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Ihe meeting was called to order at 4,10 p.m.
AGENDA ITEMS 67 AND 68 (gontinued)

GENERAL DEBATE, CONSIDERATION OF AND ACTION ON DRAFT RESOLUTIONS ON
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AGENDA ITEMS

Mr. TUN (Myanmar): A just and reliable system of international
peace and security is one of the acknowledged goals of all nations. That goal
has eluded us in the past four decades but today, now that the cold war is
over and the rivalry between power blocs has withered away, there is an
unprecedented opportunity to shape a new security order at the global level.

At this important juncture in history we should seek to develop an order
in which security is achlieved through negotiations, not through intimidation
and military might; in which the gap between the North and the South and
social injustices are seen as real threats to the peace and stability of the
whole world; and in which collective security is sought through the rule of
law, not reliance on force. As the Secretary-General has so rightly pointed
out in his report on the work of the Organization for this year,

"the concern that the principles of [the United Nations] Charter should

‘govern the emerging international érder continues and is accentuated by
all current developments." (A/46/1, seqtion I. second para,)

The promotion of international peace and secutity.calls for the
strengthening of the United Nations and for strict adherence to the Charter.
The Charter stands as valld today as it did when it was first framed., The
basic principles enshrined in it are accepted not just as norms for
international conduct between Member States, but as principles of

international law applicable to all States.
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As we seek to enhance international peace and security, we should remind
ourselves of the important provisions of the Charter, which includes: the
principle of sovereign equality of States; fulfilment in good faith of the
obligations assumed by Members in accordance with the Charter; peaceful
settlement of international disputes; non-use of force; refraining from the
threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political
independence of any State; and, most important, non-intervention in the
affairs of other States.

To these binding treaty provisions must be added the principles of
peaceful coexistance enunciated at the Bandung Conference in 1955, the
declarations of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries and of regional
organizations; and successive resolutions of the United Nations General
Assembly, in particular the 1965 Declaration on intervention, the 1970
friendly relations Declaration and the 1970 Declaration on the Strengthening
of International Security. These Declarations prohibit the use of economic,
political or any other type of coercion to obtain from a State the
subordination of the exercise of its sovereign rights.

It is against that background that my delegation views with concern
certain actions and moralistic stances that are likely to erode the cardinal
principles of the Charter. As the leader of my delegation, His Excellency
U Ohn Gyaw, Minister for Foreign Affairs, reminded the Gensral Assembly in his
address on 4 October,

"Among the developments that are causing serious concern and
anxiety, particularly among the small and the weak, are moralistic
stances that, in truth, conceal attcmpts to modify the time-honoured

concept of sovereignty and to erode certain cardinal principles
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of the Charter, such as the principle of non-interference in the internal
affairs of other States, the principle of respect for the territorial
integrity and political independence of States, ard the principle of the
soveceign equality of States." (A/46/PV.22. p. 27)

Regrettably, such attempts are becoming increasingly manifest in the
sphere of human rights, notwithstanding the Secretary General‘'s warning that,
“The maximum caﬁtlon neads to be exercised lest the defence of human
rights becomes a platform for encroaching on the essential domestic

jurisdiction of States and eroding their sovereignty. Nothing would be a

surer prescription for snarchy than an abuse of this principle.” (A/46/1,

sact, VI, ninth para.)

There is today a need to ensure fairness and justice. Human rights
cannot and should not be championed in one place and disregarded ia another.
Neither should the focus on human rights be limited to political and civil
rights. The promotion of economic, social and cultural rights also deserve to
be considered. Indeed, the most utgeut_and basic human rights that need to be
proﬁ;ted in the developing world are the rights to life and development.

Myanmar attaches the utmost importance to the right of all nations freely
to choose their political, ecouomic and social syetems.lthe systems best
suited to their own counditions, and firmly believes that it will serve the
cause of peace and security if all nations respect this right.

Any consideration of a programme to remove threats to international peace
and security must therefore take into account the need to tackle the roots of
insecurity - hunger, ignorunce, poverty, social inequalities and envirommental

degradation. In the future world order persistence of wide dlsparities in the

living standards between nations and within nations have no place. The
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process of disarmament that we have been advocating in this Committee and
other disarmament forums can in the long run release tremendous resources -
now being expended on armaments - for the purpose ¢f raising the standards of
living of all States, particularly the developing countries, where the hope
for peace is inextricably linked with striving for economic and social
progress.,

The momentous transformations now taking place provide mankind with an
opportunity to build a just and reliable systein of international peace and
security for all, based on the twin principles of the rule of law and
justice. The challenges for the international community remain formidable and
greater cooperation and accommodation will be required, but the attainment of

a reliable system of international peace and security demands nothing less.

o
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Mr. SOQUVANNAVONG (Lao People's Democratic Republic): As this is ti
first time that I have spoken in the First Committee, allow me to congratulat

you, Sir, on your unanimous election and on your introductory statement on o1

agenda item on international security. May I also offer my conqtatulations‘t
the other members of the Bureau on their election. I wish at this point to
take the opportunity to express our gratitude to the Under-Secretary-General
for Political and Security Council Affairs, Mr. Safronchuk, for his
constructive contrabution to the work of the First Committee.

Over the past year, the world situation has undergone changes; a new er:
of peace and cooperation has begun, and the risks of nuclear confrontation
have progressively lessened. In July 1991, the Soviet Union and the United
States concluded a strategic arms reduction Treaty. Also, very recently,
through the initiative of President George Bush of the United States, which
was then reciprocated by President Mikhail Gorbachev of the Soviet Union, th
possibility has emerged of eliminating tactical nuclear weapons and cancelli
some of the military nuclear programmes of the two countries. The fact that

this new situation has developed has made our world more secure from the

threat of war.
Although the world situation has changed positively, many conflicts and
tensions remain far from being solved in various regions of the world, and m
ignite war at any moment. The continuing modernization of weapons, includin
nuclear weapon tests, is still a threat to all mankind. Also, there still
exist many other factors of instability which could jeopardize seriously the
security of peoples, such as poverty, hunger, malnutrition, diseasse and
illiteracy, and the growing disparities between developed and developing

countries.
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Thus, the need to establish a genuinely fair and reasonable new political
and economic order is of paramount importance, and the international community
has its part to play in tackling this overreaching concern so as to ensure a
solid foundation for a new global paﬁtern of peace and security. In this
regard, my delegation fully endorses the remarks made by the Secretary-General
in his annual report of 1991 on the work of the Organization:

",.. one cannot disregard the existing imbalances and asymmetries within

regions that cause recurrent tensions and insecurity". (AZ46/71. sect, VII)

In the Asia-Pacific region, the tense probiems and conflictas have eased.
The admission of the Democratic People‘'s Republic of Korea and the Republic of
Korea to the United Nations is another important step towards peace and
security in the Korean peninsula and the peaceful reunification of the country.

The Lao People's Democratic Republic supports the five-point initiative
put forward by the Secretary-GCeneral, aimed at settling the conflict in
Afghanistan by peaceful means.

Regarding the situation in Cambodia, we welcome the signing of the Paris
peace agreement, which will turan Cambodia into an independent, sovereign,
peaceful, neutral and non-aligned country having good relations with all
countries, in particular with its close neighbours.

The Lao People's Democratic Republic attaches great importance to the
security, stability, peace and development of the region. In this regard, we
support all eftorts aimed at promoting confidence-building measures at
regional and subregional levels in order to ease tensions and streagthen

peaceful cooperation and friendship between nationms. We are of the view that
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the States Members of our Organization must cooperate with each other on the
basis of the princir" s of mutual respect for each other's sovereignty and
territurial integrity: non-aggression; non-interference in each other's
interna) affairs; equality; and mutual benefit, in conformity with the Charter
of the United Nations.

Today, the United Nations has a more important role teo play than ever
before. We expect to see a further strengthening of the role of the United
Nations in order to guarantee the interests of all countries and afford them
all jastice. <The Lao People's Democratic Republic, along with all other
Member States, is ready to contribute to the streugthening of the United
Natlions role in maintaining world pegce and security. .

Mr. GHEZAL (Tunisia) (interpratation from Fremch): My delegation,
which had the honour, during the general debate on all disarmament issues, of
congratulating you on your unanimous election to the chairmanship of our
Committee, would like to take rhis opportunity today to teil you how gratified
we are by the outstanding way in which you have been‘gniding the work of our
Committee, which has been reflected in the broad consensus which has emerged
nnder your leadership on & great number of issues that have becen debated here.

The rrlationship between security and disarmament is no longer a
theoretical question. Indeed, in an ever more interdependent world,
disarmament, which helps maintain security in military terms, is nowadays ac
longer the orly factor in security, mor is it a universal guarantee of peace.
That apar%, the survival of humanity is slso threatened by other,
non-military, dangers, such as underdevelorment, negative economic growth,
famines, the foreign debt crisis, environmental degradation and many other

equally alarming aspects.
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The general debate on all disarmament issues highlighted the conviction
shared by all delegations here that the concept of security is nowadays a
global concept which covers not only the military and political, but also the

economic, human and social aspects.
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At the same time, we do not yet know whether, at the end of the twentieth
century, the challenge of gereral and complete disarmament in all its forms
and manifestations has been met. Rather, a long road still lies ahead of us
before that goal can be attained. On the other hand, however, we must not
underestimate the great progress made recently in this area, including the
signature last November in Puris of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in
Surope and the signing in July 1990 in Moscow of the agreement in principle on
the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, as well as the important statements by
President George Bush and President Mikhail Gorbachev on reducing and
elimixnating several types of strategic and tactical weapons.

My delegation has joined with all the other delegations that have voiced
their satisfaction over the progress made and has appeale® to all the other
military Powers in the world to join in with the United States and Soviet
initiative so that our progress in disarmament and its dividends may take ever
more concrete form and have an impact in othe: areas of human activity.

In the light of these remarkable developments, we can only repeat that
the military component of international security must be examined even more
closely by the great military Powers, because of their responsibility in this
area and in the maiatenance of international peace and ;ecurity. and they must
redouble their efforts as quickiy as possible to rémove all the obstacles to
general and complete disarmament.

It is therefore particularly importaat today to understand the complex
dual nature of security. This is not shown merely in the absence of war, but
also and above all by the existence of serious and positive assurances of
non-recourse to the use of force and the establishment of global conditions

conducive to peaceful development.
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To act in such a way that mankind is no longer hostage to military
arsenals and to promote peaceful development for all States are two closely
linked aspects of international security, which it is mainly the
responsibility of the great military Powers to ensure, since peace dividends
cannot flow automatically from sporadic disarmament initiatives but must also
be backel up by sustained parallel action and even form an urgent priority in
the present international situation.

My country, Tunisia, a peace-loving country, which devotes its resources
to the well-being of its citizens, will remain unswerving in its dedication to
the great principles governing this Organization, pleading for peace,
understanding and concord. In accord with the pacifist stand that it has
chosen, Tunisia has taken part in United Nations peacekeeping operations from
1960 in the Congo, Kinshasa, till the present day in Cambodia.

In the same spirit, my country unreservedly supports the creation of
nuclear-weapon-free zones and zones free from all types of weapons of mass
destruction, and it reacts positively to any act’on or initiative, on whatever
scale, designed to reduce regional and international) tensions; and calls for
crises and conflicts to be resolved by peaceful means.

Because of the Arab, African and Mediterranean dimensions in which
Tunisia exists, my country is firmly convinced that in addition to the need to
introduce and encourage disarmament initiatives in our region, it is also of
prime importance to solve the conflicts that for decades now have plunged the
region into an atmosphere of tension, threatening peace and intermational

security several times in the course of the turbulent history of the region.
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We firmly hope that the Madrid peace conference, in which Tuniaia took
part as an observer through the intermedisry of the Secretary-General of the
Arab Maghreb Union, will end without further delay im a just and lasting
solution to the Palestine question, so that the Palestinian people can at last
win back its legitimate rights under the principles of international law, so
that Lebanon can live in peace, and so that the Syrian Arab Republic can
regain its sovereignty over the Golan region. Only when these conditions have
been fulfilled and these objectives are attained will the peoples of the
region be able to live in peace in harmony and understanding on a just and
equitable basis.

Regional security is closely linked to universal peace. This link should
make all States, large or small, assume greater responsibility for the future
of our world, where interdependence has become the cornerstone of
international relations and a feature of the world order to which we all
aspire.

Because of this coaviction, my dalegation cannot stress too much the idea
that the Mediterranean region remains, along with other regions of the world,
one of the keys to international security. A semi-enclosed sea, a basin
linking Africa, EBurope and the Middle East, in the many.thousand years of its
history it has seen the birth and rise of great civilizations and has become
the legacy of each and every one of us.

The future of the Mediterranean and tha prospects for making it a lake of
peace, understanding and cooperation have always been a facet of the

aspirations to civiliszation of my country and of its peaceful policy. This
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political guideline has brought Tunisia and the other countries of the Arab
Maghreb Union into poeitive and fruitful dialogue with the Buropean couatries
on the northern shores of the Mediterranean, with a view to providing even
greater security for this lake and making it a commoan denominator for the
peaceful aspirations of the countries on both its northern and its southern
shores.

Today we are trying, through the political, economic, social and human
dynamic that has sprung up among the countries along both shores of the
Mediterranean, and through the progress so far achieved, to illustrate the
enormous prospects for socurity and economic and cultural cocperation at a
regional level, to be gained from gradually eliminating the economic and
developmental disparities among the Mediterranean peoples.

It is with the desire to achieve this common destiny that Tunisia is
preparing to host, at the beginning of 1992, the summit meeting of the
countries of the Arab Maghreb Union and the northern shore of the
Mediterranean. The meeting will, we firmly believe, meet the aspirations of
the countries involved and thus constitute a further step in the world peace
process,

With the end of the cold war and confrontation, only actions carried out
in a constructive spirit of agreement can guarantee that the system of peace,
security and cooperation established under the Charter of the United Nations
can effectively prevent a return to confrontation and ensure that the next fow
decades will be marked by a new way of moving civilization forward as a

unified whole by bringing together the most noble achievements of mankind.
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We know that the road leading to the achievement of these objectives is
long, but it is none the less encouraging to note that dialogue has already
allowed us to single out a certain number of shared and interdependent
elements in a global concept of security. These elements are particularly the
“demililarisation" of thought and behaviovr, the humaniszation of international
relations and the expansion of peace dividends so that they can serve to
benefit all countries and all people.

Only in this way can we make sure that mankind is no longer the hostage
of military arsemals but rather the ultimate objective of sny and all action
to promote peace throughout the world.

M. BAEV (Bulgaria)s Today we are witnessing a general revival of
faith and trust in the United Nations capability to find answers to the
challenges facing mankind. Especially high hopes are pinned on its ability to
safeguard international pjeace and security. Unique opportunities are opening
up for peoples to bulld a new world order based on universal security and
broad cooperation between States, the supremacy of law, respect for human
rights and fundamental fraedoms, effective arms control and dynamic economic
and social development. The world Organization is destined to play an
important role as a unique, versatile mechanism and centre for harmonizing the
iaterests and actions of States in this direction. Experience accumulated
during the cold war period convincingly shows that the use of predominantly
military factors in efforts towards safeguarding security inevitably results
in an extremely dangerous arms race, the distortion of priorities, the
disregard of ti:e ueed to seek solutions to a number of potentially explosive

global problems and ultimately in less security.
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We can see the first outgrowth of the new world political order in the
achievements of the international community in solving by peaceful means the
problems of Namibia and Cambodia, in the substantial progress made towards the
settlement of the conflicts in Afghanistan, Ceantral Americs and Western
Sahara, and in encouraging signs in relation to the Cyprus question. They
also bear relation to the hopes for promoting the peace process in the M’ idle
East. We wholeheartedly with all success to the upcoming bilateral talks
between the parties involved.

New democratic Bulgaria is fully committed to these positive processes
and is ready to participate as an integral part in them. The free and genuine
elections held last month in my country rasulted in forming the first
government in 45 years without communist participation, that of the Union of
Democratic Forces. My country is turning its face to the future; it has
categorically renounced its totalitarian past and irreversibly takem the road
of radical democratic changes, swift economic reform along free-market lines,
strict conformity with high international standards in human rights, and
radical reform of its armed forces. By the end of 1994, Bulgaria will trim
its armed forces to the quotas determined by the Vienna Dccument.

Despite the general positive changes in the world on which we place our
hopes for the future, serious o0ld threats to peace and security remain while
new ones continue to emerge, namely, national, ethnic and religious conflicts,
mass violations of human rights, economic and social misery and environmental
disasters. In today's interdependent world there can be no guarantees against

the adverse impact of such factors. To us this is undoubtedly a source of

concern.
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1 feel bound to voice here my country's serious apprehemsion about the
conflict in neighbouring Yugoslavia, which is acquiring increasingly alarming
proportions. Bulgaria has repeatedly pleaded for a political settlement of
the crisis and for recognition of the right to self-determination of all
parties involved by means of peaceful dialogue and negotiations. We are
resolutely against the unilateral redrawing, by force, of the existing borders.

Bulgaria supports the efforts of the international community ia the
search for solutions to the crisis in Yugoslavia. We follow with particular
attention the serious and active efforts of the European Communities in this
direction - which unfortunately have not yet succeeded.

We welcome the involvement of the Security Council towards finding a
solution to the crisis. Bulgaria is ready to make its contribution, including
making available }f necessary any facilities - communications, logistics and
other conveniences - to observers from the European Communities in the
territory of Bulgaria along its border with Yugoslavia. The presence of such
observers will demonstrate once again our sincere, good intentions towards our
weaé;rn neighbour and will prevent misunderstanding or disinformation.

A key priority in Bulgaria's new foreign policy is the quest for adequate
guarantees for its national security, sovereignty and independence. In this
sense, the debate on agenda item 68 is of particular interest to my delegation

In compliance with Chapter VIII of the Charter, we attach paramount
importance to the strengthening of security on a regional and sﬁbregional
level. In the context of the Balkans, I would like to refer to this year's
annual report o:r the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization, in

which he states:
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"... One cannot disregard the existinc imbalances and asymmetries within

regions that cause recurrent tensions and insecurity". (A/46/71, sect. VII)

Such a view is fully in line with the gensrally shared understanding of
the precariousness of balances in the Balkans and the common interest in their
preservation. Too much weaponry has already been stockpiled, especially in
the corridor between those countries members of the Warsaw Treaty and those
members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organigzation (NATO). Suc.a an anachronism
is in drastic variance with the new processes in Europe. The Balkans need new
approaches in dealing with these problems.

The Bulgarian Head of State recently declared the country's readiness to
propose the beginning of a trilateral political dialogue with Greece and
Turkey at an appropriate level which should lay the foundations for future
constructive consultations. Such consultations on an ongoing basis would not
only help clarify existing problems and overcome the legacy of the past, but
they could also make it easier to outline relevant decisions in the sphere of
regional secrrity and stability.

Bulgaria also relies for its security on the bilateral treaties of
friendship and all-round cooperation already signed or pending signature with
a number of States with similar or coinciding interests. As a country
bordering on the Mediterranean, we appreciate the importance of
security-building in this region for the security of tke world at large, and
we offer our support and concrete cooperation to the efforts of all States
concerned.

Bulgaria looks forward to its integration in the European structures,
namely, the prospective signing of an agreement of association with the
European Communities and its admission to full membership c¢f the Council of

Europe. We expect these to open up opportunities for broad political,
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economic and other cooperation, imcluding cooperation on various aspects of
security. In this context we also attach great importance to promoting our
cooperation with the Westera European Union.

Guided by a desire to contribute actively to efforts at strerngthening
security, Bulgaria intends to act as host in the coming year to a broadly
representative international conference on matters of regional security in
Burope.

We see our inherent national interest in the establishment of an integral
Euro-Atlantic space based on universally recognised democratic values that
would make it possible to use ever mor. fully the positive potential of the
process of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Burope (CSCE) in
eliminating threats and challenges to stability in Europe at presert.
Conflict prevention and crisis management are the two main tasks the soiution
of which should be sought more actively and efficiently within the framework
of the new institutions, structures and mechanisms of the European process.

Bulgaria regards NATO as a major factor providing assurances foxr its
security. As the Bulgarian President, Mr. Zhelyu Zhelev, stated receatly in
his speech in the Council of NATO,

“The decisions [of NATO] made in Rome have a paramount importance
for the future not only of NATO, but of the entire architecture of
European security. These decisions are positive proof that NATO will
continue to live up to its role as a guarantor of security and mainstay

of stability in the emerging Buro-Atlantic community."
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Indeed, NATO's Rcme Daeclaration of 8 November marks another major step
forward in this direction, as well as a decisive contribution to the
establishment of a new European peace order. It supplements the transatlantic
link between the democracies of Europe and those of North America with a new
“eastern dimension” of qualitatively new relations in a partnership with the
new democracies of Central and Eastern EBurope. The consultations that now
take place by way ot periodic meetings between the Foreign Ministers and
Ambassadors of the new European democracies and the North Atlantic Council
will make possible the early inclusion in the decision-making process of the
issues cf security and stability in the eastern parts of the continent.

The new international climate provides the United Nations with favourable
opportunities to act as an effective mechanism for the maintenance of
international peace and security, as conceived by the Organisation's
founders. We attach great significance to the Security Council's ability to
perform its duties effectively in this vital sphere. At the same time we
stress that the Council's decisions must be strictly observed. Ample evidence
of the graat potential in this field has been provided by the world
Organisation's concerted action in connection with the Persian Gulf crisis and
by its growing role in the settlsment of regional comflicts.

At the same time, as a result of the humanitarian and eavironmental
consequences of the Gulf War, the international community must in future
devote much greater attention to fuller utilization of the potential of
preventive diplomacy in the early identification and avoidance of potential

crises.
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Today, the interdependence of States and regions is becoming more
clear-cut. Certain long-dormant threats to security are becoming increasingly
tangible, and firmer and more resolute discouragement is therefore necessary.
In this respect a particularly alarming factor is the uncontrollabie spread of
high technology, which may result in the acquisition by aggressive and
irresponsible regimes, of weapons of mass destruction., as well as their
delivery systems, or in the stockpiling of modern conventional weapéns in
destabilizing quantities - guantities far in excess of States' legitim: e
self-defence needs. Such tendencies arc especially alarming when they are
detected in regions charged with tension and potential conflict.

An important means of previnting such alarming tendencies is
comprehensive encouragement and enhancement, under United Nations auspices, of
openness, confidence and stability in all aspects of security. To these ends,
Bulgaria fully supports and will participate in the process - a process begun
at this session - of creating adequate ma~“inery for the collection and
registration of relevant data.

Clearly, the building of the new world political order of universal
security and cooperation between States will be a long, phased process, in
which the United Nations will play a leading role. Ia this respect, an
important place will no doubt be allocated to the First Committee. Bulgaria
stands ready to do all it can to contribute to the success of this noble
endzavour.

Mr. CAMILLERI (Malta): The demise of the era of super-Power
confrontation has introduced new and significant elements into the debate on

international security. With the removal of the constraints of global
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strategic considerations, a number of political, ethnic and national rivalries
have arisen, or re-emerged, to challenge and disturb regional and
international peace and stability. At the same time, long-standing regional
problems have reared their heads, with a sharpened and more clearly focused
intensity.

On the positive side, the international community has atarted to display,
at both regional and global levels, an encouraging unity of purpose and
readiness to act collectively in the pursuit of solutions to problems that
threaten peace and security.

The conflict in the Gulf has been seen by many as an early and dramatic
manifestation of the challenges, as well as the opportunities, that exist in
the emerging world order. It should be remembered, however, that the Gulf
experience occurred very shortly after the early atages of the dismantlement
of the o0ld world order. Both in its genesis and in the manner of its
resolution, that conflict therefore contained elemeats of both tha old and the
new,

The most Aisturbing aspect of the Gulf situation was the massive use of
force and the destruction, suffering and loss of life involved in securing
wvhat in some respects remains an incomplete resolution of the root problem.
The most positive aspect of the situation lies in the determination,
promptness and effectiveness with which the international community, working
through the Security Council, resolved to take concerted actiom to liberate a
victim of aggression.

The Gulf experience teaches that the resolution of problems that threaten
international peace and legality reaquires tremendous determination and

resourcefulness. It requires also a truly genuine consensus within the
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{nternational community with regard to the course of action to be followed in
specific situations. In the forging of this consensus the role of the General
Assembly, as the only truly universal international forum, should not be
underestimated.

The General Assembly has another important role to play - an importaat
role in addition to the building of consensus in respect of individual
issues. This concerns the need to ensure that the same principles inspire
equally the international community's approaches to all issues that threaten
peace and security.

Unfortunately, there are many situations - they are to be found in most
regions of the world - that threaten peace and security and challenge and test
the readiness and capacity of the international community to search for just
and lasting solutions. Perhaps the greatest challenge 1ies in the
long-festering difficulties of the Middle Bast. The international community
has agonised interminably over the problem - in particnlar, its core issue:
the question of Palestine.

The last few months have seen an intensification of the efforts to launch
a peace process in the Middle Bast. These efforts culminated in the opening
of the peace conference in Madrid - a conference that takes much of its
inspiration from the relevant Security Council resolutionms, especially
resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973), as well as from the General Assembly's
proposa.- for the International Peace Conference on the Middle East. A
resslution embodying thuse proposals was adopted by the Assembly at its
thirty-first session, and similar resolutions were adopte2 annually thereafter.

Malta welcomes and supports the process that was launched in Madrid. We
hope that, in spite of the many difficulties that iie ahead, all the parties

will persevere - will stick to the path of dialogue and peace - and display

e et s o
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the spirit of understanding and compromise that is indispensable if there is
to be a just and lasting solution to the problem.

We see in the peace process that was launched in Madrid many of the new
and positive elements that now characterise the approach to issues of peace
and security - the absence of glcbal strategic considerations that magnify and
compound problems of a reqgional nature; the readiness of the intermational
community to participate with the parties directly involved and to assist them
in their search for just and lasting solutions; the collective determination
to seek such solutions through peaceful dialogue rather than through resort to
the use of arms.

In the case of other problems of a regional nature this approach is
achieving positive results. This is especially so in the case of Cambodia,
but it is evident in Afghanistan, Cyprus, Western Sahara, Central America and
varﬁous parts of Africa also.

One significant charactsyristic of the new approach is the increasingly
important role of regional participants in the initiatives aimed at securing
solutions to regional problems. We see this tendency also in the region of
the Mediterranean, where there has never been any lack of problems that,
though of a regional nature, have serious and far-reaching implications for
Burcpean and, indeed, for glodal peace and security.

The particular relevance of Maditerranean problems to the wider issues of
global peace and security arises from the fact that the region 1lies on the
axis of what used to be the East-West divide and what coatinues to be the

North-South divide.




AE/bag A/46/C.1/PV. 43
25 (a-8)

(Mr._Comilleri, Malta)

The vestiges of the o0ld super-Power confrontation are progressively being
dismantled, even in our region. The 1987 Treaty between the United States of
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on the Elimination of
Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles - the INF Treaty - saw the
removal of land-based intermediate nuclear missiles from our vicinity. This
year, following unilateral decisions by the United States and by the Soviet
Union no longer to deploy tactical nuclear missiles on naval vessels, there is
now a prospect that the ban will be extended to the seas surrounding us,.

As an unarmed country in the centre of the Mediterranean - a country
whose secuiity is directly affected by the process of regional peace and the
fostering of good-neighbourliness - Malta welcomes and encourages these
developments. Like our regional neighbours, we are aware that the fundamental
problems of our region have as much to do with the human dimension as with the

military dimension.



JRS/7 A/C,1/746/PV.43
26

(Mr._Cemillori, Malta)

The marked social, cultural and economic diversity that has traditionally
characterised life along the shores of our region has historically served both
as a unifying and a dividing factor. It is for this reason that even in their
division, Mediterranean peoples can still f£ind elements that bring them
together. 1In this spirit, and in the light of its strategic geopolitical
situation, Malta has been a meeting-place for Mediterranean peoples and
cultures and seeks to make its contribution to the promotion of cooperation
and understanding in our region.

This need is especially felt at the present time, when the growiug gap
between North and South is also being reflected in the deepening economic
disparities between the northern and southern shores of the Mediterranean and
the human dislocation that it engenders. Ian the face of this reality, 10
States of the region have launched the initiative of the Western Mediterranean
Forum to consider and discuss in particular those problems that arise in the
context of the combination of geographical proximity and economic disparity.
Following an extended preparatory process of consultation, the 10 countries of
the Western Mediterranean Forum agreed in Algiers last month to hold their
first summit meeting early next year in Tunisia,

The initiative of the Western Mediterranean Forum is unfolding within the
framework of a wider process of Mediterranean consultation on the whole range
of issues that affect security and cooperation in the region and beyond. The
idea of launching a conference on security and cooperation in the
Mediterranean, modelled on the Conference on Security and Co-operatioam in
Europe, is attracting increasing interest and support in our region. The
objective of the conference on security and cooperation in the Mediterranean

would be primarily to intensify the process of cooperation and
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confidence-bullding within the region, thereby promoting conditions that would
also contribute to the resclution of specific regiomal problems,

In this context, long-standing initiatives for Mediterranean cooperation,
in particular the Action Plan for the Protectioan of the Mediterranean
Environment that has now been in place for over 15 yeara, together with more
recent initiatives including the establishment of the Arab Maghreb Union and
the launching of the Western Mediterranean Forum, can be seen as |
building-blocks for the wider process of regional cooperation.

The varied initiatives that the countries in the Mediterranean are taking
to promote regional cooperation are in themselves a reflection of the
awvareness that in the Mediterranean, as in other regions, the responsibility
for enhancing regional security lies primarily with the regional States
themselves.

There is, nevertheless, also a clear awareness of the threat to
international peace and security posed by many of the problems they face. For
this reason, the involvement of the wider international community, in
particular through the United Nations, is required.

This is evidently the case with respect not only to such long-standing
problems as that of the Middle Bast, the question of Cyprus or the question of
Western Sahara, where the mediating and peace-making role of the United
Nations is well recognised and deeply appreciated; it is also the case with
the more recent problem that has erupted in Yugoslavia, where the need has |
been felt for the mediating role at the Buropean level to be complemented by
the direct involvement of the United Nations.

The issues that arise in the context of the troubles in Yugoslavia revive

concerns over the relationship between ethnic identity and national unity,
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issues that had long been thought buried on the Buropean continent, issues
that also threaten to arise in the unfolding of events in Bastern Burope and
the Soviet Union. During the course of this century, such issues have
demonstrated their power for both good and evil and their relevance to matters
of regional and international security. In the light of these concerns and in
view of the human suffering that is taking place in Yugoslavia, the
international community is called upon to play a mediating and peace-keeping
role.

A number of speakers in this debate have commented on the formal
distinction our Committee mzkes between items on disarmament and those on
international security. The point has been made that this is anAartlticlal
distinction in the light of the close relationship that exists between these
two subjects and the particular responsibilities of the First Committee in
this regara.

We see merit in these observations. At the same time, it is evident that
questions of internatioaal security encompass matters well beyond those
specifically relating to disarmament questions, a point I have t:ried to bring
out in my earlier observations. In our efforts to improve the effectiveness
of our deliberations, efforts that my delegation firmly supports, we should
not lose sight of this fact.

M. ALMUAKKAF (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (interpretation from
Arabic): I sbhall speak on the agenda item concerning the strengthening of
security and cooperation in the Mediterranean region.

The Mediterranean region's strategic position is far more important than
that of many other regions in the world. The Mediterranean Sea links the

world's three largest continents and coannects them with the world's other
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continents. Furthermore, it is an important artery of navigation, aviation
and international trade.

However, this excelleant position has made the region a coveted priae fdr
many competing and clashing forces which have vied with one another in trying
to impose their influence and dominion on the reyion. The situation in our
region, therefore, has become a rather special one in comparisom to that of
other regions of the world. Competition and conflict over the region have
continued unabated to this day, in many shapes and forms. There are foreign
navies and foreign military bases in some parts of the region, The presence
of those navies and bases threatens the security and stability of the States
of the region and surrounding States, increases tension and creates
instability in the region, thus affecting adversely iuternational peace and
security.

In addition, the Israelis continue to acquire and develop nuclear
capabilities and delivery systems through their condemned collaboration with
the abhorrent regime in South Africa. This poses a real threat, not only to
the peoples and countries of the Mediterranean region, but also to large parts
of the three continents that are linked by the Mediterr&noan Sea. It also
obstructs international efforts to promote cooperation and understanding in
the region and the efforts aimed at nuclsar disarmament and the creation of a
nuclear-weapon-free-gone in the Mediterranean.

The situation is further aggravated by the Israelis' use of the
Mediterransan as a test area for their medium-range missiles, which have the
capability of delivering their suclear warheads to their targets in the
region. This slso threatens the security of regional States: one of those

missiles fell close to the Libyan coast on 14 June 1986.
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It is high time the internationmal community woke up and took all the
measures necessary to put an ead to all forms of collaboration with Israel,
particularly by some of the major nuclear States. The Israelis must be forced
to abide by General Assembly roaoluciona. and Security Council resoiution 487
(1981) which call for subjecting all installations to the safeguards regime of
the International Atomic Energy Agency. The Israelis muast also be forced to
acquiesce in all initiatives aimed at making the Mediterranean region a
nuclesr-free sone and a region of peace and tranquillity through accession to

the regime of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.
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Furthermore, denial of the Palestinian people's legitimate rights, including
the right to self-decermination, and the establishment of its national State.,
together with other problems are fundamental obstacles that prevent the
establishment of security, cooperation and peace in the Mediterranean region.

The presence of large foreign navies in the Mediterranean Sea, together
with the existence in the region of foreign arsenals, bases and support
facilities, as well as agreements of strategic cooperation trreatea the peace
and security of the Mediterranean. Military manoeuvres which stem from
military designs or result from military agreements threaten the peace,
security and stability of the States of the region, increase tension and force
States to defend themselves at the expense of their development budgets.

Those navies and bases have been used in many instances in threatening the
peoples of our region and other neighbouring regions and in committing acts of
provocation as well as direct and indirect acts of aggression against those
peoples.

Naval and air maaoceuvres continue to be conducted close to the Libyan
coast by States from outside the region. The repeated overt military attacks
against the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya are the most telling proof of this. The
Libyan Arab people still suffers the consequences of the brutal air raid
against Tripoli and Benghazi, in April 1986. The aim of that raid was the
destruction of civilian neighbourhoods, the killing of innocent people and the
physical liquidation of the leader of the revolution under empty pretexts
which the whole world knows to be untrue. So was the shooting down over the
Mediterranean of the two Libyan reconnaissance aircraft in January 1989. That
also goes to prove the point. 1In addition, the foreign military presence and

continuing military manoeuvres hamper maritime activities, trade, prospecting
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and fishing. They jam communications and have a deleterious effect on the
marine enviroanment, which they pollute. Thus the marine resources and the
entire marine environment of the Mediterranean, are put at risk, especially
due to the fact that the waters of ého Mediterranean are not constantly
renewed,

The Minister for External Affairs and Foreign Relations of the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriya pointed out those facts in his statement before the General
Assembly when he said: "We still repeat our call to transform the
Mediterranesn into a lake of peace and cultural exchange and to remove weapons
of mass destruction, foreign fleets and bases from it. It should become a
model of cooperation between peoples in the north and in the south and an
embodiment of the slogan, 'No aggression, no invasion, but contimued peace and
tranquillity, a source of food for the hungry and a shelter from fear.'"

My country has supported all the draft resolutions proposed by States
menbers of the Movement of Non-aligned Countries conceraing the strengthening
of security and cooperation in the Msditerranean region amd turning it into a
sea of peace and cooperation. Let me just mention as an example the
resolutions adopted at the Valletta conference of 1986, the New Delhi
conference of 1986, the Harare summit meeting of 1986 and the Brioni summit
meeting of 1987, the Belgrade sumait meeting of 1089, the Algiers summit
meeting of 1990 and the Accra summit meeting of 1991, All the relevant
recommendations and resolutions adopted at these coanferences of the Movement
of Non-aligned Countries called for linking the Mediterranean region with the
European security arrangement, and for turning this region into a region of
cooperation and security. The resolutions adopted in those forums also called

for an end to all coercive measures which prevented cooperation and
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development efforts, and for che settlement of disputes by peaceful means,
rather than by the use of force or the threat of the use of force, in order
that those objectives may be achieved.

My delegation participated responsibly and effectively in the meetings on
security and cooperation in the Mediterranean region between the European
Mediterranean countries and the Arab Maghreb countries of the Mediter:: nean,
including the ministerial meeting b21d in Algiers in October 1991 and the two
meetings held in Morocco and Belgium in the same year. My country also has
established excellent relations with other Mediterranean countries, as well as
the northern and southern Mediterranean littoral States. Libya also joined
the Arab Maghreb Union, in order tc contribute to the promotion of ties of
friendship, cooperation, stability, peace and security on the basis of the
principles of the Charter of the United Nations and international law: namely
the principles of respect for the sovereignty, independence of other States,
non-interference in their internal affairs, the non-use of force or threat of
the use of force, the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by force
and respect for the sovereignty of States over their natural resources.

My delegation supports and welcomes the decision‘“y the United States of
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republiics on the non-deployment of
tactical nuclear weapons in their naval forces.

My country supports all United Nations resolutions relating to peace and
secnrity in the Mediterranean region and emphasizes the sigmificant role which
must be entrusted to the United Nations in laying the principal and effective
fourdations of peace and security in the region, and in transforming the

Mediterranean into a sea of peace and security.
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Mr. KAKQURIS (Cyprus): International security, both as a concept
and as an imperative, has taken on added dimensions in the evolving world
order smerging in post-cold-war internationasl relations. The changing
international political landscape in the wake of the shift away from bloc
politica and security concepts based on the precarious balance of deterreace,
or doctrines of military superiority, demonstrates both the relevance and the
urgent need for a collective security system to maintain intornational peace
and security. In its place, a new spirit of international oolidarity and
cooperation is emerging at the forefront of relations between States.

Nowhere has this new-found spirit manifested itself in clearer form than
in the attitude of the international community to the central role of the
United Nations in international relations. There is increasing recognition
that democracy and international security can be achieved only by moving the
United Nations and the purposes and principles that its Charter espouses to
the front line of international relations. An extension of the increasing
respect for, and reliance on, the United Nations ia the growing recognition
that the peaceful settlement of disputes must be the epicentre round which
relations between States revolve.

The response of the United Nations to the invasion and occupation of
Kuwait demonstrated the new-found commonality of approach by the intornaﬁlonal
community to both address and redress effectively aggression by one State
against another, particularly where that aggression is perpetrated by a
larger, militarily more poworful neighbour. The response of the international
community also demonstrated the new-found resolve that resolutions of the

United Nations must be implemented universally, and not selectively.
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In his address before the General Assembly on 27 September 1991, the
President of the Republic of Cyprus, Mr. George Vassiliou, stated that

veven more important than addressing aggression is the need to creace a

system of making such acts of aggression impossible and of helping to

reverse similar situations that still persist. Conflict prevention and
conflict resolution have always been and continue to be major objectives

of the United Nations". (A/46/PV.12, p. 6)

It is through conflict prevention and conflict resolution under the
umbrella of the colloctive security system within the parameters of the
Charter of the United Nations that the community of natioms, both individually
and collectively, can lay the solid foundations necessary for international
peace and security. In his report on the work of the Organization, the
Secretary-General dealt extemsively with this matter, stating that "a renewed
emphasis is rightly being placed on the need for preventive diplomacy".
(Az46/1, sect, V)

The international community, no longer stifled by the former East-West
divide, has demonstrated a spirit of dialogue and peace over conflict and
confrontation. We welcome in this regard the commitment of the United States
of America and the Soviet Union to play a more constructive role in resolving
conflict situations and crises. We welcome also Lhe elevation of the Security
council's role in dealing with mattrcs of international security to that
envisaged in the Charter. The net result of this emerging spirit has been the
solution of many long-standing regirudl conflicts with the increased
participation and effectiveness of a metamorphosed United Nations. It is my
delegation's sincere hope that other regional conflicts which contianue to pose

a threat to interaational peace and security will also be beneficiaries of
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this trend. The walls of division are being dismantled in many regions of the
world, making continuing divisions of countries anachronistic remnants of -.
confrontational past. The international community by and large has given the
clear message that the world we are resolved to build will be void of such
divisions, though there are some who have yet to commit themselves through
their actions to this end. My own country, Cyprus, and its people yearn for
the day when the wall of division that separates Cypriot from Cypriot will,
too, be swept aside through a just and viable negotiated settlement.

We must, however, guard against being swept away by the tide of euphoria
that has swelled in the wake of the end of bloc politics and the extension of
democracy and democratic processes to additional regions of the world. We
must not allow ourselves to be hoodwinked into not recognizing that
destabilizing factors still exist. New elements of tension are appearing,
undermining our efforts to cement the positive aspects of the radical changes
in global affairs whereby security, democracy, human rights and a basic level
of development are standard fare and not mere luxuries,

We must also recognise that security can no longer be viewed within the
nurrow confines of military considerations. The security of an individual
society as well as that of the collective snciety of nations is multifaceted,
built upon democracy, freedom, justice, economic development, human rights,
social development and eavironmental protection - not merely upon the military
componeat. In fact, the arms race and the level of armaments have been, and
continue to be, sources of major instability in that they have diverted
much-needed funds from other fields. The Secretary-General clearly

illuminated this concern when he said in his report:
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“Another principal source of chronic inatability is the
militarisation of human society represeated by the level of armaments and
military outlays in the world today. The unconscionable waste of
resources and energies is only one of its resulta. Equally deleterious
is the obsession with military security, whica has corroded international
relations and hampered the advance of most developing couantries towards

stable democratic institutiomns." (Az46/). sagt, VII)

International security cannot be achieved by arming to the hilt. The
link letween disarmament and international security is inextricable, and all
efforts aimed at lower levels of armaments are not only welcomed but essential
if international peace and security are to become a reality.

The inextricable link between disarmament and international security is
also an issue that concerns ine work of this Committee. My delegation
listened with interest to the proposal of the delegation of Canada that it
might be time to reconsider the structure of our agenda, and we feel that
serious consideratioi. should be given to the proposal and its merits.

In the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), of which
Cyprus is an active member, it wau recently reaffirmed through the siguing of
the Charter of Paris in November 1990 that the concept of security is
multidimensional and sncompasses the factors of the equation which I have
already outlined. Together all of these elements make up democratic society.
The CSCE process adds its weight also to the position that the United Nations
was never iutended to monopolise the peace process - without, however,
dotracting from recognition of the centrality of the United Nations in the
international system. Regional arrangements of this nature are envisaged in

the Charter, and where such bodies as the CSCE proceed in accordance with the
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purposes and principles of the Charter, they are complementary to the United
Nations by virtue of the luportant role they play in regional security in
particular and international security in general.

Security in a particular region can rarely be seen in the limited context
of its own geography. This principle applies to the Mediterranesn and its
proximity to Europe and the Middle East. The link between security in Europe
and the Mediterranocan, for example, was recognized in tho Helsinki Final Act
of 1975 and in the various CSCE follow-up meetings.

The inextricable link between Europe and the Mediterranean was reaffirmed
in tho Charter of Paris, signed in 1990, which stated that security and
cooperation in the Mediterranean are important factors for stability in
Europe. 1In Paris, the Secretary-General substantiated this loag-acknowledged
fact by remarking in his statement that the Cyprus problem is a European one,
the solution of which is long overdue.

The Republic of Cyprus has on previous occasions joined other
Mediterranean countries in calling for the establishment amongst the
qualifying States of a conference on security and cooperation in the
Mediterranean. Such a confereace will be particularly important to the
process of promoting and enhancing security and cooperation in the region. We
welcome therefore the fact that support for a conference on security and
cooperation in the Mediterranean is embraced by many countries of the region,
and that initiatives and efforts for greater cooperation are being undertaken.

I would wish to take this opportunity to reiterate the commitment of the
Government of the Republic of Cyprus to the promotion of the Mediterranean
region as a zone of security, peace and cooperation, free from conflict and

confrontation. My delegation wishes to emphasi~e the imperative need - as
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stated in paragraph 8 of resolution 45/79, entitled “Security and Cooperation
in the Mediterranean Region" -~ for the

“just and peaceful settlement of persisteat problems in the region, for

|
respecting and safeguarding the sovereignty, independence and territorial
integrity of all countries and peoples of the Mediterranean and for full
adherence to the principles of non-use of force or threat of use of force
and the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by force, in
accordance with the Charter and the relevant resolutions of the United

Nationa",.

That resolution was adopted without a vote.
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It is the expresa hope of the Govarammeat of the Republic of Cyprus that
the persistent conflicts and tensions that exist in the Mediterranean region,
including that of the division of my own country Cyprus, with the contiauing
illegal occupation of part of its territory by Turkish forces, will in this
climate of dialogue and cooperation, as well as with the recognition of the
primacy of international law and the peaceful settlement of disputes, be
solved in accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter and the
relevant resolutions.

I would also wish on this occasion to reiterate my Govermment's continued
commitment in this regard to a negotiated set*lement of the Cyprus problem to
the benefit of all Cypriots, thereby positively contributiag to peace and
security in the region and to international peace and security in general.
Cyprus cannot remain a lone figure of division and, as an extension, a symbol
of the confrontaticnal past.

We are indeed at the crossroads of history. We have however the luxury
of hindsight and the recognition of our previous perilously misguided
direction and perceptions of security from which to draw in order to build a
soclety of nations drawing on and utilising a revitalised United Nations.

Each of us, large and small, can contribute through collective effort.
However, we must remember that the United Nations will only be as effective as
the input that we, the Member States, afford it.

In conclusion, let me say that if the path of dialogue and peace on which
we have embarked leads us to our destination, we will need to look no further
for guidance than to the beginning of the Charter - and Chapter I, Article 1.

Let those words be our springboard to the world of peace and security. As the



JSM/dr A/C.1/746/PV.43
42

(Mx, Kakourig, Cyprus)
preeamble to the Charter states: "We tho peoples of the United Nations" - are
inGeed - "determined”. Our future depends on having this determinatlion
translated@ from words into deeds.

Mr. BAZALI (Malaysia): In the last few years we have witnessed
dramatic developments, including the end of the cold war, the birth of a new
era of East-West cooperation and the spread of democracy and free enterprice
in various parts of the world,

The changes have been so significant that there is now a new focus on how
to deal with the question of international peace and security. In the ongoing
debate on the subject, it 1s becoming increasingly clear that the notion of
peace and security goes beyond past traditional ideas. The magnitude and
seriousness of problems, such as drug abuse, the illegal trafficking of drugs
and arms, refugees, poverty and the debt hurden, are such that they are
affecting the securaity and even the survival of States;

Tragically, in a number of Eastern European countries the spread of
democracy has brought in its wake the revival of o0ld religious and ethnic
rivairies. which threaten to tear nations apart and could involve inter-State
disputes, if not brought unde: control. In certain parts of Europe, there
seems to be a rise in racism targeted against migrant wo;kers and refugees ~
this taking place in countries which profess to be leading advocates of
democracy and human rights. Tals is a cause of serious concern, which the
international community must consider.

Another dimension of the changes taking place which has brought a new
threat to international peace and stability is the widening gap in the

North~South economic status and overall relations. The situation has been
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exacerbated by the tendency on the part of certain countries in the North,
especially when they no longer need to worry about having to cope with rival
ideological blocs, to dictate to the South in ways that border on the
imposition of certain ideas and values and raise fears about new forms of
intervention in the domestic affairs of the countries of the South. I should
like to borrow the words of my Prime Minister, Mr. Mohamed Mahathir, when he
addressed the General Assembly on 24 September 1991, He said:

"Hegemony by democratic Powers is no less oppressive than hegemony by

totalitarian States." (A/46/PV.7. p. 83)

One significant positive development in the still-unfolding changes in
the international environment is the increasing interest in using the Unitead
Nations as a forum for building consensus in addressing regional conflicts and
in reforming aand revitalizing its role in the social and economic fields.

The new mood of cooperation at the United Nations, including that of the
permanent members of the Security Council, has brought about the settlement of
a number of regional disputes by peaceful means, involving the important role
of the United Nations in Namibia, in the situation between Iran and Iraq, in
Angola, Western Sahara and Cambodia. At a time when hopes were raised by all
these encouraging developments., we were suddenly confronted by the events of
August 1990. While it can be said that Kuwait was liberated by a United
Nations enforcement action, remewing hopes regarding collective security, the
conduct of the war raised many questions about the need to take a serious look
at the reform of the Charter to ensure that the provisions for future
collective enforcement action under Chapter VII are workable and effective, so

that the United Nations need no longer rely on basically one nation to
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undertake enforcement action in the name of the United Nations without
adequate accountability to the Council and the general membership of the
Organization.

The most important lesson learned ia that with the Jdestructive power of
modern technology and woapons, war as & means of resolving conflict, even
within a United Nations framework, carries too high a toll in human and
material terms, affecting so many countries. Therefore it must now bo the
primary objective of the United Nations system to give top priority vo
developing a mechanism of preventive diplomacy in order to deter the outbreak
of conflicts in the first place.

Such a mechanism muat include an early-warning system, coupled with a
pro-active role on the part of the Secretary-General and the Security Council,
enabling them to be involved early enough in situations and to act guickly and
decisively to prevent the outbreak of a conflict. The Secretary-Gemeral, in
particular, should be given free rein to act in pursuit of preventive
diplomacy, and to be effective he must have the confidence and support of the
Security Council and the General Assembly. Preventive diplomacy may even
require the stationing of a United Nations peace-keeping force to deter the

outbreak of an armed conflict.

While close cooperation among the five permanent members is essential to
the effective functioning of the Security Council, there is concern over the
tendency to conduct much of their substentive work within the confines of the
group, turning it ianto an exclusive club. At a time when the reform yprocess
within the United Nations seeks - among other things - to encourage

transparency, democrac; and accountability, the Security Council, especially
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when it is proving to be effective in addressing regional conflicts, should
not conduct its work in a contrary way. Not only should there be open
discussion within the Council but on important issues the views of the broad
membership of the United Natinus should be taken into consideration in the
spirit of Article 24 of the Charter.

In the context of enhancing the centrality of the United Nations role in
the maintenance of peace and security, the time has also come for the United
Nations to be directly and actively involved in questions relating to all
aspects of arms control and disarmament. In this connection, the Malaysian
delegation believes that the draft resolution recommended by the First
Committee on the register of armaments, aimed at bringing about transparency
in the transfer, production and stockpiling of weapons, would help to build
trust and confidence among nations. We also hope that the process will bring
about transparency and limit the transfer of technology. including that which
could be used in the production of weapons of mass destruction. It is also
our hope that in time the process will bring about a general reduction of
expenditure on armaments that will enable the world to enjoy the benafits of
the peace dividend and redirect funds towards international development

financing.
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The international community should take the opportunity provided by the
growing interest in the reform and revitalization of the United Nations in the
economic and social fields to increase international cooperation that would
enable the world community to jointly address many of the economic and social
issues that have an important bearing on the overall question of global peace
and security. Truly, the question of international peace and security as
perceived in the traditional sense and the various social and econoﬁic issues
confronting the world today are two sides of the same coin. The world cannot
hope to have lasting peace and stability without the determination of the
internatinnal community to address the two sets of problems as matters of
equal importance. In this regard, the United Nations by its universal
nature - its membership has now grown to 166 countries - would have a unique
role to play. The ougoing reform processes within the United Nations system,
if pursued with a proper programme of action and within a reasonable time
frame, would enable the United Natioms to fulfil that role. My delegation
hopes that the Members of the United Nations will rise to that challenge.

Mr. KONIK (Poland): I asked for the floor to correct the statement
made to this Committee at its 41st meeting, on 25 November, by a member of the
Polish delegation. When the representative of Poland, Mr. Jan Woroniecki,
addressed the Committee on behalf of the Czech and Slovak Federal Republic,
the Republic of Hungary and the Republic of Poland yesterday afternoon, the
following concluding passage was inadvertently omitted from the text as

delivered. That passage, which is an integral part of the statement, reads as

follows:
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“In the opinion of the Triangle States, therefore, the Committee
could, in the future, pursue this way of dealing with security issues,
since in a new political enviromment, free from ideological feuds, the
United Nations should be pursuing a realistic approach in this regard and
concentrate its efforts on the elaboration of less spectacular but
definitely more practical guidelines for those States or groups of States
which are interested in shaping up their own security arrangements,"

I would like to request that the omitted passage of this statement be
duly incorporated in the verbatim records of this Committee.

Zhe CHAIRMAN: The correction made by the representative of Poland

will be included in the records of the Committee.

Ihe meeting rose at 5,45 p.m.



