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Report of the Secretary-General

1. In its resolution 39/137 of 14 December 1984, the General Assembly requested
the Commission on Human Rights and the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Pr.otection of Minorities to consider further the idea of
elaborating a draft of a second optional protocol to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty. The
Assembly also requested the Secretary-General to inform it at its forty-second
session of the consideration given to this question by the Commission and the
Sub-Commission. The present report is submitted pursuant to that reques~.

2. In its resolution 1984/19, adopted at its fortieth session, in 1984, the
Commission on Human Rights decided to transmit to the Sub-Commission the draft of a
seconn optional protocol and invited the Sub-Commission to consider it and to
submit its views thereon to the Commission at its forty-first session.

3. Subseauent1y, the Sub-Commission, in its resolution 1984/7, recommended to the
Economic and Social Council, through the Commission on Human Rights, that it
authorize the SUb-Commission to entrust Mr. M. Bossuyt with the preparation of an
analysis concerning the proposition to elaborate a second optional protocol.
FOllowing the recommendations of the sub-Commission and of the Commission in its
resolution 1985/46, the Ec::onanic and Social Council, in its resolution 1985/41 of
30 May 1985, authorized the Sub-Commission to entrust the Special Rapporteur with
th~ task of preparing an analysis on the subject and to present his recommendations
to the Sub-Commission at its thirty-nJnth session.

4. In its decision r987/104~ the Commission on Human Rights, at its forty-third
session, decided to consider further at its forty-fourth session the idea of
elaborating a second optional protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and
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Political Rights aiming at th~ abolit1on of thft dftath penalty and r.~ueeted the
Secretary-r~n~ral to inform th~ r~n~ral Assembly of itp deniaion.

5. The Suh-Commissl0n on Prevention of Diecriminat10n anct Protect ton ~f

Minorlt18A, at its thirty-nlnth Be~sion, in 1987, had before it the re~ort by tho
RpeciaJ Rapporteur (E/CN.4/Hllb.2/.1987/?O). The Rub-Co1nmtAston considered aq~ncla

it~m 9 (e) on the e1ahoration of a second optional protocol t0gether with item 9 aB
a wholtt (liThe adminlfltratlOn at: juatiC'e and the human rightEl of. detainees") and HI'
variou~ other ~U~-lt8m8 at its 22nct ~o 27th m~~tingB and at its 36th meeting, held
from 25 to 27 Auquat and on 3 f?ptember lQ87. Statements made in thoee mft~tinqB

Are reflected in the relf1vant f1umml!lry recordFl, which, togAthflr with the ~pecial

Rapporteur le report, artl .... vllill'1b.lfi for consul tation.

6. At the f,ub-CommiMion'e 2,nd r1enary meeting, \.1n 25 f\\Iguflt 1987, the Special
Rapporteur introduced hi~ t:f'!port, lIncl at t.he 36th J11t"etinq, on :~ September, the
Rub-Comrnia[llOn conaiderprj /l rlrdt renn1l1tlon nn the draft optional protocol a1minq
at to,h. lIbolitton of thfi ciffOth penalty. !It that meetlna I!Incl pursuant to rule n!'i,
pnraqraph 2, nf thft ruleo of procedure of the functional comm1~alons of the
EconC'XTItc ISnd Roctal COllncil, th .. Ruh-Cnmm1Bsion, in itF.l oeoill10n 1987/109, dflcic'lprl
to tak~ no ~utlon on thnt draft raBnlution.


