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I • I N'l'RODtlCTION

1. Pursuant to General Assembly ~osolution 41/68 e of 3 December 1986, the
Director-General of UNESCO prosentl/!d to the one h'l1ndred and twenty-sixth .e.8ion of
the Executive Board, held in Paris in May 1987, under item 7.1 of the Board'8
agenda ("Rocent d-acisions and activU.:1.el9 of the organizations of the UnitecS Nation8
system of relevance to the work C'Jf UND'SCO") IS report on questions relating to
information. In accordance with dtilO1d.',ion 7.1.1 adopted by the Executive Board at
the same session and inviting the Dlr4tCtor-General to I,ut .. 1t:. to the General
Assembly at its forty-second session 8 detailed report on the implementation of the
International progr8llllDe for the Devel.opmer\t of Communication (IJ"DC) of ut:ESCO, a.
well as on the social, economic and cultural effects ot the acc&lerated development
of oommunioation technologies, the Director-General of UNESCO has the honour to
submit the present report to the General Assembly.

IX. IMPLBMEN'1'ATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME FOR THE
DEVBLOPMENT OF COMMUNICATION

A. ActivitieB of ~he Progr8~

2. Since the SUbmission of the report to the General Assttmbly at its forty-fbst
session (A/41/582 and Add.l), the Intergovernmental Council of IPDC held its eighth
ordinary session in Paris in January 1987.

3. The Council approved contributions f:om the IPDC special Account to 69
projects, including 37 current projects that required additional funding. Five of
these projeots are interreginnal, 26 regional and 38 national.

4. The Africa region receiVed allocations amounting to $726,000 or 32 per cent,
Latin Amerioa and the Caribbean. $690,000 or 30.4 per cent, Asia and the Pacifio.
$395,500 or 17.4 per cent, the Arab States. $340,500 or 15 per cent, Europe.
$30,000 or 1.3 per cent, and inter~egional projects. $88,000 or 3.' per cent.

5. The African region received allocations for the following regional projectsl
(a) Pan African News Agency (PANA). editorial training projeot, (b) Inter-State
School of Journalism for the Afrioan countries whose offioial language is
Portuguese, (c) communication training and career development for women journalists
in Africa, (d) Afl'ioa Regional Film and Television I'lhiltJ.tute in Ghana,
(e) feasibility study for the developwent of a teleVision industry in Africa,
(f) general history of fil~making in Africa, (g) establishment of a subregional
mass oommunioation BOhool for Liberia, Sierra Leone and the Gambia, ftnd (h) network
of multimedia promotion agencies. The following African countries received
ullocations for their national projects. Benin, Botswana, Cameroon, Central
African Republio, Ghana, Kenya, Mozambique, Senegal, Togo, Zaire and ZimbtA~e.

6. The Latin American and the Carribean region received allocations for the
following regional projectsl (~) automated information network for the Latin
American Special Information Servioes Agency (ALASEl), (b) CentrQ for the
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Development:. and EXllorimontation of the Graphic Arts (Cl!:Ul!:-lJo.l.igraUuo),
(c) training centre for tho oro.,Uon of imagos fOl' tho modi~, (u) oreation anI,)
initiatjon of the Information Servioe' for the Illvoluation of COlluuunioatiou
Teohnologies (SXETCOM), (e) Latin AlI\er: ioan and Car ibbean Broadoaating
Union (ULCRA), (f) television polioiea in tho Latin American oountri~s,

(g) strengthening of satellite news exchange among telovision stations in tt'.'it

Car ibboan, (h) international meeting on women, oOhuuunioation and develol)lUont in
Latin Amerioa, (i) multinational radio oo-produotion servioe for develolmlont,
(j) modernization of televiai.;)n trainin9 faoilities at tho Caribbean Il\atituto ot:
Masa COl1lNunication, and (k) involving the oOllU1lunicat1on media au a f.orce 1'01' hoalth
and nutr i tion in the Car ibbean and Centr al AlRer ioa. 'l'ho following oountr iea of
Latin America and the Caribbean alao obtained allooationa for their projentar
Argentina, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia. Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Illl Salvador, Haiti,
Jamaioa, Mexioo, Saint Luoia, Saint Vincent and th{l Grenadines, Suriname and
Venezuela.

7. 1'he Asia and the Pacifio H~gion reoeived allooationa for: the fo11owinCj
rogional projects. (a) book publishing training oourse for ABia Ilnd thfol Vot;ific a"
the Institute of Mass CommuniCAtions, University of tho l)hiUppinoa, (b) llacHic
broadcasting training and development projootaJ (0) t.raining in broauuQatim,) by tho
Asia-Paoifio Institute for Dl'oadcast,inCj Development (AIOD), (d) tl'aininy in
informatio"l, education and oOINRunioation on nutrition for rur:al wOlllon, .!and
(e) journalism training and development.: of the pr intod Itlodia in the l'l.1cific
region. 'lthe following oountries aloo rooeivQd allocat:ion~ for their national
projootDr Indonosia, Mongolia and 'l'on91.1.

8. 'l'he A:'ftb StateD rogion roooivod allocations for tho f!ollowinld proJoctsr
(e) Arab Centre for Exchangoo of Newu and lI'oat.:ure8 for 'l'eloviaioll, Algieru, and
(b) ostabl1i:'hment and 0P9~aUon ot! an AI: ab nol:w<.'L' k of doownontation contr eu Oil

conununioation and teuearoh policieu. 'J.'ho following oountr1ou also l'OU01VOU
allocations for their national p.:ojoot.Br Altjoria, Oomour:atic YOlllon, l!:CJYl't, SUUUIl
and YomColn.

Y. In tho IllUI'0l)Qan r09ion, Albania a:eCJeivud an aUucation for ita projoct to
model' nhe taut nation"l noWB ago....cy.

10. 'l'he following intenogional projoots alao l'ocaivod allooations, (a) tho
project of the lntol:national Radio 'l'oleVi8ion University (Ult'l'I) 1!or: the QC4uini i '.i,()l)

of N'l'SC aUl,l1lJat:ion eqUipment to impr: ove pr ogr anune exuhllngo9 ill cJevcalopi tllj

oountrios. (b) the IllS l,rojoot for the oreation of an inturroCjional netwoL'k ur
women journalists, (0) the project to strenyt.hen notwor:ka f!ol' oxcluUlCJo of oultua:al
pUbliootions amollCJ oountr 1es of tho uouth, (u) the project Cor illlpl'ovillCJ tho levol
of education in oOllU1lunicution/pubUo relat:1onu :Ln devolopiug countl'iou, nnd (0) thu
periodic roport on tho state of conunu1l1cution in the ·~orld.

11. The Counoil diac.,uDoed at length at ita oi(jhth soauioll, uu at Hu uuvonth
sOBsion, the 8(jenda item concerning tno pr opal' ation 01: the Wor id CUl\ulIunicutlol\
Report. 'l'ho Council dooided that work on tho preparat:1oll ot: the report could
continue. The Counc11 pointed out to the UN~SCO Boorotariat, however, that 111 ita
view. the table ot oontents proposed at tho oight.h ooooiol\ waG only intondoc.l 118 u
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guide and aaked tho bureau of the Counoil to ensure that the work of the
seoretariat was baBed on the guidelines of the bureAu and also took aooount of the
disouss1ons at the eighth session.

12. During the session, the seoond IPDC-UNESCO ~rize for Rural Communioation was
awarded to the rural radio projAOt of the People's Republio of the Congo. The
prize was presented by M£. Nichel de Bonnecofse, Deputy Director-General of UNESCO,
to Mr. FranQo1e-Xav1er Katal, Ministel for Rural Development of the Congo.

13. ~~!t1cu1ar attention was paid during the session to the problem of selecting
projects for s\Abmission to the Intergovernmental Council. The m_bers of the.
Council all agreed that it was nenessary to improve aelection methods and stressed
the importanoe of reViewing the rules and procedures drawn up by the Council at its
second session, held at Aoapulco.

14. The Council expressed the hope that the funds in the Special Account would nut
be thinly sprtUld over too many approved projects again. It boped that its work
would in future result in the choice of outstanding projects Which would provide a
bOOst for the development of the media in the environment oonoerned and also have a
multiplier effeot on the mobilization of funds.

IS. For this reason the Intergovernmental Council after taking note of a
preliminary study SUbmitted by the secretariat on the procedures and working
methods of IPDC and taking acoount of the ob.ervations made ~ members of the
Council during the sosslon, recommended that the 8ecretariat lupplement tbi~ work
with another study on improvements in the preparation, presentation, selection and
evaluation of the projects sUbmltted to the programme and aaked for recommendations
dealing specifioally with the evaluation of projects before their su~s.ion,

during their execution and after their implementation and with project-seleotion
and decision-makiug methods.

B. Resources of the programme

16. To d&te, a sum of $11,582,877 has been contributed to the SFecial Account.
Totol oontributions, including amounts pledged, came to $12,590,104. In this
connection, it uhould be noted that Finland, France, India, Japan, Norway and the
union of Soviet Socialist Republics oontinue to make regular oontributions to the
Speoial Account.

17. Sinoe the esta~lishment of IPDC and up to Nay 1987, the following countries
had paid or pledged to pay the following amounts t~ th~ Special Accountl

I ...



A/42/S71
Eng11IIh
Page 6

Pl:lid (in United
States dollar 8)

!!.edged Un unit!!,!
States dollar a)

Norway
Union of Soviet Socialist Ropublics
Japan
France
India
Canada
Ven.zu81a
Finland
Italy
Sweden
China
Iraq
Kuwait
Nig8rla
lodonellia
Yugolllavia

Pakiliitan
Gabon
'l'unieia
Cam.rOOll
Algeria
aenin
E9ypt
Mexloo
Oman
Turkey
Zambia
San Marino
Bang \ DdelJh
Guyana
Jamaica
Trinidad and Tobago
Luxembourg
CyprulJ
Umbabwe

5 382 137
1 66" 136*
1 200 000

701 518
600 000
282 389
250 437
225 000
168 573
145 476
100 000
100 000
100 000
100 000

93 50S

3" ""5
25 000
17 0"4
12 72"
10 714
lU 000
10 000
lU 000
10 000
10 000

6 438
5 231
5 000
2 000
2 OUU
2 000
2 000
1 "61
1 944

465 019
300 000
204 208

25 000

new contribution
pledged

10 OUU

* Including amounts in non-convertible rublos.

19. Since the oetablishment of IPDC th8 following eight countrios have oontributed
fuudlJ for the finanoing of vllrtouo IPDC projects under funds-in-trt.~:..:: arrangements.

I . ..



Swltzerland
United States of Amerioa
Germany, Federal Republic of
!i'rance
Netherlands
Republic of Korea
Canada
Sweden

Paid (1n United
states dollar s)

1 200 000
1 062 294
1 062 061

734 824
489 018
393 248
148 913

22 332
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Pledged (In united
States dollara)

1 607 843

1 648 350
214 521

200 000

19. The funds-in-trust programme is financing the following projectsl

Funds-in-trust. Federal Republio of Germany

Guinea-Bissau. development of broadcasting

ALASEI (phasQs I and 11). speoial information servioes

Nepal' communit.y broadoasting

CANA (phase 11). Caribboan News Agency

Lesotho. Leaotho Press Agenoy

Afrioa, South-east Afrioa news agenoy developmeut (phase I)

Afrioa. West-oentral Africa news agenoy develo~nent (phase 11)

Funds-in-truat. Canada

Feasibility study on the oomputerization of the International Network of
Documentation Centres on Communioation Researoh and Polioies (OOMNET)

Communioation training and oareer development for women journalists in Afrioa

Promoting pUblio health and I trition 1n the Frenoh-speaking countries of west
and oentral Africa

F~nds-in-trust' sweden

Biennial presentation of cinema and television (International Film and
Television Council (IFTC»

Seminar at the Bangladesh Press Institute

Training of journalists of the Union of Women Journalists of Nigeria
(television produotion)

Africa: ACCE - Development of communioation training and training materials
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Funds-ln-truut, Franoe

Rwanda NeWB Agenoy

Regional Communioation Institute of the Eoonomio Community of the Great I.ako6
Countries (CEPGL) (Central Africa)

Promoting pUblio healtb and nutrition in tbe Frenoh-speaking oountries of Woet
and Central Africa

Afrioa, Pan Afrioan News Agenoy - Development of telecommunications

Afr ioan Council on Commui"'!atlon Eduoation

Ag8noe Maghreb Arabe Press (Morocco)

Development of oommunication systom in the Comoros

Communication training and oareer development for women journali~ta in Afriua

Training and development of broadoasting in the Paoifio

Training at the Asia-Paoific Institute for Broadoasting nevelopmont (AlDn)

Laos, devolopment of brOadcasting

Funds-in-trust, Republio of Korea

Radio/television training fellowsbipa for tbe RUB Training Institute (SeOUl)

Funds in Trust, Net:herlands

COJlllllun10at.ion projeot 1n Indonesia

Communioation plOjeut in ~imbabwe

Funds-in-trust, Switzerland

ZlIIlbabwo, Inotitute ~f '1'eleoommunicaUons (phaseD I and II)

Funds-1n-truBt, United states of Amerioa

Communioation training in the united States

Development of the Kenya Institute of Mass COll\lnunioation

Somal1a Teleoo'Mlunloationo 'l'r aln1ng Institute (l'l'U)

Aslan MaBS COHoounioation Researob and Information Centro (AMIC), Sin9aporo

20. Our ing the per iOO oonoerned, the follow1ng oix oountr1eo proposed new
fellowships to the IPUC ttaining programme. German Democratio RepUblic, India,
poland, Republ~c of Korea, Union of Soviet Socialist RepUblics and Yugoslavia.

2l. All in all, the following fellowship programmes have been pl\)posed to IPDC
sinoe its ootablishm~ntl

/ ...



Algeria,

Arqentina~

India,

Nigor ta,

International Organi~ation of Journalists,

Poland,

Mexico

Czechoslc:wakia.

Hungary

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,

Yugoslavia,

UOL'1II8n DellDcratic Republic.

Democratic People's Republic of Korea,

Republic of Korea.

united States of America,
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5 fellowships

54 fellowships

"8 ~ellowship8

:3 fellowships

10 fellowships

Fellowships amounting to
6 million zloty (45 already
awarded)

20 fellowships

10 fellowships

15 fellowships

50 fellowships per year since 1984
and 30 up-grade short-term
fellowships since 1986

80 fellowohips

55 fellowships for university and
technioal studies

10 fellowships (from
Septe\'lt)el' 1987)

112 fellowships

103 fel'Lowships

'1'0 date 470 fellowships have already been awarded by IPDC under thilt tra ining
proqramno.

C. General 0..;Ber vat ions

22. Since its establishment IPDC has received requests for fina~Jing in the amount
of .79,210,000. Financing has been authorized from the Speoial Account amounting
to $11,110,000, which covers 14.7 per cent of expressed needs. Average financing
for each project is 142,122. These figures make it olear that the response from
the international community to these stated needs has not yet been suoh as to
launoh a process that would put an end to the imbalance existing world-wide in
respect both of the means of oommunioation and of the flow of information. This is
why the Intergovernmental Council at its eighth session requested the UNBSCO
secrotariat to make a detailed study of ways of improving the mobilization of
IPDC's ~inancial resources.

23. Following a report by the Director-Gena,sl to the Executive Board of UNBSCO at
its l25th session (September-OCtober 1986) ~~ the situation of ~he IPDC Special
Account, the Board adopted decision 5.1.1. (125 BX/~~oisions), in whioh it appealed
to member States to strengthen, by means of voluntary oontr~butions, the finanoial
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rosourcos uf tho Sl)ocial Acoount of IlJUC. At itu 126th soaeion (May-Juno l~U'/),

the Exooutive lloard reiterated thiD by expreaainq tho hopo that: mOl'O aUlJatantial
extrabuagotary reoources would be mobilized to enablo this Programma to attain its
objoctivea in full (126 EX/Doclslon 4.1, para. 47).

I 11 • SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND CUL'l'URAL EJi'l"ll:C'l'S Ol!' 'l'tlE 1,CCELll:IU\'l'J!JU
DEVELOPMENT OF COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES

24. In reoolution 41/68 D t.ho General Aaoem~.'Ily alao invited the Diroctor:-Genoral
or UNES~~ to submit to it at ita forty-accond Bossion a roport on the sooia1,
ooonomic and cultural offecto of the aocolerated dcvelopmont of communioation
tochnologios. Tho prosent report therefore continues the aocount already begun in
earlior dcaumonto submitted to the Genoral AB~Qmbly, in particular that preparod
for tho Assembly at ita forty-firat aeoaion (Doe A/4l/5U2, annox, parao. 37-54).

2S. A major part of the repo(t will bo concerned with tho progross of UNESCO's
ongoing programme of collaboratlvo resear~h lnto the impact of the r.ew
communication toohaaologlea, Which extends throughout the paricxl of the
organization's socond medium-teem plan (l~84-J,YaH'), 'J,'he purpose of tho programme
io twofol~1 to promote a aerieu of co-operative resoaroh studios, initially at the
regional level, and to prepare and distrlbut~ !nventories of reaearch in progress
throughout the world. Tho funot~on of UNESCO in this process haa not beon to
ot.>nduct rosearch in its own right or to devolop a highly struotured methodology for
comp~ratlve resoaroh, but rather to act aa oataly5t and faoilitator in an attempt
to bring together individual resoarohers and institutions and to encourage them to
pool their efforts, 80 extending the comparability of their work. It was believed
that, by using i tu lina1 ted r euourcos in ouoh a way, UNl!JSCO could maximize 1to
contribution to a reaearoh fiold that io becoming inoreasingly vigoL~ua and complex.

26. At tho prosent time, :.!4 intordiooiplinar:y studios of various dimonaions of the
now cOllUllunication toohnolOCJioa and their impe.ct. are in prQ9ress in all world
rogl~,s, co-ordinatod by nine researoh inatitutes or non-governmental
organizations. Thoso include studies of the i~paot of direct broadcQatiny
satellites in t.he Maghrob r09ion and in various Aaian countries, popular modia and
tho now conullunioation technologies in the Caribbean, t.he impact of the now
toohnol~)ies on tho ondogenoua oultures of Afri'J8, state-of-the-art surveys 'of ISDN
(intogratod sorvices digital notworks) in Woahtrn European countr1eo and innovatl.vo
applications of now COlMlunloaUon technologies in t.he aociaU~t countries of
J::uroIJo. A partiCUlar omphasis is also being laid in certain studies, e.g_ il\ Asia
and in the Hocialist oountr i08 of Europe, or, t;ha 199al implioations of the new
cOllUlIunication toohnologioa, inclUding quostions 01' copyl'ight.

l7. At the same timo, preliminary inventoriQ3 of research 1n progroDa hBVO been
completed ill wocld regions. In addition, tha Latin Amorican region has continued
to distribute its neWSletter on research in the nqw oamllunication technology field
and ls aooking p~rmanent support for its South-North network, dovotetJ to
information exchange between Latin Amorioa arw the North American continont.
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28. Proposals for the final phase of this programme are contained in the draft
programme and bUdget of UNESCO for 1988-1989, which will be sUbmitted for approval
to the General Conference at its twenty-fourth session in October/November 1987.
These include a review meeting to consider the findings of work carried out under
this programme and a final publication summarizing the evolution, main trends and
conclusions of the research undertaken.

29. Activities in this field are not, however, confined to the programme described
above. Within UNESCO·s regular programme, the impact and potential of the new
communication technologies are recognized in a number of programmes which have been
conceived and framed in a common perspective. The experimental edition of World
Communication Report, a project jointly financed by the regular programme and IPDC
will contain a special section on this theme, and an ongoing programme for the
updating of COMNET (the International Network of Documentation Centres on
Communication Research and Policies) focuses on both the progressive
computerization of the network and the revision of its main classification
instrument, the UNESCO Mass Communication Thesaurus, to take adequate account of
the field.

30. One of the concerns of the World Decade for Cultural Development, as approved
by the General Assembly at its forty-first session (resolution 41/187 of
8 December 1986) is the interaction between traditional and modern technologies and
the impact of the latter on cultural creativity and development. The most recent
meeting in the series of regional Intergovernmental Conferences on Communication
Policies (ARABCOM, for the 'Arab States, h ~ld at Khartoum, Sudan, in JUly 1987)
placed a strong emphasis on the impact of new communication technologies, in
particular ARABSAT, the regional sattelite, which is now in operation. The draft
programme and budget for 1988-1989 also extends this area of research, proposing to
investigate such phenomena as the impact of new technological forms on development
and freedom of the press, and the problems posed by changing technologies in such
areas as copyright and the circulation of materials. The impact of the new
technologies on research methodology is not forgotten; in partiCUlar, the
monitoring of information flow will, in future, need to be supported by new
techniques of audience measurement, since modern communication forms, such as cable
and satellite, extend beyond national boundaries. The programme also envisages a
number Qf regional workshops on communication policy, which will focus on
decision-making needs and processes associated with the introduction of new
technological forms.

31. Another part of the regUlar programme of UNESCO is concerned with the
development of technologies appropriate to developing countries and with their
endogenous production and distribution. Under programme 111.3.2 "Acquisition of
appropriate plant and equipment and endogenous production of eqUipment", UNESCO
commissioned the design of several low-cost items of broadcasting equipment (audio
mixer, 10 Watt VHF/FM transmitters, 100 watt amplifier, unmanned relay station,
solar-powered VHF/FM receiver and solar units), following cOhsultations between
,engineers and technicians from developing and industrialized countries. All this
hardware has been designed in order to meet the requirements of the transfer of
expertise. Its assembling leads to self-learning and understanding of the
functioning and operation of hardware and at the same time facilitates
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ml1intollancf). Somo hurdwar.e also I'ollows orgollolllical criteria and the environment
of the users. 1\ major tH'lpect of this programlllo 1u that developing countt'ios cun
gradually devolop their infraotructul:CHl more indepondently of COllu\le['cial
considorations. '1'0 onDure a long-toI:11l buso for continuing this work, the programme
also onvisages establishing u human reSOUl:ce notwork that will asoiet UNl!:SCO in
implomenting projects in thin fiold.

32. 'I'h<.! l:adio broadcasting equipment has boon used for cOllulluni ty ,md regional
radio pua:poaes in different. areas: Africa, Asia and the Caribbean. 'l'he
transmitter is at present being used by news agencies to send their dispatches.

33. Itogarding olectronic data-transfer, UNl!:SCO has co-operated closely with dosign
enginoors on a low-coat electronic mailbox, using ordinary telephone lines. It can
be configured to operate with any kind of micro-computer or maint'ramo, und can even
be uccessed by 1.1 simph~ keybourd and VUU (Video display unit).

34. 'i"he beginningo of: an infol'lnation netwot'k have boen establiBheu betwQen UNJ!]SCO
headquarters and somo re9iol1al field oi:Ciceo, us well as with several
non-governmental organization officeo working closely with UNESCO.

3~. In tho (ield of software, UNESCO has developed progrummoG able to write local
dialects electronically, Which (its into the lIIodernhation of printin9 for
newspapers and books.

36. A software proyramme called OSCAH (open system for cOJlullunication,
administration and retrieval) has been doveloped anu comprisos lIIeosa90 switching
and diotributioll, editing of news dispatches, und filing or l:otrieval of archival
dispatchus. 'l'he p,:ogl.'umme is (Jesigned o/;Jpec:l.ally for regional antl nution.::ll news
agendes.

n. 1\ oor iea of OXPOL' ill~entu with a compact satelli tQ ear th terlllinv. based on the
prototypo tlosignetl lJy INMA1WNl' will be under: taken DO as to adupt this oquipment to
meet the needu of dcvo10ping countrieo on <l low-cost basiu.


