 22 of the Group of IUqh-levol
Intorqover.nmental Exports to Review the Effioiencv of tho Administrative and
Financial Functioning ~f tho United Natione conoerninq the speoial eoonomio
uosiatanoe proqra~ROS ~I and the Secretary-General's re~ont decision to transfer
the adminiatracion of opeoial economio aosistanoe proqrammes to UNDV, -except in
CBseo of political aenaitivity where other arrangements miqht be appropriato·
CA/4~/234 and Corr.l, para. 30 Ch) Cvi»f the Unit for Speoial Eoonomio Assistanoe
Proqrammes ia beinq replaoed by a unit for emor.~oncios and speoial relief
proqrammes. 'l'hia roflocta chanqos in roSponJ31biUt108 that Lnolude a roduoed role
in the implementation of speoial economic assistance proqrammu8 and inoruDsed
reuponaibilitioR with reqard to African emo~qonoy situations as well GO in
conneotion with the implementation of tho I'roqranuno of Aotion.

64. 'l'he OQpartmont thUB Benes aa tho focitl point at Unitod Nations HQAdquartara
for all African emerqency-r~latedquestions involvinq intor-aqenoy aotion ()t a •
complox nature, and fauilitatoB the initial re9pnnse of the Seorp~ary-Uenoral to
all requosts on an ad hoc bast e for assistanoe in emerqency situations nf poll tical
sonsitivity. In th'ia conneotion, sinoo ti.Q closing of the united Nation' Office
for: Emerqcucy Opor; dons in Afr iOD COWA) un 31 OCtober .1986, tho formet ExecuU' e
Co-ordinator of OEOA has oxeroised the funotions of Dirootor for Emerqencies in
Afrioa under the responsibility of the Under-SecrQtary-Goneral for Special
PoB tioal Quo:gtions. It was also do·~idod that the African EllIorqoncy 'llask 1\'01'00,
composed of organizat.!ons of the system IOOst conoerned with emerqoncy situaHons,
should continue to function. Th ia Task )i'orce playod an ili\por tant role 1n thtl
reoent paBt, and maintaining its activitle8 at the wor:kinq Utvol was judqed
eouuntial. The Under~'Seoretary-General for Spocial Political Questions serves as
Chairman of the '1'ask F'orco at the oxocutive-heod level.

IX. DEPARTMENT OP' TECHNICAL CO··OPEltATION FOR DEVELOPMENT OF '11HE
UNI'l'ED NA'1'IONB

65. '1'ho Departmont ia fully involved in the implementation of the Proqnnune of
Aotion. For example, it participated aotively il\ desiqnlnq 0 concreto action plan
within the framework of the Speoial Action Proqramma for Administration and
Manaqement in Africa (SAI'AM). It participated in the SAPAM missions that
identified the followinq prioritiesl Ca) policy nunagemont, especially to improve
the manaqement of policies aimed at eoonomic reform. Cb) 1:31aing produotivity in
the public Bector and in tho produotive aectora throuqh the rationalization and
introduotion of procedures, oystems and improved oo-ordination) and (c) human
resources development in the areas of manpower redeployment and traininq.

66. The Department haa also been actively involved in the NATCAP ~xercisea

financed by UNuP in Africa. In addition, it haa established a projec(, in the rield
of development planninq under its reqular proqtamlOO to 9trenqthen the plarminq
eLl-paul11lieu of the leQB t devo loped eoun tr ioa of Af r ic'l •

, ..
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x. UNITED NATIONS CEN'l'RE ON 'l'ltANSNl\'1'IONAL CORPORATIONS

67. The United Nations Centre on Trunsnational Corporations lormulatod ita annual
proqramme of assistanoe to Afrioan oountriea 1n lino with th~ priorities outlined
in the Programme of Action. The thrust of the Contro's proqramlfte of assistanoe to
Aft ioa i8 to improve the f)verall approaoh of Afr ioan oountr iea in their dealinqs
with foreiqn investors, to de'Jelop appropriate national oapabilities and to improve
e:aistiuq arrangQlI\Qnts with tranonational corpocationu. in order to maximize the
benefits aocruing to the countrieD. The Contro's participation haa beon mainly in
the following major aroao of the proqranne of Aotion.

Ca) Improving the managemont of the aoonomy. The Centre is assiatinq several
African countries in refor-mulatinq guidollneu for an inatitutional and legislativ~

framework, including appropr ioto fiscal r'qianos pertaining to the p8rticipa~ion (
transnational oor~)rations in tho various aoators of thoir economie~. This
framework also reflects their desiro for inoreased participation by the private
sector in the national e~nomYJ

Cb) Human fesources development, planninq and utilization. The Centre is
implomontinq a speoial proqramme of 85si:lJtance tf) the African Institute of
Development Managemont anu' Administration involving the introduction of a
currioulum covering issues relatinq to the operations and stratoqios of
transnational corporations and appropriat~ pol~oi9s, requlationo and negotiation
tactios that host countries should adopt,

Co) Rehabilitation and development o~ aqr ioulturo-rolllted induBtr ies. Tho
Contre is assisting several Afr ioan countr iOB involved in negotiations with
tran8national corporations in indu~trial projuotB with Btr&toqic spin-off bonofits
for aqrioulture, suoh as petroloum and onorqYJ

(d) Subreqional co-operation. The Centre ls asaistinq the members of the
major Bubregional groupinq in Africa in their effort to develop common aoctoral
polioies on issues of foreiqn investment and technoloqy transfer.

XI. CENTRE FOR SOCIAL DmVELOPMEN~ AND HUMANITAQIAN AFFAIRS,
UNITED NATIONS OFFICE AT VIENNA

68. African conoerns were hiqhliqhted in the dooumentation submitted to the
Commission for Sccial Dovelopment at its thirteonth sossion. Assistance is
Plovidod to Afriaan countr ies in developin.) comprehen~ive national policies and
proqrammeft conoerning youth, aging and disabled persons. In this reqard, the
Centre has adopted an integrated approach with a special emphasis on
pOlicy-oriented researoh, the exchanqe and dissemination of information, advisory
servioes and Bubstantt.ve operational activities utiUzinq the resources of the
ttust funds that exist 1n respect of youth, aqinq and disabled persono. In
8ocordance with the quidanco received from the General Assembly, priority tn the
allocation of trust fund resources iD accorded to least developed countries, the
majority of wh.ich are in Af.r ica. The Centre will also endeavour to Btrengthen
components of youth, aqinq and disabled persons in UNDP oountry proqranweo, with
particular emphasis on least developed countries.
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69. Durinq the biennium 1986-1981, tho Intorrogional Advisor on Yout.h polioies and
Pr:oqrUlIllllelJ, whose BOl'vioos are tJudgoted through the reqular proqrall\l1\QCl of the
Deplutlllont of '1'oohnl( '11 Co-operation for Dovelopmont, undertook lI\ios1un8 to Mali,
l~~allda and Seneqal. Aloo, the United Nations Youth b~und haa disbursed nearly
$98,000 to lJupport 10 pt'ojeots in the Afr loan region. Moroover, as indicatod in
tho ",rapoDod proqranu1\O budqot for 1988-1989, tt,a Centre will, inter aUtt, prepare a
report to the Commlaaion for Sooial DO"elopmont on the sltuaUolI of youth during
the ~ourth qual:' tor: o~ 1988, (in whioh a significant seotion will deBor ibe the
situation of African youth) and a technical l->ubl1cation on the oituation and needs
of l1Iurqinal youth in lho loast developed oountriea, moat of which are in tho
M:l'ican reqion.

70. In 1988, tho Cent~'e will conduct a survey of Membor States, inclUding tholle in
tho African reqion. A oomprohonsive study on the world aqinq situation will be
Pl'opared, Which will cnt.ail a desoription of the situQt:\.on and needo of the aginq
in Africa. 'rhe first Afr iean Regional Con~et:enoe on Aginq, held at Dakar in
Docomher 1984, had invitod Governments to establish an Ata:ioun qorontoloqioal
society, as roqueeted by the General Assembly in its resolution 41/96 of
4 Dooember 19U6, the Centre ,io examininq ways of assistinq in this projoct,
includinq tl1l'oul,fh the 'J.'ruat P'und for Aginq. l:n the near future, the Government 4 of
Seneqlll will ",onvone Q workinq ~r.oup to examine this propooal furthor. Between
19B3 and 1986, the Trust l"und for Aginq has assiated ab projoots rolated to
poUcieo and pl'oqrQIIUlleB on aging in Afr ica, providinq $131,635 aB oS reaouroo
oommit.mont. rn 1907, the Centre int.ende t.o ')rqanhe, in oo-operation with the
Dopal'tment'. of 'fechl\ical Co-operation for Dcvelopment., two m1eoions for evaluation
of national policies on aqinq in Africa.

71. '1'he Cont.re Pt'ovidoB t.ol.Jhnioal assistance to the Afr ican Rohabi,l1tlltion
Inatitutu at lI11raro, with fooal pointo in five subroqiona o~ Attica. Advisor:y
servicos w(~ro provided in the field of disability to Angola, Dj ibouti, Gu:l.nea,
MaU, Maul'itanla, M01'OCCO, Somalia and Uganda. 'l'he Global Meetinq of JJ:X~/l:ll't.S, held
at Stockholm from 17 to 22 Auquat 1987, wat} att'tnded by five experts frolt. the
African reqion. Since 1984, the Voluntary p'und fOl' the Unitod Nations uecade for
Diqublod Perfilons hao dioburaed $543,495 to suppor t 1.4 projects beneH tinq disabled
persona in the Atr loan reqlon, which amounts to nOl11' ly one third of the total
project'l approveu and nearly one half of the resources diobursod.

72. '1'ho Contro has providod substantive and technical support for the creation of
the Afr ican Reqional Institute on the Prevention of CrilRe und the 'l'reatnlent of
Dffondors, with financial aSt}iatance from UNDP. The dstabliahment of this
Institute fills an urqont need and will incre8ll3e the offectiveness of the entire
network of United Nations institutes in this lield. Tho activitioD of the
Institute, wh.ich is temporarP.y located at the headquartors of ECA at, Addis Ababa,
are beinq carried out with the co-operation of ECA and OAU. The crin~ prevention
and criminal justice requirementB of r:ountries of the region have started to be
aoeesBed, a pilot stUdy for the cullection of comprehensive crime statistics haa
beon ini tiatec.s a framework for th~ lnst! tute' El information system haa been
oe'tablished, flupplementary sources of aB8istance have been exploredl and tho
Inat! tute' B lonq-term work proqranuno has been ohl.'l\.. cated.
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73. Tho ContrQ'e work proqrl1nune on tho Pl'oblomu of rural womon, tho priority thome
for the 1980 sossion of the C:ommission on thf.o statua ot Womon, will includo
emphasis on the policy issues related to African woman. ProparQti~na roqardinq the
priority theme for the !!J09 sfafision of the Commission, omploymont, will similarly
oontain particular referonce to women in Africa. The work on tho update of the
World Survey on the Role of Women in Development includeo a ohapter on tho effeot
of struotural adjustment on women, whioh will be based on Q sorios of
oonsultations, seminars and oase studies with partioular p.mphaoio on thio isouo 8S

it affects women in Afrioa.

Notes--
!/ A/42/16 (Part I) (to be issued in Offioial Rocort!.tL2! the Goneral

Aauombly, Forty-seoond 808sion, Supplemont No. 16 (A/42/16»), para. 138.

21 Report of the world Conference to Reviow and AEEraiae the Achieve~ents of
the United Nations Deoade for Women. EqusUty, Duvelopment and Peace, Nairobi,
15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.85.IV.l0), chap. I,
sect. A.

1/ E/ICEF/1987/3.

,!/ Soe Official Rooorda of the General AOBombly, Forty-firol: 808011)n,
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