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Promotion of equal ity in education and training 

Austria, Cuba , Ecuador, France, Mexico and Venezuela : 
draft resolution 

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women : Equality , 

Development and Peace , 

Considering that the right t o education is a fundamental hwnan right which must 

be _guaranteed , irrespective of sex, on the basis of equality, as a prerequisit e for 

cultural , social, technological and economic progress, 

Recalling that discrimination against· women is incompatible with human dignity and 

with the welfare of the family and of society , prevents their participation, on 

equal terms with men , in the political , social, economic and cultural life of 

their countries and is an obstacle to the full development of the potential of 

1-:omen to serve their countries and hUilBili ty , 

Reaffirming the urgent need to continue.to seek and implement effective 

programmes and objectives which provide wanen with the same opportunities as men to 

accede to and enjoy the benefits of education and , thus, contribute more fully to 

the achievement of the New International Econanic Order , 

.Recalling the importance of education as a decisive factor in development, 

Reaffirming that each country is primarily responsible for its development 

plans and programmes and, accordingly , for its educational plans and programmes, 

although i t may benefit from intern~tional co-operation, 

Considering that all people irrespective of sex should have equal access to 

all levels of formal and non-formal education and vocati.onal training in all 

sectors of urban and ruPal economy , 
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• J':)'->•·i~ , \ , :-, ◄ t}1· 1 ] (' 
• _·_::-· ,, •-1,: -t. := eve . o. education of girls arid women is much 

lo·,:~r U-,,:..:i tt ;:; t of boys and rnc.:1, particulc1rly in the technical field, 
\''~'· r e,,,., t:, ,,.. tr...,;r·-in~ f · l ::I ···~ • · - ··- • , __ •- <-> 0 gir -s an women in ne:-· technologies is parti-
cul2ry i 1:,;>:>rU.~ t, 

~ttitudinnl and financial constraints constitute major 

2c•h:i C:\·crr:cnt of educational equality of the fe:r,ale 

r, :-,';··.1) ,, ~i 0 :: :i :: i::c:.,,y cotmtri es and thnt teachers and guidance counsellors 
► • ~ •r , , , , • • 1 1·•;, . .1~ n ic J'.l- · t · ,,., , . ,, .:;.'·., .:.:"'·· - "" ~ , c y :i.n rwomo ·ing a process of attitudinal 
(•::::: .::,·:; ' 

... . . 
_1::_:·:· :::_·_:,_: :~:__}'.:_::_ the i rr.portarit role international, £OVernmental and 

Ti~:::-r.r>-.·(i·; ·: : --:; '..:d o?yz.:-1iza L:ions have to play in the promotion of 

1. ;: ! :: : ; : ·.' __ ! .:; r,m•<;:·:1."':'1cnts which have not yet done so to adopt 

;,:··,·i·.r·;::::.~·: : f'u:' t.l :'· e:} :ir::: n.-:!tion of illiteracy wi th the 2im of eradicating 

.i~. bi. :·(,:'e t:1-:: c::j of' the ccnt,ury and, to that end, to adopt special 

l'1i. ·.:-· •• i:·~:: U ) cJi •~.h 1,~ V! '. ·,he illite racy amo:1g wo:11en , who ar·e, in this 

rc::;•:·::i., :n t.ii~- H, .ijo;":Lty; 

2 . !:_).:::: 1·c~u(~~-; ts c;ovcrnmcnts to try to increase 'their education 

b-.; ;:c.-:·\.~; \!p t o , !: 1 .1dcqu~~ t.,e perccntngc and where they h c1vc not yet done 

!:o , u;" t.o ~t j e:!:;t. 7 or 8 per cent of their eross national products , 

r:~'2z-,:--d:i n:~ t.o U 12i 1· natio:,al plans and prograimies, so that existing 

;J10r: .. ~:.::.i.. ;,l: . .s c ;_;1 b~ eljr:-:inated and education ca11 contribute fully to 

3. U !'-~1 r-couc::t~ f:.overw:snts which have not yet done so to 

i nt.rc:it:cc Vi,;, n~cc:::sa ry r efo:r;r.s i.n their nati onal pJ.c1ns and progrnmrnes to 

e;1:,t~:~e u ~:::t (:;ju~ ?. t i cri ! and in particular thc.t of girls and women, gives 

frc5h .iJ,: j)C' ~~i::; t o the teaching of the sciences and to the strengthening 

0f th (: tie~; be:t.\·:eei; th~ educational system and the working world , taking 

ch.:~~ accc~,m~. or t,hc aspir~ tions and cultural values of each people, and , 

i.:Cccr-d i r.r:;1 ·i, 'i:.o cn~-mre that educational plannins pro:notes the partici­

p3~.ic :·1 ,::-1: in:.-:;:,:_;:-ation of all groups and institutions involved in formal 

O!" : ;0,,-fo~;,:=-:.l cduco'.:.ional activi ties; 

4. Dc.::::~tc.le:_., ~~o r equest governments to devote particular at tent.ion 

t o the p1'0::;oL:rJ:. , orr,anization and program:::inc of vocational training 

f or 0 irJ ~ 2.:·1~: ,•:o~r:s:1 at both the c le;::sntary arid a dvanced levels in 

O:' ,~S:' :·.0 ,~: :.'-~:::'e e~u=<li i:,y cf opp~rtu.:'1i ty, ec;ual access to and acquisition 

of ::cccs::;;ry c;uclj f:icatio:-:s and sl(i l ls to enable their full and eqval 
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parti~ipation in the econcxnic and. social development of their countries, 

and unges gover~ents to develop,. in particular, policies and programmes 

to enhance the enrolment of girls and wanen in all technical inst.itute 

courses and training programmes, particularly those for the development, 

operation and management of new technologies; 

5. Urges governments and relevant United Nations agencies to promote , · 
• 

as a matter of priority, the increased and accellerated access of • 

women, particularly in developing countries, to training in economic, 

scientific and technological fields, in order to facilitate their real 

and equal participation in the decision-making processes and the 

economic and social development of their countries; 

6. Recommends that governments take steps to facilitate the 

access of wcxnen, desirous of reenteFing professional life, to all 

levels of education, e.g. by developing informal, recurrent, lifelong 

educational progranmes together with special counselling and facilities, 

taking into account the family responsibilities of such wcxnen; 

7. Recamnends that governments should consider, in co-operation 

with the specialized agencies of the United Nations system, in parti- • 

cular with UNESCO, measures aimed at reducing and eliminating financial 

barriers to equal education of the sexes, such as fr~e schooling at 

all J.~vels and at all public educational institutions, free procurement 

of educational materials and special allowances for poor families,;~as 

well as scholarships for girls and wanen; 

8. Also requests States shich have not yet done so to include 

in their national objectives and plans measures to increase educational 

services, in particular, for the most underprivileged sectors of the 
population in the r~al and urban areas where we.men are pr.iJDarily affected, 

such as the. introduction of canpulsory schooling at the primary level, 

open systems of education for adults, decentralization and expansion 

of facilitiP.~, promotion of boarding facilities, introduction of 

free or in, ·xp-ensive means of transportation and introduction of mobile 

or travelling schools; 

9. Encourages governments to take into account, in the organization 

of the educational systems of their countries, special living conditions 

of the female population, and to consider supporting measures such as the 



A/CONF. 911/C.l/L. 311 
page 4 

introaucti_on of flexible time- schedules in the educational f'acilities. 

and the cst2blishment of day care centres. 

10. Reco~ends that governments take steps to increase the role 
of teachers and guidance counsellors in the promotion of educational · 

equality of the -sexes by inter alia: (a) increasing the nunber of 

teachers and guidance counsellors and in particular where they are still 

undcr_-rC?!'C~!.:ntcd of' fc."T!ale teachers, counsellors and administrators at 

all level!>; ( b) i~1troducing and expanding inservice and pre-service 

trainin~ for teachers and vocational guidance counsellors (including those 

out!:;idc the: .school system) to sensitize teachers to the problems which impede 

cductlUo:1z:l equality, in particular to stereotyped assumptions which inhibit 

r,irl!.; 1 c.:luc;lUon~l o;)portunities and to enable them to widen educational and 

vocnUo:121 cho:i.CC!:; of c;irls; 

11. lln~e~; c;ovcrr1.'"!"!~nts to take all necessary measures to eliminate 

sex 0:...crc:o:...ypcs fro:n educational materials at all levels; 

12. Urr.cs eovernmcnts, in a position to do so, to provide special 

assistnncc to developin0 countries, if they ·so desire it, in the implementation 

of measures desi£,ned to promote educational equality, and as necessary to 

incrca~e such assistance; 

13. Requests UNESCO to make the necessary arrangements to ensure that, 

at the next General Conference, priority is given to matters relating to 

the educatio:1 of wo:nen. 




