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I. INTRODUCTION

1. Pur guant to section YII of resolution 37/99 K of 13 December 1982, the
Advisory Board on Disarmament Studies has the following functions:

(a) To advise the Secretary-General on varioue aspects of studies and
research in the area of arme limitation and disarmament carried out under the
augpicas of the United Nations or institutions within the United Nations system, in
particular on the integration of a programme of such studies with a comprehensive
programme of diwarmament, once this had been established)

(b) To nerve as the Poard of Trustees of the tnited Nations Institute for
Diocarmament Pecearch (UNIDIR)

(c) 1To advige the 3ecretary-Genaral on the implementation of the World
Disarmament Campaignj

(d) At the spenific invitation of the Secretary-General, to provide him with
advice on other matters within the area of disarmament and arme limitation.

In ite resolution 38/183 O of 20 December 1983, the General Aseembly, inter alia,

requested the Secretary-General to report annually to the General Assembly on the
work of the Advisory Board.

2. The Advisory Board on Disarmament Studies held its sixteenth and seventeenth
sessions from 27 April to 1 May 1987 and 21 to 25 September 1987 in New York, under
the chairmanship of President Bdgar Faure of France. The annex lists the members
of the Advisory Board,

II. ACTIVITIES OF THE ADVISORY BOARD ON DISARMAMENT STUDIES

A. United Nationo studies on disarmament

a. At its eixteanth and seventeenth sessions, the Board continued its
consideration of the matter of United Nations studies on disarmament.

4, By resolution 40/152 K of 16 pecember 1985, the General Assembly, inter alia,
had requested the Secretary-General to invite the Board to prepare a comprehensive
report on United Nations disarmament studies for submission to the General Assembly
at its forty-second session.

5. At its sixteconth session, members of the Board focused their attention on the
finalization of that report and approved a revised draft. The Secretary-General
subsequently tranomitted the Board's report to the General Assembly in document
A/42/300.

6. At its seventeenth gession, the Board was informed on the status of the
ongoing studies on the economic and social concegquences of the arms race, and on
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the climate and potential physical effects of nuclear war. Both studies are due to
be completed in the sepring of 1988,

7. The Board held an extensive discussion on the neture »f further studies and
research, including A consideration of the different means to ocarry out the work
that were offered by the existence of UNIDIR and the Department for Disarmament
Affairs., Views were exchanged on a number of possible subject areas and specific
topios for study.

8. There was a wide measure of support for projects on the following subjects: a
study on battlefield nuclear weapons; a study of security in the Persian Gulf; a
gtudy of the security of third world vountriess; and a history of nuclear arms
control negotiativna. Of these projects, there was a general view that the first
lant itself to a United Nations gtudy by a group of governmental experts, whereas
the others were more suited to UNIDIR, It wae recognized that additional funds
would be needed to carry out such work, either from voluntary sources or authorized
by the General Assembly.

B. Implementation of the World Disarmament Campaign

9. This subject was discussed at both seesions.

10. At its sixteenth session, the Board was informed by Mr. Yasushi Akashi,
Under-Secretary~General for Disarmament Affairs, on the implementation of the
Campaign since September 1986. 1In the exchange ot views, the Board commented
favourably on the activities carried out and stressed in particular the importance
" and value of regional conferences and seminars of experts.

11. The Board's attention was drawn to the fact that the measures of financial
congtraint in the United Nations had also affected the Campaign. Reassesement and
streamlining of the Campaign were therefore needed in order to focus on activities
that were considered to be most affective. The Board expressed concern at the
shortage of funds for the World Disarmament Campaign and hope was expressed that
innovative ways and means could be found to attract new resources,

12. Also at its sixteenth session, the Board was informed about the status and
development of the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Digarmament in
Africa, at lomd, and the stepe being taken to establish a regional centre at Lima.

13, At the seventeenth session, the Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament

At fairs, reviewed the activities in the implementation of the World Disarmament
Campaign during the preceding 12 months. The Board took note of the
Secretary-General’s report on the impiementation of the programme of activities of
the Campaign in 1987 (A/42/543).

14. During his presentation, the Under-Secretary-General drew attention to the
pubhlications that had been distributed world-wide in several languages and the
conferences and meetings that had been held under the aegis of the Campaign in
China, Italy and the Soviet Union. Recent experience had shown that smaller,
high-level meetings were an effective and useful forum for disarmament discussions.
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15. Special attention had been devoted to activities in connection with the recent
International Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and Development,
which had been attended by a large number of non-governmental organizationg.

16. 1In his remarks, the Under-Secretary~Ganeral said that the financial situation
of the Campaign had not improved in the past year and that aspect had to be kept in
mind when planning activities for the future. In that context the activities of
the regional centres established at Lomé and Lima would depend to a large extent on
the availability of funds.

17. At the invitation of the Board, representatives of the Special
Non-Governmental Organization Committee on Disarmamaent at GCeneva and of the
Non-Gover nmental Committee on Disarmament in New York made statements at the
geventeoenth session. In their remarks, satisfaction was expressed at the
arrangements made for them at the International Conference on the Relationship
between Disarmament and Development and algo at the Campaign publications in
ganeral, although the representatives urged that financial conatraints should not
be allowed to reduce gquality to the detriment of popular appeal. As a whole, the
Campaign had in the past year once again proved ite vitality and viability.

18. The non-governmental representatives stressed the importance of greater
involvement in the planning, participation and follow-up of Campaign activities.

In that respect, non-governmental organigations wished to be more closely
associated with the preparations for the forthcoming special seesion of the General
Asgsenbly.

19. During the exchange of views, members of the Board noted the improvement and
enrichment of Campaign activities, and encouraged greater use of the visual media
in order to inform and to educate. ‘fhe importance, within the limite of avaiiable
finances, of publications in languages other than the official languages of the
United Nations was emphasized. The Board expressed its appreciation to the
representativas for their contribution and the constructive efforts of the
non-gover nmental organization community in the area of arms limitation and
disarmament.

C. Situation in the area of digarmament

20. In order to encourage a frank and open exchange of views on this item of the
agenda, it has been the Board's practice in recent years to reflect in its veport
only the general nature of the discussion,

2l. At the sixteenth session, several members of the Board felt that the world was
witneseing positive developments. The possibility of an agreement on
intermediate/medium~range nuclear weapons, the successful outcome of t e Stockholm
Conference in 1986 ag wel as the prospects for the conclusion of a convention on
the prohibition of chemical weapons in the not too distant future were regarded as
encouraging signs. Other members of the Board, however, stressed that the
continuation ot conflicts in several regions of the world had a negative impact on
the solution of global problems in the field of arms limitation and disammament.

/co.
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22, Also at the sixteenth session, members of the Board recognized that in the
present interdependent world the security of each State was linked to the security
of all other States. It was also generally felt that the issue of verification was
gaining more importance. Members of the Bcoard emphasized the need to strengthen
the role of the United Nations in the overall field of disarmament, including the
implementation of verification measures.

23. The seventeenth session tock place only two weeks after the conclusion of the
Internati.nal Conference on the Relationship between Disarmement and Development.
It was also immediately following the joint announcement by the Governmenits of the
Soviet Union and the United States of their agreement in principle to conclude a
treaty before the end of 1987 on intermediate-~ and shorter-range missiles, and the
agreement to begin full-scale stage-by-stage negotiations on nuclear testing.

24, The Board welcomed the recent announcement that the Soviet Union and the
Unites States had agreed in principle to conclude a treaty to eliminate
intermediate~ and shorter-range missiles,

25. The agreement would also do muct to encoursge energetic éursuit of 5¢ per cent
reductions in the strategic weapons of the two super-Powers. Success in bilateral
negotiations on nuclear and space issues, and the agreement of the Soviet Union and
the United States to begin full~scale stage-~by-stage negotiations on nuclear
testing, a positive outcome of the multilateral negotiations in the Conference on
Disarmament on chemical weapons, together with progress in conventional
disarmament, would mark a significant turn for humanity in the pursuit of
international security.

26, Recognizing the interactive ncture of many aspects of disarmament, and in the
light of the forthcoming special seseion of the General Assembly on disarmament at
which the disarmament machinery would be reviewed, the Board has given attention to
ite own role and methods of work. The Board felt there would be merit in the
Secretary~General giving consideration to enlarging the role of the Board in such a
way as to permit it to provide advice on any aspect of disarmament to the
Secretary-General and through him to the Gennral Assembly.

III. ACTIVITIES OF THE ADVISORY BOARD IN ITS8 CAPACITY
AS BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE UNITED NATIONS
INSTITUTE FOR DISARMAMENT RESEARCH

A. The post of the Director of UNIDIR

27. Following the submission of the Board's previcus report at the end of
September 1986 (A/41/666), the circumstances of the Director of UNTDIR,

Mr. Liviu Bota, that were described in that report, have remained unchanged. With
the expiry of his contract in the post of Director of the Institute on

3. December 1986, the Secretary-General gave a new contract to Mr. Bota at the rank
of Director, and therefore from 1 January 1987 the post of the Director was vacant.
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286. At its sixteenth session, the Board discuseed the subject of the post of the
Director in executive session. After an extensive d\scuseion of all aspects of the
gsituation, the Board decided to recommend to the Secretary-Generul that he should
appoint a Director from 1 July 1987 to 31 December 1968 on a ranewable contract.
The Doard recommended the candidature of Mr. Jayantha Dhanapala. in his letter to
the Secretary-General, the Chairman expressed the wish of some membors of the Board
that the former Director of UNIDIR should as soon as possible be enabled to be
present to aseiat the Secretary-Ganeral in the .aquisite tranasfer of powers to the
new Director of the Institute before the next session of the Board.

29. The Secretary-General subsequently appointed Mr. Jayantha Dhanapala to the
post of Director. Mr. Dhanapala took up his duties on 1 July 1987.

B. Report on the work of the Inatitute

30. By the provisions of article IV, paragraph 2 (i), of the Institute's statnte,
the Director is regquired to repcrt to the Board on the Institute's activitics and

execution of its wark programme for the Board's spproval and subsequent sudbmission
to the General Assembly. At the seventeenth gession, the Board gave consideration
to the Director's report.

31. The Director reported that, notwithstanding the difficulties facing the
Institute in the period September 1986~Septenbar 1987, significant efforts had been
made by the Institute's stuff in purauit of its programme of work. Among the
achievements, there had beon a successful conference on the interrelationship of
bilateral and multilateral disarmament nagotiations haeld at Baku, USSR, in June,
and the proceedings of the conference would be published slortly.

32, The Director informed the Board that a number of other research papers had
been, or would shortly be, published. A major publication would ba the report of
the research project dealing with the prospects and consequences of an arms race in
oute: spice and the means for its prevention. After a final meeting of the group
of experts held in September 1987, the report was bdeing finaliged and prepared for
publication in autumn 1987.

33. At its seventeenth session, the Board approved the report by the Director on
the work of the Institute for submission to the General Assembly (A/42/607).

C. Propoged annual budget for 1988

34, At the sixteenth session, the Deputy Director gave the Board a presentation of
the critical financial situation facing the Institute. During the discussion, the
Board recalled that in 1986 it had decided to recommend to the General Assembly
that, in view of the grave financial crisis facing the United Nations, the level of
subvention from the regular budget of the Organization ghould be $98,500 instead cf
$162,200 as initially foreseen. It was also recallaed that in making that
recommendatcion, the Board had drawn attention to the fact that restriction to such
an amount would pose very serioua difficul ties for the Institute and its
development (A/41/666, para. 36).
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35, In the light of the critical financial situation described t~ the Board, at
its sixteenth seseion the Board decided in principle to recommend that the
subvention should be restored in 1988 to a level comparable to that of former
years. The Board also instructed that, should the Secretary-Genural accept the
Board's recommendatior to appoint a new Director from 1 July 1987, the latter
should undertake an energetic fund-raising campaign.

36. In its review at the seventeenth session of the financial situation of the
Institute and consideration of the proposed annual budget for 1988, the Board had
before it a draft programme of work and proposed budget document prepared by UNIDIR
and the report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions.

37. The Board was informed that, as at 25 September 1987, the assured income for
1988 was as follows:

Amount in
Donor Amount in local currency United States dollare
Australia ' 13 300 a/
Canada §Can 38 000 27 900 a/
France ' 210 000
Federal Republic of Germany 5 000 a/
Norway 50 000
Swi tzerland SwF 50 000 33 300 b/
Subtotal 339 500

a/ Contributions received after 1 October 1986 and held in account in
accordance with A/41/666, para. 37.

b/ Based on an exchange rate of SwF 1.50 = 3US 1.00.

38. In addition, the Soviet Union had contributed 200,000 roubles in
non~convercible currency, equivalent to $315,500. Thus the total ascured income
from voluntary sources tor 1988 is expected to be:

/eos




A/42/611

English
rage 9
]
Jollar contributions 339 500
Non-goonvertible currencies (roublea) 31% %00
lotal 655 000

39. The Board noted that the net income that could he used for caluulation of a
possible subvention wae $339,500, anc therefore the maximum subvention that might
be ‘equested towarde meeting the costs of the Director and the etaff of the
Institute, according to the prov‘-.ions of th¢ statute, would be 3169,700, The
Board expreesed ite firm balief that in 1987 UNIDIR had corntinued to demonetrate
its value to the international disarmament community and its developing ability to
discharge tho responsibilities of its statute. The Board was confident that
further progreoms would He achieved in 1988, provided that the Inotitute was
adequately funded. MAccordingly, the Board recommended a subvention from (he
regular budget of the United Nations in the sum of $169,700 for 1988.

40. Subject to the Genera. Assembly‘'s approval of the propoced subvention, the
total income for 1908 would be $624,700, including the Soviet contribution of
200,000 roubles (dollar eguivalent: $315,%00).

41. The eotimated expenditure is summarized as follown:
Trugt funa subvention Total

Convertible Non-convertible

currency currency
s 8 8 8

Regular statf of the Inocitute 149 700 - 169 700 319 400
Travel of staff 15 000 57 000 - 72 000
AM_hoc expert groups 65 000 228 000 - 293 000
Contractual services 70 000 30 %00 - 100 500
Fellowahip programme 20 000 - - 20 000
Maintenance of office cguipment 700 - - 700
Reimbursement of programme
support costs 16 000 - - 16 000
Contribution towards
liguidation of the deficit 5 100 - - 3 100

Total 339 500 315 500 169 700 824 700

s r——

e s g
prommepi et esseasi e
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42, The entire fundiny of che tiree-year project for the establishment of a data
base on disarmament is provided irom the Trust Fund for Interest on the United
Nations Special Account, in accordance with a specific agreement with tho
Government of Japan. The expenditure in 1988 will amount to $169,500 and the total
over three years will be $585,300.

D. Work programme for 1288

43, At its seventeenth session, the Board adopted the following work programme:

(a) Subprogramme 1; Establishment of a data base on disarmament

A three-year proiect to establish a computerized duta base from United Nations
documents, governmental statements, parliamentary rec.rds and scientific literature
on selected security and disarmament issues.

(b) Subprogramme 2; National security concer:s

Continuation in an expanded format of thu existing swries of monographs on national
concepts of security, including national approaches tc disarmamcont.

(¢c) Subprogramme 3: UNIDIR followships

Short~term fellowships for a small numbue Of scholars and diplomats from develouping
countries to work at UNIDIR.

(d) Subprogramme 4; Conventional disarmament in Burope

Two research reports are being prepared by the French Inatitute of International
Relatione (IFRIXI) and the Institute for International Ruiationes of tha German
Democratic Republic. On this basis, experts from various parte o7 the world will
attend a conference in the second half of 1988 on the theme “Conventinnal
disarmament in Curope: options and perspectives", covering a wide range of views
on this issue,

(e) Subprogramme 5:; Medium-term perspectives in disarmament and arms
limitation

A survey of medium~term perspectives in the field of disarmament and arms
limitation, addressing major problems, the most essentizl measures as well as the
ways and means to be utilized with a view to haelping define research needs.

(€£) Subrogramme 6: Maintenance and development of co~operation with and
among research institutes

This programme will involve two activities:
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{i) A UNIDIR newsletter: & quarterly liaison bulleiin toc develop as well as
enhance contacts with research institutes and individual experts from
various parts of the worldj;

{(ii) A symposium of directors from disarmament research institutes to review
the status of disarmament research, exchange views and discuss the
contribution of research institutas to the third special session of the

. General Assembly devoted to disarmament.

(g) Subprogramme 7: Verification in multilateral disarmament: a Soviet
approach

A detailed project and analysis of a national approsch as a contribution to the
ongoing discussion of the subject in multilateral disarmament forums.

(h) Subprogramme 8: Disarmament: problems related to cuter space

A decision will be made on the second stage of this project at the Board's session
in April 1988 after its examination of the study report of the first stage,

(i) Subprogramme 9: OConfidence- and security-building measures

Conf idence~ and security~building measures: concepte and approaches. An in-depth
investigation based upon a comparative analysis of the various concepts and
approaches.

() Subprogramme 10: Disarmament and development

In this context the Board emphasized that UNIDIR was well-suited to carry out
certain aspects of the Disarmament and Development Action Programme, in particular
on an international exchange of views and experience in the field of conversion,
and on the establishment of a mechanism to monitor trends in military spending.
Subject to decisions by the General Assembly at its forty-second session, UNIDIR
would develop a subprogramme that would contain follow-up research in
implementation of the Action Programme contained in the final document of the
Internaticnal Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and Development.
The Board will give further consideration to this subprogramme at its next session
in April 1988,

(k) Subprogramme 1ll: Problems of verification

A discussion paper will be prepared to assist the Board's consideration at its
session in April 1988.

44. The Board noted that the Institute and the Department for Disarmament Affairs

had continued to co-operate closely in order to avoid possibilities of duplication
of work,

/'.l



A/42/611
English
Page 12
IV. OTHER DUSINESS

45. The Board noted that its next two sessions waere provisionally scheduled in
19680 as followse:

25-29 April (New York)
26-30 Saptemboer (New York)

46. The Board vwvaas informed of the comment of the Committee on Confarences
contained in dovumant A/42/32, paragraph 42,
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ANNEX
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