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I. IN'fRODuC'r ION

1. Pursuant to aection III of resolution 37/99 K of 13 December 1982, tho
Adviuory BoIU(~ on Dluarmamcnt Utudlo11 has the following funotions I

(a) To adviop the Secretary-General on varioua aspeots of studies and
research in the araa of arma limitation and disarmament carried out under the
auupioas of the United NDtions or institutiono witnln the United Nations system. in
particular on the intogration of a prc~gramme of such studieo wl th a ocmprehensivo
programme of diMormamont, once thio had been esta~li9hed)

(b) Tc.., oervc aa tho Poard of Trul!lteeo of the tJhited Nations Institute for
Oiaormame""t .~ooo&lrc:h (UNIDIR))

(c) '1'0 advioe the ~ecretary-(jentlral on the implementation of the World
Disarmament Campaign,

(d) At the Dpe~iric invitation of the Secrotary-Goneral, to provide him with
advice on othor' mattorD wi thin tho area of disarmament and arms Umi tation.

In ita roeohJtiorl 38/183 0 of 20 Decembor 1983, the General Assembly, inter alia,
rQquested the f,eCfQtal'y-Gonenl to report annually to the General Msembly on the
work of the! Advisory Board.

2. The AdVisory Board on Disarmament Studies held its sixteenth and seventeenth
DQualono froln 27 April ttl 1 May 1987 ClOd 21 to 25 september 1981 in New York, under
the chairmllrlDhlp of l'nte1dQnt Iikigar Faure of France. The annex lists the members
ot' the Advlaory Uoard.

1I. ACTIVlTlli:H 01" TIlE AOVlfiORY BOARD ON DISARMAM~T STUDIES

A. ~ted NGtiono Rtudles on di8arma~

:\. At its sixteenth and seventeonth aoss 10no, the Board continued its
consideration ot the matter of. United Notions studies on disarmament.

4. By rODo1ution 40/152 K of 16 Decomber 1985, the General Assembly. inter a11a,
had requested thlil Secretary-General to invite tho Board to prepare a comprehonoivv
report on United NOtions disarmament studios for Bubmission to the General Assembly
at ita forty-second sooaion.

5. At ito sixteonth BOBsion, membero of the Board focused their attention on tho
finalizet ion of tha t report and approved a rev leed draft. The Secretary-Gflneral
SUbsequently tranomitted the Board's report to the General AGsembly in document
A/42/300.

6. At i tE! seventeenth soss ion, tho Boa rd wan informed on the status of the.
onq01,nq studies on the economic and soci al corwequences of the arms race, and on

/ ...
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the climate and potential physioal effeote of nuolear war. 80th studieo ate due to
b. completed in the spring of 1988.

7. The Board held an extensive discussion on the "eture ~f further studies and
researoh, inoluding ~ consideration of th~ different mean9 to ourry out the work
that were offered by the existenoe of UNIDIR and the Department for Disarmament
Affairs. Views were exchanged on 8 number of P088ibl~ aubjeot areas and specific
topios for study.

8. There was a wide meaRure of SUPPOl't for projeots on the following SUbjects, a
study on battlefield nuolear weapons, a study of security in the Persian Gulf, a
study of the security of third world uountr1es) and a history of nuclear arms
control negotiations. ot these projects, there was a general view that the first
lent itself to a united Nations stUdy by a group of governmental experts, whereas
the others were more Buited to UNIDIR. It WQS reooqn ized that addi tional fundS
would be needed to oarry cut suoh work, either from voluntary amnceo or authorized
by the Gen era1 Assembly.

B. Implementation of the ~rld Disarmament Campaign

9. This subjeot was discussed at both sessions.

10. At its sixteenth session, the Boerd was informed by Mr. Yasushi Akashi,
Under-seoretary-General for Disarmament Affairs, on th~ implementation of the
Campaign sinoe September 1986. In the exchange ot views, the Board oommented
favourably on the act ivi ties oar ried out and strososd in partioula r the importance
and value of regional conferences and seminars of experts.

11. The Board's attention was drawn to the fact that the measures of finanoial
constraint in the united Nations had also affeoted the Campaign. Reassessment and
streamlining of the Campaign were therefore needed in order to foous on activities
that were oonsidered to be most effective. The Board expressed conrern at the
shortage of funds f~r the World Disarmament Campaign and hope was expressed that
innovative ways and meane could be found to attract new resources.

12. Aloo at its sixteenth session, the Board was informed about the status and
development of the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament 1n
Africa, at r~le, and the stepe being taken to establish a regional centre at Limd.

13. At the seventeenth session, the Under-Secrctary-General for Disarmament
Affairs, reviewed the activities in the implementation of the World Disafmament
Campaign during the preoeding 12 months. The Board took note of the
secretary-General's report on the implementation of the programme of activities of
the Campaign in 1987 (A/42/543).

14. During his presentation, the Under-Secretary-General drew attention to the
puhlicat10ns that had been aistributed world-wide in several languages and the
conferences and meetings that had been held under the aegis of the campaign in
China, Italy and the Soviet unton. Reoent experience had shown that smaller,
high-level meetings were an effective and useful forum for disarmament discussions.

===============~===1••=.~
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lS. Speoial attention had been devoted to aotivities in connection with ~h8 r~oQnt

International Conferenoe on the Relationship betw&en Disarmament and Development,
which had been attended by a large number of non-govetnmental organizational

16. III hia remarks, the under-Secretary-General said that the financial situation
of the Campaign had not improved in the past year and that aspect had to be kept in
mind when planning activities for the future. In that oontext the activities of
the regional centres eutabliBhad at Lame and Lima would depend to a large extent on
the availability of fundal

17. At the invitation of the Board, representative. of the Speoial
Non-Governmental Organization Committee on Di.a~am.nt at C.neva and of the
Non-Governmental Committee on Disarmament in New York maCSe statements at the
seventeenth session. In their remarks, satisfaction was expressed at the
arrangements made for them at the Internetlonal ~onferenQe on the Relationship
between Disann§ment and Development and a180 at the CamPAign publioations in
gBneral, although the representatives urged that financial co"atraints should not
be allowed to reduce quality to the detriment of popular appeal. AB a whole, the
Campaign had in the paat year once aqain proved its vitality and viability.

18. The non-governmental representatives stressed the importance o~ greater
involvement in the planninq, participation and follow-up of Cam~.ign activities.
In that respect, non-governmental organizations wished to be more olosely
associated with the preparation8 for the forthcoming special .esston of the General
Asserrbly.

19. During the exchange of views, members of the B08I'd noted the improvement and
enrichment of Campaign activitios, and encouraged gteater use of the vlau~l media
in order to inform and to educate. ~he importance, within the limits of available
finances, of publications in languages other than the official languagea of the
United Nations was emphaSIzed. The Board expre••ed its appreciation to the
representatives for their contribution and tho construct1ve ef.forts of the
non-governmental orqanizatlon community in the area of arms limitation and
disarmament.

C. Situation 1n the area of d18armameQ!

20. In ordor to oncourage a frank and open exchange of v~eW8 on thiS item of th-=
agenda, it has lIoon the Board's practice in recent years to reflect in ita repo~t

only the general nature of the discussion.

21. At the sixteenth sesBion, 86veral members of the Board felt that the world was
w1tneosing positive developments. The possibility of' an agre.ment on
intermediate/medium-range nuclear weapons, the suocessful outcome of l'le Stockholm
[onference in 19H6 8£.1 we); as the prospeots for the conolusion of a couventi,on on
the prohibition of chemical weapons in the not too dlstdnt future were regarded as
$ncouraging signs. Other members of the Board, however, stressed that the
continuation of conflicts in several regions of the world had a negative impact on
the solution of global problema in the field of arms limitation and diSarmament.

/ ...
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22. Also at t~e sixteenth session, members of the Board recognized that in the
presont interdepondant world the security of each State was linked to the security
of all other States. It was also generally felt that the isaue of verification was
gaining more importance. Members of the Beard elllph~sized the need to strengther,
the role of the United Nations in the overall field of disarmament, including the
implementation of v~·lfication measures.

23. The seventeenth session took place only two weeks after the conclusion of the
Internati..nal Conference on the Relationshi p between Disarmament and Development.
It was also immediately following the joint announcement by the Governmen~B of the
Soviet union and the united States of their agreement in principle to conclude a
treaty before the end of 1987 on intermediate- and shorter-range missiles, an~ the
agreement to begin full-ecale stage-by-stage negotiations on nuclear testing.

24. The Board welcomed the reoent announcement that the Soviet Union and the
unite1 States had agreed in prinoiple to conclUde a treaty to eliminate
intermediate- and shorter-range missile~.

25. The agreement would also do muc~ to enooursg8 energetic pursuit of 5r per oent
reduotions in the strategio weapons of the two super-Powers. Suooess in bilateral
negotiations on nuolear and spaoe issues, and the agreement: ot: the Soviet Union and
the united States to bogin full-doale stage-by-stage negotiations on nuolear
tosting, a positive outoome of the multilateral negotiations in the Conferenoe on
Disarmament on chemical weapons, together with progress in conventional
disarmament, would mark a significant turn for humanity in the pursuit of
international security.

26. Recognizing the interaotive nct~re of many uopects of disarmament, and in the
light of the forthcoming speoial seseion of the Goneral Assembly on disarmament at
which the disarmament machinery would be reviewed, the Board has given attention to
its own role and methods of work. The Board felt there would be merit in the
Secretary-General giving consideration to enlarging the role of the Board in such a
way 8S to permit it to provide advice on any aspect of disarmament to the
Secretory-General and through him to the Gen~ral Assembly.

II I • ACTIVITIES OF THE ADVISORY BOARD IN I'l'S C.\PACITY
AS BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE UNITED NATJI>NS
IMS'rI'roTE roR DISARMAMDI T RESEARCH

A. The post of the Direntor of gNIDIR

27. FOllowing the Hubmission of the Board's previcus report at the end of
September 1986 (A/4l/666), the circumstances of the Director of UNTDIR,
Mr. L1viu Bota, that were described \n that report, have remained ~nchanged. With
the expiry of his contract 1n the post of Director of th6 Institute on
3l December 1986, the secretary-General gave a new contract to Mr. Bota at the rank
of Director, and therefore from 1 January 1987 tha post of the Director wae vaoant.

/ ...
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20. At ita sixteenth seesion, the eoaid discussed th~ subjeot of the post of the
Uirector in exeoutive oesslon. After an extenalve d\sou88lon of all aapeeta of the
situation, the Board decided co recommend to the Secretary~Generdl that he should
appolnt a Direotor from 1 July 1987 to 31 Dec••ber 1988 on a rftneweble contreo~.

'fho Doa rd recommended the candidature of Mr. Jayantha Chanapala. :in his letter to
the Secretary-General, t.he Chairman expreseed the Wi8h of some membore of the Boerd
that the former Director of UNIDIR should a8 800n as possible be enabled to be
present to aBaist the Secretary-oeneral in the .:~uisite transfer of powers to the
new Director of the Institute befo~e the next ses~ion of the Board.

29. The Secret~ry-General subsequently appointed Mr. Jayantha Dhanapaln to the
post of Director. Mr. Chanapela took up his duties on 1 July 1987.

B. Report on the work of the Institute

30. By the provisions of article IV, paraqraph 2 (1), of the Institute's etatllt.,
the Director io required to repert to the Board ~ the Institute's activitJ~s and
execution of its w')rk programme for the Board's approval and subsequent submi811ion
to the General Assembly. At the .eventeenth 88saion, the Board 9ave consideration
to the Oirector's report.

31. Tho Director reported that, notwithstanding the difficulties facing the
Iontltute 1n the period Septeacer 1986-Septeao.r 1987, dqnificant efforts had been
madu by the Inotttute'a stuff in purauit of ita pr09ramm. of work. ~ong the
achievements, there had beon a succes.ful confer.nce on ehe interrelationship of
bilatoral and multilateral disa~ement nftgotiation8 held at Baku, USSR, in June,
and the procoedingu of the confer.nce would be PUbU8hed .:.ortly.

32. The Director lf1flJrmed the Board that a number of other research papero had
buon, ur would shortly be, pubUshed. A ma10r publication would be the report of
the rODoarch project dea111lCJ with the prospects and consequences of an arms race in
oute: sp~c~ and the meano for its prevention. After a final meeting of the CJfOUP
of oxports hold in September 1987, the report wao ~ei"9 finalized and prepared for
publication in autuwI 1987.

33. At its seventoenth seoslon, the Board approved the report by the Director on
the work of the Institute for Bubmlsoion to the General Assembly (A/42/607).

c. pro~ed annual budget for 1988

34. At the sixtoenth sesB1ofl, the Deputy Director C)ave the Board a presentation of
the critical financial sltuation fa01"9 the In8titute. During the discussion, the
Board recalled that in 1986 lt had decided t~ recommend to the General Assembly
that, in view of the grave financial cr1si8 facing the United Nations, the level of
subvontion from the regular budget of the Organi.aUon should be $98,SOO instead c,f
$162,200 as initially foresoen. It was alao rec&lled that in making that
recommendation, the Board had drawn att.ntion to the fact that restriction to such
an amount would pose very serioua ~ifficultie. for the Institute and its
development (A/41/666, para. 36).

/ ...
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35. In the light of the critical financial situation described t~ the Board, &t
its sixtaenth ses&iorl the Board decided in principle to reQolllll8nd that the
subvention should be restored in 1988 to a level comparable to that of former
years. The Board also instructed that, should the Socr.tary-Gen~ral accept the
Board's recommendatiorl to appoint a new Director fram 1 July 1987, the latter
should undertaktl an energetic fultd-rai8ing campaign.

36. I .. its review at the seventeenth session of the finanoial situation of the
Institute and consideration of the propoRed annual budget for 1988, the Board had
before it a draft prQ9ramme of work and proposed budget document prepared by UNIDIR
and the report of the Adv18~ry Committee on Admini8trative and Budgetary Questions.

37. The Board was informed that, ae at 25 September 1987, the assured income for
1988 was as follow8.

Donor

Australi,..

canada

France

Fed\1ra 1 Republic of Germany

Norway

Sw1 tzerland

Amount 1n local currency

SCen 38 000

SwF 50 000

Subtotal

~aunt in
ynlted State~~.12~lar6

13 300 !,/

27 900 !!/

210 000

5 000 !I

SO 000

33 300 2/

339 500

!/ Contributions receiVed after 1 October 1986 and held 1n account in
accordance with A/41/666, para. 37.

g/ Based on an exchange rate of SwF 1. SO • .US 1.00.

38. In addition, the Soviet union had contributed 200,000 roubles in
non-eonvertible ourrency, eqUivalent to '315,500. Thus the total as~ur~d income
from voluntary source! tor 1988 is expected to be,

/ ...
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339 SOO
315 500

6S5 000

39. The Board noted that the net inco. that oould he us8d for ualuulaUon of a
pos.ible lubvention was S339,SOO, an~ thor.efore the maximum DubvftnUon that mi9ht
be requested towards me.Uneil the OOQtu of the Direotor and th. staff of the
Institute, aocorcUn9 to the prov' ',lons of th" liltatute, would b. S169,70u. Thft
Board expressed i te firm beUef that in 1987 UNIDIR hacl c:ontinued to demonstrat.
it. value to the lnternational di8armament ~~unlty and itB ~velopin9 abllity to
d18Clhar90 tho a:esponlI1bU1t1eu uf Ho E1tatut8. 'rhe ao"rd waD confident that
further prOCJrofls woulG ~o aohiovtild 1'1 1908, providod that the InoUtuta wao
adequately funded. Pccordingly, tho Doard r4lloomm.ndod • subvention from \;he
u9ular budget of the United Nations ht the Burn of Sl69,'700 for 1988.

40. Subjeot to ~\. GenerD~ AS8embly's approval of the propooed BUbve"t1on, the
total inoome for 1908 would be "824,700, including thu Soviet contribution of
200,000 roubl•• (dollar equivalontl $315,500).

41. The estimated expenditure is summarized aD fo1lOW"I

Trust func'.l

Re9ular utaU of the rnot !tute

Travel of Btaff

Ad boo expert groupo

Contractual oOl'vicos

,.llowuhlp programme

Ma lnten"rac. Jf off tee oqui prnont

Relnbur••ment of programma
support costs

Contribution towardo
liquidation of tho deficit

Total

Convurtihlu
ourr.n~"Y

$

149 700

1~ 000

65 000

10 000

20 000

100

16 000

:, 100

J3 9 500

Non-convel'Uble
curr.noy

S

';7 OOU

:l28 UOO

30 'l0 0

315 !lOO
.. Of. _

169 ·/00

169 700
_ .....·1­---

319 400

72 000

293 000

100 500

20 000

700

16 000

3 100

824 700

I . ..
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42. The entire fundinld of 'Che ti~l'ee-year pr01ect for the establishment of a data
base on disarmament is provided ~rom the Trust Pund for Interest on the United
Nations Speoial Account, in acc:ordanoe with a spec1 fic agr.eement with taw
Government of Japan. The expenditure 1n 1988 will amount to $169,500 and the total
over three years will be $585,300.

D. Work progrMme for Un
41. At its seventeenth session, the Board adopted the following work programme~

(a) SUbprogramme 1. EstabUoh!!!nt of a data base on dlsarmam.!ll.~

A three-year pro1ect to establish a OCBlp.lterilled d""ta base from United Nations
doouments, government.al statementEl, parl ~Qmental'Y rec ..,rc'ls and eciEltntific 11 teraturo
on selected security ana disarmament iS8ues.

(b) Subprogramme 2, National security oono£r~s

Continuation in ~n e~panoed format of thw e~ietlng s~rie8 of monographs on national
concepts of security, inclUding national appraaohes t~ disarm~~~t.

(c) Subprogramme 3, UNXDIR fellowships

Short-term fellowships for a small numt~oIl' of sobolars and diplomats fran devel"ping
c.:ountries to work at UNIOIR.

(d) SUbprogramme 4: Conventional disarmament in Europe

'1\10 ret.learch reports are being prepared by the Frenoh Inab tute of Ir.ternattonal
Relations (U'RI) and the Institute for Intel'l\ational "~laUon& of th~ German
Democratic RepUblic. On this basis, experts from various part~ ~~ th~ world will
attend d conference in the second half of 1988 on the theme ·OOnv~nti~n~l

diearmament in Europe: options and perspectives-, oovering a wide range of views
on this issue.

(e) Subprogramme S: Medium-term perspectives in disarmament ann arms
limitation

A survey of medium-term perRpectives in the fif.lld of disarmament and arms
lim1~atlon, addressing major problems, the most essenti&l meaBures aa well as tho
ways and means to be utilized with a view to h.lplng define r~Be8rch needs.

(f) aut ~rogramme 6: Maintenance an" development of co-op~on wi th and
among retje8rch institutes

ThiS tlrogranane will involve two activitiesl

/ ...
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(i) A UNIDIR newsletter: a quarterly liaison bulletin to develop as well as
enhance contacts with research institutes and individual experts from
various parts of the world,

(H) A symposium of directors frca dieaIll_ent research institutes to review
the status of di8a~..nt re.earch, eXchange views and discuss the
contribution of research institutes to the third special session of the

• General Assembly devoted to di.a~nt.

(g) Subprogramme 7: Verification in llultllateral disarlllUlent: a Soviet
approach

A detailed project and analyeis of a national approach as a contribution to t.he
ongoing discussion of the subject In .ultilateral disarmament forums.

(h) Subprogranme 8: Di.an._ent: 2rOOl0. related to outer sp!ce

A decision will be made on the second stage of this project at the Board's session
in April 1988 after its exaaination of the study report of the first stage.

(i) Subprogramme 9: Confidence- and HCU.!~~~y-bullding _asures

Confidence- and security-building ....ur••: concepts and approaches. An in-depth
investigation based upon a ca-parative anal,.i. of the various concepts and
approaches.

(j) Subpr09ramme 10: Disaruaaent and developent

In this context the Board ..pha.iaed that UMIDIR was well-suited to carry out
certain aspects of the Disa~ent and DeveloPDent Action Progr_me, in particular
on an international exchange of Vie.. and experience in the field of conversion,
and on the establishment of a ..chants. to .coitor trends in military spending.
Subject to decisions by the General A8s.-bly at its forty-second session, UNIDIR
would develop a subpr09r__ that -ould contain follow-up research in
implementation of the Action "09'.... contained 1n the final document of the
International Conference on the Relationship bet.een Disar...ent and Development.
The Board will give further conside,at1CJ11 to this eubproqra_ at 1ts next session
in April 1988.

(k) SubprogullDle 11, Proble.s of v er::Uication

A discussion paper will be prepared to a..1st the Boardts consld~rat1on at its
session in April 1988.

44. The Board noted that the In_titulO and the Depart.ent for Disarmament Affairs
had continued to co-operate closely 1n order to avoid pos.ibilities of duplication
of work.

/ ...
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IV. OTHER BmJN~S

45. Thv aoard noted that it. n.xt two ••••10n. wftre proviBlonally Moh9duled 1"
1088 •• follow••

25-29 April (N8W Yor~'

26-30 S.ptelllhlr (New Yor k)

.,. The Board wa. informld of the eQ...nt of the Committ•• on Conferences
oontMlned 1n douumant A/42/32, ~.r.gr.ph 42.

/ ...
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