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I. INTAODlICTION

1. In paraqraph 12 of resolution 34/46 of 23 November 1979, the General Assembly
requested the Secretary-Ge1"eral to Drepare a report on internationel conditions and
human liqhts. In its resolution 36/133 of 14 December 1981, the General Assembly,
havinq taken notll oC the Secretllry-General's reoort (A/36/462) requested him to
submit to the Assembly, from the thirty-eighth session on, a biennial progress
r~purt updatinq his initial repOrt.

2. Since the first request ot th~ General As~embly, the Secretary-General has
Ru~itted the initial repOrt and two progress reports (A/38/511 and A/40/677) •
Thin, the third biennial progress rQpOct submitted pursuant to Assembly resolution
36/133, is intended lo supplement the il\formation contained in the ear11er reports
and to refer to some majo( dev~lopments in int~rnational conditions during the past
bwo years that would seem to have & bearing upon the universa! realization of human
riqhts and tundamental froedoms. Information received by the Secretary-General
from Gover nmenta, special !zed agencies bnd internationa 1 orqanizations is conta ined
in sect ion I I I he ~ow.

11. SPECIFIC TOPICS

A. International peace and security

J. Ma\ntenance of international PO&C~ and security is a prerequisite for the
IIn ivers.ll enjoyment or human riqhts. Our inq the period covered by the present
report, situations of international and internal armed conflicts have continued in
several areas of the world and the cost in human lives as well as in disreqard for
the hasic riqhts and freedoms of th~ individual has been high.

4. In its latest annual survey report, for example, the Atockholm International
Peace Research InstitutE> (SIPRIl reported that, in 1986, 36 wars and armed
conflicts were beinq w~ged involvinq over 5 million combatants from 41 nations and
with material support from even more. SIPRI has estimated that 3 to 5 million
peoplp. had been killed durinq the course of those conflicts.

8. Arms limitation and disarmament

'). Over the past two years the si tuation 1n the tie Id of arms limitation and
disarmament, while not substantially changed, has nevertheless evolved in such a
way as to qive rise to somewhat more optimistic expectations. Althouqh military
expenditures have continued to rise, though at a lower rate than in the past,
disarmament n~qot1ation efforts at the bilateral and multilateral levels have
gigniticantly increased.

6. The Human Rights Committee, which functions under the International Coven~nt

on Civi} and Po} itical Riqhts (General Assent>ly reeolution 2200 A (XXI), annexl, in
its report to the General Assembly at it~ fortieth session, reiterat~d that ·while

/. .
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remaining deeply concerned by the toll of human life taken by conventional we~pons

in armed conflicts·, the existence and possible dangers of the use of nuclear
weapons ·are among the greatest threats to the right of life which confront mankind
today·. !I

7. In October 1986, in Reykjavik, the leaders of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and of the United States ot Amer ica diacllssed far-reaching disarmament
measure&. Althouqh no agree~nt WdS reached then, the talks provided a boost to
negotiations in all major disarmament forums. Aa of the preparation of this
report, an agreement h~s been reached in principle by the two parties to conclude a
treaty on the global elimination of United St~tes and Soviet intermediate- and
shorter-range nuclear missiles.

8. In 8eptent>er 1987, agreement was c'>ncluded between the Utlited States and the
Soviet union on the establishment in ~BCOW and in Washington of centres,
nat ionally manned, for the nuclear r hk alert.

9. In September 1986, the Conference on Confidellce- and security-8uilding
Measures and Disarmament in Europe, held at Stockholm wi th t.he part ie ipat ion of
33 r.uropean countries, plus Canada and the united States, succeeded in reaching
agreement on significant confidence-buih'ing measures that will be instrumental in
reducing the risk of war in Europe, creating greater openness in military matters
and ~stablishinq more confidence between East and West.

10. Alao in December 1986, the Treaty of Rarotonga entered into force. The Treaty
provides for a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the South Pacific region.

11. The Conference on Disarmament, the single multilateral dJ.sarmament r;eqotiating
forum of the international community, haa continued its work, inter alia, on the
elaboration of Cl world-wide convention that would ban chemical weApons. In the
period covered by this report, suhstantial progress has been made, particuldrly in
connection with the question of verification, where all sides have displayed a
willingness to find ways and means to ensure compliance with the provisions ot such
a convention.

12. Within the framework of the activities of the World Disarmament Caltl>aign,
regional conferences, seminars and me~tinqs of experts were held, inter alia, in
Egypt, Sweden, Togo, Italy, China and the Soviet Union. They aimea at informing,
educating and generating public understanding and support world-wide for the
objectives of the United Nations in the field of disarmament in an objective,
factual and balanced manner.

13. Pursuant to General Assembly resolutions 40/151 G of 16 December 1985 and
4l/60 J of 3 December 1986, reApectively, the UnHed Nations Region~l Centre for
Peace and Dis~mament in Africa was established at Lome, TOQo, in 1986, and the
United NationS Reqional Centre fat" Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin
Americ~ was established at Lima~ Peru, as of January 1987. The Centres will be
instrumental in co-ordinatinq United Nations efforts at the regional level for the
cromotion of the objectives of peace, disarmament and development.

/ ...
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14. The International Conference on the Relationship between Disarm4lYlent and
Develq>ment was held at New York from 24 August to 11 8eptent>er 1987. Attended by
150 countries repreiSented at a high political level and with the participation of
BOmP 200 representatives of non-governmental organizations fLom all parts of the
world, the Conference adopted unanimously a Final Document (A/CONP.130/39 ,
sect. Ill.

15. The Final Oocument emphasizes that disarmament and development ~re distinct
processes although there are many ways in which they =an reinforce each other.
Both in turn are interlinked with security. A triangular relationship has emerged
conceptually among disarmament, development and aecurity. The Final Document also
recognizes that underdevelopment and lack at development constitute non-military
threats to security and that, thUS, the combined effect of lower, balanced and
verifiable levels of arms and armed forces and greater efforts tor development
qlobally could be instrumental in the establishment of a more stable and s~cure

international system.

C. Terrorism and violence

16. In the period covered by the present report, terrorism •• .:1S not abated ~nd its
cost in human lives and Buttering has not lessened. Both the Security Council and
th~ General Assembly have condemned terrorism in forthright terms and the outlawing
of terrorism remains one of the urgent itel1l'l on tile international aqenda.
Appropr iate form!i of co-·operation must be pursued to abate and eventually halt
terrorist practices.

17. Violent practices such as arbitrary and sunmary executions, torture, <lOO
enforced and involuntary disappearances continue to take place. The use of such
forms of violence by whomsoever concerned is totally unacceptable and the
international conmunity must step UP its efforts to eradic~te SUCh practices as
soon as possible.

D. Development and international e~l~ conditions

18. In various resolutions, the General Assembly has affirmed that the right tn
development is an inalienable human right which must be assured to everyone.
However, international economic conditions during the period have made it difficult
for Governments to ensure to everyone the realization of basic economic and social
rights such as the riqhts to food, shelter and health servicee. Th~ seventt.
session of the United Nations Conterence on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), which
was held from 9 July to 3 August 1987 and which adopted a Final Act (TD/3501,
assessed the world economic situation and recommended by consensus ~asures on
debt, commodilies, tra e and assistance to the least developed counlries. In an
assessment of the world economic situation, the Conference concluded that the world
econany in the 1980s has been character hed by a slow-down in qrowth of demand and
output, qenerally lower rates ot ir.flation, difficulties in many countries in
adaptinq to structural changes, a mounting stock of debt, high real irterest rates,
inddequate net flows of financial resour~e8, shitts in exchange rates, hiqh and

..
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increasinq levels of protection, commodity prices depressed to their lo~~st lev~l

in 50 years, terms-of-trade losses sustained by commodity-exportinq countries, and
d qenerally insecure economic environment in which millions of people still lack
the basic conditiol''l'' for a decent life. The Confert~nc~ found that in the absence
of concerted action, it would be difficult, if not impossible, to find successful
solutions.

19. The Conference reached a broad underst.and ing on the need tor all countr iea to
implement national and irltQrnatlonal policy measures to imorove the environment for
accelerated and sustainable dev~lopment. In that context, the understand .lnq was
reached that there was a need for m~jor market-economy countries to adopt
co-ordinated policies to prollote stable, fIlustainable, non-tnflat ionary growth l:Ind
to strengthen mechanisms for the ongoinq process of multilateral surveillanca of
economic pol icies. Por devel~ed mar.ket-economy countr ies and the soc ialist
countries of Eastern ELOrope, I:here was a need to contcibute to the strenqtheninq of
the production potential of dtwelopinq countries, to improve access tor imports
from those countries and to enhance the flow cf public and private resources to
developinq countries. ~inally, for developing countries, there was a need to
mobilize domestic financial and human resources, to provi~e ~ suitable policy
environment for external finant":ial resources and too reinforce economic co-operation
amonq themselves.

20. The Conference aq['eed that mult Uat.eral economic co-operat ion should be a
continuinq endeavour in the interest of the world economy as a whole. Member
States pledqed themeelves to ~ ,einvigorated effort to strenqthen mUltilateral
co-operation, qrowth and internatiunal t:ade, and to enhance the effer.tiveness of
(JNCTAD as ,)n irrportant instrument of intl'!Cnllt ional economic co-operat ion.

21. The Final Act of the Conferenc~ contains an aqreement on th~ debt problem,
wh ich recognizes that a solut ion to the debt crisis wi 11 he reached only by an
approach based on development, within the framewor~ of an inteqrated, co-operative,
qrowth-or iented strategy that takes into account the par t icular circumstances of
each country.

22. The Final Act states that the objecHve of the co-operative debt strateqy
should be to produce a situation where, in support or the l,roce85 of structura 1
ad justment, dOllleRt ic i:'esources and external resources (fllC ili tated, inter a li a,
throuqh export earnings, new financial flows ~nd/or debt rearranqements) are
sut ficient to finance the oountry' s i~ort and investment requ irements, in order to
ass ist the country to reach on a susta inable basis i t~ qrowth and developrnf\nt
potent ia 1.

23. ']'he Fin.,il Act of the Conference (Also deals with external financinq, dOlOOstic
resources and monetary questions.

E. Equality and non-discr im!.nat Ion

24. The international community is at predent almost midway throuqh the Second
Decade for Action to ColTbat Recism and nacial Discrimination. Much has been done
to promote the ,rinciple of equality and non-discrimination, which is enshrined in

/ ...
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the Charter of the United Nations and in the Universal Declaration of Human Riqhts
(resolution 217 A (U!)). The International Convention on the Blimination ot All
Forms d~ Rar.:ia 1 Discr imination (resol ution 2106 A (XX), annex) ia one of the most
widely ratified international conventions and the Interna~ionalConvention on the
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid (resolution 306~ (XXVIII),
annex), has qatned further ratification or adherence durinq the past two years.
The two bodies established under these Convention., the committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination and the Group of Three of the CommisAion on
HlJman Riqhta, cont inued to contr ibute to the implementation of the provision:;
enshrined in the Conventions and to th6 elimination of all forme of discrimination
based on race, colour, descent or national or ethnic origin, e8pe~ially the
elimination of apartheid in South Africa and Namibia. It has to be recogniz6~,

however, that notwithstandinq the eftorts of ~he international community, apQrchei~

cont inues to wreak havoc upon the human r iqhts of the pe.ople of South Atr lca and
Namibia.

2~. The human c!ghtB situation in South Africa has deteriocated, particularly with
the extension of the state of ernerqency, '"hic'" gives the poHce and s~curity forces
unlimi ted powers of repression with almost total inauni ty from p~o.ecutlon and
imposes draconian measures on the domestic 3nd foreign media. Detention without
charge or tri~J of opponents, even of children, is extensive .a ia toct~re and
ill-treatment of detainees. Political trial. on charge. lelated to political
protests have increased and at present 32 persona are on cleath-row a8 a result of
convictions in trials cvnnected with prot••t again.t ~Jtth.id.

F. Self-determination

26. Sitllations ~cn( inue to exist in ",hi~h poople. are unable to exercise their
r iqht ot self-determinat ion because of colmial or a1i~ dOl'Qi:1at ion or fore tqn
occupation. R~ference may be made in this connection to the report of the
Secre~ry-GeJleraI on this topic (A/42/448).

(j. ~conomic, soda 1 an~ cultu!!.Lr iCJh~

27. The stresses upon the lnternational e,..onomic sy.terr. dur Ing the repartinq
period hav p reAulted in a situatioll in which larqe numbers of people qo daily
wi thout adequate "ood, dr inkinq water, medicines, h..alth services, clothinq or
she Iter.

2B. The International Covendnt on Economic. Social and C~ltural Rights (resolution
2200 1\ (XXI), [tnnel<) has been ratified nr acceded to by 90 Slates. So far, initial
reports have be€!n received fron 49 States parti~g cov.rlng articles 6 to 9 of the
Covenantt 44 Sti.r:es parties have submitted Initial reports covering articles 10
to 12, and initial reports covering articles l~ to l~ have been received from
39 States partieo.

29. In 1987, the rommitlee on Economic, Soclai and Cultural Rights beqan to
function. It held its first session, at Geneva, from 9 to 27 March 1981, at

I . ..
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which it considered 11 rp-ports from eight States parties. In its report, 2/ the
CORlDittee recognized that many States Members of the United Natioos, in spIte ot
ali the etforts they were making, faced special diffi::ulties in prorotinf) the fill!
enjoyment of economic, social and cultural riqhto. Among the sources of those
difficulties was the inaufficient level of socio-economic development in those
States, the difficulties were often compounded by circumstances beyond their
control. In view of those spec ial dif ficult ies, the Comni ttee re i terc'!'ted that the
prOQrp.ssive i~plementation of the Covenaoe was closely linked to the developm~nt

process of ~ach country, thus requirin9 a favourable international context. In
that connection, the Committee expressed its serious concern at the widening gap
betweer developed an~ developing countries, a$ well as at the heavy burd~l of
external indebtedness sutfered by the peo?les of Latin America, Asia and Africa.
In that re~pect, the committee reit~rated its deep concern about the ne~ative

impact of the current international ~oonomic situation, p~rticulaL1y on developing
countries and, in that context, stressed the importance of further strengthening
international co-operation for development and an equitable and just economic order.

H. Civil and pc. 11 tic.. 1 rights

30. Inter~ational co-operation for the universal realization of civil and
pOlitical r.'ghts continues to r~ister progress. During the period under
consider5tion, the Convention against ~ortute and Other ~ruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment (resolution 39/46, annex) has entered lnt~ force and the
Committee against Torture will commence operations shortly. The Convention has so
far been ratified by 25 States.

31. The Internationdl Convenant on Civil and political Rights has currently been
ratified or acceded to by 86 State~ and 38 Stat~s becmne party to the Optional
Protocol to this Covenant. The Hu~n Riqhts Committee, which fu~~tions under this
Covenant, has so far considered initial reports from 71 Stat~s parties and
fOllow-up reports from 19 States parties. It has issued 15 general comments on
various articles of the C~"ena!'\t. Moreover, it has 80 far rei-.dered 77 views under
the Optional Protocol to thp- Covenant.

32. Under the ~irobi Forward-looking Strateqies for the Adv~ncemant of Women i/
an~ the system-wide medium-term plan for women and d~velopment (E/1987/52\,
inter~overnmental bodies ~re striving to achieve significant progress in tne
ratification of the international standards concerning the status of wo~n, to
increase the aw~reness of ~overnm£nts and the public of thoae standards and to
promote compliance with them.

33. The Commission on the Status of Women, by Economic and Soci31 Council
resolution 1983/27, has re~ffirmed ita mandate to consider communications
concerning the status of women, communications dealing with the promotion of
wome~l's rights in the political, economic, chic, social and educational fields and
other conmur,icat ions concerning the status of women. The Conmissi0f'l, ~ur inq each

/ ...
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ses!!ion, sets up a WCJrking qroup that r:eviews the confidential cOl1l'llunlcationa and
brinqs to the attention c.~ the COlmlission those cOlll1lunications, including replies
of Governments, which appear t,j reo/ea 1 a consistent pattern of rel iably attested
injust ices and discr iminatory practices aga inst women. 8y this exere ise thf!
COlll1lis~ion identifiem trends from WhlCh policy decisions can be deriv~d. At its
1~86 session, 4/ th~ Commission on the Status of Women noticed an increase of
physical viole~ce against ~et~ined women (see also Economic and Social Council
resolution 1986/29).

34. The Convention on the Elimination of All Porl1\S of Oiscrimination against WOmen
(General A8~emblY resolution 34/180, annex) hinds 93 States to com~ly with the
provisions ot the Convention c'lncerning roUtical, economic, social and cultural
rights.

35. rh~ COl1lllittee on the EU",\nation of Ouc.;rimlnation against women, established
under the Convention, has held aix sessions, at which it has examined reports
receiveLl from tile S.:.~tes parties. 2/

Ill. INP'ORMT!Ot<i RECEIVBD PROM GOVERNMENTS, SPECIALIZED AGENCIBS,
INTSR<'tOV'BRNMll.,.TAL AND NON-GOVltRNMBNTAL ORGANI~TIONS

A. Government~

ARGENTINA

(Oriqillall Spanish)

(23 July 1987J

1. The CO:lstitutio{,."l .!l'Jthorities of the Argentine Rp-public belipve that one of
the roost ef teeth'e mechanisms for the prQnDt ion and protection of human right!! .ued
fundamental freedoms le the ratification of the intern~tional in£truments drawn UP
for. this purpoHe. The Government therefore endeavour ed, at ter it took office on
10 December 1983, to ratify without delay the various international instruments
designed to guarantee and protect the full enjoyment of human rights. ThUS, in
les8 than four years of democratic government, the following inotruments were
rat if fedl

Rat ificationsl

AIJ'.' '-iean Convention on Human Rights (adopted by Law 23.01)4 at 1 March 1984),

convention on the Elimination of All Porms of Discrimination against Women
(adopted by La'" 23.179 of 8 May 1985),

International Convention on the Suppr~s8ion and Punishment of t~e Crime of
Aparthei~ (adopted by Law 23.221 of 21 Auq.st 1985),

/. "...
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International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Optional Protocol and
International Covenant On Economic, Social.and Cultural Rights (adopted by
Law 23.3133 of 11 April 1986)J

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
PlJnishment (aaopted by Law 23.338 of 30 July 1986) J

Additional Protocols I and 11 to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1~49

(adopted by Law 23.379).

2. MoreOlTer, uncier decree 464/85 of the national executive power, the Col1m\i ttee
on Eligibility for Refugees (CSPARE) was established, its main purpose is to
consider refugee applications submitted by aliens. CBPAU aoplies the norms of the
United Nations Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, of 1951. It should
be noted that, since the adoption of Law 23.160 of 1984, the Convention has been
applied wl thout qeographical restriction.

3. Currently, on strictly humanitarian grounds, the Argentine Republic admits
refugees from any part of the world.

4. It should be added that in international forulIB (United Nations, Organization
of American States and others) the Government of the Irl,gentine R.epublic follows a
policy consistent with the principles set forth in the international instruments it
has ratified.

8rSLORUSSIAN SOYIBT SOCIALIST RBPU8LIC

[Original: Russian)

C3 September 1987]

l~ International co-operation in the promotion and development of respect for
human rights and fundamental freedom, in the view of the ayeloru!llsian SSR, may be
enhanced if all States follow the spiLit arrd letter of t~e united Nations Charter
and strictly inplement the internatiooal le-:*al instrument" adopted by the United
Nations and its bodies ion this field.

2. .An iJl1)Ortant area of united Nations activity is the struggle against flagrant
and m~S$ violations of human rights, above all in ~ituations posing a threat to
intet'national peace &,00 secur ity, which are Q ulcmifastation and consequence of
imperialist policy, racism and racial discrim1na~ion, fascism, aggression and the
suporession of national liberation movements. T,l:i,s was confirmed very clearly in
General Assembly resolution 32/130.

3. A second atea of ac:.:tllTity is that of fOlCmulating new international agreements
and other relevant tumao rights instruments, and of making those as well as
e~istinq instruments t:~ly universal in nature. In this respect# the strengthening
of the 1'iqht to a $afe futl!te would also be a substantial step iu saving succeoding
qene~ations from the scourge of war. The codification of such rights as the right
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to development, to peace, to environmental protection, etc. would definitely
contribute to the enjoyment of human rights.

4. The Byelorussian SSR. supports the proposal made at the Vienna meeting of
representatives of States parties to the Conference on Security and Co-operation in
Europe, in November 1986, to convene in Moscow a representative conference which
would consider the whole range of humanitarian ~o-operation among States parties to
the Helsinki process in the broad context of human rights - civil, political,
economic, social and cultural. The holding of such a conference would undoubtedly
help intensify international co-operation in human rights.

5. The Byelorussian SSR believes that international co-operation in the promotion
and development of respect for human rights should be based on strict observance of
the principles of the Charter, including respect for sovereignty and
non-interference in the internal affairs of States.

6. The inadmissibility of the use of human rights questions as a means of
interference in the internal affairs of countries is made clear, in particular, in
the Declaration on the Inadmissibility of Intervention and Interference in the
Internal Affairs of States, of 9 December 1981.

7. United Nations efforts in all the areas mentionea undoubtedly contribute to
the development of interna~ional co-operation in the promotion of universal respect
for human rights. As may be recalled, the General Assembly, at its forty-first
session, endorsed the initiative of the socialist countries for the establisrunent
of a comprehensive system ~f international security, one of the foundations of
which is the co-operation of States in the humanitarian sphere.

8. Within the United Nations, a broad system of representative bodies concerned
with human rights questions has been developed and is in operationJ they include
the Human Riqhts Committee, the Committee on ~~onondc, Social and Cultural Rights,
the COlmlittee on the Elimination of Raci", D~,'}cd~,"ination and the Comittee on the
Elimination of Discrimination aqainst Malmn ~:n,ich were established in accordance
with international agreements.

9. It is clear that, in these cirC'\Jmstant:""~s,. rat,er than considering the
p.stablishment of any new bodies, posts or proe~~~res, it is better to try to
i~rove the war k and enhance the effectiveness of the existing system of such
bodies.

10. The 8yelorussian SSR is an active supporter of equitable internatioqal
ca-operation in human rights. The Byelorussian SSR's adherence to the humanitarian
principle of universal respect for rights and fundamental freedoms is demonstrated
by the fact chat this principle is enshrined in the Constitution of the Republic.
As a party to many it'!1>Ortant international legal instruments such as the
International Covenants on Human Rights, the International Convention on the
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Cr~e vf Genocide, the Convention On the
Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against
Humanity, the Convention on the Political Rights of Women, the Convention on the
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Elimin~tion ot All Forma ut Di"c:rinination against Wo"",n, and many other
instrument", the Bte1 o,.u~~&hn ~,SR IItr iatly abide. by the obl iqat iono it hao aB8ulToe~

and regu lar Iv Subllli ta repOl" ta ~bou" t.he ir Cult! lment to the apJ.lropr i ate Uni ted
Nacions bodiflB •

.il. In the R~public, as in the countr.y "e oS whol .. , e~'1'tensive work ia being carried
out to er.hance the democrat hation at all aSJ)f'CtiI of public tire, 3trengthfAn
legality and law 2\:ld or<:':er, and rel.L-tbly protect the con et. itut ionll1 rights Ilnd
leqlil interests or .:oil:. hens on Lnft t:>ash of the d.v~lC'rwnent of se If-ml1naqement ll)r
l:"e ~op)e, the '):q.lansLon ot glaIUlcHl.t, and strict observance of the principle of
socla I justice.

COLO"1BIA

[Orlgindlz Spanish)

[ I r; "Illll'~ 19tH)

1. The l;overnmcr.t of Colombia, feQffirminq its yupport tor international le'1al
stan<hrdo, the purpos6R and pr inci~lef:l or the Charter of the Uni t"!d Nat lons IInd
those of the Orq"nlzation c.t American Stat.s, whose obaervanc9 and fulfilment ar.e
eSS!'1t hI in ord:)r to guarantee peaceful coexist"nce and co-operal ion anong States,
and reiterating its faith in the syslem of repres.ntative democracy, the N~st8m

wh iC~l best meets tile l1spiral ion8 of man, linc. wi thin it peoples are ablE' to
achi '.!vo political mllt.lIrity c.nd social and ec')nomia prc,gr ••~, in a context of
freetiom and If>SpeC t. tor human diYlli ty, and a130 consC"iou8 of thfl need to dceedu to
interrl iit ion,11 hllnolln r iqh':a tllsi.;rument8, has signed the followinq Internat iona 1
agrepllI:!nts:

(11) 1ntcrnat iona l. Convenl: ion for the Suppression of the Whi te SI ave rnll fie,
Parie, 4 ~ay 1910,

(::,) Intp-r-American Convention on the Gumtinq ot PoHticltl Riqhhl to Women,
Bogota, 2 May 1949,

(cl Inter-Amef lean Conv6nt ior. on tn~ Grant 1ng ot Ci" i 1 Rights to Women,
Boqota, 2 May 1948,

(d) Convent ion on the Prevent ion and Punlsh'OOnt of the er il1lP. at Ganoe id~,

New York, 12 A'Jquf.lt i949,

(e) International CorNention on the P.limtnation of All rorms of Racid
DiqCT imina1icn, New York, 7 M~rch 1966,

(f) Internat ioraal Covenant on Economic, Soo ial and Cultura 1 RiGhtlJ, New Y0r i<,
16 Decer'her 1966,

(q) Internat lona1 Covenant on Civil and Political Migilta, Now York,
14 Decllmber 196;j )
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(h) Optional Pr.:.>tocol t.o the Int"nHlt ional Covenant on Civil and political
Riqhts, New York, 14 Oef:entwr :Cj66)

(i) Amer ican Cop"ent iun on Human Riqhto (Pact of San Jos'), San Jos',
Costa Rica, 22 November j~69.

/j) Convention on the El.ltnin ... tion ot All Fon,s or Discrimination against
Women, Copenhagen, 17 July 1980.

2. H. is ilTf.lortant to el11>tll,.isize thRt Colontlill has constantly urged the
international conrnunity to increMe support tor dialoque aimed at the peMcetul
settlement of disputes. It h~s also reiterated its unswcrving support tor the
eSDential principlea ot international law, such as the sovereign equality ot
States, rejection of the threat or use ot .0rce in international relations, the
Belf-determination of peoples and non-interference in the internal attahs of.
States. These princtplea, together with the consolidation ot the system ot
intarnationa 1 protocHon of human r iqhta and its eX8cut ing orqanll, torm the 801e
basl9 on which a 8t,.onq and fruitful peace may be asta'lUshed.

J. Similarly, in the internal sphere, the present Government of Colombia has
attached great importance to the promotion, observance, applicability and full
exercise of human riqhts and for this purpose, is working in conjunction with the
variouB governmenta 1 bodieB act ive in th is area in order to give ef fect to the
urqent reconrnendation by the United N<!lt ions that knOl>'ledqe of human rights .hould
be widely d I.sseminl'lted.

B. 'ipeci a lize d a'lenc i ea

INTERNATIONAL I..ABOUR ORGANISATION

(Originals English)

(30 June 1987)

L As J:jtated in the previous rt-ply of t he International [.abour OrganiBaUon (ILO)
(see :,/4 O/f. 771 , a large part ot the 'lctlvitl.es ot IL<> are conotuned with the
promotion and protection of human r iqht.:l.

2. 1-/3 usual, the reprJrtR ot lLO supervisory bodies .1ea1 with specific a.pect. of
human riqhts coming w'thin the competence of ILO and includes

(a) Repor ts ot the COllllli t tet· of Ex per ta on the Appl ical ion of Convent ion 11 and
Recol1l1lelldat".lona (report III /4A) and III (48) submitted to each se811ion of tt.e
Intcrnat J.ollal Labour Confer ence) J

(l~) Reports ot the Conference r:onmittee on the Application of Conventions and
Rpcoltlnendations /includad in the Record ot Proceodings ot the International Labour
CfJnference) J
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(c) Repor tr. or th::- Govern inq hody cOllmi ttee on FrtHHtum of AIIUtx::: lolt ion
(avallftlll~ initially (liS Governing hody do,:::uments, and then puhli::ihed in the U.O
OUichl 8ullet~, Series IU J .

(d) Reports on representatinnn nnd co~lllintf1 made reBPt~ct1v(lly undt!r
articles 24 and 26 of the 11.0 Constitution (,,180 available an indieatbd ir.11lediately
above) •

J. It may also he noted that in the qoneral aeetion of report III (4A), the
Corrmittoft regUlarly deals in recent ycnrs with certain general iaulIea relating to
thB application of the Employment Policy Convention, 1964 (No. 121) an inntrurnent
relevant to the ril]ht to work under <"lrticlo 6 I)f the International Covenant un
f~conomic, 600 ial and Cultura 1 Rightu.

4. 'Ihe CORlllittee has also pre~lenb~d Cl'partEl to the F.conomic and SocL.ll Council,
in accordanot\! wi th ar rangemunta mado under article 18 ot t.he Covenant, on the
prCYJre!'lA made in the ObAel'VanCe of: thp r iqhtn (...ominq wi thin the ncope ot llctivi ties
of ILO.

rj. In the previous reply, refer4'nC,J WlHJ ;l\()UO to the ~ld Lllb).!!!:.~.port, vo!. 1,
!<JB4, volwne 2, 1985, haD l!Iinc{,~ boen pubUuhed. Together, the reports giv,) ,'2.1

over.view ot the main labour iaf.i'leB 1.0 the world.

6. Finally, attention io dr.:lwn to the report .:>f the Direct.or-General suumJ.tted to
eauh 81"8Sion of the International LI,bour Conference. In part 11 of the report,
activHies of ILO in the prevlo l lB ye,~r are Bunmarlze(). Part I o[ the report deals
with df~Lected thellDB, namely, in lq06~ The changing world of worl(~ major i.asUGS
",hetld. and in 198'/1 Reflect ionA on the future of mu Lt i1 atc(ll co-opnrat ionl the
Cl..() perapectiv'.!'.

UNITED NA1'IONS (O~OUCA'I'IONAL, SCH~NTIFIC AND

CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

[Oriyinall French)

[(j .J 1I 1Y 19(j 71

I. Within the framework of Proqr;unme XIlI.2 .- Respect [or human I iqht.n - in 1984
(lNRBCO J aunchod i.l ger itm of ntud ios on measures taken in t\w vur iuw.; countr iea to
"nil ure ttw et feet. iVt.! exerc is~' of ilUmi.ln r iqhls and wayn in which d inadvantaqed
lI(x:ial groups etfectively b(mefit from ilrplementation <,wd adaptation mellflure9 or
hiJV(~ J)ro1ctical ncceH8 to ombudamen, m\?diatora or reqional COUltB.

2. In addition to two atudi(!l3 of a general nature, eight ca Sf! Fltudiml concern,
reHpect iVPly, unemployed persona find miqrants in Italy and the Syrian Arab
HepubUc, hand icapped peq>.le in eanada and Yugoslav h, thl:' elder ly in the Uni Ud
Rt.ates and Ghana and the poor in rndia and Argentina. The case f:ltudieo focus On
rjv<~ I/lt1jOl topicss thtt poor, ttU? unl.?rrployed, migrants, the handicapped and the
plderly. The countrien were ch()f~tm so as to permit a comparat.ivf" nt.udy of the
Vdr hIli!; requlatory, education.'} dnd legal lJnd social ausiatanve f.t~·Ht(~rnn.
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3. On the basis of these studies a meetinq of international experts was held in
December 1985 in Quebec, Canada, g~thering together anthropologists, historians,
jurists and economists, with the aim ot sugqftsting ways and meane o~ improving
action in behalf ot disadv/Sntaged groups such as ethnic minorities, the uneq:lloyed,
refugeee, miqrants, the handicapped ~nd the elderly. The meetinq was organized jn
collaboration with the Canadian Commission ~or UNESCO and L~val University. The
e)Cper ts examined the Atudies car ried out in 1994 /Snd 1985 and suggested ways of
enhanc ing ;lctior. in beha If of tho"o qroups. 'rhe meet ing aroused much interest and
the work of the 13 experts was followed by /Sbout 30 observers and many members of
the public. Several Canadlan personolities participated in the discussion as
moderators.

4. In thftir recommendations, the experts focused on action-oriented research to
analYQe the role ot the inRtitutions desiqned to promote and protect human rights,
the role that could be played by the various dis.~vantaged groups in promoting
human rights and in their comnunity's social, economic and cultural development,
and the way in which the mass media pre~ent I1l@'rmers ot the dieadvantaged groups.
As L.gard~ tr/Sining /Snd in(ormation, the experts recommended the preparation of a
pilot project, assistance to institutions workinq in behalf of such groups in ord.r
to pr.pare programmes and te~ching and informatioll materials, the creation of
regior,al nebtor ks of i"\st i t\~t ions, am a spoc ial sect ion to promte the ef fective
access to human rights by disadvantaged groups within human-rights documentation
centres.

s. Under this programme, UNESCO is also prepar ing, in collaborat ion wi. th the
International Conmission of Jurists (ICJ), an international index o~ iutetnational,
regioral, national, provincial and local institutions (voluntary, p,ivat~,

non-governmental, paragovernmental, governmental, etc.) having information at their
disposal w~ich could facilitate eff~ctive access to human rights by disadvantaged
social qroups such as the poor, the unemployee', miqrants, ethnic, cultural and
religious minorities, the eldArly a~ the handicapped.

6. Under Bubprogranwne XI 1.1 - Studies and research on prejudice, intolerance and
rachm - inforll\al consultations were held at UNESCO headquarters in Parh fr01Tt
30 Mar~h to 2 April 1987, in order to promote comparative research on practi~al

measures to ensure the full exercise of ~ultural rights for mUltilingual,
multifaith and mult~cultural nations. The consultations, which were based or. three
case studies on thd subject under consideratiCYl, covering Canada, Ecuador and
Hungary, gathered toge ~:ler members of national research insti tut ions in ordet' ta
encoutaeje conparat ive L'esearch and scientific exchange; in tha~ field and te;,
examine ways of c::o--ordinating research work and of comnunicating the results to the
deciRion-makers.

7. The particip&ntFl stressed the fact that most States now rt ;ogllized their
diverstty and were attachinq increa~i~g importance to the demands of the variou~

CUltural, religious and lingui~t:ic groups, even though the State often identifie~

it8el~ with a domlnant culture.

8. Nevertheless, certaIn ':lroups, for historic or socio-economic re~,,~ons, were
marginallzed from society. The particir~nts pvint~d out that nation-States had
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of ten beern bu Ht on the my th of re liq i ous or lingu is tic honngene i t Y and tha t tha t
mythical culture was often, in formerly colonial and multi-ethnic r:ountries, thl!t
of the upper middl~ class. The participants explored the extent to which language,
culture and re~igion were used as a means for reflecting the aocial origins of the
various groupe, how general measures facilitated the groups' social mobility, and
how to sat isfy the ir needs and demands.

C. Inter-governmental organizations

O~GANIZATIuN OF AFRICAN UNITY

[Original: French]

[12 June 1987]

1. By decision 115 fXVI)/Rev.l, the Assent>ly of Heads of State and Government
ca Hed on the Secr>tary-General of the Orqanizllt ion of Atr ican Uni ty (OAU) to
organize a restricted hlgh-leve1 meeting in order to prepare a preliminary draft
African Charter on Human an~ Peoples' Rtghts. The Charter would provide,
inter alia, for the establishment of bodies to prumote and protect human and
peoples I rights.

2. In accordance with that decision, a preliminary draft Atrican Charter on Human
and people's Rights that reflected the Afr ican concept of human r lqhts, bas('f) on
the African philosophy of law and meeting Africa's needs, was drawn up by very
high-level African legal experts.

3. That concept should explain the rather or i<.]1na1 content and presentation of
the Charter. It was therefore deemed necessary, in listing the riqhts recognized
and protected tlJl

fa) Give a prominent place to the .>rinciple of non-discrimination)

fb) Emphasize the rules qoverninq thE: ohjp.ctives of OAU as laid down in
article 2 of the Addis Ababa Charter, and particularly the duty of solidarity and
co-operation, sovereignty and the fight ,1ga inst fO[l~ign domination)

(c) Show that African values and mnral teachinq~; are still of great
importance in our societies)

(d) Give economic, social and cult,lral right:; the irrportance they deserve.

1. The initi"tive desclibed above distinguishes the African Charter on Human and
peoples' Rights from the conventions already adop':ed on the subjpct in other
reqions.

>. The draft Charter drawn up at the meeting of experts (;0f!l>r ised two essential
part9: rights and duties, and safeguard measurps.
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6. A meeting of African Ministers of Justice in two sessions conBid~rad and
adopted the African Charter on Human and peoples' Rights.

7. The Charter was then submitted to the Heads of State and Government, who
adopted it at the eighteenth ord inary sossion of the ir Assent> ly, held in ~~a irobi in
June 1981.

8. Two bodies ensure the preservation ef the rights proclaimed and guaranteed,
the Assembly of Heads of State and Government and the African Commissi0n to~ Human
and Peoples' Rights.

9. In the field of promoting human rights the Commission plays an impoLtant but
traditional role. In the ~ield of protection, it gathers information, establishes
the facts, reaches conclusions and makes recommendations to Heads of State and
Government. It is for these to take the appropriate measures to ensure the
protection of human rights.

10. The African Charter On Human and Peoples' Rights entered into force o~

21 October 1986 in accordance with its article 63, paragraph 3, i.e., three months
after receipt by the OAU Secretary-General ol the instrument.s of ratification from
an absolute majority of States members of OAU.

11. The united Nations Charter commits all Member States to respect the objectives
of promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms
without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion. 'rhE:! entry into force of
the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, less than six years after its
adoption, not only demonstrates clearly that African States consider that objective
as an important element in their regional co-ope,ation but also underlines the
clear will of the community of African States to make a commitment to human jignity.

12. The twenty-third ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government, which will be held in Addis Ababa from 27 to 29 July 1988, wi.'.l e.L.act
the 11 members of the African Commission for Human and peoples' Rights (art. 64,
para. 1).

D. Non-governmental organizations

INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF FREg TRADE UNIONS

[Or iginall Engl iHh]

[2~ ~uqust 1987)

1. The Confederation stated that despite certain improvements in SOOle countries,
par ticular ly in those that had rece.,tly returned to delTOcrat ica lly elected
Governments, serious infringements ot. trade union rights had again occurred in many
countries, ranging from a total denial of freedom of association to a gradual
ullC1ermining of these rights, from murder, torture and impr isonment to le1l\1 and
aQmini~rative restrictions and union-busting. In many other countries, even those
wi th 1 onq-establ ished democratic traditions, there were also restr iet ions and

,
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ir.fr inqements ot these r iqhts. (Por ICP'TU there cJlInnot be (\ny double standard& aLl
countries, whatover their political system or level of economic development, must
fully respect the hasic trade union righto in aB circumatl\nces.

2. In the view of ICP'T(J, there was a tendency a.montj GovE-rnments to considAr
respect for trade union riq~td as less important than certain other human rights.
This view had to be strongly rejected. Basic trcd~ union rights were essential to
the eXistonce of free and dOllDcratic societies, in which tr.lde unions could play Cl

constructive role.

3. The orqanization further stated that, in it:.a view, thf.~ full (~xerciRe of trade
union r iqhts WllS possible only under reqimes whit.=h quarantee the tundMlental human
riqhts outlined in the untversal Declaration of human RightfJ. Experienco had shown
that restrictions on trade union rights were more trequently encountered in cases
where qeneral human rights were alao curtailed.

4. ICFTlJ Hubmi tted cl survey on violations of trAd6 union r iqhts (1905/86
and 1986/87) in all parts of the world, from whiwh, ir. it~ view, it bocame clear
that the human r iqhts were frequently violated In o:oapoc't of trade union activitie:l
and that trade unionists were often among the t rst victim.'l of St"te repression.
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