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I. TINTRODUCTI1ON

1. The Generai Arsembly, in its resolution 37,52 of 3 Dacember 1982, adopted the
World Programmae of Action concerning Disabled Persons) Iin ite repolution 37/53 of
3 December 1982, the Assembly proclaimed the United Natione Decade of Disabled
Persona, 1983-1992, and requested the Secretary-General to explore the possibility
of convening in 1987 a meeting of experts, composed mainly of dimabled perasons, to
prepare a report that would enable him to help the Assembly at its forty-second
session to evaluate the implementation of the World Programme of Action, as
provided for in resolution 39/26 of 23 Novembher 1984.

2, The present report has been prepared pursuant to General Assembly
resolution 39/26.

3. Further to the request of th. General Assembly, the Secretary-General conv:ned
the Global Meeting of Experts to Review the Implementation of the World Programne
of Actlon concerning Disabled Persons at the Mid-Point of the United Nations Decude
of Disabled Persons from 17 to 22 August 19587 at Stoockholm, at the invitation of
the Government of Sweden. The Meeting was the firamt major international event of
tlle Decade to be organized by the United Nations.

4, The Global Meeting, precuded by regional meetings organized hy different
regional entities, included 23 experts in the fiald of disability, selected in
their indivicual capacities and on the basis of quitahle geographical
distribution. Also atending as observers were more than 30 representatives from
the United Nations syitem and intergovarnmental and non-governmental
organizations. The six-~day Mceting represented the firs. such cccasion on which
the majority of the expertm (15) were persons with disabiiities, It was also the
first time that a United Nations meeting used sign language interpretation, as well
an documentation in Draille and audio-cassette fcrm, made possible through the
Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade of Disahled Persons, as well as the
Aupport and co-operation of external sources,

5. Taking into account the financial and time constraints of the Global Meetinq,
its agenda focused on two main pointsy; first, selected lssues of the highest
priority, such as prevention, rehabilitation, equalization of opportunities and the
role of disabied people and their organizations) and second, the ldentification of
priority areas for action during the remainder of the Decada.

6. The documentation for the Globhal Meeting included: Provisional agenda
(CSDHA/DDP/GME/1) 3 Annotated provisional agenda (CSDHA/DDP/GME/2); Re-ort on
analysis of monitoring questionnaire (CSDHA/DDP/GME/3)); Development of statisti.s
for monitoring the implementation of the World Programme of Action concerning
Disablel Persons, 1983-1992 (CCDHA/DDP/GME/4); and Consolidated findinga and
tacommendations emanating from regional reports regarding the 1987 review of the
implementation of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons
(CSDHA/DDP /GME/5) .
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7. The report on analysis of monitoring questionnaire, first circulated in 1985,
wag prepared by the Secretariat. Based on replies from 82 Governments, it
examined, from the perspect ive of those Governments, the extent to which there has
been progress in achieving the qoals of the World Programme of Action, and analysed
exiating trends and ways of accelerating progresa. Moreover, the United Nationa
Statistical Office, with support from the United Nations becade of Disabled
Parsons, prepared a working document, in which statistical sources on disability
were identified and documented for 76 countries or areas for the period 1980-1986,
and for an additional 19 countries or areas for the period 196vu-1979,

e, On the occasion of the Global Meeting and for the first time, 12 individuals
and organizations were awarded special testimonials by the inited Na-ions in
appreciation of their service to the cause of disabled persons.

II. CONSIDERATION OF THE PROGRESS MADFE AND OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED
IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WORLD PROGRAMME OF ACTION
CONCERNING DISABLFD PERSONS

9. The Global Meeting of Experts recognized that the World Programme of Action
concerning Disabled Persona remaing a valuable quide for those seeking to improve
the economic, social and physical conditions of disabled people. 1t waas seen to
have set forth a new and challenging approach to disability and thus to represent a
step forward in soocial thinking. However, the Global Meeting found that the World
Programme of Action was not well known and, tharefore, had not been widely
implemented duriig the £i.at half of the Decada.

10, Among the major achievements of the first five yoars of the Decade, identified
at the Global Meetinq, were the increased awarenoss of the problems and righta of
persons suffering from physical, mental and sensorial disahilities) the growth of
organizations of disabled people) Lhe substantial increase in the number of
national population censuses or household surveys with disability-related
questionoy and a gqrowing application of the concept of community-based services.

11. The obstacles to progress identified at the Global Meeting li:cludeds resource
constraints in the United Na:iona affectiny its leadership role in the promotion of
the Decade and the World Programme of Actiony insufficient and inadequate
information on the Decadej the limited resources available and the low pricrity
assigned to programmes related to digability in most countriesy the lack of
participation by disabled persons in the decision-making process) and the lack cf
co~ordination at the national, reqional and intarnational levels. Moreover,
apeclfic reference was made to the fact that, in most countries, especially in the
duvaloping world, there were no comprehensive social security systems to prcvide
asnistance to disabled persons and their families.

12. At the Global Meeting, it was acknowledged that several groups in the
population which included@ large numbers ot disabl.d persons had received little
attention. Those groups includad persons with mental impairment, disabled women,
persons with hearing impairment, the elderly disabled, disabled children without
familv 2r fcom miqrant families or retfugee families, disabled migrants and
refugeas, and people with multiple disabilitiesn.

/oo



A/42/361
English
Page 4

III. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ACTION DURING THE SECOND HALF
OF THE DECADE

13. Recognizing the inperative and urgent need to reactivate the Decade and to
promote the mnre vigorous implementation of the cbjectives of the World Programme
of Action, the Global Meeting of Experts requested the General Assembly to give
higher priority to the promotion of the Decade through a number of measures. It
adopted 30 recommendations for action at all levels during the second half of “he
Decade. The recommendations addressed to the United Nations are presented below.

1l4. Among the recommendations for action at the international level, the Glotal
Meeting requested the General Assambly to convene a special conference on the human
rights of disabled people, with the mandate to elucidate such rights and to draft
an international convention on the elimination of all forme of discrimination, to
be ratified by States by the end of the Decade.

15. 1In reviewing this recommendation, the General Assembly may wish Lo consider as
a possible alternative the advisability of setting up an intergovernmantal working
group to consider the stepe necessary for the drafting of such a convention and a
suitable timetable to ensure its inplementation before the end of the Decade.

16, The Global Meeting also requested the General Assembly to launch a
comprehensive public information and education campaign portraying disabled people
as equal members of society. It is noted that public information/education had
always been considered to be vne of the priority areas in promotiny the World
Programme of Action. It should be stressed, however, that the General Assembly
proclaimed the United Nations Decade of Digabled Persons with no additional
resources provided for its activities.

17. Speaecial planning for United Nations activities in this area could include:
reprinting and disseminating the World Programme of Action in ink-print, Braille
and/or audio-cagsette form, devising new and innovative means of publiiciziag the
Decade, and taking into consideration the special needs of persons with visual and
hearing {mpairments by ensuring the systematic reproduction of materials in
suitable forms, Ways for the United Nations to ensure access to United Nations
material in forms suitable for persons with sight or hearing impairments may also
be explored.

18. 1t may also he useful to rationalize the work by focusing the attention of
public information activities on a different issue for each remaining year of the
Decade. Taking into account the discussions of the Global Meeting of Experts
regarding population groups deserving special attention, focus could be placed each
year on one of the following categorlies: (a) disabled women; (b) persons with
mental disabilities; (c) elderly disabled persons; (d) persons with hearing
impairmenty (e) disabled refuuees and migrants; and (f) persons with multiple
disabllities, This kind of activity could be carried uut in connection with other
existing ongoing programmes cracerning these specific population groups.

/oo



A/42/561
English
Page 5

19, The Global Meeting alao renquested the United Nations to set up a secretariat
for the remainder of the Decade, similar to that established for the lnternational
Year of Disabled Persons, 1t was recommended that the secretariat should be under
the direct supervision of the Head of the Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs, For the effective implementation of the programmes and
activities to be carried out by the secretariat, it was further recommended that
both budgetary and extrabudgetary funds should be directly available to the Head of
the Centre.

20. During the International Year of Disabled Persons, in order to co-ordinate the
technical and administrative measures taken to implement the lnternational Year of
Disabled Persons Plan of Action, a secretariat for the year had been established
within the Centre for Social Development and Humanitar.an Affairs. After the
celebration of the Year, the secretariat was disbanded and a new organizational
structure, the Disabled Persons Unit, which forme an integral part of the Centre
for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, was set up.

21. The Global Meeting also requested that an advisory council of experts with a
high level of experience in disability be established, according to United Nations
practice, to give expert advice to the Head of the Centre for Social Development
and Humanitarian Affairs in the planning and implementation of relevant programmes
and activities) in establishing this council, due consideration should be given to
the appropriate representation of disabled persons,

22. With regard to technical co-operation activities, the Global Meetiny requested
that Governments include projects on disability prevention, education and training
of disabled persons and their social integration in technical co-operation
programmes financed by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and that
development co-operation agencies and bodies co-operate with organizations of
digcabled persons to ensure that their budgets include programmes that benefit and
are accessible to disabled persons, It further recommended that the Administrator
of UNDP be entrusted with the management of a mechanism to fund projects and
activities to promote the purposes of the World Programme of Action concerning
Nisabled Persons and that this mechanism be advised by a committee comprised
primarily of disabled persons.

23. The General Asser .y has repeatedly invited Member States to accord high
priority to projects and activities of benefit to dieabled persons, and his reports
to the General Assembly on the implementation of the World Programme of Action
concerning Disabled Persons have documented progress achieved in this area.
Moreover, the General Assembly reaffirmed at its forty-first session, in 1986, that
the resources of the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade of Disubled
Persons should be used to support catalytic and innovative activities to implement
further the objectives of the World Programme of Action within the framework cf the
United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, with pricrity to programmes and projects
of least developed countries.

24. Since becoming operational ir 1980, the Fund has provided nearly $US 2 million

to 78 projects and activities which aim at furthering the implementation of the
world Programme of Action. By the mid-point of the Decade, two thirds of the
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resources of the Fund had been disbursed for building national and regional
capacities in the disability field, 1n addition, more than threa fifths of the
Fund-agsisted projects were implemented by orgarizations of, or concerned with
disabled persons. Working in close co-operation with Governments, concerned
members of the United Nations system for developmont co-operation and organizations
of disabled persons, the Fund has provided seed-money, which has been instrumental
in ensuring that catalytic and innovative activities in the disability field, not
presently covered by other members of the United Nations system, are carried out
and that disability-related concerns are effectively incorporated in mainstream
development efforts. 1In this way, the Fund provides an important complement to
disability-related activities by the United Nations system as a whole.

25, As part of the new arrangemente in Vienna, managerial responsibilities for the
Fund were transferred from the Under-Secretary=-General for International Economic
and Social Affairs to the Director-General of the lnited Nations Office at Vienna.
Consequently, managerial and subastantive responsibilities for Fund operations have
been consolidated at one duty station, Financial review of grants to be made from
the resources of the Fund remains with the Department of Administration and
Management at United Nations Headquarters. 1In addition, the operations of the Fund
have been reinforced and streamlined through the establishment in the Centre for
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs of a Trust Fund Operations Committee,
which, inter alia, reviews project funding proposals prior to the submission of
funding recommendations for financial approval. This has also served to strengthen
the interdisciplinary content of the operations of the Fund.

26. It is, however, not clear whether the recommendation of the Global Meetinqg is
for a new fund to be set up within UNDP or for the existing Voluntary Fund to ba
transferved to UNDP. A new fund would clearly duplicate effourts. The existing
Fund should be retained at the site of the focal point for the Decade, that is to
say in the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs., The Fund has
been playing an essential role, both substantively and financially, in furthering
the implementation of the objectives of the World Programme of Action, and has been
constrained only by the lack of adequate resources. The current management and
administrative arrangements for the Fund in their streamlined and improved form are
well-suited to the requirements envisaged during the second half of the Decade and
bevond. The continued availability of this instrument in Vienna remains vital to
the successful execution of the measures being taken by the Director-General of the
United Nations Office at Vienna to reinvigorate the activities of the United
Nations in support of the World Programme of Action.

27. It is noted that the level of contributions to the Fund has declined, as
indicated in paragraphs 52 and 53 of the report on the implementation of the World
Programme of Action (A/42/551). As part of the efforts to remedy this situation,
the Fund participates in the annual pledging conferences for United Nations
operational activities and, pursuant to guidance received from the General
Assembly, circulatea perjodically a select annotated list of project proposals
awaiting financing. Consultations with organizations of or concerned with disabled
persons could be instituted in the biennium 1988-1989, within the framework of
United Nations inter-agency meetings on the Decade, with a view to enhancing the
role of the Fund as well as to broadening and Increasing its sources of financial

support.
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28. The Glohal Meeting uraed the United Nations to take immediate action to
irplement one of the main themes of the World Programme of Action, namely,
consultation with organizations representing disabled people to allow them to
mnitor and evaluate within each body all plans, orojocts and activities concerning
disabled people. In order to make such consultation possible, the Global Meeting
requested that the funding of organizations of disabled people be given the highest
priority by the United Nations and Governments, with special emphasis on training
in leadership and income-generation,

29, The Global Meeting requested the Sacretary-General to implement an
international information system with co-ordinated procedures for collection,
compilation and distriliution of information; to this end, items about disability
should be included in regular popuiation census reports and national household
surveys, and all countries should be urged to contribute the resulting data to the
United Nations. It recommended that the concepts and language of the World
Programme of Action should be used in surveys and information programmes, and that
organizations concerned with disabled people should be involved in the planning and
implementation of such surveys and information programmes. The Global Meeting
further requested that such an information system should be accessible to disabled
people, whatever their impairment.

30. The fifth inter~agency meeting on the United Nations Decade of Disabled
Persong held at Vienna from 18 to 20 Pebruary 1987, recommended the esatablishment
of an information network on disability, to be located in the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitavian Affeirs and linked with existing data banks inside and
outside the United Nations syetem. It requested a feaeibility studv on the
resource requirements before further consideration of this project.

31. A preliminary study is being undertaken as soon as possible to ascertain the
requirements and time-frame for such a project, so that it could be completed
during the second half of the Decade. In this undertaking, the Secretary-General
is seeking to enlist the support and co-operation of those countries and
organizations which have accumulated some experience in this field,

32, The Global Meeting also requested that the United Nations convene meetings of
decision makers from both developed and developing countries to emphasize the
importance of implementing the World Programme of Action and to develop procedures
for co-operation in this regard. It further requested that a series of technical
meetings take place before 1992, at which time a global corference should be held,
similar to that held at the end of the United Nations Decade for Women, to develop
follow-up initiatives for the Decade to the year 2000.

33. The Globai Meeting further urged the United Nations to formulate and implement
a personnel policy designed to employ more disabled persons in the United Nations
system. In this regard, the Secretary-Genaral was requested to report annually to
the General Assembly on the status of disabled persons employed in the United
Nations system.
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34. It i8 noted that similar requests have been made in General Assembly
regolutions 37/53 of 18 February 1983 and 39/26 of 21 December 1984, respectively.
In response to those resolutions, the Secretary-General informed the General
Assembly at its thirty-ninth, fortieth and forty-first sessions of developments in
rmat ters8 concerning employment of disabled persons within the United Nations system
(A/39/191, paras. 1)0-114, A/40/728, paras. 37-49, and A/41/605, paraa, 32-35).

35, 8imilarly, the question of equal ermployment opportunities for disabled persons
within the United Nations system has been on the agenda of the inter-agency
meetings on the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persona since 1983, Further to
discussions at the third and fourth inter-agency meetings, the Office of Human
Resources Management prepared a draft plan for the employment of disabled persons
in the United Nations system. At the fifth inter-agency meeting in early 1987, it
was noted that the draft plan was being reviewed by the staff-management mechanisms
of the United Nations Secretariat, after which it would be finalized.

36. The Global Meeting recommended that a complete report on the Disability
Statistics Data Base should be prepared by the Secretary-General and made available
to interested Governments and non-governmental organizations, including
organizations of disabled persons and researchers, as well as to the United Nations
system for further analysis and policy applications. 1In this regard, in the
regular programme of the United Nations Statistical Office efforts are continuing
to develop and disseminate statistics and indicators on disability.

37. Another recommendation of the Global Meeting was that international efforts
should be made towards the preparation of country profiles on existing legislation
regarding disability, its implementation and enforcement in order to clarify the
current status of this legislation and to prepare guidelines, where none exist, for
comprehensive legislation to promote and protect the rijhts of disabled persons.

38. The Secretary-General notes that an International Expert Meeting on
Legislation for Equalization of Opportunities for people with Disabilities was
convened at Vienng from 2 to 6 June 1986 with collaboration between the United
Nations and an international non-governmental organizatior, Rehabilitation
International, The recommendations of that meeting could serve as a guide to
making legislation an important tool for changing social policy and confirming the
fundamental rights of disabled people as citizens within society.

39. The Global Meeting also requested that sign language interpretation be made
available when needed at meetings of the United Nations system.

40. 1In recent years, the United Nations commissioned three studies on access to
documents and information for persons with sensorial disabilities, which were
undertaken by consultants who are themselves disabled. The recommendations
contained therein are being implemented to the extent feasible,

41. At the regional level, the Global Meeting requested that the regional
comnissions, particularly in the developing world, he strengthened as focal points
for the promotion of technical co-operation acivities and the sharing of national
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regsources for purposes of personnel training, exchange of information, policy and
programme development, and reosearch, It also requested that the activities or
gervices for technical co-operation support be encouraged.

42, Regional inputs to the Global Meoting of Experts demonstrated the congcern and
need for co-ordinated efforts to maximize tho scarce resources available at the
natlonal level,

43, Among its recommendations for action at the national level, the Global Meeting
considered, inter alia: the need for comprehensive legislation to ensure the civil
rights of people with disabllities; the need for special guidelines to deal with
the specific rights of people with communications disabilities) and the importance
of 1ncluding projects for the prevention of disability, education or training of
disabled percons and their socio-economic integration into society in technical
co~operation programmos.

44. Also mentioned in the recommendations for action at the national level was the
need for priority attention to be given to: the development of organizations of
disabled persons; programmes to implement the right of disabled persons to
employment) the extension of social security systems to provide services and
support for disabled people and their families; the maximum use of existing
facilities and services for disability prevention and rehabilitation; the
improvement of the situation of disabled women; and the developmant of services and
facilities to assist the rehabilitation and equalization of opportunities of people
in the following groups: mentally 111 and other mentally-impaired people, multiple
disabled persons, elderly disabled persons, disabled refugees and migrants, and
indiv!duals who are intellectually disabled.

IV. OTHER SPECIAL AREAS FOR ACTION

45. The Global Meeting of Experts also highlighted other special areas for action
during the second half of the Decade, including the problem of mobilization of
regources., The Meeting noted with interest the proposal made at the 1986 session
of the Governing Council of UNDP that a global campaign be promoted to raise
awareness and mobilize resources in support of the objectives of the World
Programme of Action. A successful global event of this nature with full
participation of non-governmental organizations could provide a valuable link with
ongoing public information and education activities aimed at focusing attention on
the Decade and the World Programme of Action in all countries, and could also
generate much needed financial support.

46, The Global Meeting also stressed that co~operation between the tinited Nations

focal point on disability at Vienna and intergovernmental regional organizations
should be increased during the second half of the Decade.
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V. CONCLUSIONS

47. The recommendations of the Global Meeting reflect an increasing concern that
the momentum of the International Year of Disabled Persons has not been fully
maintained during the Decade. They also make clear that the international
community expects strong leadership from the United Nations, especially during the
second half of the Decade. This international leadership role could be effected
through a number of measures, which, assuming that voluntary contributions would
not be available, would require resources in amounts prima facie exceeding those
provided in the proposed 1988-1989 programme budget. Such measures might include:

(a) Strengthening the United Nations focal point in the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs, which is responsible for the global
implementation of the World Programme of Action in all of its aspects)

(b) Strengthening information activities to enable it to respond to the
special requirements of the second half of the Decade;

(c) Mobilizing additional resources from both Governments and the private
sector, so that the Voluntary Fund can respond effectively to the considerable and
growing demand for assistance in the disability fleld for the remainder of the
Decade and beyond; and strengthening technical co-operation activities in the
disability~related field.

48. An important prerequisite for international and regional level activities is
the strengthening of national co-ordinating mechanisms, which should be given
technical and financial support. These national mechanisms have been recognized as

one of the essential elements in the implementation of the World Programme of
Action.

49, In view of the emerging role that disabled people and their organizations are
playing in the implementation of the World Prcgramme of Action, concerted effnrts
are also required at all levels to ensure their participation in the decisions that
affect the lives of disabled people.

50. The Secretary~-General wishes to reiterate his full support of the objuctives
of the Decade of Disabled Persons. He notes that the implementation of the
recommenidations made at the Global Meeting would have significant programme and
budgetary implications and wishes to express his gratitude to those Governments
which have given offers of assistance in that regard. The Secretary-General will
continue to review the measurss proposed in the light of the consideration of the
present report by the General Assembly at its forty-second session,



