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The meetiny vas called to order at 10.h0 a.n.

LOUEDA TTEDD 53:  QUESTIONS RELATIAC TO TAFORIZCIOW (A/34/21, A/34/146, A/34/1h9.
L/ 307195 and A/3L/5TL)

(a) CC-OPERATION AND ASSISTANCE I THE APPLICATION AND IMPROVEMENT OF NATIONAL
INFORMATION AND IMASS COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS FOR SOCIAL PROGRESS AND
DEVELOFMENT: REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-AI'NERAL OF THE UNITED NATTONS
EDUCATIONMAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGAVIZATION

(b) INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS IN THE SPHERE OF INFORMATION AND MASS CO'MUNICATIONS:
REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-GINIERAL OF THE UWITED IMATIONS EDUCATIOWAL, SCIENTIFIC
AD CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

(¢) UVITED NATIONS PUBLIC INFORMATION POLICIES AND ACTIVITIES:

(i) DCPORT OF THE COIPMITTEE TO REVIEW UNITED NATIONS PUBLIC INFORMATION
POLICIES AND ACTIVITIES

(ii) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY--GENERAL
(4) FREEDOIT OF INFORMATION:
(i) DRAFT DECLARATION ON FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

(ii) DRAFT CONVENTION ON FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

1. iir. 8. I (Under-Secretary-Genersl for Public Information) introducing the
report of the Secretary-General on United Tations public information molicies

and activities (A/3L4/57L) % said that in the six months since he had become head
of the Devartuent of Public Information, he had been made keenly aware that the
present neriod was & particularly fascinating and challenging one where
cornmunication and information were concerned. In the framevorl of General
Asse.bly resolution 33/115, the United liations and its specialized agencies had

a uwajor contribution to make to the establishment of a nev, more just and more
effective world inforuation and cormunication order. Asg early as 1546, the
General Asgembly had stated {(resolution 13 (I)) that the United I"ations could not
achieve the purposes for =hich it had been created unless its work was fully
supported by the peoples of the world. In his report on the Vlork of the
Orsanization to the current session of the Ceneral Assembly (4/34/1) the
Secrevary-Ceneral had said that the United hations nust have solid public support
and understanding, and had expressed the hope that all e ber States wvould help
co build such supnort.

vhe full text of this statement will be issued as a document.
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2. Yhe verpartaent of Public Inforimation hnd received invalusble assistance in
clarifyiny its thinking about current wroblems fror. the discussions which had
talen place during the year in the Committee to RNeviev Unitled Fations Public
Inforuation Policies and Activities and its Ad Hoc Vorlking CGrounm.

S Cf the tioree major challenges vhich the Departrient had to Tace, the Tirst
vas the extent to vhich it should wvork throuh established povernmental and

-3
w7}

on-governmental information a;encies, as opposced to undertakines positive
inforwation activities of its own. In defining the basic wandate of the Denartment
in 1043 the Ceneral Asseably hod stated in resolution 13 (I) that the Departoent
should priuarily assist and rely upon the co-oneration of the established
sovermmental and non-governmental agencies of information to proviie the public
with inforiration about the United l'ations. It should on its own initiative,
ensace in positive inforiuational activities to sunmplerent e services of existing
inforwation agencies vhere they were insufficient to promote an inforied
understanding of the worl: of the United Mations arong the peoples of the world,

b, ihat wandate was gstill valid. As the United .ations could not inforn every
inGividual about its aims and activities, the established umedia outlets nust he
relied upon in the expectation that they ould produce multiplier effects  in
fact, wore vigorous action should be taken to expand the Departrent ‘s relationshing
with non -governmental or-canizations and educaticonal institutions envased in
information.

. llowever , it had been envisaged from the besinning that the Department -ould
have to undertalie nositive informational activities of its own. The Department
had always produced finished information material | and would continue to do so
within its means, but its ability to do so sras now threatened by the decands
placed on it as a result of the proliferation of United Mations meetin-s
conferences and other events. An increasing proportion of the staff was absorbed
by the coverase of Gay-cvo-day events, as distinct from information in depth, with
the result that soime inportant publications had been delayed, and the production
of United .Jations filwms hed been reduced. That was a disouietin, situation as
nedia renorting about the United Mations was far frow satisfactory. fThere was a
clear nee¢ for the United iations to reach the public with its own publications
and filws, in order to supwnlement the information made aveilable throuech
established sovermmental and non-fovernmental media outlets., In fact, it hod been
surrested in the Comrmittee of Ll that the United llations should use a radio
frequency assi~ued to it in vewr York for its own broadcasts in order te counter
the trend towards partial coverare of United "ations activities, vhich had
recently becorie evident in th: hesdguarters area. The Adm1n15trutive Comittee

on Co-ordination had also discussec the possibility of interagency financing

of the publicatior uvcvelonneni Toruw which had so far becn Gependent on voluntory
contrivutions anl was in serious financiel straits. Th- viewrs of eter
thiat point would be useful.

w\a

5. A second set of vproblems hod eucrred in recent vears ac o result of ibhe
adiigsion to the United Fations of wany unev Staces . wst o7 then developing
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recent lobcl insistence on the need for a wmore
o cormurication order , os exrresseC in Ceneral
e Tercrtment was closely followins the internstional

‘ 1 the Lipler entation of the nc vorld 1n10“wat¢on and
co uunieation ordcer  ane the Secretariat vould reflect the outcowe of that debate
in it vlamn Ioprosiraiming.  The Departient had a serious oblipation to
Srovice i ta withoul discririvetion . with a continuous and adeguate
Tigs ol 1. ic the United .catiore. Decause of the less advanced state
of the rational comunication nedia in woge leveloning countries, the Deparirent's

a2t -rial for those countries usvally hac to e available in a Teorw guitoble for
iz ediate use. ‘rhere must also be an acecuate linguistic balance in the

serevtient s outwnul, and Lhoat could pof be achieved vitlout additiouncl resources.
e strincescc: of the Secretary General's vrowmoced nrogramme hutzet for the

biennin 1066m1991 heod nade it inmpos *ale to include a rrovision for the
slisoment of a ruach-needed suall linsuigtic adeptation and oroduction urit.

s
¢
A

. A related asnect of the same problen wvas the crowing nced to divergify the
cent nad Torty of inforuntion raterial to reflect the different preoccupations
ous seritents of tue yublic in the _lenber States. and tleir regional
nitvional ond locel differences. In its report on the United “lations Iaformation

Centres (/34/2379) . the Joint Inspection Unit emphasized the srowins, immortance
erional elerernt in information. The corments of the Lecretary -Genersl on
that report hod been issued in document a/3k/379/Add.1. e was sure that the
Feneral ssserply would ivish United 1ations ficld information activities to be
exanined furtier ir the coaing year with a vicy to strengthening the netvork of
(0 inTormation centres. "he Departuent iras also considerins optionsz to augmenting,
the recional end suvrerional component in the Department as a whole.

S Another aspect of the nrollew. closely linzed to the availability of
resources , vas the fact that the Depnrt.aent vas only ecuipped to voris vith one ol
the 1 "OflL s thrce basic colour television systens, thus placin , television
orsanizavions in wany developing countries at a stron dlsadvantaﬁﬂ,
o A sionificant part of the Departrent s contribution to a wore valanced world
information and communication order was its readiness to cssist in the trainin~ of
coun,; journalists ard broadcasters from develorins, countries, as noted in the
ecretarv--Ceneral ‘s report (A/34/5Th).  Another develoning service within the
uepgrtucat was its vrovision of news and restures on a resular basis to the Fres:s
Agercies Pool of ron-Alirned Countries.

10, Thz third set of problais confrouting his Depertment arose fror. the> limited
esources available for infornation as against the virtually unlimited demand.
t vras a soveriur LaCE that the percentare of the resular United dations budret
evoted to infornaticn cctivities had 1ecllneu Tro.. over 10 per cert in 194G to

less than 4 per cent at the oresent tiwe; Yet pnev roquests for ertra information
ctivities were constantly received fx rious Lnited Vatious orzans. anc O
f the resolutions and decisions of ti Ce.eral Assenbly s thirty thlrd sessi

O £ c*
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had coatained avnecific -—uvlic Tormobici andelos

Jecrecarliat. Js there was no realistic wroc =2cu T
budsetery resources for information “ore ane ber e’
vith the e.distiug resonrces, Ly constaptlv a8S8s51I tbe reLatlvs corita of eneh
of Ctue Denartwment s activities in the lir £ oei neriz. i vrinovv o conce
vag e ecteiligli clearer vrioritics and e tc evelve a mors cohienrsl
syetew of premming . programming; art evalustion

11. as arn dncregsing rumber of importart iatcyraticnsl conferences vere bein,
held under united -otions auspices €701 yeir copfare nce shouvld
incluce an adecuvate infornatio:n: onest Lo sroceedings were
effectivealy covercd. The he-a a

artment had staertes ¥ o stancaridioins the
o

inforwation components Tor ne It aldloe i“vo acc.o on e
i covera_e and the nunber ol leziuruaces
7 the need for Letter co ordination
anc. other units of tie Cecretaric
well estallicghieu giructare of © media wivieiors "o 04e
on, but he vas giving serious consideration to possitle
that structure. oo well os o the need lor 1ore conmgolls ol

[ - - .

procrawnes, rc.oe Sieri’lie uvpe of resourcesr and n.ore co orlinaar.
e fecdpacl.

"f‘{‘

13. vith repard to The quesiins or syeten tride cc-ordinatiir ol laforoiic. ila
Joint nited Mations Inforiation Jomiittes oo riale considrravle :

S
ding the autononous ageucies (o co-ordiscte theis _C?le :
sven to plan jointly for such everts as the Intern~ticun.l feas

and the lleventh bpeci ! Session of the General fissembly on Develonuent al .
Tnternational iconomic Co. onerouicy Vhe Tenrtient vould pursue itz elforts fow
a s 'wmwiﬂ@ apnroach in colleborevion it «n:. ilcizlized agencies anc

1h. lLorever, no aiount of co-ordinstion end harnonization could renlace the aesd
for imaginacion and freshness of apvrcaci allied with the necessary objectivity
and balance. /A recently nublished booklet United iations. TImare and reality
fuestions and angwers about maroserent. finoace and neople sousht to present in
én easily éOlpT“heﬂS¢Dle form some of the basic administrative QWL finencial fects
about the Organization. the response to the bool:let hed been gentrally wositive
and the Department vas considerin , treating other suhjects ol concern to the
United Lations in a sinilar forwmat. In the vival field of public information.
the Dewartuwent looked to the United iJations neberchin as a whole for support anrd

caldance.

)
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15. LQLL}@AEAGTﬁESQLV(Assistant Dircctor-General of UTISCC) © said that ai the

twentieth session of the UITIBCO General Conference, the notion of a new, more just
and more elfective world information and communication order had been at the heart
of 211 the debates on coianunication. “he corsensuz Declaration on Fundamental
Principles conceruins the Contribution of tile llass liedie to Strensthening Peace

and Titernational Understanding, to the Prorotion of iluasan liphts and to Counterinz
lacialism  Apart! ar¢ Incitement to Var (resolution 4/9.3/2) had been adopted

by acclaimation. he General Conference had also discussced the interim report of
the International vomnission for the "tudy of Coummunication Problems, chaired by

v Deer iiaclride and in its final report had invited the Commission to nronose
corerote woasures for the establishiuent of a nwore effective world information and
comnunic «tion oracr. ALO’hcr resolution (L4/0.4/2) requested the Nirector -General

[9)
to old consultetions desisired to lead to the provision to develoning countries
of tecirsolepicsl and other resns Tor vnrowmoting a free flow and a vider and better
boienced eichanre of information of all linds. and to convene for that purnose a
resentatives of Governments, to develop a wroposal for

sloeomilg reetia, of rep
ingvituticnal orrarcements to systeratize collaborative consultation on
coubtunication e veLOxwent activities needs and plans. Those resolutions
cornstituted the fraievorh of 2ll UiITSCO nrogrannies for the immediate future, and
LDLG iven monentiw to th TllnLlules exboried in the concept of a nev vorld

af ion order. In its resolution 33/115 +the CGencral

informotion and ¢
feasgc nad reof seme objectives.
16, Tue Usnirit of Paris' had also been reflected in the internstional debates

on cormmnication
conveciztion in

and seairars ond

hod taken place in the pegt ear. ‘There had bheen increased
cevelonced countrices of the attitudes of thiid world countries
s hea been undertalien he northeria hemignhere to

for international co-operation. It vas increasinsly
ecognized that terests o developed and developins cointries vere
serarasle  tre prosperity of the former being closely vound up with the growth
& develonaent of the latter.

QGVeLOﬁ nesitive
g
in
an

7. The LITIOCO and United "stions resolutions on communication hed been welcomed
Ly the Intcr-ovirmeental Conference ~n Comwnication Policies in Asia and Oceania,
TS20 1 suala Luanur in February 1979 the Conference of !linisters

of 1he (w anization of /frican Unity at Addis Ahoba in April 1979.
srental touncil for the Co-ordination of Information of the

untries =2t Toné in April 1979, the Latin /“merican Federation of

Jour“allsbs meetluL at Caraces in July 1979, aud the Tashkent Seminar for
Journalists, orranized in Senteber 1979 by the ifztional Commission for UNISCO of
tite Soviet Union. In Scptember 1979, the Conference of Heads of State or
Goverument of ilon-Aligned Countries at 'lavana had noted the positive outcome of the
twventieth session of the General Conference of U, 'SCO, and recoznized UMESCO's
positive role in studyings problens of co.munication anc in working tovards a more
balanced flov of 1nlorgation hetireen the Acvelonin. ona the develoucd countries.

vhe full text of this statement will be issued as & docunent.

/oo
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the Conference hod requested UI'NSCO to continue to assist non aligned and
developing countries in settin., up appropriate national and regionil structures
in the field of comrunications and in trainin; technical personnel i: accordence

with General Assenbly resolution 33/115 s, B and (.

18. Dart L of that resolution requested the Director. General of ULTSCO to drat
up a odel plan for co-oneration and assistance in the application and improvenert
of national information and mass communication systems for social prosress and
developuent, including the elaboration of a proposal for institutional
arrangements to systemetize collaborative consultation on cormunicatinn
developnient activities, needs and plens. That nronosal would he elaborated by the
Intergoverniental Planning Conference on Cowwunication Developrent , to ve held in
UuLSCO llouse, Paris, frowm 1k to 21 Anril 19860. At tle invitation of the
Governiient of the United Stetes, a preliuminary meeting of experts was now in
progress in iashington, and was being attended by about 30 specialists including
planncrs, scholars, media practitionerg and develorment administrators. The
Planring Conference itself would provide an owportunity for discussing ways of
channelling to the developing countries the resources needed to create
infrastructures and train personnel in order to brin: about a free flow and =
wider and better balanced exchanse of information. The Conference should olso

try to show how regular consultations between interested countries and agencies
could be achieved to mobilize such resources, and hov the relevant bilatersl and
rultilateral co- operation pro_rammes could be better co- ordinated. The Confercnce
mizht also advise the Director--General on the desirability of seeiin~ to establish
wachinery for imnroving co-operation between UNESCO and other international
ingtitutions involveu in communication. The Generel Assembly might vish to
re-exanine the guestion at its thirty -fifth session in the light of the results

of the Conference.

19. Ile then drew attention to the report of UNTSCO activities from October 1970
to October 1979, contained in document A/3L/140  shich had been submitted in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 33/115 B. That report concerned.
first, the resolutions adopted by the Twentieth ULTSCO Ceneral Conference, second
the principal prosgrammes initiated or continued in the fields of communicatcion
research and policies, the flow of information and development of comrunications
systeils and, third, a background and survey of the activities of the
International Cormrission for the Study of Cowmunication Problems which was to
hold its final session the following week. The two renorts vere corplementary:
one concerned specifically co-~operation and assistance Tor the development of
cormmunications, vhile thc other dealt wore generally with the orpganization of
cormunications systems designed to permit a freer and riore balanced exchanve of
information, and with the practical aspects of the prograrme. Thet
coaplementarity reflected UTELCO's philosophy that the nresent communication
situation could not be reredied, nor could a nevy information order be established
merely by accelerating the transfer of resourcesg and technical and financial
assistance to the developing countries. As the Director-General had said in his
reply to the zeneral policy debate at the Twentieth General Conference. it was
also necessary to protect all the fundamental freedoms and to redesisn the
relationship of couwmunications to knowledze, wealth and nower in order to ensure

/...
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‘ cien n2d heen created in IYTT.  Ir <tort. os omc WwILS(0 cesolution
state o, wiae present communication order in the world was far from satisfactory.

~o. In his rerly to the enszral wolicy dehate at the Twentieth Ceneral
vorference, Jhe Director-Gerercl hal slico enwingired that enerretic stevs must be
telier to assist the countries of the thivd vorld to strensthen their cowmwnicstion
e
V]

e € 2

notential . to develop their infrastructure and to train the
- -
£ ]

necess mel, Tor a freer ana .2ore balanced flow of inforwalion could only
be acli removin- th= obstacles involved . That tasl: continued to prove
iffien international cormunits., TIn fact, the existin: dinbalance ir
cortaunicati sources 24 in tre flov of inforration could not be relregsed
unlegs oin, countries ecouired structures thath -rere cuantitatively anl
aquolite cuat

2. ol the develoment of cornmunication gysterns must encowpass the

2 abl

; infrastructures . satellite links and informetion processin~.
there as & neew for rore coherent comunication volicies, for action -oriented
regscarch, for realistic and creative wlannic~, for thoushtful training, for the
developuent anc sorensthening of national and regicnal institutions in order to
enpend inGigenous means of vroduction., and Tor the nroduction of ecuipment better
suite. to the reculrements of develog C novotive machinery was

alsc nocegsary Lo iwarove ernchan, e otvrever  such

pachinery svoulld ~ot be an end i aboul, the chan <
T U N < evmlw ir countries Torc ¢.Lo. to
cuiune the wolici Sricritios i the Fied :

SONY ANICACTOME cggeniicl tm\ shortare ©
resC LXCe le For tne develon “"Ved 'ith oh

J & 1
Tuag allott to other sectors ol Covelorment. I or
at the international level. priorities must be clearl:r defina” 1 tie naticr :l
level.

20, The dizerepancy betveen etateoien of aticns =’
the importance that ficld vas accorded in vealil ty creabed a major ,;oblewc
Conrunicazlon systeins in cdeveloning countries misht anpear to hove high priority.
tut a closer lool: ofter revealed that they received little firancing or

invest ent. bespite the widely recognized role of communications in =1

derelommert and international unlerstanding, neither lesislators wor it
snazers seened to have followved the puidelines of the policy-makers,

20, .. cupressed the howe thnat the UUZCCO Intergovernmentel Conference on

Comuunication Development. "hich was zcheduled for ipril 1000, would provie

aviyyers to those questions anl woulr help to establish a new. wore just and nmore

effectiv:: information and comwunication order in which ULESCO woull contiuue to

vlay o central role., i SCu svwpreciated the active co-operatior of all the otlher

s encies within the Urited . aticrs eysten. eac% of vhicl:  in carrving out its owvn
1

o

wandots rith dlos ovn L. Lornonng cnd expercise. wust seel to ale the United
Los s Lo s Joelive Docarcoat aproacive to the aspirations of
1 Slo B coeonaivios D 0 520 211 nations and

’ BT R i e ot e - dnTortit oo s o unloation order
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33 'r. DAUTOVI (Italy), speaking as Rapporteur of the Committee to Review United
Mations Public InTormation Policies and Activities, introduced the report of that
Comunittee contained in document A/34/21., He drew attention to the fact that,
because of a lack of conference facilities, the Committee had held only one
continuous session, vhile the rest of its work had been performed in scattered
wmeetings. The results of its activities as reported in document A/34/21 should be
evaluated in that light.

31. In his orening statement, the Chairman of the Committee to Review United
Mations Public Information Policies and Activities had outlined the guidelines the
Committee had followed in carrying out the tasl entrusted to it under General
Assembly resolution 33/115 €, The full text of that statement was contained in
annex 1 of the report. The Chairman's summary of the general debate held from
27 tlay to 1 June 1979 was containad in annex II of the report.

32. The mandate of the Ad Hoc Vorking Group, vhich had been set up because of the
lachk of conference facilities available to the Committee, vas described in the
resolution contained in paragraph 37 of the revort. In compliance with its mandate,
tlhe Working Group had submitted a report to the Committee, which had taken note of
that report and had includsd it, as annex III, in its report to the General
Assembly,

33. As was aprarent in annex IIT, the Vorking Group had made an extensive analysis
of information activities conducted within thr United Mations system. Its
conclusions ranged from general recommendations to svecific suggestions, some of
vhich could be implemented immediately, while others would require more thorough
consideration, The conclusions of the Working Group represented a far-reaching
programme for the future vork of the Committee, in the event that its current
mandate vas renewad by the General Assembly.

34, THe emphasized that the Conmittee had sought to reach a consensus on all the
issues before it, and that that effort had mede it possible to achieve important
results, nctwithstanding the linmited number of meetings it had held. The Committee
had decided to recommend that the General Assembly should renevw its mandate, as

it had indicated in paragraph 48 of the rermort. He drew attention to an error
contained in the last sentence of paragraph 48 of the Inglish version of the
report, which should be corrected to read: "In this connexion, some delegations
mentioned that the mandate should be enlarged.”

35. lr. MESTIRI (Tunisia)¥, speaking in his capacity as Chairman of the Committee
to Noviev United Fations Public Information Policies and Activities, observed that,
as members of the Opecial Political Committee wore aware, the Committee to Review
United Nations Public Information Policies and Activities had so far been unable

to live up to all the expectations placed in it. Yet, in spite of the difficulties
which it had encountered it had produced a report which opened the way for more
detailed consideration of United Nations public information policies and activities.
The vorl done by its Ad Hoc Torline Group had at least permitted a preliminary
corsideration of thot issu-.

*  The full text of this statement will be issued as a2 document.

/oo
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36, As members would recall, it had not been easy to reach agreement on the
composition of the Committee and on the selection of its 41 members. The usual
difficulties inherent in such an exercise uad been compounded by the eagerness of
a large number of delegations to participate in the Committee's work, and it was
only on 4 April 1979 that 2 final docision on its composition had been reached,

The Cormittee's composition continued to be a subject of dcbate, however, for it
had been suggested that its membership be increased to 54 cr 61 or that it should
ba open-ended. Ilie personally advocated full particivation by all those delesations
which ware interested in the Committee's vork and believed that they could male a

useful contribution to It.

37. A second difficulty vhich had seriously impedcd the Committee's functioning
was the lacl of the necessary meeting rooms and conference servicing facilities
vecause of reconstruction work at Headguarters. The result was that it had been
able to meet for only six days. In order to overcome that difficulty, several
delogations had suggested that a number of small vorlkin~g groups should be set un
to deal 1ith the various problsms entrusted to the Committee. Such sroups would
not have required large meeting rooms or interpretation services. Then certain
countrizs had opposed that suggestion, the Group of T7 in the Committee had
introduced a draft resolution calling for the creation of tvo worling groupns to deal
with the Cormittee's two principal tasks, namely to evaluate the policies and
activities of the Department of Public Information and to review and evaluate the
progress made in establishing a new world information order, A consensus on that
draft rosolution had proved impossible because of the categorical rafusal of certain
Western countries to acknowledge that the Committee had any part vhatscever to
play in the establishment of a new world information order. Finally, as a
compromise, 1t had been decided to establish a single working group consisting of
20 members, Unfortunately, that had not solved the problem and the Uorking Group
had had to work under extremely difficult conditions, its non-Inglish-speaking
members being at a particular disadvantage. In addition, the issue of the
interpretation of the Committee's mandate had had to be shelved, with the result
that the problem of its competence with regard to the now vorld information order
remained unresolved.

38. Those problems notwithstanding, the Ad lloc Working CGroup had done significant
vork, he dedication of its Chairman, !Mr. Albornoz of Ecuador, in particular, had
enabled the Committee to submit a number of important comments and recommendations
on the functioning of the Department of Public Information. The question of the
internretation of the Committee's mandate, hovever, demanded an unegquivocal
decision on the part of the General Assembly.

3¢. Anncx IT of the report of the Committee contained in document A/3L/21
vresented a summary of the detailed and interestine general debate which had talen
rlace in the Committee and reproduced the main ideas and concrete proposals
resulting from that debate. The difficulties vhich he had mentioned had »revented
the Committee from undertaking a full examination of the report of the Ad Iloc
Workings Croup, which was renroduced in annex IIT and contained & numbsr of useful

475
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comments aiid prorosals., /Althoush the Ac Jfoc Voriains Group vas still an tha first
stagos of its vork, it hed mrraged to [ ive a precise ictea of hov the Derartment of
Public Inforration fv%Ck10n~u, sthich should cuable the Committee to make en
in~depth vavier of {he Dovariment's role and of the prineiplas which had govern~d
its Tunctioniny sirce the sstavlishment of the United 'aticns. Thoss principies

'

own opening statament to the Committee's ormarizational
enroducad in annesx I fto 1.~ remort.
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Lo, Tn his viev, the main problem vns still one of adarnitins the Dennrtment to a
nev world, as raflected in a transformasé United iations. .0 on: could claim that
tre United Cations had the seme inTormation nezdc and functions in 1670 as in 19045,
Vhils the basic urincinle governine United Tﬂii&rs information activiti:-s had not
changed since 19Le, zeveoral of tho Department's methods must b reviced,

Y,

jav)

(I

W1, Ths Tnd5r~vvcr“1ary—“ﬁnera_ for FPuhlic Information had dravmn attertion to the
proklom of the balance betieen "coverags" cetivitics ond "promotional' activities
narticularly in th=» economic and coct l s;hcr:“. Toat 17as clearlr a nmajor
prollsm, ¢specially sincs covorage, im ttout a wint cue of ervplanatior, miclt not

be accepted, as the modia and corresyondants of develon i cou trice obviocusl s
found it difficult tc ~rasp vhat the crhird world, ond henc: the United atiors,
vas tryin,, to say, and the rich minorit; of the worid's -orulstion obviously Tourd
1t difficult to grasy the ba@ic derends end aspirations of tho tblrd vrerld os

transletaa by the United atdion=.

The Vestern media vere clearly disenchrntad with the Unitad Wations. “hat
had ori-iually worceived as an assat in vhe Zast-""20t rivalry, they now sawr
handicap in the nei Jorth-South schism vnich nad followad th> accossion of
ird world countrics to indsuendence and sovereirnty., That misconcention was
o a lacl of understanding of h>» new world situation on the part of press
media, vhich vere motivated wrimarily by cormercial considerations. The
crtient of Public Information was 1n en excellent nositior to help media

et

—

srondents to o better und-orstending of current problems. The commercial
»o2ch to informetion must be corrvected 1f information vas to be restored to its
wlzez, that of a social reczssity. The search for a more just and balarced

Lororration and communicctions order nmust be so2~ 1 In that context.,

b3, Documoni A/SPC/33/L.5 had already deronstrated the need for a nev world
inferrat ion orisr and had mace specific praciical onroposals as to hotv such an
ord 2w wiLt e established, Tt did not, of coursc, claim to solve ths imnens=
cvobicrg invelved in that task, whkich would firs. roouirs a change in ths montal
siiitL¢\: and verceptions of all concerncd. o5 could be soon T the report of

he Director=General of UIILSCO (A/3L/1L¢), UILSCO was already 4
and valuacle worl in thet or-a and thars vos no auestion

within the United HMations. The latter's tac. sihculd si
rzlevant documsntation nroduccd so that th: General Ass
political dimension vital to its cuccess.

a new vorld

Li, Tae part to he playad by the U c
{ or of any other

1
information order would not limit the activities of UINCC
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international organization vhich war maltdn~ its contri.ution to that uroceoss,
Because of its central nosition within the United Haticrs sirstem, ths Toneral
assombly could provide the nocessary impetus, {aclilitate {ho recsssary ce-ordination
among spe01ullz:u arencies and harmoni tho ofTorts being rads in The fisld of

h-r areas, in vorticulsr with the movement

D

112

inforination with those being made in ot

to ¢stablish th> new international econowic ord-:r. The n2w vorld information

ordar wras motiveted by tho saus concerns as thz Jew International Economic Order

and was indead a corollsry of that objective,

45, Those who sought to estavlish a more Just and hence more fraternal world

order in any solore could not o¢fford to dvell on wrocadural considerations, and

tliere should be no difficulty in mobilizing 21l energies in favour of a na'r

inforrmation order. In thet tremendous undertaliines, no contribution vould be

superiiuous, provided that there ~ras no duplicotion and everyon2 vorled torrards

the same poal., Accordangly he suggested that the Genaral Assswbly, 1in a resolution

xtanding the mandate of the Committes, should recornize the following nrinci les:

(L) the necd for all the snecialized agencies concerned and other organizations to
rtlcwp 'te in the vorls to establish a nev inforumation order; (2) UNDOCO's contral

rolc in the fi21d of information anl commmnication; (3) the co-ordinatins role

yidicn the United Nations could ay, for instance by transmitting to the Genzaral

Asszubly neriodic renorts from 1 th> specialized asencizs concerned; (4) the need

to aarponize technical assistarc to developins countrics in tne area of mass

compuﬂicetjons and communications teclhnolo~vy (5) the ne2d to work tovards the

objectives of a freoe and balencad flov of information and ecoucmic deovelorment

and 5001al Tronress

m i
ol

I o

46, fthosge basic princinlas could provide o framevori for co-onsration in the

Tield of inforration crong all the organs of the United Nations system, and could
nelv to define the part to bs played by th:s Tnited Mations in ths Intergovernmental
Conferencs to be ormanized by UISCC in 19C0 ard in th» machinerv created by tuat
Conference.

L7, He Lelieved thst the Conmittce could rrova to b2 a valuable tool for the
Goueral Assemryly 1f the latter entrustad it vith the tasis which he had nentioned
and gave it a clear and unawbisuous mendate, The daveloping countriecs, for thedir
vart, vorkin:, within the framevork of the Won-Aligned jovement and the Group of 77,
vould try to present Tor action by the Spocial Folitical Cormittee draft
resolutions vwhich clarified th> Coumittee's tasks and could be adoptad by consconsus,
hereby enavling the Geperal Assenwbly and the Committee to nlay a positive rolo

i the field of dnformation. If the price of consensus vias ambigulty, hov2ver, he
vould prefer tuzst such rosclutions were adopted by a majority and l-oft no doubt
about the Committee's mandate, he honacd thet delegations would do all thoy could
to achiove & consansus, 1n the true spirit of the United 'zations.

L8, 1rs., SCHADL (German Dayocratic Republic) observed that information wes nlaying
on Incriasingly dmoortant rols in the lives of peonlc the world over, In the
inteornational arena, cuesticne raletin~ to irTormotion hed c2ased to L2 the
sxclusive donain of soe c;aligt“ and vere increasinzly the subject of dinlomatic
foruas. or the ITirst tim a gnecial chavter on co-oneration ir the fiz2ld of

A
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information among States with different social systems had been included in the
Iinal Act of the Helsinki Conference. The main guastion vas, how could the immense
potential of the mass media be devoted to the cause of peace, mutual understanding
and national independence, rather than to sowing the seeds of discord among
countries and peoples? The United Nations must do all it could to prevent the

mess nmedia from fomenting tension and engaging in propaganda agcinst other
countries and races,

49, Bt the opening of a recent international confersnce on the role of the mass
media, h=ld in Stoclhelnm under UNESCO ausnices, 'r. Sean llacBride had pointed to
the need for objective and true information to b2 published on the arms race and
on offorts to promote disarmament in order to comhat the cold var propaganda
currently being published in the Uest, where "statistical data™ of a strategic and
military nature were being used in a campaign to spur the development of weapons
of masg destruction. At tho current session of the General Assembly, the Foreign
Minister of her country had also emphasized that "the public advocacy by certain
mass media of war, hatred among peoples and the arms race runs counter to the
strengthening of international security™, As early as 1047, the Genoral Assembly
nad adoptad a resolution on measures to be taken against pronazanda and incitement
to a new war, yet such provaganda was still bein~ published, 30 years later, in a
number of countries. \Vlar propaganda was strictly prohibited in the socialist
countries; in her own country 1t vas prohibited by the Constitution. It might be
useful if the Secretariat ware to provide information as to vhat publicity vas
being given throuchout the world to arms limitation efforts,

50. Her delegation attachad great importance to the work of the Committce to
Review United FMations Public Information Policies and Activities, and believed

that such policies and activities were governed by Article 1 of the Charter and

by subsecquent United Illations resolutions and decisions in the field of information.
A main feature of the vork of the Ad Foc Vorking Group had been that senior staff
members of the Department of Public Information and other information units had
been invited to take part in a dialogue on ways of improving United Nations public
information activities. The idea that United Wations information executives

should report on how they had fulfilled their mandate was newv and uscful. Among
the recommendations arising out of that dialogue and reproduced in annex IIT to the
Committee's report, perticular attention should be given to recommendations 2, 5
and 6 on page 29, Her delegation belisved that the Working Group had done valuable
vorl: and that its recommendations provided a geod starting point from vhich to
proceed in determining now United Iations information activities should Lo
conductad, Her delegation was therefore in favour of oxtending the Committee's
wandate,

51. Lilke the report of the Committee, the report of the Secrztary-General on
Unita=d Mations Public Informetion Policios and Activities (4/34/57L) reflected the
comprehensive vorl: done by the Secretariat's public information sector and by
relevent United Liations bodies, The absence of political balance and objectivity
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in public information activities, inaccuracy, which reduced the effectiveness of
information prepured by the Department of Public Inforiation and the waste of
funds when the wrong anproach produced results that wore rejected by lember States
were among the cnief problems confronting DPI.

52, Her delegation noted with interest the contents of documents A/3L4/1L83 and 1Lo,
The establishment of national information systems in the developing countries, an
endeavour vhich was linked to the struprle against imperialism in the field of
information and colonialism in the cultural and intellectual spheres, was a
significant factor in efforts to promote political and economic development., Her
delegation also vieved with interest the passages on co-oparation in the field of
information and communications contained in the Final Document of the Conference
of Hon-Aligned Countries held in Havana., The concern of developing countriesg with
regard to information was also supported by article VI of thr UNESCO Declaration
on the Mass Media,

53. The Declaration adopted at the tenth special session of the General Assembly
devoted to disarmement included the recommendation that resources released as a
result of disarmament should be devoted to the economic and social development of
all nations. In that connexion, her delegation belicved that the resources freed
by disarmam=nt could be used to develop national communications systems in the
developing countries.

54. The socialist countries had for many years been promoting the develonment of
national inTormation systems ir the developing countries by means of exchanges of
exserienc> about the role of the mass media in social development and the
formulation of communication policies servins the national intercst. They provided
advanced training for media versonnel from developing countries, and technical
assistance in establishing national media systems. Thus, the Journalists' Union

of her own country co-operated with journalists' unions, groups of journalists from
the liberation movenents and ministries of information in more than 30 developing
countries, In its 16 years of existence, tho School of Solidarity sponsored by
the Journalists' Union had taught the theory and practice of journalism to more
than 500 journalists from 39 countries. The Journalists' Unijon offered UIIESCO two
scholarships at the School on a regular basis and had also organized courses
abroad. It also helved to establish national training institutions in African

and Arab countriss. Such efforts illustrated her country's desire to surport

the developing countries in their struggle to ond their dependence on the
imperialist countries and their information trusts.

55. lir. MUBAREZ (Yemen), speaking on a point of order, suggested that the
statemonts just made by the Assistant Director-CGensral of UNESCO and the
representative of Tunisia should be reproduced in extenso as official documents
of the Speocial Political Committee.

56. The CHAIFIIAT said that, if he heard no objections, ho would tale it that the
Committee dceided to endorse the suggestion made by the representative of Yemen.

57. t vras so decided.,

The meeling rose at 12.50 p.m.




