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SECRETLRY-GENERAL'S BULLETIN

To: Menbers of the sgtaif

Bubject: ACCESS TO LEAGUE OF NATIONS ARCHIVES
With effect from the date of issuance ofvthis‘bulletin, sccess to the
archives of the League of Nations at the United Nations Cffice in Geneva will
be guverwed by the following rules. )
U THANT
Secretary-General

RULAG GOVERNING ACCEGS TO THS LRCHIVES COF THE LEAGUE OF N4TIONS

General %, The archives of the League of Nations, with the exception of
coulitions the cutegories of material defined in paragraph 3 below, shall
¢ access be owen for consultation in eitu from the beginning of the

calendar year following the date on which the moet recent item
in the file concerned has attained forty years..

Sxemptions 2.  The Director-General of the United Natlons Office at Geneva
may grant exemptions from the rule atated in paragraph 1 in
favour of researchere proving a legitimate interest in material
of more recent date. The Director-General may, however, refuse
applicants access to documente which are unmuistgkably still of

_ a confidential or secret neture. The beneficlary may ve required
to undertake to submit the manuscript of his work to the
Director-General before publicaticn. '
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3. The following iteme shall ro=main clnced for a rericd
ot gixty yearc:

(a) Files contaeining internul documents ci rutionsl
udministrations unnfticielly communicated gt the time tu
League of Nations officisls or commiseiloners by Governments
whose archivee ure not cpen tn regearchers for the dotes
in guesticn;

(b) Files vontnining documents which, if divulges,
might injure the yrepute, affect the privacy or endunger
the safety of individuals; .

(c) Pereonul files cf officials or agents ct the
League of Nutlons

4, The copying, répruduction and publication of decuments
to which access is given shall be subject to the Irllow1n
principles:

(a) Researchers shall be warned that the United Haticns™
ls not in & position to relesse them from any obligastiocns '
in respect of ccpyright held by persons whose works may &2
found in ‘the archives;

(b) The reproductiun ur publication of large bndies
of files (whole archive groups or large series therein)
shell not be permitted;

(¢) The United Nations services shall not be obliged
te carry out the actual wecrk of reprcductlon, even agsinsti

paymnent.

5. The Director-General cf the United Nations Office at
Geneva shall be responsible for the implementation of this
decision, particulerly with regerd to the determination of
reserved files, the practical methcds of providing access
and the granting of the exemption for which provieion is
made in paragraph 2. He ghall report annually to the
Secretary-General on the operation of these rules, and nhﬂll
report on each occaslon when Important exemptions are
granted pursuant to paragraph 2.




