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.:;·\r:DA IT:C:l[ 53: qu::.~S'l'IO!JS RELA1'I':C' 'rCJ IlJF.:Jlil'I.f'-'i.'I0~·1 (A/31!/21, Aj31~/l48, A/34/llr9. 
~/~4/195 and A/34/574) 

(a) Cl'-OPERATIODT ftl'JD ASSISTAl'JCE I:! 'IHE APPLICA.TIO~J Al'JD D'lPROVENENT OF NATIONAL 
INFOR11ATION AND !'lASS COI1HUNICATIOTf ;)Y:1'::El',IS FOR SOCIAL PROGRESS AND 
DEVELOP~':El\TT: REPORT OF THE DIREC'IOI\-riJ::'~qERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
E:8UCATIO'•TJ\L, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL C1RGfuHZATIOJ\T 

(b) INTERJ'JATIO~Tft.L RELATIONS IN THE SPHEFE OF INFOR~<T.II.TION .AJJD J·1ASS COT1l1UNICATIOJ\TS: 
REPORT OF THE DI"RECTOR-G:SIJERAL OF THE U'TITED r1ATIONS EDUCATIOHJ\L, SCIE?TTIFIC 
AND CULTURAL ORGA0TIZATION 

(c) UFITED HATIOI'JS PUBLIC INFORHATION POLICIES AIJD ACTIVITIES: 

( i) ~r:PORT OF THE CO!'ITUTTEE TO REVIE\r.J UIJITED NATIONS PUBLIC IHFORHATION 
POLICIES -'\Ji!D ACTIVITIES 

(ii) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

(d) FP.EEDO!T OF HJFORilATION: 

( i) D8AFT DECLARATION ON FREEDQI\1 OF INFORMATION 

(ii) DRAFT CONVENTION ON FREEDOM OF INFORNATION 

L U! _:__:'-~,:,-~S~}:_ (Under~ Secretary~Gener8.l for Public Information) introducin.:; the 
report of the 3ecrete.ry~-General on United l:ations public inform2..tion 11olicies 
and activities (A/31r/574)," said that in the six months since he had 1Jecm1e heaci. 
of the Depart111ent of Public Information,. he had been nade l;::eenly aw-are that the 
present :;_:1eriod 1-ms 2.. particularly fascinating and challenc;ing one 1v-here 
col,Jl,lw'lico:cion ancl inforEmt ion were cone erned. In the fr81neuorh_ of General 
Asse.1bly resolution 33/115, the Unitecl J::ations and its specialized agencies had 
Cl. 1,1ajor contribution to r.ml;:e to tJ.1e establishElent of a nev, more just and more 
effective vorld inforuation and conmunication order o /\_s earl~/ as 19!.~6 o the 
C'reners.l Asser·lbly had stated (resolution 13 (I)) that the United ITations could not 
achieve the rmrrJoses for 'rllicb it had been createcl unless its -vrorh: Has fully 
supvorteQ by the peoples of the vorldo In his report on the 1~rk of the 
Or3anization to the current session of the General Assembly (A/34/l) the 
Secretary~-General bad said that the U<1itecl. ;;ations nust have solid public support 
anu_ understa.ndinr;, anc!. hacl. e;~pressed the hope that all , iec ber States uoulcl. help 
l;o builcl such surr_oo::ct" 

','he full text of tbis statement uill be issued as a docUJ!1.ent. 
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(. r~:-· .. Jl"}~-;_. s :Qi) 

2 o ~'he "-Je:_>art;uen·c of :eu1Jlic Infontation lv:l received invah:cable 8.ssistc:mce i11 
cl:::,rif~rin·~ i·cs t1.-lin~:ine:; about current :r;roblerns frorc the discussions vhich llcvi 
taten ~Jlace clurin~~ the ye2.r in tl1c Connn.ittee to T\evieu United Eations Public 
Inforl,:atio11 Policies nnu Activities anc1 its !vi_ 1-f_o_c \'orl~in:-; C'.-rouo). 

J 0 or tlJ.e tllree lna~]or cl1allenc;es \Thich tb.e Departf'tent b.9.cl to face:: tl12 first 
uas the extent to uhic:h it shm;ld '::orl;: throu~;h esto.blished rovernrnental and 
non- governmental i11fon1ation a~_encies) as Oil!JOsecl to unC.ertc'cl~in.r: -;Jositive 
infCJ:l:~ation activities of its ovno In definir'.t:; the: basic ;r•andate- of the De!)artr,lent. 
in l9L~C. the General !i.sse:nbly h::.Ll stateO. in resolution lJ (I) that the Dem:t~tc1ent 
shoulc"- j)riuarily assist and rely upon the co- Ol)ercction of the esta.blishecl. 
;:;,ove:cn:mental anc-;,. non--c;overm··1ental ac;encies of information to provi:'_e tlw pulJlic 
'lvith infori•'ation about the linited 11ations 0 It shoullt on its mm initiative, 
e~l.:_oa,~e in posicive infor;0.ational activities to s·u.:nple!'.ent tJce services of e:dstinr; 
inforl,ntion ac,encies Fltere they 1rere insufficient to prowote an inf0l'1•led 
understan·iin:-; of the vorl: of th:c Uni tecl 1'Tations artone the peoples of the -vrorlc1. 

4 o ·J.'hat l:lancla.te 1-ms stil.l v:=r.licL ~\s the Gni ted .L,-ations could -,,ot infor:1 every 
inci.ividual a"l.Jout its aiT·1S and ccctivities o t!1e established wecLia outlets ··mst ~e 
relieci upon in the expecto.tion that Jchey nould produce multiplier effects· i~1. 

fact, uore vic_:;orous action sboulcl. be taken to e:~pancl t:le Departi.,ent; s relationsbi<)S 
1>Tith 1l0l1 -c;overi':l!'1Cntal OT::;anizations and educational institutions enr~8.[',E:d in 
infon1lation. 

5o Iim.,rever ~ it had been envisae;ec1 froLJ tlJe be,'jinninr~ that the Dei)C:.:rtnent TToulo_ 
llave to unc.Lertal{e J10sitive inforr0ational activities of its O'l'lllo The l)epa.rt·,c1ent 
had al\·rays procJ.uced finished information l'Ylateri2.J anc'. l·:ould contiPue to do so 
vrithin its 1:1eans_. but its ability to do so .ras nou threatened by tlle clc,_,ands 
placeQ on it as a result of the proliferation of United Nations Beetin~s) 
conferences ar:cd other events 0 All increasin~·: proportion of the staff 11as absor1)ed 
by the covera:_;e of ci.ay---w- cl8.y events) as distinct fron inforr>13.tion in depth~ uith 
the result timt smae inportant publications had been c!.elayecl: and the production 
of United "!ations filws hr.d been reducecL Tho.t uas a c1isC1uietin, ::oituation. as 
nedia report inc; about tl:·c; Uni te(l ~1ations uas far fro;; satisfactory. '}'here> vras a 
clear neecL for tlle United i-atio11S to rea.ch the l)Ublic 'Titll its mm publications 
and fib1s o in orcler to sur··!Jle11ent the infon1ation macle avo.ilab2.e thrmwt: 
esta1Jlished ::;overnden cal and non <~overnnento.l l·'leclia outlets o In fact . it h2.c1 been 
su~e:;esteC:. in the CoJDT·~i ttee of L:l the.t tile TJni ted ~ratioll.S shoulcl. use a r2.dio 
frequency assi::.,uecl ·co it iD 1 eiT YorL for jts mm broac1casts in orC:~er to countE::r 
the trend tmrarc1s l)Hrtial covera~·e o-:1' Dnited :Tations activities o ullic1~ l12.d 
recently becor.!e eviLib1t in tlL l·,ec;_(tc~uarters c.l.rea" Th-:o r~ffi,linistr;::ctive Co11mittee 
on Co· orcJ.ination lmc'l also <liscusset._ ·cLe iJOssibilitv o:I:' interagPncy financing 

1·rl1ic !1 l1ac1 so far been c-;.eJ!encLent or! \roj_i_~utc·-r: "\-

coJJ.-Gri~Jutions ::1.n·J. ·Has in f;eric"LlS fir1gnci~.l str:~its, ~:_'}1_--- vie1 TS o;' ~~e~~_ter ~;t8.tc~s o~_!_ 

t'mt l'oint uoulcl_ be LlSeful" 

6 Q .P~ secon~l :;et of J_)J:'obler~ls l1c.c1 C:Ell-T[ e(; in rPcent 
,;1.c:_~ Lission to C.l1e ~J!1itcC' ... 'a-r:.ioPs of ~~lS.f.!.~7 -"1e\r ::.;t3.G2s _ 

years as u result of t~e 
los 0 r::1r tJ 1211 :-_~ evr:lo:pi:r-<·-

I 
I 



crJLl:i.1t::!. ... ies ') r::i~:fo~~~cer~:. l1~r tl-Le 'tecent )lofJcl iJ1sistcr1ce on t~.1e 11eed for a lt~ore 

e:ff.-::ctivc T.url·~c ir_.L\Jrl;mtion ;::_,,,_ co1 _c,mc•ication orc~cr :..-cs exnresse0. in Genere.2. 
-~s-;e,,-~.·-~·- 2:'eso1LJ:GioD ..;.::)/115, '· L' .-:e:·:-Tt~te~l.G ld8.s closely follm-rin.-~ t!.>e i;1ternetio·•ml 
·~•:: ·.·a:c.e ;.·i~•Jin T_,, ·=::Jc=, O·l the i11ple} er.tatio~c of t~.1e nc'" \corlc-:. info:.·uatio;_, ::mrJ_ 
co· -'"":~.:c.:.tic>il orcc;r r:!K. tJ.1E St:cret.a.ria·i; ··.rouJJ~ reflroct the outco"le of t'h.2.t dc!~2.te 

i1• ::_-~ ·_ :.:1 "-rmLt;c~ al'.c~ TJ:c·o:·:c·ac.n:cin,r; o ~he 'Jep:'rt'··ent had a serious obli[:3.tio>1 to 
·;rovi.c~( ~-_;_ ,c;.·r,r.cr:' ~~ t::d;es •Jiti10u'L d:_scrir:ln;~tion ui tl1 a continuous an([ adeo_uccte 
;:-::_, .. ,, o-::.· i._, :·o:,:; ;o,:"icn a'tout t~1c Unite(c .·atic->~· c. ~1ecause of the less a,~-;.vancecJ st::tte 
of t.'1e r.C:Ltiom'.l co:u,'.tmico.tion ne<lia ire ,,·os·c ,c_,:;velo:0ine COl'!ltries) thte! DeiJartr.ent · s 
~·,::c c .::r i2.l fo:c "cl1o _:; e cc.-c1 iltr ies usua11~/ hccC. to ~-·c.: avail8.1Jle in o. for;,1 sui to ule for 
i··I: _cJ.ia-~e ll"se., ·J.·De1·e rr1u3t also iJe an c.,c_--;.ec.ll8.t.c: lii1Gt~istic UnlG.~Jce in the 
_,e,~::c:.'ti--_Cl:t · s OLlt::_Jll"G n11c1 tho:~ could not be achievell F-it: .UI.'t acJ.cij_tiui.lC·.l :l."esoFrces. 
'~''1e :::,c;ri~ln;e~-c~- of t:~C' :.:.;ecret~ry Ge~·1e:'Ca.l; s :r_JrO:?O:Jec' Dro~~rair>l'lC lm~::C~et for the 
1J5.E::rm:i_·,·n lS't~C~l9Ul 1k'.C~ L1ace it i:apossi-ole tc· incln.~le a :~·rovision for t~oe 
c·~ c""l..lJli·Jl1l!lE::J:rt of a t_LlC}l-_jD2!2c1e<l sLlall lin.:~t~istic ~,Jde.pts.tjo11 anci l_Jroductio.:l u:"it ~ 

r{ o '\ :Cr:::lateC:~ E~~'::JeCt of the S2.i'>1e pro'ble1:1 uas the crovinc. n2ec~ to cl_iversify the 
COl'ltent ~ ,•cJ. foTl' of infor;_,~-.-G:i_on 1 .,".tel" ial to reflect t:1e ~iff r::rent IJreoccupc:tions 
of vo.rious ".e(i1E"nts of tue :,ublic in tl-:.e _;e,.lber States, ancl ·c'·ci:c· ree,ior>al 
11'·\;ion:.o:.l c.nc1 locel differences. In its re11ort on the Unitecl -1atinns Inforrmtion 
Centres C-IJ4/J79) _ tl•e Joint Insl_Jection Unit el'lphasizecJ. tl!e ;;rovin~, irr1:;ort::mce 
of tl1e rr:~oional eler:>ertt in inforcation o 'L'lle cOL'l!lents of ~he Secretary -Gener2.l on 
tr1at report hc.d -been issuecJ in document h/:)L!/379/!~cl.<loL ~ie •;as sure tlmt t1:c 
General "~-sse''oly uoul,c ·o;rish Unite<l 1-ations field inforP1ation activities to be 
ez8ni:.1ec"l f'u:r.'t~ler iP the co,11L1t:: year_ uith a vic':r to strengtlleninc: the neto:rork of 
:,() information centres, ":-l".e Departc:1ent 1ms also considerin.n: options to auu•1cntin:_ 
the :r:e:=io::ml p,r,6_ sl(oTe::,iono.l con1:ponent in the i)e)_~artment as e. '\Jhole, 

8 o .-lLOtller aspec·t of tl1e •1ro':.le1•1: closely lin:~ed to the availability of 
resources~ u:cts tl'le fact th2"t t~1e Dep::-.:ct,,lent vas only eClni:;Yped to uor~: 1rith one of 
t~~e o:·orlc~ s tl1rce basic colour televisio:.l syste~:cs, t~·ms ple.cin television 
or ,;a;1j_ za:c i011 s in 1,1cm~r clevelopint_o countrie: s at a stron:::· di sadvantac;e. 

~' 0 A si,~nifiumt pa:c-c. of the Departnent · s contributio'l to a ; 1ore balance<l vorld 
~ilforhation e.x1 coJnBvr,ication or(~er vas its re2.c~iness to c.ssist in the tre.inin"' of 
:·."OlFl,; journc.lists ar .. :-:. broacLc:ctsters f:;:·om cl.evelo•~inr_, cmmtries, as noted in the 
0ccretar~r- Gewc:::c'al' s re:r;ort (_b,JJ4/)74) _ :~11o·t:~1'''-' devccloyin.= service vithir:. the 
:Ue:r,c:.rt;_;,:;lt -,,as its ~~;~ovision of nevs cmd J.'eatures on a recular basis to t:·te Pres:::: 
h.ge!··cies Pool of ,'oE~A1iC:)1ecl Coc.~ntries o 

_'!_()0 _,,E- tl1ird set of problc::ns confrollth,c; hi~ Depert:rnent arose fro!·, tlP lino_ited 
:r.'e s . .Jurc e s CJ.··railaole for irl.forne. t ion as a;_:;ain.c;t the virtually unliY'li tE:d deEancL 
It •ras a so·ceril< i:'act that tlle ;Jercente.ce o:r tile re~,ul2r United .'1atio:1s budr_;et 
cievotec'. to ir1forl.1ati<:c;_~· c.ctivitie-~ l1Ct.d declir.ceC:~ fro, __ over 10 per cer<c in 19L!-6 to 
less U12P !., ller ccn·:~ 2t the •_)resent tir.·e, Y~t neu ~,~quest~. for e::trc;. inf'o:J''~·.tion 
act::. v-iti2s 'Jere constantly receivecl_ fro : va.rlous "Lnl tecl. l'ra-clons or::=;a1i.s _ c .. m• .JLi 
of the rssolc.~ions and decisions of the Ceneral AssG'bl~ s thirty t~i~tl session 



.:.\/SPC/~~h/~3,-~ e ~~; 

J~n ~: 2-. =~ ~--

11 c .~s c-:,r_. iitcrec~s in,::~ ~"Lun..IJcr o C' ir~n)ortar_,_t i~lJL,r::c:_..,_a t io··~.t.~.l c onf~renc es -~,~ere 1Jein~, 

tl~l6 Lll1c-~er ,.JniteC ·c.:tior1s a1~srices C''.C,l ~re::.r. tltc OuC· :~e·J-. c.~- t<_~c~~ conf~:::rene:e 0t10L~lr-:. 

inclur• c: 8>11 adeo_t1o.te info:r' 1atio"' c oL,::}onc-.-, t to '·n.sl'-re tl1c.t tlte ': 1·oc eedin:~· "" (.;,C're 

effectiv·~l~r co"r0rcd., 1'1".2 ~~e·-_·3.~:.:---tx'2.·2n·t-. l1acJ stc..Lte.--~ Tcr·> o:.~ staj~c-:_~lr··,i:.in·· -;_~~ 1.e 

2.~~1for ... :!.2.tior1 co!~-~-1Jo~ycnts for diif __:~:~:·~~-c J~_ir_:~: s of co~~fel"'2EC,2S _. ~~n~ .i.e'' i1J·~u r:c~c _ · , .. t,~ ·:· 

t;;yp:;;-; o:L covera__;.e aY'Jd t11e nu;,[oer o:~ l2cJ' ua:-_c::s J"ertuired -\ ;~rtLe •t TC:_ l r .-. 

0,'\,T;ci](_ 0~": t,~-._e ·c;c:;ec)_ for l·etteT CO orr.inatio:! lJotl_1 j_:n its 0' • \'0:C1
_ q·v~ OC:t-. .:'\ t~ c; 

:),:'r;C.~!.'trae;"t anc otl1eJ.' ti:d.ts of ti-,e ~~·cc:cetari~t enc;:::·~e:-:~ ~-'~ infc:::: ·_ tion ~ru:c .- .-. 
-~_,~c-. :xL-t· :l-':.~t l1ad a \Tell r::3ta"'t.J_i~~~leu s-Gruct • .1re of three .L~:eC_-i_:.=l •)i v~-~E~j_;:/t.-_~" .~~~.r. o.~!.:: 

1- _ · rttic ·~~ivi3.ion ~ lJut J10 lJns c;ivinc-< se~'"'io1.1s cn~'lsicle~ca·C.icY~: tc1 Dos~:;i .. -.le 
r.l<.J(: ific~·-:.tior~ o; t~.~at s-cJ.'"'t,_ci-.llrC' c 2-f] \Tell ~--..s ~o J-::.~1e neec~ Jo~t.- } ~OJ."'·':? co~-tF.Joli· -.. ·" 
1..~la1lll: 1; of \/Ol"l~ pro~rall1L1es ·~ :r·,c: --~ ~J.e~:i' ·_u:: L~~~·~ of J."eso·w_"'e:E::~~ 

,_::v:c:_ ~c'~-l:inr, of the fec::c[oacl, o 

r_.}-:_C .:.~~:.=_.1 -: ~~~-.-,-.,--)'>"": 0:_· ;:,.;_c~- a~~ 2.J:J!_ro=- .. 2 -J '~:•r:: to .CL-,f_ ~F:;~tt::;~ _·:.e 

aGe.!. to P.l:Sllr:: t~·'"]·c ·c·1c :_)r~;s.~).iz _t~loi-: -_"Y('.J:.::~~-tJcc~ .3 c2..e.~r =~-· ·- " 

.itll ret:;Hrd tc, -~i··2 C.J..·~.-:.cs-~i·'""·~~ or .. sy·c~te_.-~ ~~-ic~e cc<~o-r\-~in3.-t~- :Yl c~r· _~_nfo::."'~.--=-~ic -~ 

Di ted ~Ta·t-ior~.s Illfor:.:atiol-1 ~,oJ.-lil ,j_t.tee ... ~-- r~a·~-e C'Jllsictr~:l·.-:.:ulc: -._-,re_,~ :r··:-s:. ·:_~L 

-~JersLl-=--_ci.irl[.:: -~r~e auRtOl10Tl01)3 ne:-,e:lcics Go r:o·-0::::-'(ii~J,~tE:: -c]lei~· .. '.CT.l'~~._-l,l:--:s 

a;-l,~ ,~~~~e11 t.o pla"':1 :·Jointl:r for s·LLcll ever_ts Cl.S tb_:-. I:L1t2rr .. ~~t,i(-,~J_·_~ j:c,··-:r:--

ctrl2- -:;]le =aeventJ• :):t!eci ~' Session of the- Ge::1cral J'-sseE~Jly on 1JevC'lODl'1ell-L; CCL~--_ 

l:nte::.'lcO-tio-,:'al :conomic l-u· o--:>t:T:~-~,_:_.: ·- '·'be :v -: :~tLe~1t uotclcc puc~· sue its efTorts :cu:c· 
a ~:.~~rc_,-:-,r~EJ~l;-Ti<1e apT>roacll in coll8-~JOJ.'"L-L.J~~(Yl \ri-t-. -,-,,"'- -~~ci~lizecl a3encies a~-~c1. 

O~"l_/=-~·Liza·CiO~JS o 

11~.. ~"vTever, no ::E·O'J_nt of co"~orC:cination c:xtcJ llcrHonization could re•Jl:;>ce tllc ll22'~­

loJ.· i:·m~inacion anc:, freshness of a:,J::_)rcs.cil allic~' 1:ith tl1e necessary olljectivity 
and bE•>lcmc e 0 A recently 'Juoli shec'- uoolde·c Oni ted 1:gt ions, r-.-:mr-;e 8.nd ::_·eqli ty 
~:u~s_ti_o_mo _and __ _Qn_~~co_::_r:_§ _al:J_O~lt_ JJ1_8J~''"-~;s;.- cei<_t __ fi~1-c,:';;~:i :?~;-r} ~-;e_Q~,le-sou rj}i~--fc;. j)r·e·s·e,1t .. -in 
a"'- e;:-~c;ily COE'.prelwnsiole for;n so111e of tl1e -basic aC:.!:lini.strative a!l.~l fjua:clcial fe_cts 
about -~he Q::_·2:anizatiOlL '_'he; response to the boo~:let hc>.d bc:;en [;ew~r8>lly <iOSitive 
ar.:.c.' tbe 1l:~r:art!~~ent i.Tas co~1sil~Lerin trcatin~~ other stll•,jects of' conceJ:--n ~-.o tl'F? 
United l:O-tiorlS i11 a 3-Lnilar fOrlil2>t 0 In the vi ca.l fic=l_·:~ of :pulllic info:r:riation 
~he LJeiJc:Lrtltlent looLed t:J tree united ~Tations t:le1 l.lJ2J.'S1ci'! 8>S a 1/]lOl<: for SlQJ!Ort [~_NI 

' 1_1ic....,_."::~.ll.Ce" 
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l) o :..~~_:_f'¥~~~\GI).~·!S!'£ (Assistaut Di:L'cctor---General of lP·~S(:C') _ ':· said t:hat e;L the 
tw·enJcieth sessio;1 of tl!e U!I:-:SCO GE'neral Conference J the notion of a new, more just 
a2.1d ;uore e:.nfcctive 1mrld infornw.tio!.l. and cm:,:nunico.tj_o·-~ orcler ha1I been at tl1c, llem·t 
of c:•.ll the cl.el)ates on co;5r1Lmice<.tion" r:_·lle corsen::m:o Declaration on ~undament<:1.l 
Pri2ciples conceruin~ the Contribution of t~e ~ss liedi~ to Strensthenin2 Peace 
and I11ternational understandin:c;, to tlcc Fro: otion of I~cr·c1ar1 :ic·hts anc1. to Counterin0 
·~acialism_ {\.·pa!:_,tJ':'~~1 a::-r'· Incitel'1ent to 1.·ar (I·esolution 4/9o3/2) had been acl.opted 
b~' e.cclaJ.Gtior... ~1e General Conference Jnc1 o.lso c.~iscusE'.ed the: interiE' report of 
the Interr1.c:~t:i.onal ~omnission for the ~·t~cl;.r of CoL~.:umnication Frobler>J.s _. c'1aired by 
:r. ~,ee.J" iJE\c:C\ricl.e .:1m1 i~1 its final report had invitec.l_ the Cormnission to ;Jrorose 

corc:c··tc ;, c;;:~6L 1 :L'es for tlccc establishi.•enc of 2. uore effective '-rorlcl inforr1ation and 
co•·!Hil1llic ,tio1·1 o:c~•:,e::· o B.notllC:L' resolution ( 4/9 .l!-/2) request eel the Di•~ector -General 
to ~·ol'-~ ccJEf>L.~ltations c:tcosi.~L.:d to lco.d tc tt.c: provisir_q to :1evelopin:-· countries 
of' te:.::>,~c•lc:~icc.J. :ono otl1ET cee1ns for >JrOlc10tinr c\ free £'lm-r anCL e. •:ider anC:. better 
b~.::..,:r:cc'cL e~:c~1an~,e of iJ.1for;,1Htio11 of all l~inds. and to convene for that pur•lose a 
_-L~·.-.-~iL(~ 1 c::c-c i:1,, of l'E-!Jr,":sentat.ives of GovernP'.Pnts, to develop a nroposal for 
-i_;lsJcitutic01:.rJ .:c.rro.n~.ements to syste~-2tize coll:1borative consultation on 
co;,L r,.lr,icatioil c~·"VeloTo;.,ent o.ctivities neeo_s ancl plans 0 Those resolutions 
cor..stitc.~tF:ci the fr.'Ji'.E:"orl. of c.ll UJTr-:;sc;o ~lro~r8r.mes for the il''NecJ.iate futt1.re, anc)_ 
~-,~c. iven 11LO'c2n-~w.l to tl1e princillles eJ.Jho~'~ied in the concept of c. ne\: vorld 
L1for·1~'Lt:i_o,1 and coJ.,_r,,unication orc~er" In its resolution 3::;/115 t~.'-e Gencrccl 

lG. f~11.:: ··s,•i:;.'it G£' Fo.ris' hml :J.lso been rc::flecte6. ln t:~e inten12tional debates 
OL co:·2Icll1l1ic;:;·i~io:~ ~~:ic~1 h,~.cl taLen place in ~he p<:,st -rear, 'l'here hacl been incre8..secl 
2-IJ~'l'ecis.tiolt L~ tl'tt:' '-~eveloped countries or t!10 attitu0.es of thi1·cL 'Wl"lr:l countries 
nt,J. se Jjr_o:rs c.·l.C1. st.v(-_iE:'S hs.u. 1-:een unC.ertcJ:e:;.1 i··.l t!ce J.'orther~l l1e1'lis:9here to 
dteVl:'lo~· 'lO"' _l.tive T:JTO:C-<JSRls for iEte1.:-ne.t:i.onal co- ope:;:'o.t:hnL It \!aS il'Crc:asiD::;ly 
:L'ecoc;nize..:[ tlmJc t~1e iLterests o:~ c-;_evclOF"C' ar~' c.I.C'Jelopi!'.,:" co>lntries uere 
inse>&.ro.·.:;le. t,·e prosperi t',' of the forr•1er bej n~ closel;;r ~Joun<'. up ui th the c;rovth 
ancl develor>!IlelYC of the latter, 

17, ~'l'e u~-:~:x:o ::md 1Il•ited 1a.tions resolutions on com,lunication hP,d been vrelcOEled 
IJy t,he :~;,-:-;c<r'"OV l'i'1·1e!lta1 C:onfeTence r1. Corru1v.nication Policies in Asia 8,ncl OceE'-'1.ia) 
cor,vene:~· lJ~f t. '':S.~O :'~'l J .. ualo. LulllUr jn Fet)ruary 1979 the Conference of 1 linisters 
of Llfm'::.::::c:i_or; of tl-,.::: (t!' _,.::mization of ! frico.n Unity at Addis A~;e.ba in f1pril 1970. 
·ci1e :~r~ t:c:c·~overr..:leEtal ! · ouLc: il for tl•e C;o .. ordinat ion of Inform:=tt inn of the 
· o;J Ll.~-~_)''.E:C::. CoPntries 2.t 1/)cle :i.n 1\:)ril 1979" the Latin r~y,;crican Federation of 
J·oDTilalis·cs neeti.l,_ c:,t Carace,s L1 Jul;;r lS''T~', a!.ld the ':i'ashlcent GePinar for 
Jom'nalists, or:::Emizec1 in Se~>te1,1ber lS/79 by the iT2.tional Comm.ission for UlJI·:sco of 
t} Le Soviet Union. In September 1979) the C'onfereT,ce of T1eads of State or 
Governne!lt of l'on·-Alic;ned Cotcatries at Tlc..vana had notecJ the positive outcoue of the 
tuentieti1 sc=ssion of the General Conference of u;:·:sco_, .::mel recor;nized 1Jti:ro;SC0 1 s 
positive role i1.1 stuc::.~yin.=; proble::,s of co; :rmnica.tion an6. in '\Iu1·kin2: tovards a more 
balanced flo•- of in:for;_mtion hetueen tl1e rl.,3velO''·in, emu_ tlP develmx:cl. countries, 

.. ._,_·he full text of this stater,1ent vill be issued as 2. cl.ocunent o 
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'l'he Conference ho~cl requested UfT~SCO to continue to assist non c.:lirned an<'l 
clevelopiac; cour1tries in settin~, up appropriate national anc1 rcciul1"11 struct\Jrcs 
in tl1e fielCL of coEITiiunications and in tra~inin: teclmico.l personnel i:J accorcla.nce 
lvith Gene:;_nal J.sseL1bly resolc1tio~'1 33/115 _/.]_

0 
B o.rcl r::o 

lB. Pe,rt Jl_ of that resolution requested the Di··ector- General of D:l ::;-;;sco to dra.'r 
up a ;mc1el plan for co-·O:t:Jeration am~. assistance in the application and i:crprover.1ert 
of national infor1nation am:. mass cor,mmnication systems for social proc_:ress am1 
develop;;ent, includin:~ the elabora~tion of a proposal for institutional 
arrance~nents to systemc.tize collaborative consultgtion on co!\Uunicatinn 
developuent activities) neec)_s and IJlc.ns. '.rhat nror1osal •!Oulr'l. 1Je elabor::-cteCI_ oy the 
Intergovern;:e~1tal Plannin:; Conference on C'u~rr,mnication TJevelopr.'ent J to be helrl ln 
Uu:Lc;co House 1 Paris, froL1 11~ to 21 f'.:r-ril 19G0, f\.t tl'e invita~tion of the 
Governnec1t of the United States, a preliuinary meet inc of exne::cts 1vas no-vr in 
proc;ress in vla~shinc:ton, and -vras be ins attended oy about JO specialists including 
planners, scholars, meclia practitic.,ners cwd develo:t:Jment ac1ministre~tors 0 TllC' 
Plam~inr, Conference itself uoulcl provide an o:::;:n.ortunity for di::::cussint.: 1rays of 
channelling to the developing countries the resources needed to crPate 
infrastructures ancl train personnel in order to brin,· about a free flo-vr ancl a 
lvit~er ancl. better bala,ncec1 e~cchai·;c;e of infornationo 'I'he Conference shoulr::_ c.lso 
try to show ho'r rec;ular consultations ~etween interested countries m1d acencies 
could be ~chievecl. to mobilize such resources) and ho1r the relevant bil&ter~l and 
r,ul til3.teral coc operation proL.:rarnmes coulci. be ~Jetter co- ordin~ted" The:: Conference 
mi:::;ht also acl.vise the Director--Gerleral on the desiro.1Jility of see1~in=: to establish 
111achinery for i;nrrovinL, co· opera~tion betueen Ulif::SCO and other international 
institutions involveu in COf:JmunicatiolL 'I'he Gcnercl .'\sser,lbl;y lilit:;ll'c visl1 to 
re ~exaE.iGe the question at its thi:c·ty ·fifth session in the lic;ht of the results 
of the Conference" 

19 o Iie then drev attention to the renort of UJ'.TT~GCO activities from October 197[; 
to October 1979, contained in document A/34/149 ~ ;rhicb lncl been sublilittec1 in 
accordance with General Jl_ssembly resolution JJ/115 B 0 That report corccerned. 
first. the resolutions adopted by the 'r1v-entieth u=::sco General Conference o seconr~ J 

the principal proc;rammes initiated or co;1tirmed in t}-ce fields of communica·cion 
research anct policies, the floH of inforr:12.tion anci.. development of CO!Th'unice.tions 
systeus and, thirci.., a backc;roum1 and survey of the activities of the 
International Conl1'ission for tb.e Study of Co;:1munication Problems~ vhich uas to 
hold its final session the follmring -vreeto The tvo reports vere coni'lementnry 
one concerned specifico.lly co-operation and assistance for the development of 
coro11nunications, uhile the other dealt nore c;enerally \·Ti th the orc;c..nization of 
cmrrr,runications systems designed to pen1it a freer and nore balanced exchanr'e of 
inforwation, o.nci. vi th the practical aspects of the ]Jroc;rmrr,,e. 'Thc.t 
co!,lplementarity reflected un.t;SCO' s philosophy that the nresent cQllununication 
situation could not be re~!eclied. nor could a n~r information order be established 
merely by acceleratin~ the transfer of resources and technical and fi:>:mncial 
assistance to the clevelopin3 countries. As the Director~General had saie in his 
reply to the ;~eneral policy debate e~t t}w T-vrentieth General Conference, it 'ms 
also necessary to protect all tbe fundamental freecloTI'S and to recl.esi2n the 
relationship of cow,mr.ications to lmm·rleu0eo i·Tealth and. JJOIIer in order to ensure 
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-~ [;:rl.c· -, -~.!H:: 't'r"'S"'nt corrmunication orclPr in thP \vorld \ras far from satisfactory. 

.. :.J ' In l...,_; c 
_, __ Lu rC?'l~r -co t~:e ,c:11 ::r::: .. l ='olic~r tl.el·:cJt \::~ 2. t t::_: 2 T~·rent ~-eth General 

.._}le ~li:n::ctor~C~E::ne:c·:l 1-:cc.:' e.iso en·)l -.si7.ec!. that enP:::o:-::etic ste:;•s r!1U'3t lx 
teeter: to assist the c.::ow_o:cries of tbe thi,_·d ucrlc.i to stren,:::thcn the:!.:c· CU·!!I_lt:nic:,ctioi1 
:::...nc[ ir.fc:c'!.'ta.tion _.-,otelltial ,. to develop t1-:c2ij· infrastructure anc1 to tre.in thP 
nec<,':o:::~-..r:' _.~2rE:ou:.-l,'1, for a. freer ::tnc.1 __ ·ore :xtJ.a11ced flmv· of i1o.forccation could 0::1~.;." 

be acLievcci. reEloviw: t.h·:: o~_·c>tacLos il1VolveC::.- 'l_'b;'Ct ta.s~~ ccntinueC:: tcc ;>rove 
v.ifLi.culc for t:1e internationC'l cor.rr,1uni t~r, L1 fact. the e~~ist~1-:.:. inbalance i1· 
cuL.:ctmicc..tion resou1 ce2 .:'.lee!. in -<::r·c flo\! of il1for,:ation coul•.~ not be rec'.ressecl 
l)~nless t-:~c c~e.velo:pin.=,~ col..llLtries 9,CC1llirecl. str-LlC~t,_res tl1at -re:r·e 0_1lQl1titativE=l~r LLY.!.:-_ 
gu~lit~tively aCeQ~ate, 

~·r " ·,_1-:-:: co~lcc;;Y~ o": ~~~~-1.-:; r~~v·~lopl ~ent o£ co,·rr~_unication syster1s ,,,ust enCOl•ii)RSs the 
•::.:;'Labl ~ sr~~,:2"1t of infl'2 ·;t::ucture s s2.telli te linl~s anc1 informcctii)l1 process irv;" 
'lb.::ce .~as r"' ne<ec, for r ,ore coherent coT·1r•unication :uolicies, for action -oriented 
research, fm: ree.listic e.ncl. c:ceative ::~l~nnjL~· fo:;_h thOL'':'htful trcdninr:: for the 
cleveloi_),,lent am.~ s c.re;1r~thenin:·; of nc"tjol·l,ll am.1 re:'::;ic,1al institutions in O:L'0_e:c· to 
e:,_t"2lcCL inC~igei10lls r,lec.~ns of :o:;:octuction, and :Lor t>c: IJrocl.uction of eouiprH~nt better 
suite'_ to tJle r1..~r_L!.irej_::·Le~1ts of c_-;__evelo_;?il~:·~ colln-cries o Ir.l10"~:·ntive r1J.achine3r:r \~Jas 

CL1SC1 1 _1 '-·(;t~SSal·~r tc, i~ l~;rove e:~C~1aD, es Of infor:._l8tior: a11rl s>.illr:-J ~ rc_YFeVeT S11Cll 

l 8/:-~i:le:..-~F ~;~_~oul~~ "'Ot -be 211 c::nc~ ~-· its~~lf for i·c ,,ro1.JJ_1~ not ~~r-i~1.-- ab011t th~ cl1er.:. __., 

e ~evelo~i~· couiltries. 

:_;e_y~~-l~-·-"1iCr:>~L·~-CJ~d;3 CU.lcl ~L:. .-::.::--;sr;~:-G5c:_ r'T~1 .\.r~::J~l_,C1~ i11 -L,.h'-.t en(:_22-· 7 ~.Y r ·\·:'"aS t~-~~_~ shor·l·a:~e c:;=' 

rt:sC· 1 ~J:cs- a~lail~_-:_,lt~ i~J::. t,:1e (~cv:..-:1(/::l~f:_ t o:f co_-_.~ll_~r_~lc.?.tioJ"O 8.2) cc·:··~---q_rec1 -:·i_t~_._ tb.e 
ft!'"tS c~l~_O'tter:~ to ot:lE:J:' Sc::;CtOYS 0:: ('_.-::VE:lon:·lent- :Ti0 Order tO CL:Jln,:,e the Tll':~(.>yj_ti2S 

at tt·._e Lcte:rl1,ct-;_onc-cl level" priorities ;::t'..3t be clc:arl~r defin<.:.d ;::d~ tLe natic,•·c"l 
leveL 

2~'," '~lllC: cli2Cl"'2];Jf-tllCJT tet1ree~1 St2.t~·y_ents Oll tJ1e i} __ ~~ 1 0l ... -'c2.!2.Ce Or' cr-,~-_li",IJ_l1iCatic•n_~ r 

tu2 importance tha.t fi~ld •ffis accorded in reality created a major n:obl£~. 
Coc :~·--~mica:tion systei·1 S in r:_evc:lo~Jin::::; countries 111i -o;ht a1li_)ear to hc.v2 hi:::;b priority. 
1;ut a close:r loo 1 ~ ofte1 ~ revcctlecl that ·chey received little fiDancin:" or 
in"h.st:l ~::rn;, .LJeSJlte tb0: videly reco;:::nized role of co:,·,muu5.cacions i'! -,la·~-.'_c··. 

clerelo~.,.J.E:!'t and int 2rll.atio:'1a1 un~er standi. i'.:?,, ··1ei ther le:":i sle.tor s <:cor '~ ?~ · ic.. 
!.c~nc.(':ers see:;,ed to he.ve follovecl tllc {',UiGclines of 'Ch2 I_)Olicjr·~J'.akers. 

29 0 ·.,_ C:::~:presse::C:l the ho;Je t~1.:1t t~12 G~~:=;ccCJ I:1terc;overnrc1ents.l Conference on 
Corrllillmication :Jevelol'Iileat .. Trhicn vas scheduled fo: . .- Lpri~~ lS{)G) -vroulct provi•'e 
9'' ~-.Jers to tl1ose questio:c1s an( voulr1

_ l:.olTJ to est2.blish a l18", ···101"0 just and nore 
efi'ectiv,_. i<.l.fOri!lCJ.tiOl-:. anc". co,ununicatioi1 order in I·Tl1ic~' U~ 1ESCO uoulc conti11·~e to 
r:la~I ~' cer1tn\l role, 1!1 __ ;SCu o~)pr:~ciat·2d t:1c a.ctive co ~op::ratim' of ~'.11 tl1e other 
G/ encj es lji_tlLin tllc-:' lJr.~~i: ec} · atic•:~s f:.J .. Gtelcl ~ r~acJ~ 0? \r~.;_C~l_ in Carr 1,rin,:; QU_t itn o·F:c 
',1an~-~.:.t,_ ' 7j_"Gl-i i~S 0\,.~1 · -,:-.. :.·:I•_J-_(_ 'j_~(l_ e;:·r·c;.-.·ci ,:-;,::; -, r.~llS--'c 8(-'e~~~ -~0 ·3):_.::: -~~lC l_Jnitec1_ 

1 o_:_ ':\=~-\/·~ ··r 1~-~-~: __ ~J1t t:..~-;-··(··?''2 ;r:: to t~-H:. asniratior:.s of 
i..l;. :L... " <.:r_.,,,~i·:J'j!· •1l nations Hnc1 

; : '... _: -l ~ni~ation or~er-

I 
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J;. r. DADOVI (Italy), spealdnc: as Rapporteur of the Corrrrnittee to n.evievr United 
J'!a r ions- Publi_c_InfcJrmation Policies and Activities, introduced the report of that 
Co:r•lGi.ttee contained in document A/34/21. He dre-vr attention to the fact that, 
because of a lack of conferEnce facilities, the Cowmittee had held only one 
continuous session, vhile tl'e rest of its vorl;: had been performed in scattered 
E1eetin~£S. 'I'he results of its activities as reported in document A/34/21 should be 
evaluated in that lie;ht. 

31. In l1is ol_-eninr: statement, the Chairwan of the Committee to Revie-vJ United 
1iations Public Information Policies and Activities had outlined the guidelines the 
Committee had follm-red in carryinr:; out the tasl: e.1trusted to it under General 
Assemuly resolution 33/115 c. The full text of that statement uas contained in 
annex I of the report. ri'he Chairman's summary of the general debate held from 
27 r Ia~r to 1 Junt' 1979 vas contained in annex II of the report. 

32. The mandate of the Ad Hoc Horking Group, uhich had been set up because of the 
lacl;_ of confere11ce facilities available to the Comr·1ittee, vas described in the 
resolution contained in paragraph 37 of the report. In compliance uith its mandate, 
tL2 ltTorking Group had submitted a rellort to the Co:rnrrrittee, •·1hich had tal<:en note of 
that report and had included it, as annex III, in its report to the General 
Assem1Jly. 

33. As mts aprarent in annex III, the Horl:inc; Group had made an extensive analysis 
of information activities conducted -vrithin th" United nations system. Its 
conclusions ranged from general recommendations to s_;:>ecific suggestions, some of 
uhich could be implemented irrrrnediatel:y, 1-rhile others would require more thorough 
consideration. The conclusions of the T1ortins; Group rPpresented a far-reaching 
}Jroc~ran:JDlE' for the future vorl<: of the Committee, in the event that its current 
inandate uas r2ne1-red by the General Assembl~r. 

34. He emphasized that the Conmlittee h8.d sought to reach a consensus on all the 
issues before it, and that that effort had m2de it possible to achieve imr,ortant 
results, notvithstandinc; the lilllited number of n1eetint;s it had held. The Committee 
had decided to recommend that the General Assembly shoulcl reneH its mandate, as 
it had indicated in paragraph 48 of the re:s;ort. He dre-vr attention to an error 
contained in the last sentence of raragraph 48 of the English version of the 
report, which should be corrected to read: 11 In this connexion, some delegations 
mcntio11ecl that the mandate should be enlarc;ed." 

35. llr. l'ILS'I'IIU (TunisiEd*, spealdnc: in his capacity as Chairman of the Committee 
to TicviATT United F!'ations Public Information Policies and Activities, observed that, 
as mer,1bers of the Special Political Cow1nittee 1·r2re avare, the Committee to Revieu 
United Nations Public Inforwation Policies and Activities had so far been unable 
to live up to all the expectations placed in it. Yet, in spite of the difficulties 
which it had encountered it had produced a report vhich opened the vray for more 
detailed consideration of United Nations public information policies ~nd activities. 
·l-1hc" vorl: clon2 by its Ac~ Hoc For~~in~~ Group had at least pe>rmitted a preliminary 
cop .side--ration of th::>_t issu ~. 

* Th0 full text of this statement uill be issued as 8. docu.m.::nt. 
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36. As members >muld recall, it had not been easy to reach ae;reei!lent on the 
comr:osition of th€' Committee and on the s2lection of its 41 members. The 11sual 
difficulties inherent in such an exerciso lmd oeen COill~!ounded by the eagerness of 
a large number of delegations to pa!:'tici]late in the CoPmlittt>e 1 s l·rork, and it uas 
only on lf April 1979 that a fi,_-cal d.::-cision on its composition lle.d been reached. 
The Conrnittee 1 s composition continued to be a subject of debate, hovever, for it 
lt::td been suggested thP.t its rcE'mhership bC' increased to 54 cr 61 or that it should 
be open-ended. Ile pPrsonally advocated full participation by all those dele,r-;ations 
':·rhich vTero irrteresb>d in the Col"lmittee' s uork and iJelieved that they could l"lal:o a 
useful contribution to ::.t. 

37. A second clifficult:y uhich had seriously impe~L-d the Cor!IDlitteP 1 s functioning 
vas the lacl: of the necessary mPetinr; rooi'1S ::md conference servicing facilities 
IJecause of reconstruction vorl' at Headquarters. The result Has that it had been 
able to Eleet for only six days. In order to overcome that difficulty, several 
del~-::gations he.d sw~c:ested that a numb0r of sr1mll uor~~in:· c;roups should l.Je set u:-9 
to decctl l'itL the various probl,.,ms entrusted to the Committee. Suc.i.J. ;'-'roups -vrould 
not have required large meetinc-s rool"ls or interpretation services. '!hen certain 
countri.:'s had opposecl that sut:;gestion, the Group of 77 in the Committee llacl 
introduced a draft r.c solution call ins for the creation of bra IWrl=lng c;roups to deal 
-uith the Conmittee 1 s ·t~vo princir:al tasl;:s, namely to evaluc.te the policies and 
activitif's of the Department of Public Information and to revie-vr and evaluate tl1P 
l'rogress made in establishing a nevr -vrorld inforrnation orc'ier. A consensus on that 
dre"ft resolution h2.d provPd impossible IJecause of the cstee:orical r2fusal of C"rtain 
Hcstern countries to aclmm-Tledge that the Committee had any part uhatsoever to 
play in the establishment of a ne1-r vrorld information order. Finally, as a 
compromise, it hacl been decided to establish a singl"' vorldn,z group consisting of 
2U members. Unfortunately, that had not solved the problem and the Horldnc: Group 
bad had to ~-rorl;: under extremely difficult conditions, its non-English-spealdng 
memoers oeine; at a particular disadvantage. In addition, the issue of the 
interpretFCtion of the Cor:mittee 1 s mandate had had to be shelved, >rith the result 
that the problem of its competence -vrit 11 regard to the n·'I-T vorld information order 
remained unresolved. 

38. Those problems not-vrithstanding, the Ad IIoc HarLing Group had done sir;nificant 
vorl:. Tllo dedication of its Chairman, l1r. Albornoz of Ecuador, in particular, had 
enablecl the Comrnittee to submit a number of important comments and recommendations 
on the functionin,-; of the Department of Public Information. The question of the 
inter~Jrctation of the CoJ111;1ittee's ll'.andate, houever, demanded an unE'quivocal 
decision on the part of the GenJ'ral Assembly. 

3~!. Ann:ex II of the report of the Committee contained ln document A/3~/21 
presenteu a summary of the cletailed and interestinc general dPbate which hacl taLen 
::_=,letce in the Committee and reproduced the l"lain ides.s and concrete propos?.ls 
resultin:::; from that debate. The c'Lifficulties vhich he had mentioned hacl ~'revented 
the Committee froa unc1e:ctakinr: a full 2XaElination of the reDort of th2 Ad IIoc 
Horl<..inc; Group, 1-rhich uas rcYJroduced in annex III and contained a nUl"lb-.::-r o:C' useful 
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" Group vas still ln the f'irst 
sts-e.:.:> of its ~-or~;:, it hcc1 nYLaged to ive 2 -urccisc i''ea of ~lOF the Dc•e.rtnl·?nt of 
Publ l.c Inforr·Gtion ft•r!ctionecu, lillich sboulr'. -~ilLLl.•lp the C:o~:·j;nttee to n~al:.e 21'­

_m-dept::. c2Vl2': 7 of ~:i,e Dc.<artr:,ent 1 s role clDd of the princi:c::.l:?s ':rhich had c,overn 'c~. 
its fnnctioninr·: si::occ the esc;ac:~ishElt''nt of t~w lfi•itec1 I'aticns. 'I'hos-:c l::rincip.l.es 
\·rere analysed ir· his ovn ol;eninc stat2rn.2nt ro t!·P Comr,littt='e' s or:;a[1 ization.<;.l 
sessio;.-1, \lhich vas r2nroduc"'c1 in annex I to tJ:' re::cort. 

40. In his vie1.r, t:1e man: .t'roblem v::1s still on" r.f :::cc1a::::·<·inr tlv" De--,~.rtmei!t to e. 
nev vorld, as reflected in a tr2nsfon11.e6 Ur1.itec'L l'LLtions. .o on.:> coul,~_ clP_i:rn tt.at 
tLe 'Jni-ced 1:a-cions he.d the sc-ene in:Lc•nntirF! llf''_-:ods P.nd functions lr" 1C:7~ c,_s in l':.'h5. 
:!hili' thf' ·uctsic ~irincinle coven<in,r Un:ite,.l. ~'atic.ns iro.::"or•;ldtion activi-t i::s lw.L1 -,,ot 
cl1'1LG,ec1 sir;cc- 194(), .::ev,'ral of th2 Deiom'tY'i·"'nt's HCtrocls rmst r' revised. 

1>1. Th-2 'LJnd"r-Secrr~i-ary-CenerP,l for I':.,l·l::.c: Information hc,cl drm:n attertio11 to t>e 
:9rot'.:·El of tl1E- be.lsnce bet>,<? en "cov.~:rc<-s,-- 1 : ·: c·t i v1.ti 'S :~nO. 11pror:1otional" activities, 
:)articularly in th'=' ecor;oL,ic Rncl .:0c-:.a1 ::;··-,.-or:· '1\:CLt Fas clearl~r 8. L'ajor 
proll:?Dl, cspecjc::ll~' since? cov,~:raf/:~, v:ctl·,out c, r;•in.; ·_ul'' ·:Jf e:TllcJ•.::ct:ior, ni:::·l·t not 
be acc·"r;ted, as the P'·::'dia ancl corrcs·,:·m-cc~::nts of clc-v,-J.o~----,~- c0tr tri: ~ <:•iwio·c,~'_-.­

founcl. it difficult tc ~rasp uhat t:1e cY:ircl Fr;rlr1, ;'l'-d 1-,211C • +~-!2 Ul"itcc· -.P,tioros, 
;:::ts tryin" to say, 8nd th2 rich minorit~- of the 1-rorl·l' s · o;-ul"'i: ic•1~ o1J'riousl··.T ~·oL:H~ 

lt difficult to rsras~-J tilE' b2.sic dCL8.nds e.nd 2-spirs.t:ions of t>· tl•lrcl. Fcrld ~.s 

transl2tec.l by the Ur~i+?cl ~faiion~. 

42. Tl·r.c, Pssterr:, mf'ciia uere clearly di::;enchcnt?d uith the Unit"'cl l'iatio-,·~. ~!he<t 
th-y h:~.ci ori ·_i:uo.lly l~· •rceived t~s an etsset in The ~ast-r r?st rivalr~', th::-::r no;;- ss_;r 
2, ::c handicap in the nE> ;Jorth-f3out11 schism vnici' bad follm-reCJ t''-" ace :-ssion of 
th.irc1 ··,rorlc~ coufltri.: c; t0 iPd'"l-'<'Trdence and sov2reic-nt:/. That misco11ceiJtion uns 
Clue -ro a lac~ of unc~'='rsi:o.m1int:; of ~~1:• neu 'rorld situation on the part of press 
ancl r'l.:c".ia, 1i.i1icl:1 v0r2 motivated l_)rimarily by col'lmercial considerations. ThE 
:Ue_;,K·.rtluent of Public I11;orrr:ration \TaS in en excelle~1t :'}Ositior< to help media 
c0rresronde~1ts to :: better un(-~rst::ndin;Z of current problens. 'l'he corEmercial 
2.lJ!/V'O?cch to inforn12tion must be correct:"d if infonmtion vas to be rPstored to its 
-~:·ro;E.c ''l':'cc::, t~~:c,_t :;f a social o'c:Ossity. 'l';E. seRrCll for a more ,just and 1:ml.:wced 
~rr,~<L·.'- J.i,:~·o:':'·r,_t·io~l and COElrD.unic:-otion::. ord<:r nust ue s-='~l: in th::ct context. 

l: -~· Dcoc·ur,;c:•c-Ji AjSPC/33/L. 5 had alr2au:c d0r·onstrateL'. tl•" need for a ne-F world 
infcr11:at io11 orC:·=r and llad l!lo.c".e S:;Jecific 2_Jractical :oropos::tls as to hm · such Em 
·~'Y'·-~::· .. h:;_ :_t llC establishC'<'l. It did not, oZ course, clail!'. 1:0 solve tl12 irn<Jens" 
::c-cJbj_c,,·s iLvolved in that tasl:, vt:i.ch uould flr;, l'."'-_'tl.i:r," e. cl;an[;c"' in t:12 :tl1-='ntal 
':ttti-cu::C,::: ::-mel iJ':>rceptions of e.ll concern0d. 1~s cr,uld h' s ~"2n from tl1e report of 
t':-:2 Dir,"ctor-Genc:rc.l of UlE;scn (A/34/l~C·), Tl•.LCSCO vF:.s f',lrc-u1y •"coinc; imlJressivt' 
and valuacl,~ vor~~ iP tllflt e>r'a s.':ld ti12re ;cc,s no r::_u~"'c:tioll of duTJlice.tiru:; its ··or] 
Fithi~1 the United l·rations. ~Cll"' latter's ta:::_ c;:~culd .si:;,ply be to Rnelyse all th?O 
r2levcmt docWil:"ntation r)roduc,·d so th?:t th- G:meral Assenbly could giv; ~":: t.L-,,, 
political d1mensio~ vital to its success. 

44. '.lY12 part to lJe ple.yed lJy t1'·2 lJjlilcd ~:2tions ln estalJlishi~1C a ne1v 11orlrl 
1nforc1atirm orc:;_c-T ivoulc1 not lin,it the <'.ctivities of u~:;~~CO or of any otb·?r 
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international Or[:anizaiiOD ;:·Lie]; Vac: %l~~ill:O: its COiltrl:_,ntio~1 tc tl'at :urOC"SS. 
Because of its CEntral J10sitl0':1 >i:i tl1in tht United r:atic.ps s~rstem, the <'J.c·neral 
""ssc-mbly coulcl provirle the n:'cessary im;JE:ctus, facilitatte' t:-,.:· YJC·C-""sc;c<r'/ co-ordination 
2monr: specinlizcC:c ar!encies and ho.n1onize tl'.~ :'G'orts lJeinc; r1ade in the field of 
infon:mtion vitl1 those b,,in,~ made- in ot!1~r areas, in r::;.rticuler uith th"- movement 
to .:·stablisll ti," ne-F int<'l'n2ci:ional econm-ic ord ~:c. 'l'L"" lEw vcrlri inform8.tion 
order 'TCLS motive>.ted by th::- smc2 ccncc·rr-s as the' ~:eu International Economic IJrcl.er 
and was im1c:ecl a corollc-1ry of tLat ol:;j·~ctive. 

45. 'l1hose 1-rho sougl1t to este.~.Jlish 2. more just :u1d hence more fr8_ternal I'IOrld 
order ill any s~L:-rC' could not c:•fforcl to dvcll on 11roc2dural consic1erations, ar.d 
tl1ere sl1ould ue no difficulty in mo1Jilizinp: 2.11 e,1erc;ies in favour of a lh''"T 

inforr'a.tion ord2r. In thc.t tr2:rnendous unc:certal~in~, no contrirmtion ;rould be 
SUlJer:c~luous, l'rovided tkct tbere ""as no du]:.lic~_tion and 2veryon-2 uorLn1 tonetrds 
the same c;oal. Jl.ccorchnc~l~r he sugg(C'sted that the General Ass:::mbly, in a resolution 
e::t.?nc1inc tlh:~ 1,cand:1.i:2 of the Corrrrniti:e-2, should recoc:-oize the follmvin?- :::n·inci~_.L?s: 

(1.) t!lt nc:cd :L'or all th" .c;2c>'cialized ac;encies concerned_ and oth-?r organizations to 
:,JarticiJJctte in tllP •ror:. to ."'stablish a neu infonmtion onl,?r; (2) UTTCSCO's C-"ntral 
role in the field of infoncm:ion en,_" co1m:mnication; ( 3) th2 co-ordinatin~- role 
uLici1 the Unitc~Li r~ations could IJlay, for instanc~e by transmittin2: to tl1e Gee:"ral 
1\.ss.::mbly ;;'E'rioci.ic re~~orts from all tlL' sp9cializ2d a1:<2'1Ci2s concerned; (4) the need 
to L1r~r;:1onize teci1nic:c.l assistance to dE'Veloilin:~ countrL-s in t;ie are8. of IJ1ass 
COl'il'lmice.tions anu communications tecl-,nolo?v; ( 5) the ne-::-d to ''orl\. to\Tards the 
o1Jj ectives of a fr-?e and b8.l2llCeu flou of information anc1. eCOl'GY1.ic c~-"volo,~T·1e11t 

20ci_ social ~ro~res~. 

lfG. rl'hose basic princi~Jl-?S COUll~ P:''Ovide c".. fram21i0Y~- for co-o~Erac:lon in the 
fit:hl of inforr:ocltiun :o.rctonp; all thE or[ans of cl-l.e Unii:ed Nations syste'!l, c:md could 
nel::_ to define tb?' part to be _tJlayec1 by tl1':' TTnited F:1.tions in the' Intergovernme!ltal 
C~onferenc,:; to bf? orcanized by l.I~T::~cc: in 1988 ay;d in t1L" :rmchinery crP9ted o::,r i::c:a.t 
Confe:rer,ce. 

G•_'u<:ral As.sem~-l:r 1.f th" l8tter E'ntrustecl_ it uitb the tas~~c; -,,rlli61 he llad J t"ntion<.?cl 
a11G. gave it a cl::::·:~r 2ncl unc:cn1bi::·.uous l'!:>ndat 2. 'I'lk" C' 2veloJ~inc: countr it's, for th?ir 
J:Jar-c, vorLiw, vi thin thP frRrrF\·,'Ork of the Non-Alic;w"d : :ovr·rr:ent and the Group of 77, 
\'uulcl try to ~Jresent for 'lctiofl oy tLe Sr;:-cial Political Cmnnittee draft 
resolutions vrhich cl,Tified ch :' Co1rr!'.ittee 1 s t asl~s and could be adopted by cops,::nsus, 
tltereby enaclin~: the: c.eEel·al ]\ssenlbly alJC1 the Committee to 1Jlay a positive rol::--
~11 t~,c- field of inforrre.tion. If the ~Jrice of consensus nas Rmbiguit:r, ;lJ\'-"V"'r, he 
•·ould pref--er l;ue.t such l>:::sulutiolls >·rere 8.doptPd 1Jy a majority and l~"ft no c.~ouut 

aboLct tl1e Committee's i'l[md<:Lte. Ee ho1J,-_d th;cct c1el'="8ations vould do all th::-y could 
to achiove 2 cons,-,nsus, ln t . .iL: trU(' spirit of ll-:-e UnitPc1 :':.dions. 

!1G. l•Irs. SChAD<; (Gergm D-':j 10Cr8tic Ilepublic) ol)sPrv"~cl th2t informi".tion •r2.s pl~1,)rii1(; 
~:n iilCr.::asincl~r im~:,ort;c~nt role: in t'1e lives of pPO<::'L- tl't' ;w:dd ove>r. In the 
i~1iJ'rn8_tiO'L8J arena, cr_ne:c.t1ons :r,"l~·tinr:: to iPfon,,•tion h2.cl_ ceas>C'd to IJ2 the 
.'Xclusl V'-' dor·J?.in of '3::C'""cialist s Hc-:d vere il1C''f:'8.sin:-d~' -l:l'J' S'J.bj ect of' ci_i·,-,lon,at:i c 
forwns. ::'or -chc i'·1rst tir:JP, 8. s~'ecicd clm:9t2r on co~o~'erat ioll iL th" field of 
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information amonr States vriU1 different social systems had b,~en inclucced in the 
Final Act of the Helsinki Conference. Thr maln c;u2stion uas, hou could the inrnen:se 
potential of the mass media ue devoted to the cause of peace, mutue_l unclerstandinr­
and national indelJendence, rather th:<.n to sowing the seecls of discord mHonc 
countries anci. peoples? ThE United Nations Nust do all it could to prevent the 
me.ss meclia frorr1 fomentinc. tensioP and engaginr·: in propar;~:mcla at;c:inst other 
countries and races. 

49. At the opening of a recent intern2"tional confer'?nce on the role of the mass 
medie .. , held in Stocl:hc·lH umi.L>r UHESCO aus~'ices, 'Tr. Sean IfacBride had pointPd to 
1;he need for objective and true information to ·be published on the arPJs race and 
on 2ffortf. to promote disarmam.:,nt in order to comi1at ti1e cold uar prormganda 
currently beine:; pul)lisl1ed in th,.., 1Test, •-rhc'r~~ "statistical data 11 of a stratec;ic and 
military nature u<:>re beino; used in a campaign to spur the development of lve8_pons 
of mas:::: destruction. At th:-- current session of the General Assembly, the Forei:c:n 
Minister of h-cr coun1;ry h2.d also ew:>:Jhasized tbat "the public advocacy by certain 
mass media of war, hatred amonc; peo}_>les and thP arms race runs counter to the 
strengthening of international security11

• As early as 1?47, the Gerv-ral Assemuly 
h<=td adopted 2_ resolution on measures to be tal;:en against prOIJa:;anda and incitement 
to a nev var, yet such :;cro_paganda l·ras still bt'iw- published, 30 years later, in a 
number of countries. \T;:>_r prop8.g2_nda vas strictl~r J:lrohibited in the socialist 
countries; in her mm country it -.:ras prohibited ry th2 Constitution. It mi[~ht be 
useful if the Secretariat were to provir'_e infonmtion as to uhat ru1)licity Fas 
bPint given throu2,hout tl1c' 1mrld to arms lir,1itation efforts. 

50. Her clelec;ation attacl,,ed great importa11ce to the Forl<: of the Committee to 
Revie1-r United Eat ions Public Information Policies and P~ctivities, and believed 
that such policies and activities -vrere govern2d by ArticlF- l of the Charter nnd 
by subsec1u2nt United nations resolutions and decisions in the field of information. 
A main feature of the vorl<: of the Ad Eoc Forking Group l12d been that senior staff 
membE'rs of the Departrnent of Public Information and other information units had 
·beeD invited to tal;:e J:lart in a dialogue on uc.ws of improvinc United Hations lJUblic 
inforwation activities. The idea that United Nations inforr11ation executives 
should report on hm-r they had fulfilled <:heir mandate i-ras neu and useful. J\.mong 
the recommendations arisin[; out of that dialoe;ue and reproduced in annex III to the 
Conmittee's report, p2rticul;:,_r attention sho1.:tld be riven to recommendations 2, 5 
and 6 on pace 29. Her delegatioYJ beli2ved that the Horldn[j Group had done valuable 
uorL and that its recommendations provided a good startine; point from. uhich to 
proceed in cleterminin~; novr United Fations information activities should bo 
conducted. Her del'":'gation vas ther2for(' in favour of oxtcmdinc; the Committee 1 s 
;110.ndate. 

51. LiLe tl1e rerort of the r:.:om:t'littee, ti1e report of the E'ecr2tar~r-General on 
lmit·?d i!Gtions Public InformAtion Policic"'s 2TLc Jl_ctivities (./:)34/574) reflected the 
comprehensive uorl= clone by tLc' Secretariat 1 s ~mblic ir,fornation sector ;mel. b;/ 
releve.nt United l!ations bodies. 'I'hc absence of }.:olitical l)o.lance c<.ncl o1Jjectivity 
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in public information activities, inaccuracy, vhich rc:-dv.ced the effectiveness of 
informalJion prepc.•.red b:;r the DepartJ;1ent of Public InforF'ation and the vaste of 
funds 1-rhen the \TrOD[; a:~proach produced results that w~re rejected by I1ember States 
\·:ere among the chief problems confronting DPI. 

52. Her delegation noted 'l·rith interest the contents of documents A/34/148 and 149. 
The establishment of n2.tional information systems in thE' developine; countries, an 
endeavour uhich ve>.s linked to the strue:r:le against imperialism in thP field of 
information and colonialism in the cultural and intellr·ctual spheres, -was a 
sic:snificant factor in efforts to promote political and economic development. Her 
delec;ation also vieued uith interest the passages on co-op2ration in the field of 
information and COII'Jl'llllications contained in the Final Document of the Conference 
of Non-Aligned Countries held in Havana. The concern of d<?veloping countries -vrith 
regard to information -vms also supported by article VI of th" UNESCO Declaration 
on the l'1ass !1edia. 

53. The Declaration adopted at the tenth special session of the General Assembly 
devoted to disarmament included the recommendation that resources released as a 
result of disarmament should be devoted to the economic and social development of 
all nations. In that connexion, her delec£ation believed the.t the resources freed 
by dis~'rnam:'nt coulcl be used to develop national communications systems in the 
developing countries. 

54. The socialist countries had for many years been promoting the develo~Jmc.nt of 
'-1ational information s:;rsteFls ir thP developinc countries by means of exchanges of 
ex:_:;erience about the role of the mass media in social development and tJ..c" 
formulation of communication policies servinn: the national interest. Th"'Y provided 
advanced traininr for media ~ersonnel from developing countries, and technical 
assistance in establishinc; national media systems. Thus, the Journalists 1 Union 
of her mm country co-operated uith journalists 1 unions, groups of journalists from 
the liberation mO'Jer,1ent s and Llinistries of information in more than 30 developinc; 
countries. In its 16 years of existence, th? School of Solidarity sponsored by 
the Journalists' Union had taught the theory and practice of journalism to rr:ore 
than 500 journalists from 39 countries. The Journalists' Union offered UITESCO tvo 
scholarships at the School on a regular basis and had also orranized courses 
abroad. It also hol~.-::d to establish national traininc; institutions in African 
2nd Arab countries. Such efforts illustrated her country's desire to su:"port 
the developing countri('S in their struggle to end tht'ir dependence on the 
impE:rialist countries and th0ir information trusts. 

55. Hr. hUB.A..REZ (Yemen) , sp2akinr: on a point of order, suggested that the 
statements just made by the Assistant Director-General of um::SCO and the 
representative of Tunisia should be reproduced in extenso as official documents 
of the Sp'?cial Political Cormnittee. 

56. The" CHAIFUTAI~ said the>.t, if he heard no objections, ]1,.., vould tnLe it that the 
Comfflittee d2cided to endorse the suggestion made by the representative of Yemen. 

57. It vas so decided. 

Thc_meetine: rose~ at 12.50 p.m. 


