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United Nations Regional Centro for Peace and
Disarmwnent in A£rica

Ueport of the Socretary-General

I • INTROOUl,.'TION

1. The General AS80nbly, at its forty-first oossion, adoptQd resolution 41/GO D
of 3 Docomber 1906, ontitled "United Nations Roqional Centre for PeUOQ and
Disarmament in Africa", the text oS; which rgads as followsl

"Tho Goneral Assombly,

"Rocallintj its rosolution 40/151 G ot: 16 Oecemcr 1985,

"Taking noto of the roport of tho Minietodal Meeting of the
Co-ordinating Bureau ot: Non-Alignod Countr ie6 hold at New Delhi from 16 to
19 April 1986, in which the ministers reaffirmed the noad to strengthon the
rolo of regional bodios in loobiUzing support for the World Disarmament
Campa i9n and the realization of its objoot ivo8 and, in that context, welcomed
the establishlllont at Lome ot tho Uilitod Natiollo Regional Centre for Peace and
Disarmanlent in Africa,

"Taking int.o coneiderat ion t:he rOlJort ot: t.he Secretary-General on the
Regional Contre,

"1. Welcol009 tho ostablishment on 1 January 1986 of the United Nations
Reqiona1 Centre f.or Peace and r>iaarrol&mont in AfricaJ

"
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112. Also welcomes the Pl'olll>b.eEls wi th which the SQcrelary-\;enoral has
taken the necessary administrative liltepfJ to ensure tha functioning of the
centre, and requests him to continuo t.o give the Centra (,Ill IlQcessary support,

113. Thanku Member States and international, qovernmontal and
non..governmental organizations that have alr:eady made contributions towards
the functioninq of the centre,

114. Ag8 in appeals to Member States and internat ional, CJovernmental and
non-govermnental organizations to make voluntary contributions to the Contre,

liS. ReqUests the Seoretary-General to report to the Genoral Assembly at
its forty-se,:ond session on the implementation of the present rosolution. 1I

2. The l)resent report is submitted pursuant to paragraph 5 of that rosolution.

11. FUNCTION1NG OF THE CENTRE

3. As tho Seoretary-General stated in his report on the Centre submittod to the
Assembly at its forty-first session (A/,a/G60), tho Centro, whioh was established
in 1986 in accordanoe with Assembly resolution 40/151 G of 16 December 1905, became
uperational in 1986. It was officially inauyurated at its headquarters at Lan~,

Togo, on 24 Ootober 1986, in the presonce of senior official.s of the host
Government and of tho representatives of the Secretaries-G~neralof tho
OrqanizAtion of Afrioan unity (OAU) and of tho United Nations.

4. Structurel In his aforementionod report, the secretary-General stated that ho
hAd established the Centre, in the initial phase, UflGer tho auspioes of the
DepArtment for Disarmament Affairs of the Seotetariat, within the framework of the
World Disarmament Campaign. The Department oota as a fooal point tJor ,,-ordinutirlq
inputs to the aotivities of the Centre by i>er:tinont organs, progralTl\los and agenoies
of the United Nations system.

5. Objectives and activities of tho Centrf!1 Tho General Asaoooly, in its
resolution 40/115 G, decided that the Centre should pr:ovido, upon request,
Bubstantive support for :Lni tiat:. ives and other efforts at: Member States of the
Afl'ican region towilrda the realization of measuros of peaoe, arms 1imi taUon and
disarman~nt in the region, in co-operuti~l with OAU, as woll as co-ordinate the
implementation of reqion8l activities in Ai:dea under the World Disarmament
Campaiqn. The Centre began its activitios in tho latter par:\: of 1986. mainly
wi thin the framewor k of proqraRlnos and act ivi ties under the War ld Disarmament
Campaiqn. In this regard, and in response to L'equests from Governm<mts and the
public in the reqion, tho Centre, espeoially as this was thu first yoar of its
operationa, concentrated on the dissemination of information and on developinq and
expandinq contacts with televant institutions and organizations, as well as tho
public as a whole in Africa, with a vie'" to [Jronvtinq netter understandinq of and
qeneratinq wider support for the objectives of the United Nations in the field of
Deaoe, a[mG limitation and disarmament. With a view to facilitating informatial
and research activities in this field in the r:09ion, the Centre is 6~tting up at
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itD headquarters a reference and dooumentation service on issues of peaoe,
seourity, disarmament and development, especially within the Afrioan context. To
this end, tha Centre would weloome suoh oontributiono as Melllber States,
interqovernmental and non-qovermnental organizations and the publio as a whole may
wish to lllake towards the continued developnent of the reference and docwnentation
service, includinq, aoonq other tbings, books, journals, newspapers and other
publications as well as related library and documentation equipment.

6. Amonq other activities carried out in t,he region within the framework of the
World Disarmament Campaign, representatives uf the Contre visited various
instj,tutiorls, attended seminars and conferenoes and reoeived several vioitors at
the Centro's headquarters, in the course of which disoussions were 'held and
information disseminated on various issues relatinq to peace and disarmament. The
Director of the Centre attended the first regional training programme for Afrioa
ounvened by the World Federation of united Nations Associations and held at Aoora,
Ghana from 16 to 22 June 1987, and made a statement on -The United Nations and the
quest for peaoe and disarmament-. From 23 to 27 June 1987, a representative of the
Centre partioipated in tl1e World Congress of Wanen held at Mosoow under the theme
-'rowards 2000, without nuclear weapons, for peaoe, equaU ty and developmerit-. At
an international seminar at Helsinki sponsored by the Association of Finnish Adult
Education Ot'qanizations, a representative of the Centre made a statement on -The
role of the united Nations in the searoh for peaoe and security in Afrioa-.
Representatives of the Centre also participated in the Third International
conference on Peace and Security in SOuthern Africa, held at Arusha, United
Republio of Tanzania, from 6 to 9 April 1987, and oo-sponsored by the centre for
Foreign Relations, Dar es Salaam, and the International Peace Academy, New York.

7. In connection Wi~l regional aotivities in Afrioa under the World Disarmament
Campaiqn, tho OAU Assembly of Heads of State and Government, in its resolution
NIG/Res. 164 (XXII1) adopted at ita twenty-third ordinary sossion held at Addis
Ababa from 27 to 29 July 1987, oalled upon all eAU member States to pay partioular
attention to the question of disarlft8ment and to ensure ita popularization through
sohools and educational programmes, within the framework of the World Disarmament
Campaign.

8. Furthern~re, and takinq into aocount the decision of the General Assembly in
its resolution 40/151 G that the C~ntre should work in co-operation with eAU, the
Centre partioipated in a number of a~tivitias during 1987 in co-operation with the
OAU. Upon the invitation of the OAU seoretariat, the Centre partioipated in the
meetings held on 25 and 26 February and on 21 July 1987 at Addis Ababa of the OAU
Ad 1I0c COl11nittee of Fourteen member states established by eAU resolution
AiIG/Res. 154 (XXII) t~ carry out a more detailed study of the Lom' Declaration on
Security, Disarmament and Development in Africa and the Programme of Aotion for
Peace, Security and Co-operation in Africa, adopted at the Ministerial Regional
Conferenoe on Seourity, Disarmament and Development in Afrio~, whioh was ~~nvened

by OAU at LOIOO from 13 to 16 August 1985 (see A/40/7€1-S/17537'. Following the
conclusion of the wor k of the Ad H""lO COlll11i ttee, the Assenilly of Heads of State and
Government of OAU, at ita twenty-third ordinary session, decided, by its resolution
AHG/Rea. 164 (XXIII), to endorse the Lom6 occlaration and the programme of Aotion.
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9. 1 n the tE:lxt of the programme of Action, & number of refex:ences were made to
the objectives and activitios of the United Nations Regiunal Centre fot Peace and
Uisarmament in Aft: ica. In particulaL', paragl'uph (I of the Progr~mme CIf Action, as
amended by the Committee aoo endorsed by the Heads of State and GovertUllont stre!'loes
the utmost importance for the Centre to servo as a focal point for promoting
co-ordination and harmonization of raoearch, stUdy, documentation a~ information
activities of the region in the intenelated field of peace, secur ity, disarmament
am developm~nt, in co-operation with the illl:ltitutiolls of the united Nations. It
will be recalled in this connectiol'l that the OAU Assembly of Heads of State and
Government had in its resolution AliG/Res. 154 (XXII) re"ommended t.hat the Centre
work closely with OAU and, in particular, with its Defence Commission and its
Liberation Committee.

10. Following a recommendation by the OAU Ad Hoc Committee of Ji'ourteen that Afr iea
should contribute collectively to the preparations for the convening of the
I nternational Conference on the Helatiollahip betwoen Disarmament and Development by
subanitti J'YiJ to that Conference a document high1 ightirlj Afr ica' s views on the
question, and upon the request of the Ad Hoc Group of Goverrunenta1 Experts
ostablished by the Grou[) of Afdcan States at Unitoll Nations Headquarters to
prepare the draft text of such a documont, the Centre provided assistance to enable
tho Ad noc Group of Governmental Experts to lIIoet, at the Group's request, at Lome
ft'om G to 10 July 19ln. In its resolution AUG/Ros. 164 (XXIII), the OAU Assembly
of Heads of State and Government expressed its gratitude to the United Nations
particularly its Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Africa, for its
invaluable co-operation with the OAU &!!.O.£ Committee.

ll. Upon the request. ot' the OAU Council of Ministers, as reflected in its
resolution CM/1042 (XLIV) adopted at the Council' u forty-fourth r>rdinary session,
held at Addis Ababa from 21 to 26 July 1986, the Centre has been co-operating with
the OAU secretariat in connection with thL oL·ganizf.ltio~l and conveniBJ of a: regional
seminar of African scientists, reseat'chers and institutions on 1\frica's role in the
uso or nucleai: sci~nce for peace £lOO development.

12. Searing in mind its mandate to provide, upon request, substantive support for
initiatives and other efforts of Member states 01" the Africiln region towards the
realization of measures of peace, arms limitutlon and disarmament in the region,
tho Centre, at the request of the Government of Cameroon, is engaged in
preparations tor the initiation of a programme of activities ailned at builning and
stretlJthenil'l;J confidence, security ard developmont within the framework of the
C:conomic COllullunity of Central African States.

13. Staffiw aoo finance: By its resolution 40/151 G, the General Assembly
decided to establish the Centre on the basis of e"isting re'3ourcea and of voluntary
contributions that Member States make to that end. In pa~a9raph 11 of his earlier
report (A/41/660), the Socretary-General had stated tpe following with regard to
staffing and fillfnce:

11'1'he Secretary-General wish~6 to emphasize that, in uccordance with the terms
of resolution 40/151 G by which the Centt'e wus established and in view of the
financial crisis facing the Unitlld Nations, n(;llt!':.~r the regular budget of the
Or(janization nor existing extrahudgpt.ill'y r(~f1()\HC~S can provide additional
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fund ing for the r:entre. 1t is therefore neoossary, in order to ensure the
Centre's viablUty, to ostablish a stable base for ita finanoi,nq.
Consequently, voluntary contributions from Member Stat~s and interested
organizationa and individuals will be needed in ordor to meet staff
requirements and the basio operating and administrative costs of the Centre.
A speoial effort is being made to raise voluntary oontributions and to this
end the Seoretary-General has established within the Seoretariat a trust fund
to reoeive such oontributions ss may be made to the Cent~e.·

14. The Seoretary-General wishes to reaffirm that voluntary oontributions will
oontinue to be needed to ensure the viability and effeotive funotioning of the
Centre, espeoially in view of the Centre's growinq programme of wQtk~ In this
connection, it will be reoalle~ that the General Assembly in its resolution 41/60 D
again appealed to Member States and international, governmental £lild
non-governmental organizations to make voluntary oontributions to the Centr&.
Furthermore, the OAU Assentlly of Heads of State and Government, in its I:osolutiol\
NIG/Res. 164 (XXIII), reaffirmed its appeal to the international yuramunity to
provide aubstantive assistanoe for the effective operation of the Centre. sinoe
the submission of the Seoretary-General's report to the Assembly at ita forty-first
session, Cameroon and Togo have pledged further voluntary contributions to the
Centre. Italy, Norway and Senegal have also made oontributions to the Centre. In
addition, the Ford Foundatiol. h&s announned its deoision to make a oontribution to
the Centre.

15. The Department for Disarmament Affairs and the Department of Publio
Information are holding oonoultations or. the o~solidation of the administ.rat~on of
the Regional Canter and the U~1ited Natioos Information Centre in the iuterest of
qreater economy and efficiency, while the two Centres would remain cUatinct in
their functions. It was proposed, subject to a current review of the role and
functions of the network of united Nations information oentres that thQ Director of
the Regional C~ntre for Peace and Disarmanwmt woul~ conourrently act as Aoting
Director of the Inform~tion centre. Furthermore, efforts are b9ing made to
determine the possible oontribution of other organs, agenoies and programmee of the
United Nationc system towards aosisting the Centre and its work.


