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I. DRAFT RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED BY THE COMMITTEE
ON CONFERENCES TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1, The Committee on Conferences submits the following Araft resolutions to the
General Assembly for approvals

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3351 (XXIX) of 18 December 1974, 32/72 of
9 December 1977, 36/117 B of 10 December 1981, 38/32 of 25 November 1983,
40,243 of 18 December 1985, 41/177 B of 5 December 1986 and 41/213 of
19 December 1986,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Committee on Conferences for its
reports and its efforts since its establishment to achieve optimum use of
conference-servicina resources within the United Nations;

2. Decides to extend the current mandate ardi status of the Committee on
Conferences for a further year from 1 January to 31 December 1988;

3. Requests the President of the General Assembly to reappoint the
current members of the Committee for that further year;

4, Requegts the Committee on Conferences to continue its consideration
of the outstanding issues with respect to its mandate and status, and to make
recommendations thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-third session.

B

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Committee on Conferences,

1, Approves the draft calendar of conferences and meetings of the
United Nations for the biennium 1988-1989 as cubmitted by the Committee on
Conferences;

Z. Authorizes the Committee on Conferences to make any acdjustments in
the calendar of conferences and meetings for the biennium 1988-1989 that may
hecome necersary as a result of action and decisions taken by the General
Assembly at 1ts forty-second session;)

1. Requesits (oited Nations organs, in order to make optimum use of the
contference-servicing resources allocated to them, to indicate with greater
precision the actual number of meetings with conference services that they

will reauire 1n their coming sessions;
4. Requesits the Economic and Social Council to consider invitina the

Committee on Conterences to review the Council's d.aft calendar of conferences
and to make comments and recommendations on that draft where appropriate.




II. CALENDAR OF CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS

A. Moption of the draft calendar of conferences
and mretings for the biennium 1988-1989

2. By its resolution 40/243, section I, of 18 December 1985, the General Assembly
approved the biennial calendar of conferences and meetings for 1986-1987 as set out
in annex II to the report of the Committee on Conferences to the Assembly at its
fortieth session and amended by subsequent decisions taken by the Assembly in the
course of that uession. By its resolution 41/177 A of 5 Decemher 1986, the
Assembly approved the draft revised calendar for 1987.

3. At its 263rd meating, on 25 August 1987, the Committee on Conferences reviewed
the draft calendar for conferences and meetings for the biennium 1988-1989.

4. In introducing the draft calendar, the Secretariat noted that it had been
drawn up on the basis of established principles as approved by the General Assembly
in various resolutions and decisions, notably resolution 40/243, 1In addition, in
accordance with resolution 41/213, the draft calendar reflected a more even
distribution of meetings in such a way as to encourage better utilization of
conference facilities and established resources and to limit the use of temporary
personnel, as called for in the Report of the Group of High-level Intergovernmental
Experts to Review the Efficiency of the Administrative and Financial Functioning of
the United Nations.

5. The Secretariat explained, however, that it vas expected that additional
meetings would later be included in the calendar as a result of action taken by the
General Assembly at itg forty-second session, and some further movement might be
expected as undetermined dates and venues for approved meetings were finalized, In
addition, the Ass:mbly was expected to renew the mandates of a numbher of bodies
that were due to expire at the end of 1987. 1In accordance with establishea
practice, the Secretariat had omitted those Lodies from the draft calendar, but had
made informal provision for such anticipated additions and changes.

6. The draft calendar also reflected the entitlement of bodies to summary records
as established by resolution 37/14 C nf 16 November 1982 and extended by resolution
41/177 D of 5 December 1986 and Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/69 of

2 August 1979. At its 35th plenary meeting, on 8 July 1987, the Economic and
Social Council again decided to extend the experimental period for entitlements of
summary records to 1ts subsidiary bodies and sessional committees for a further two
years,

7. The Secretariat further pointed out that the draft calendar reflected fully
the calendar of conferences and meetings for 1988-1989 as approved by the Fcononic
and Social Council in its decision 1987/178, adopted at its 35th plenarv meetiung
held on 8 July 1987. The 1988 meetings of the Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and
the Pacific (ESCAP) and the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) to be beld away
from the established headquarters of those Commisgions had been approved by the
Economic and Social Council in accordance with General Assembly resolution 40/243,
section I. 1In this connection, the Secretariat pointed out that the Economic and
Social Council, at its firat regular session of 1987, had taken an initiative
designed to make the best use of conference services. The Council secretariat had




potified thez Department of Conference Services hefore the session that only 45
instead of the usual 114 meetings would be required. That had proved to he the

case, and the Counci) was able tu complete its work despite the reduction in the
numbe: of meetings,

8. The attention of the Committee on Conferences was drawn to a number of

?::;ai;ggs from established practices that were included in the draft calendar for

9. During their exhaustive consideration of the draft calendar, members asked a

series of questions covering all aspects of the preparation of the draft and the
implementation of the calendar.

10. In particular, members requested further information on the 1988 meetings
pattern of the Special Commission of the Economic and Social Council) the duration
of the sessions of certain other bodies and the Secretariat's ability to make the
best use of conference-servicing resources in the event of cancelled meetings; the
process of biennialization adopted by some organsj; the consideration of ite
meetings calendar by the Economic and Social Council; the venue of the joint
meetings of the Committee for P-ngramme and Co-ordination and the Administrative
Commi ttee on Co-ordination for ..89) and the 1988 meetings of ECLAC, ESCAP and ECA.

11. Much discussion centred on the fact that the draft calendar had been issued
too late to allow members to examine it in deta:l before the session of the
Committee on Conferences. One feature of the draft that attracted considerable
attention, however, was the number of meetings devoted to activities in the same
sector that were scheduled to take place more or less simul taneously. A number of
examples of such overlaps were adduced during the discussion, and several speakers
pointed out that some delegations encountered frequent difficulties in giving
proper attention to such meetings.

12. The Committee took due note of the deviations in the draft calendar brought to
its attention by the Secretariat. The trend towards biennialization displayed by
gsome organs was welcomed, and the Committee expressed the hope that the expertise
of the Secretariat would be applied to ensure that meetings of bodies intending to
meet biennally were properly spaced out throughout the biennium. A movement back
towards annual sessions on the part of bodies now meeting once every two vears was
also noted with regret,

13. The Committee also decided that, while a certain amount of overlapping was
inevitable in view of bndies' needs to receive their pre-session documentation in
time and to prepare their reports to their parent organs, future draft calendars
should contain a synoptic table indicating especially how many simultaneous
meetings devoted to activities in the same sector would take place in any one
month., It was also sugaested that the dates of the sessions of the
Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology for Development and the
High~level Committee on the Review of Technical Co-operation among Developing
Countiies and those of the Population Commission and the Statistical Commission
could be adjusted to avoid overlaps in future. A further propnsal was that the
attention of subsidiary organs should be drawn to the calendar of conferences when
they were considering che dates of their future meetings.




B. Improved utilization of conference-servicing resources:
meetings statistics of United Nations organs

14. At its 253rd meeting, on 23 March 1987, the Committee on Conferences examined
document A/AC,172/88/Ad4.5, which contained statistical information relating to
United Nations bodies meeting in New York, Geneva and Vienna in 1986. The
statistics showed the number of meetings planned by each body, the number actually
held and the number cancelled. The document also indicated the amount of time lost
through the late starting and early ending of meetings and the extent to which
conference~servicing resources freed by the cancellation of scheduled meetings were
subsequently utilized by other bodlies or groups meeting instead of those scheduled
meetings. The Committee had studied a scries of such reports, of which the first
was issued in 1983,

15. The purpose of the report was to indicate the "utilization factor" of the
United Nations bodies listed. That factor was intended as a measure of the
efficiency with which the body had used the conference services allocated to it.
For instance, if a body had, through cancelling meetings and through the late
starting and early ending of meetings, failed to use the equivalent of 20 per cent
of its time, its utilization factor was given as 80 per cent., In its past

cons ideration of the matter, the Committee on Conferences had considered a minimum
of 75 per cent utilization of services to be an acceptable level of efficiency.

16. Delegations posed a number of questions about the mechanism by which services
freed by the cancellation of scheduled meetings were allotted to bodies wishing to
meet on an "as available" basis; how the bodies listed in the document prepared by
the Secretariat had been chosen; how the duration of sessions was established; ana
the operacion of overprogramming.

17. In reply, the Secretariat explained that a "waiting list" was maintained by
the Department of Conference Services of bodies wishing to meet if interpretation
services should become available. 1If the services freed by the cancellation of a
scheduled meeting were suited to the needs of a body on the waiting list and if
there was time enough to notify the members of that body of the availability of
services so that it was able to meet, then there was no wastage of those services.
It was stressed that as much notice as possible should be given of such
cancellations.

18. The bodies listed in document A/AC.172/88/Add.5 were those that had been
meeting regularly and consistently on a sessional basis in New York, Geneva and
Vienna since 1980 or 1981. Since it was considered helpful to the Committee to
campile statistics in as much depth as possikle in order to measure trends
extending over a number of years, only bodies meeting, in effect, on a permanent
and regular basis were selected. Thus, bodies meeting "as required" or "if
required”, special conferences and their preparatory organs and short-lived bodies
existing only for two or three years had been excluded.

19. The Chairman recalled that the duration of the sessions of subsidiary bodies

of the General Assembly, like all meeting entitlements, was established by the
Assembly itself.

20. The Secretariat explained further that the administration of the meetings
programme was closely linked with the practice of overprogramming, or
underrecruitment of temporary-assistance freelance interpreters. The permanent




establishment of interpreters at United Nations Headquarters, for instance, could
gervice a fixed number of meetings in any given week. If the number of meetings
scheduled to t.ake place in any future week exceeded that fixed number, it was
necessary to recriit temporary-assistance freelance conference-servicing staff,
particularly interprecters.

21. However, since tlie Secretariat was aware from experience and statistical
evidence that a certain number of cancellations was likely to take place, the basis
on which temporary-assistanc: staff was recruited was not the gross number of
meatings scheduled to take place, but the number of meetings considered likely to
take place after cancellations. Overprogramming was practised in accordance with
paragraph 9 of section 1 of resolution 40/243, which authorized the
Secretary-General to apply maximum overprogramming of meetings whenever possihle to
achieve better utilization of conference resources.

22, The Secretariat also stressed, in response to questions, that the strictly
statistical approach employed had meant that certain factors had been excluded from
consideration. For instance, no attempt had been made to take into account the
different informal working methods of bodies, or the relative difficulty of
implementing their mandates. Nor was the utilization factor weighted to take into
account the length of the session of the bodies concerned.

23. Orne delegation, on the basis of its detailed analysis of the statistics
presented, stated that more than 30 per cent of the conference-servicing resources
available to the bodies listed that had met in New York in 1986 had not heen used,
at an estimated cost of nearly $400,000. That delegation proposed that the
Secretariat investigate ways of establishing a computer data base to enable a more
thorough and detailed analysis of the problem,

24. Other delegations, noting an overall improvement in utilization over the past
few years, stated that there was ro room for complacency and constant monitoring
was reguired. A number of speakers agreed that the General Assembly should take
meetings statistics of that kind into account when assessing the level of
conference services reguired by its subsidiary boaies or by special conferences,
and it was proposed that statements of programme budget implications accompanying
any request by a body for conference resources should contain statistics showing
the utilizatior of its conference resources over the past five years, and that that
information should also be presented in the proposed programme budget.

25. Another delegation, stating that the time had come to make further
improvements, proposed that the Committee should recommend to the General Assembly
that it instruct its subsidiary bodies to refrain from making specific suggestions
for the timing and duration of their sessions; that the Secretary-General should
take into account the utilization factor of bodies when drawing up the draft
calendar of conferences; and that the Chairman should approach certain bodies with
a view to reducing the duration of their sessions over a number of years.

26. One speaker, agreeing that computer analysis of the problem would he helpful,
pointed out that, while the services freed by the cancellation of meetings could be
reassigned, time lost through the late starting and early ending of meetings could
not, and represented a net loss. He proposed th..t the Chairman of the Committee on
Conferences should continue his informal contacts with the officers of other bodies
t encourage them to improve their utilization of services. Information on the
utilization of conference-servicing resources by United Nations bodies should also




be drawn to the attention of the General Assembly as part of the move to strengthen
the Committee on Conferences.

27. Conference-servicing resources represented a rare commodity and should not be
wanted, continued the speaker. Those bodies whose sessions had been curtailed by
decision 40/472 had not been hampered in their work by that curtailment; indeed,
they seemed to have made better use of their resources than in previous _ ears.

28, Another delegation ohserved that an absolute majoritv of bodies surveyed had
showed a significant improvement in their utilization of resources. The indicators
were therefore positive and encéuraging, and the Committee on Conferences should
continue 1ts work as it had in the past.

29, However, delegations considered that the utilization factor alone should not
be the sole basis for the Committee's action. There were many reasons why some
bodies had a higher utilization factor than others., Furthur information should be
sought in close co-operation with the bodies concerned. Coercive methods to
curtail the sessions of other bodies were unacceptable,

30. Subsequently, the Chairman noninated the Vice-Chairman, the representative of
Sri Lanka, to direct informal consul .ations in an open-ended working group and tc

report on the working group's conclusions and recommendations for action. At the

255th meeting of the Committee, on 24 March 1987, the Vice-Chairman reported that

the working group had reached the following conclusions:

(a) The Chairman of the Committee on Conferences should again write to the
chairmen of those bodi.s not considered to have made adequate use of the conference
resources made available *o them;

(b) The letter sh~ ., express the concern felt by the Committee at the

fallure of United Notions organs to utilize adequately the services made available
to them;

(c) The letter should recall existing General Assembly resolutions on the
effective and efficient utilization of conferelze-servicing resources and enumerate
the practical measurces proposed in the past to reduce the wastage of those services;

(d) The letter should be accompanied by a copy of the report before the
Committee (A/AC.172/88/Add.5);

t¢) The letter should state that some delegations members of the Committee
considered that that report, while technically valuable, necessarily omitted the
political and other considerations that were often a major cause of failure to use
services adequaizly;

(f) The Committee should conclude its consideration of the present item at
its August series of meetings on the basis of the fullest possible information,
with a view to making an appropriate recommendation to the General Assembly at it
forty-second session;

(g) In order vo assist the Committee in caking into account all possible
views, the bodies contacted should reply to the Chairmai of the Committee on
Conferences, explaining their failure to make adeguate use of the conference
resour.es made available to them.




31, Accordingly, the Chairman wrote to the following organs:
(a) Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Oceanj
(b) Legal Sub-Committee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space)

(c) Scientific and Technical Sub~Committce of the Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space;

(d) Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference;

(e) Special Committee on Enhancing the Effectiveness of the Principle of
Non-Use of Force in International Relatio. .j

(£) Comm.ttee on Information;
{(g) Disarmament Commisnion;

(h) Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on the
Strengthening of the Role of the Organization;

(i) Special Committee to Investigate lsraeli Practices Affecting the Human
Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories)

(1) Committee on Contributions.

32, At its 261st meeting, on 24 August 1987, the Committee examined document
A/AC.172/96/Add.4, which contained replies received from the chairmen of some of
the bodies listed above.

33. A number of speakers took the view that the response to the Chairman's letter
had been favourahle, and showed that other United Nations organs were aware of the
impor tance of optimum utilization of cnnference-servicing resources. Some
delegations declared themselves satisfied with the replies received. Delegations
also pointed out that the size of bodies and the complexity of the work entrusted
to them should be takzn into account in assessing how well they used the conference
resources made available to them. The practice followed by some organs of reaching
decisions by consensus also reuuired a great deal of time, said some speakers.
Others, however, remarked that some bodies that worked by consensus made very good
use of their resources.

34. One delegation proposed that in future United Nations organs should be asked
!n advance to specify in as much detail as possible how many meetings with
conference services they were likely to use in their forthcoming session. 1In a
sesgion of twou wir ks' duration, an organ would normally hold 20 meetings, that is,
one each morning .,nd one each afterrncon over 10 working days. However, if the
organ could state in advance that in thac same two-week duration it would require
only 12 or 15 meetings instead of 20, then arrangements could be made to reallocate
the services thus freed to other bodies wishing to meet during the same period.

35, Another speaker, recalling proposals made during an ~arlier discussion of the
1tem, ohserved that a great deal of money was Rtill being wasted by
underutilization af conference resources. The replies from chairmen of other
bodie:s to the letter from the Chairman of the Committee on Conferences merited




careful study, but not all were entirely convincing. That Jelegation proposed that
the Secretariat should automatically adjust the duraticn of the seasions of certain
hodies on the basis of their past utilization of conference-servicing resources.
Other speakers, agreeing, stated that the Committee on Conferences should maintain
its efforts to ensure the optimum utilization ot resources. The Committee should
recommend that underutilization of resources by certain bodies should bhe taken into
account when planning the draft calendar of conferences with a view to reducing the
duration of those bodies' sessions. That approach should be applied particularlv

with respect to bodies whose utilization of services had remained relatively
inefficient or had deteriorated.

36. Some delegations voiced disagreement with that approach, nowever., One speaker
stated that all intergovernmental bodies were important, and it was not tune tacgk of
either the Committee on Conferences or the Secretariat to decide which were more
important than others. That would contradict the spirit of the Charter.
Overprogramming and the reallocation of services freed by the cancellation of
scheduled meetings to other bodies wishing to use them were tools that the
Secretariat used to promote the rational use of conference resources. Bodies could
be asked to estimate how many meetings they might require, but the decision could
not be made for them; the question of how much time a body might require to perform
its work could be answered by that body alone.

37. Another participant, agreeing, stated that bodies and their mandates differed
widely, and no subsidiary body could tell another how to do its work. That
representative strongly objected to the idea of reducing the resources allocatud to
a body because it might not have made full use of its resources in the past. The
underutilization was ofter. due to factors beyond the control of the body itself.

38. The prospect of automatic reductions in duration raised doubts, said another
delegation. Although an adjustment was required in the case of some bodies, it
should be done on the basis of consultation, and should not be imposed as a
draconian measure.

39. The Committee noted that there had been some improveme c¢ in the utilization of
conference resources by subsidiary bodies and that the action taken by the
Committee on Conferences, and the letters sent by its chairmen to officers of other
organs appeared to have served their purpose. However, there remained cases where
United Nations organs continued to fail to make optimum use of the conference
resources placed at their disposal. The Committee, bearing in mind the tact that
the duration of a body's session did not necessarily correspond with the number of
meetings it might require to perform its work, agreed to recommend to the General
Assembly that United Nations bodies should in future be reguested to indicate with
greater precision the actual number of meetings with conference services that they
would require in their coming sessions,

C. Pattern of future meetings of the Adviscry Board
on Disarmament Studies

40.  In compliance with paragraph 5 of resolution 41/177 A, the Committee at its
?64th meeting, on 25 August 1987, took up the auestion of the future meetings
pattern ot the Advisory Board on Disarmament Studies. The Committee had before it
two reports of the Secretariat on that question (A/AC.172/114 and A/AC.172/120).



41. The Chairman recalled that, at its 1986 session, the Committee had decided to
recommend to the Assembly that the Advisory Board meet in September 1987 during the
session of the Assembly, but that the situation should be reviewed during 1987 in
the light of the prevailing circumstances. The circumstances had not in fact
changed, and the Advisory Board would need to meet in September 1988, during the
forty-third session of the General Assembly, and again not in keeping with the
resolution prohibiting meetings of subsidiary organs during the session. The
vreasons for the request, which related to the timing of the budgetary process of
the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research, and the involvement in that
process of the Advisory Board in its capacity as the Board of Trustees of the
Institute, also remained unchanged.

42. The Committee agreed to convey to the Advisory Board its regret that the Board
had not been abie to discuss its meeting pattern at its sixteenth session in

April 1987 and was not threrefore in a posi.ion to propose a solution to the
problem. The Committee Cecided to take no further action at the p-esent time.

D. Conference services provided to United Nations organg
and programmes not funded by the regular budget of
the Organization

43. At its 1986 substantive session, the Committee on Conferences had requested
the Secretariat to prepare, in time for consideration at its 1987 session, a
comparative study of the conference-servicing resources and the determination of
the related costs thereof that were provided to United Nations organizations and
programmes uot funded by the regular budget of the Organigation, such as the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF),
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the
United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR).

44. That report, contained in document A/AC.172/121, was discussed by the
Commi ttee at its 26lst meeting, on 24 August 1987,

45. Stating its view that no other services were provided free of charge by the
United Nations to organs and programmes not funded from the reqular budget of the
Organization, one delegation proposed that the Secretary-General should enter into
discussions with the bodies concerned with a view to securing reimbursement for the
conference services provided to them, and that a report on the matter be placed
before the Committee on Conferences at 1ts 1988 session.

46. Another member, supporting the proposal, expressed the view that there should
be full accountability of funds devoted to such services, and greater transparency
in their presentation, A third speaker agreed that control should bhe exercised
over the provision of conference services.

47. However, other speakers believed that such action, owing to its budgetary
nature, would be beyond the competence of the Committee on Conferences. The
scheduling ot the meetings of the bodies concerned, on the other hand, was a proper

obiect for the attention of the Committee, as was the use they made of the
conference resources allocated to them.
48, Another speaker pointed out that sometimes meetings of bodies and programmes,

which the mited Nations serviced free of charge, clashed with scheduled meetings




of United Nations bodies. He recalled that the 1987 sesaion of the Trusteeship
Council had been curtailed by one week because of the financiai crisis, while the
session of the Governing Council of UNDP, which was taking place at the same time,
had not been affected.

49. The Committee noted the information concerning conference services and the
cost thereof provided to bodies and programmes not funded from the regular budget
of the Organization. It further noted that many of their meetings took place at
very busy times of the year. The Committee considered it possible that those
meetings had an impact on the programme of meetings of subsidiary bodies that were
funded from the regular budget of the United Nations, and felt it might be useful
for the General Assembly to be informed at some point in the future of the rate at
which those bodies and programmes utilized the conference resources made available
to them.

E. Special conferences of the United llations: implementation
of General Assembly resolution 40/243, section I,
paragraph 10 (h) and (i)

50, At its 1986 substantive session, the Committee requested the Secretariat to
devise a mechanism to assist in the implementation of the above-mentioned
provisions of resolution 40/243, section I, which state that:

" (h) No more than one special conference of the United Nations shall be
convened at the same timej

"(1) In any given year, no more than five special conferences should be
convened, unless the General Assembly specifically decides otherwise".

51. At the 254th mee.ing of the Committee, on 23 March 1987, the Secretariat made
an oral report on the matter, explaining that no official definition of the tern
"special conferences" had ever been agreed upon, but that the Secretariat
maintained an unofficial list of major conference-servicing events scheduled to
take place in the future. Between 1978 and 1986, the number of such even.s
authorized by the General Assembly had ranged frcm four to nine in any one year.
In all cases, in accordance with established procedures, they had bheen reported to
the Committee on Conferences in the context of its approval of the draft calenlar
of conferences for the coming biennium.

52, One delegation, supported by another, then suggested that the Comnmittee make
use of the Secretariat's informal 1list to advise the Assembly when the number of
special conferences scheduled to take place in a given year in the future appeared

to exceed the criteria laid down in resolution 40/243, section I, paragraph 10 (h)
and (i),

53. In opposing that suggestion, two other speakers agreed that the General
Assembly was the master of its own procedures and had the right to schedule special
conferences as it wished. It was not for the Committee on Conferences to tell the
Assembly what to do.

54. 1In response to a question, the Secretariat stated that the General Assembly at

its forty-first session had not authorized any special conferences in excess of the
criteria laid down in resolution 40/243.
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55. At the 256th meeting, on the proposal of the Chairman, the Committee agreed
that the matter could be dealt with under the provisions of paragraph & of
vesolution 35/10 A, by which all proposals affecting the schedule of conferences
and meetings made at sessions of the Assembly should be reviewed by the Committee
when administrative (-t programme budgetary) implications were being considered.
In accordance with the guidelines for the implementation of that resolution laiad
down by the Committee on Conferences at the thirty-ninth session, 1/ particular
attention would be paid when such proposals involved exceptions to General Assembly
resolutions. In other words, any proposal made during a future session of the
Assembly to schedule an additional special conference in a year in which five
special conferences were already scheduled to take place would be brought to the
attention of the Committee. The Committee would then be invited to draw to the
attention of the Assembly the need for a departure from resolution 40/243,
section I, paragraph 10 (h) and (1).

F. Meetings pattern of the International Civil Service Commissions
letter from the Lnairman of the Commission

56. The Committee based its discussion of the item on a report of the Secretariat
contained in document A/AC.172/119, which described the anomaly between resolution
40/243, section I, paragraph 4 (g), and rule 4 of the Commission's rules of
procedure, both of which relate to the Commission's meeting pattern.

57. One delegate opened the discussion, at the Committee's 255th meeting on

24 March 1987, by stating that the Chairman of the Commission, in his letter to the
Chairman of the Committee on Conferences on that subject, appeared to argue that
the General Assembly, in approving tesolution 40/243, had been unaware of the
Commission's rules of procedure. That was not the case. His delegation had taken
an active part in the consultations leading to the formulation of that resolution,
and all relevant factors had been taken into account. The General Assembly, in his
view, had chosen to 1imit the freedom of the Commission to choose the location of
its session) one annual session, indsed, was sufficient. The Commission should be
advised to comply strictly with resolution 40/243.

58. The same delegation asked whether the Commission had ever in fact surveyed
conditions of service while holding a session outside New York, and what, if any,
were the positive results, The delegation also stated that the invitations
extended to the Commission by participating organizations involved no expenditure
on the part of those organizations, and suggested that inviting organizations, like
Governments issuing invitations for meetings to be held on their territory, should
be obliged to pay the actual additional costs involved in holding the meeting away
from the Commission's established headguarters.

59. Another participant pointed out that the Chairman of the Commission, rather
than seeking a change in resolution 40/243 to bring it into line with the
Commission's rules of procedure, could have sought to change the rules instead.
His delegation favoured the status quo for ieqal, practical and budgetary reasons,

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-ninth Session,
Supplement No. 32 (A/39/32), chap. VII.
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60. Replying to the points made, the Secretariat stated that the (ommission,
during its visit to the Uniled Nations Office at Geneva in 1982, had dealt with
salary problema concerning locally recruited staff and post adjustment questions
affecting Professional staff at Geneva for which direct contacts with staff
concerned rather than with their representatives had been invaluable to the
Commission in finding solutions to those questions, which included a problem of
discrimination in the remuneration of men and women in the same jobs. Moreover, as
the largest concentration of staff of United Nations system organizations was at
Geneva, the best and most economical means of meeting Geneva staft members had been
to use the facilities of the United Nations Office at Geneva.

61. The Secretariat pointed out in addition that 60 per cent of the Commission's
budget was provided by the other organizations in the common system, which had made
it quite clear that they wanted the Commission to meet not only at United Nations
Headquarters, but also away from New York at their offices, and would react with
dismay to any attempt by the United Nations to restrict the Commission's ability to
do so. The travel costs of the members of the Commission did not vary greatly
according to its meeting place because the members came from all over the world.
Any extra expenditure under the Commission's budget caused by travel of staff of
the Commission's secretariat to its sessions held in Europe were offset by savings
on staff travel costs to the budgets of other organizations, since staff from other
common system organizations attended the Commission's sessions. Moreover, such
savings were overall savings to Member States, which contributed not only to the
United Nations budget, but also to the hudgets of the other organizations.

62. A number of delegations pointed out that the same States members participated
in other organs of the United Nations common system as in the General Assembly.
There was therefore no basis for the assumption that the governing bodies of other

organs in the system would reach conclusions different from those reached by the
Assembly.

63. One delegation objected to the parallel drawn in the report (A/AC.172/119,
para. 9) between the International Civil Service Commission and the regional
commissions, whose meeting pattern was also governed by paragraph 4 of resolution
40/243, section I. No such parallel existed, and the twc could not be compared, he
said. The speaker also wondered why discussions of salary auestions required the
physical presence of the Commission.

64. Agreeing, another delegatior pointed out that the Chairman and the Executive
Secretary of the Commission were smpowered to travel to different sites in
implementation of the Commission's work programme. Furthermore, the members of the
Commigsaion were drawn from a very wide geographical base and were chcsen for their
experience in the field. That should be enough to enable the Commission to discuas
such questions without physically going to the site.

65. 1In his reply, the representative of the Secretariat stated that the Commission
needed two three-week sessions a year to cover all reguirements imposed on it by
the General Assembly and the other participatitg organizations. One session was
normally held in the spring, at the headquarters of a participating organization,
the other in the summer in Mew York. Tunis was in accordance with article 23 of the
Commission's statute, which empowered it to meet at least once a year. While
visits to participating organizations by the Chairman and Executive Secretary were
useful, they could not replace contacts between the full Commission and
representatives of organizations and staff. Such contacts on the spot at the
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headquarters of organizations had always proved useful, for example, at the time of
local surveys. Apart from salary surveys, in which context Geneva had been
mentioned, the March 1986 session at Nairobi had provided the Commission with an
opportunity to visit projects of field staff, whose conditions of service varied
from those of their headquarters colleagues. As between 50 and 60 per cent of
United Nations system staff worked away from headquarters and the Commission was
teviewing the conditions of service of field staff, those consultations were very
helpful to the Commission., Moreover, the General Assembly had cndorsed the holding
of a gession of the Commission at Nairobi in a non-headquarters duty station, the

first such session after 10 years of the Commission's operation, while approving
the budget for that session.

66. In summing up, the Chairman said the Committee's examinatioa of the question
had fully explored the legal, practical and financial aspects of the matter. In
adopting its resolution 40/243, the General Assembly had been aware of the rules of

procedure of the Commission. The Committee on Conferences might not be the best
forum to se~k to reconcile the two.

67. The Chairman noted that the Commission was now authorized to meet away from
United Nations Headguarters at the headquarters of the participating
¢.ganizations. The proposal in the Secretariat's report that the Committee should
tecommend to the General Assembly that "the International Civil Service Commission
shall hold its sessions at the Headquarters of the United Nations, unless it
decides that a particular session should be held away from United Nations
Headquarters at the invitation of one of the participating organizations" had not
found unanimous support in the Committee, and the Committee could therefore not
make such a recommendation to the Assembly. However, the Commission had in the
past met away from the headquarters of its participating organizations, and could
request the Assembly for authorization to do 80 again in the future should the need
arise.

G. Inter-sessional departures from the approved calendar
of conferences and meetings for 1987

68. As in 1986, no reqguests for additions to or changes in the approved calendar
of conferences and meetings for 1987 that involved financial implications were
gsubmitted to the Committee during the year.
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IT1. STATUS OF THE COMMITTEY ON CONEFERENCRL.: IMpLEMUNTE TGN
OF GENFRAL ASSFMBLY RESOLUTIONS 41/177 B’ AND 4172138

69, The General Assembly, in paragraph 3 of its resolution 41/1// B of

5 December 1986, requested the Committee on Conferences to consider, as a matter ol
priority, the possibility of changing its terms of reference and becoming a
permanent body and to submit recommendatinns thereon to the General Agsembly at ito
forty-second session.

70. By its resolution 41/213, section I, of 19 December 1986, the Aussembiv decidecd
“«.. that the recommendations as agreed upon and as contained in the report of the
Group of High-level Intergovernmental Experts to Review the Efficiency of the
Administrative and Financial Functicning of the United Nations should be
implemented by the Secretary-General and the relevant organs and hodies of the
United Nations in the light of the findiings of the Fifth Committee" and subject to
further considerations listed in the i1esolution that pertain to specific
recommendations of the Group.

71. Recommendation 1 of the Group of High-level Intergovernmental Experts to
Review the Efficiency of the Administrative and Financial Functioning of the United
Nations relates directly to the Commiitee on Conferences, and recommendation 2 does
80 in part.

72. At its 256-260th meetings, from 24 to 27 March 1987, the Committee considered
a document prepared by the Secretariat discussing the possible implications of

changing the Committee's mandate and moking it a permanent interaovernmental hody,
and containing recommendations for the Comaittee's consideration (see A/AC.172/11R)

73. The Committee resumed consideration of the matter at its second series of
substantive meetings, from 24 August to 2 September 1987. At hoth sessiona, the
Committee undertook an extensive and detailed study of every aspect of the guestion
of the status of the Committee and its present and future terms of reference.
During the course of these discussions, which took place buth on the formal and
informal levels, a number of working papers were issued in an effort te reach
agreement on proposed revisions to the Committee's mandate,

74. Following intensive consultations, th- Committee reached agreement at ‘ts
271st meeting, on 31 August 1987, on the following paragraphs:

"The General Assembly

"Decides that the Committee on Conferences should have the following
terms of reference:

"{a) To advise the General Ascembly on all matters peitaining to the
organization of conferences in the United Nations;

"(b) To plan and co-ordinate counferences and meetings in «lose
consultation with the Secretariat and all relevant hodies in the
preparation of the draft calendar, in particular by staqqerinqg
conferences and meetings throughout the year, and to avoid to the
maximum extent possihle the overlapping of meetings related to the
same sector of activity in the same conference lacation;




“(c) In this connection, to present to the General Assembly a draft
calendar of conferences and meetings for the coming year or
biennium, to meet the needs of the United Nations and designed to
ensure the optimum utilization of conference-servicing resources.
With respect to the proposed departures froam the approved calendar
of conferences that have administrative and financial implications,
to act on behalf of the General Assembly, in conformity with the

budgetary process in force and with full respect for the mandates of
other bodies;

"(d) To determine the ways and means that might ensure the optimum
utilization of conference facilities and services, including
documentation, and to present appropriate recommendations to the
General Assembly)

"(e) To advise the General Arsembly on the current and future

requirements of the Organization for conference services, facilities
and documentation;

"(f) To make recommendations as appropriate to the General Assembly on
means to ensure an improved co-ordination of conferences within the
United Nations system, including conference services and facilities,
and to conduct the appropriate consultatinns in that regard;

"(g) To monitor the implementation of all General Assembly resolutions on

the organization, servicing and documentation for meetings and
conferences}

"(h) To monitor the Organization's policy on publications, with the
assistance of the Publications Board and taking into account
positions adopted by the Committee on Information and other relevant
hodies)

"(i) To report annually thereon to the General Assembly;

"Decides to keep the mandate of the Committee on Conferencesn under
review, subject to any further decision of the General Assembly c¢oncerning the
budgetary process."

75. One delegation entered a reserv. tion regarding the above paragraph.

76. The Committee considered various technical questions pertaining to a possible
change in its status; for instance, whether the Committee should become a permanent
subsidiary organ of the General Assembly, or whether it should remain a temporary
one; whether the number of its members should be increased or decreased, or remain
the same; whether the geographical composition of the membership should be
reallocated among the regional groups, or whether it should remain unchanged; and
whether the members of the Committee should continue to be appointed by the
President of the General Assembly in consultation with the regional groups, or
whethier they should be elected by the plenary of the Assembly. However, owing to
lack of time, and despite its sustained efforts, the Committee was not ahle to
conclude a recommendation as to its future status.
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77. Members, with the understanding that all questions dealing with the status,
composition and mandate of the Committee were interrelated, agreed to recommend to
the General Assembly that it should retain the Committee on Conferences with its
present membership and mandate for a further year, from 1 January to

31 December 1988, to continue its consideration of outstanding issues.

78. A number of delegations entered reservations regarding the above paragraph.

79. After consultations on the relationship between the Economic and Social
Council and the Commnittee on Conferences regarding the Council's draft calendar of
conferences, the Committee agreed to recommend to the General Assembly that it
request the Economic and Social Council to consider inviting the Committee on
Conferences to review the Council's draft calendar of conferences and to make
comments and recommendations on that draft where appropriate,
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IV. CONTROL AND LIMITATION OF DOCUMENTATION

A. Communications from Member States circulated as documents of
the United Nations

80. The matter had been raised at the Committee's substantive session in 1986,

The Committee then agreed, on the proposal of a delegation, that it should take up
the matter again on the basis of a report from the Secretariat on the nature and
extent of such communications circulated as United Nations documents, and to report
to the Assembly at its forty~-third session (see resolution 41/177 D, para. 7).

8l1. At its organizational session in January 1987, the Committee decided to take
up the matter in more detail in 1988 after studying a Secretariat report showing
the number of such documents, the number of pages involved, the Member States that
had requested their circulation, the estimated cost and the extent of duplication,
if any.

82, However, at its 261st meeting, on 24 August 1987, the proposal was made that
the Committee might wish to consider proposing the observance, whenever possible,
of page-limits for such communications from Member States, with the alternative,
for example, of circulating a summary of the communication and having the full text
avallable in its original language.

83. During subsequent discussion of the matter, one delegation brought to the
attention of the Committee two examples of this practice, which, in his view and
the view of some other delegations, represented an abuse of the system, given that
the documents in question were, respectively, a phntocopy of another report and a
list of signatures. He felt that collective rest.aint was required on the part of
Member States in the submission of such communications for translation and
distribution as documents of the General Assembly and Security Council.

84. Another speaker, however, recalled that the United Nations was a forum for
discussion among States, and communications from individual Governments should be
permitted to circulate freely. To limit the right of sovereign States to make
known their views at the United Nations would run counter to the principles on
which the Organization was founded, he stated. However, to appeal for restraint,
as had been done before, would be a valid step. Another speaker indicated that in
his view some of the examples mentioned did not necessarily constitute cases of
abuse of the system,

85. The Chairman recalled that the Committee had agreed at its organizational
session in January 1987 to discuss the auestion of communications from Member
States in 1988 in order to report to the General Assembly at its forty-third
session.

B. Reports of subsidiary organs to the General Assembly:
compliance with the 32-~page limit set by General
Assembly resolution 37/14 C

86. In considering this item, at its 254th meeting, on 23 March 1987, the
Committee had before it a report from the Secretariat conta »d in document
A/AC.172/117 on the extent to which the 32-page limit {for reports of subsidiary
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organs set by resolution 37/14 C had been implemeated. The document listed the
relevant supplements to the Official Records of the fieneral Assembly, showing the
page length of each between 1978 and 1986. The report showed that the total volume
of pages for the supplements concerned had faller fram 4,209 pages to 2,323 during
that period.

87. 1In introducing the report, the Secretariat stated that reports of subsidiary
organs represented some 20 per cent of General Ascembly documentation. It was
still the case, as stated in paragraph 3 of document A/AC.172/117, that "although
reports longer than 32 pages were still being submitted to the General Assembly,
this was often necessary because of the nature of the work of some bodies; but ...

the existence of a trend towards closer adherence to the 32-page limit could be
discerned".

88. The Secretariat played an active role in promoting the implementation of the
J2-page rule by discussing with substantive Secretariat officials who assisted
rapporteurs in their work ways in which their draft reports could be shortened
without prejudice to their substantive content.

89. 1In the discussions that fcllowed, one speaker advocated a 24- or 28-page limit
for reports of subsidiary organs instead of the present 32-page limit; another,
citiry the capacity of the printing machines, proposed 1 sliding scale of 16-, 32-,
48- or 64-page reports according to the work of the ho ; concerned. In general,
the trend towards the lowering of the overall voiume of reports was welcomed, but
delegations stressed the ne=d to avoid complacency. Many individual reports had
not grown shorter, it was stressed, and some had grown longer. It was pointed out
also, by the Chairman and others, that some bodies, owing to the nature of their
work, could not expect to produce a report of only 32 pages in length.

90. The balance between economy and convenience was also brought to light during
the debate. The Secretariat, in response to a auestion fram a cdelegation, stated
that it would be more convenient for delegations for a report to reproduce all the
information relevant to its consideration, such as agendas and the content of
reports that had been discussed by the body concerned. However, the guidelines for
the drafting of reports as set forth in resolutions 34/50 of 23 November 1979 and

37/14 C specified that information contained in one document should not normally be
reproduced in another.

91. One delegation drew attention to the practice of using small print for the
fascicles of the proposed programme budget., He stated that that resulted in an
estimated savings of $35,000, and wondered whether that economy was worth the
inconvenience caused to delegations because of the small print, which made
documents harder to read.

92. The Secretariat replied that some specialized agencies used photo-reduction to
reduce the number of physical pages in their documents, but thai process did
nothing to redice the cost of translation, revision and typing, which represented
the bulk of the cost of documentation. The text of the bhudget fascicles had becn
reduced because the charts shown in the fascicles were too large to fit on a
normal~sized page.

93. The Comm' :tee decided to request the Chairman to maintain his contacts with

those bodies whose reports exceeded 32 pages in length, with a view to promoting
greater concision without prejudicing the reports' essential content; to include 1n
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the report of the Committee on Conferences to the Assembly at its forty-second
session a graph showing the overall reduction in the volume of reports since 1978
(see annex 1); and to resume consideration of the specific proposals made during
the debate at a future session.

C. Implementation of General Assembly resolution 41/177 D:

provision of written meeting records to United Nations
Oorgans and programmes

94, At its 264th meeting, on 25 August 1987, the Committee considered a
Secretariat report (A/AC.172/122) concerning the provision of written meeting
records to United Nations organs and programmes.

35. By its resolution 41/177 D, the General Assembly had invited governing bodies
of United Nations organs and programmes, namely, UNITAR, the Executive Board of
UNICEF, the Executive Committee of the Programme of UNBECR and the Governing Council
of UNDP, to reconsider their need for summary records.

96. By the same resolution, the Military Staff Committee was also invited to
consider dispensing with verbatim records.

97. The Secretariat report contained the responses of those organs that had
considered the General Assembly's invitation to dispense with records.

98. Speakers welcomed the decision of the Board of Trustees of UNITAR to accept
the invitation to dispense with summary records at its future sessions. Some,
however, regretted that the governing bodies of UNICEF and UNDP had not decided to
dispense with records, and one delegation felt that if those bodies were charged
for the conference services they received they might reconsider their
requirements. Another speaker, concerned at the reaction by some organs to the
General Assembly's invitation, suggested that the matter be referred to the Fifth
Committee, whose views on the use of conference services by bodies not funded from
the reqgular budget of the Organization should be sought.

99, The Committee welcomed the decision of the Board of Trustees of UNITAR to
dispense with written meeting records in future, and expressed the hope that the

other organs invited to dispense with records would keep their reguirements under
constant review,
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V. REPORT OF THE JOINT INSPECTION UNIT ON THI MANAGEMENT OF
INTERPRETATION SERVICES IN THE UNTIED NATIONS SYSTEM

100. At its 263rd and 264th meetings, on 25 Auqust 1987, the Comnittee discussed
the Joint Inspection Unit report on the management of interpretation services in
the United Nations system, the related comments of the Secretary-General and a

Secretariat report on the application ot comnputer technology tc the management of

the interpretation service and the meetings programme (A/41/648, A/42/95 and
A/AC.172/123).

101. Some delegations took the view that the Unit's report was valid and timely,
and the Committee should endorse it. The report's obseivations and recommendations
regarding the adjustment of conference calendars were particularly valuable, The
Secretariat report on the application of computer technology to the manaqement of
interpretation services wus also very helpful, though care should be taken in the

selection of the necessary equipment. The situation should be review:d two year..
from now.

102. Another member, agreeing, remarked that the management of conference services
was a field in which computers could usefully be put Lo work, but stressed that
careful astudy of the equipment and sotftware was reguired beforeband.

103. Another delegation gpoke in support of all the Unit's recommendations, and of
the detailed measures proposed to promote greater efficiency in the provision and
utilization of conference gseirvices.

104. Other speakers, however, criticized the Inspectors' report. One delegation
found it of gquestionable quality and badly presented. The aim of the
recommendations seemed to be solely to make savings, but that should not be the
sole objective of the Unit. Another speaker, agreeing that the reporh was
unsatisfactory, said the Inspectors ghould not have made recommendations that could
damage the work done by important United Nations hodies.

105, Proceeding towards a wmore detailed exanination of the Inspectors!
recommendations, a number of delegations remarked that many had either already been
implemented or did not lie within the competence of the Committee on Conferences or
were unacceptable, One delegation, however, strongly supported a recommendation
aimed at overcoming long-standing scheduling conflicts among major conference
activities, particularly in the June and September-November periods. A
recommendation calling on the Committee on Conferences to plan the number of
meetings for each United Nations organ equal to its actual average of meetings held
during the past two or three years, however, was unacceptable in the view of a
number of speakers.

106. In general, the Committee found that the report was of interest, and that it
contained much that was familiar. Many of 1ts recommendations coincided with
General Assembly resolutiones governing the efficient and etfective provision and
utilization of conference services, which the Committee could only support. Other
matters touched upon by the Innpectors, however, were outside the Committee's
present terms of reference, and others still were controversial. In view ot the
interest displayed hy many delegations in the potential use of computer assistance
in the management of the meetings programme and the interpretation service, the
Committee agreed to return to that guesntion at a future time.
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VI, REVIFW OF THE MEDIUM-TERM PLAN FOR THE PERIOD 1990-1995:
CONFERENCE AND LIBRARY SERVICES

107. At its 264th meeting, on 25 August 1987, the Committee commenced consideration
of the draft medium-term plan for conference and library services as submitted by
the Department of Conference Services.

108, The Committee was informed that the draft was provisional, and that further
revisions might need to he made. The draft medium-term plan for the Organization
to be submitted by the Secretary-General to the Committee for Programme and
Co-ordination for eventual approval by the General Assembly would take into account
any comments made by the Committee on Conferences.

109. One delegation, ohserving that the introduction to the draft plan painted a
ruther futuristic picture, questioned one of the major assumptions on which it was
based, namely, that it would br expected that the staffing reauired for
conference-servicing activities would reflect the restructured work-load. 1In that
delegation's opinion, the wording of this assumption could give the impression that
there would he an automatic reduction in the staft, whereas the current level of
such staff was not necessarily adapted to requirementz., Accordingly, in order to
asgess the number of interpretatjon staff reguired, a flexihle approach should be
adopted,

110. Another speaker, also making preliminary comments, cautioned against the
unplanned acquisition of computers that might turn out to be incompatible with
existing equipment, or whose use would lead to inefficiency or even an increase in
staff. Indeed, the major assumptions underlying the draft plan appe ‘red to place
little emphasis on the auestion of staffing, he said.

111. Proceeding to more detailed comments, the speaker considered that the
objectives of the editorial services subprogramme should include a reference to the
problem of communications submitted for translation and circulation as United
Nations documents by Member States, He went on to question the assumption recorded
in the planning and meetings services subprogramme that the number of meetings
reqularly taking place away from eastablished headquarters showed no signs of
diminishing, and might continue to increase, thus adding to the planning services
required, He made further comments on subprogrammes relating to translation,
reproduction, publications, sales and the Dag Hammarskijold Library, remarking that
the Tabrary's present computer systems might be improved bhefore new programmes were
introduced.

112, Another representative felt that an additional objective of the editorial
services nhould be to meet deadlines tor the provision of documentation to
interqovernmental bodies, although he was aware that delays could not always be
attributed to the Department of Conference Services. A turther obiective should be
to ensure compliance with General Assembly resolutions and decisions governing the
control and laimitation of documentation.

113, Other speakers noted that the dratt plan 1tself had beern issued at a very late

stage, and felt that they had not haa time to consider it properly or to formulate
detiailed comments on it

114, The Committee thus concluded its preliminarv exchange of views on the draft
chapter of the medium-term plan relating to conference and laibrary services, and

looked forward to considerine a revised verssion ot the plan at an app. "nriate time,
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Vii. OTHER BUSINESH

A. Requesta for exceptions to paragraph 7 of General Assembly
resolution 40/243, Section 1

115, The Committee considered at its 267th and 268th meetings, on 27 August 1987, a
Secretariat report containing reguests from eight bodies for exceptions to be made
to paragraph 7 of resolution 40/243, section I, which states that no subsidiary
organ of the General Assembly may meet at United Nations Headauarters during a
regular session of the Assembly unless explicitly authorized y the Assembly.

116. Some delegations noted that many bodies reauesting exceptions this year had
also done so in previous years, and for the same reasons. These delegations
requested that more specific information be provided to the Committee on the
reasons for the requests from the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People and fram the United Nations Council for Namibia.

117. At the 268th meeting, the representative of the Division for Palestinian
Rights explained that meetings were necessary during the Assembly session in order
to allow the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People to comply with its mandate to keep under review the situation relating to
the question of Palestine and to consider draft resolutions to be presented to the
Assembly. It was noted that the concerns of the Committee on Conferences on the
utilization of conference resou s would he brought to the attention of the
Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People.

118. A representative of the secretariat of the United Nations Council for Namibia
explained that as the Administering Authority for Namibia the Council had a
continuing and unique responsibility towards Namibia and it was the duty of the
Council to keep under review the situation evolving in the territory.

119, One delegation, supported by others, proposed that certain bodies be granted a
general dispensation to meet during the Assembly session, thus avoiding the
necessity of having to reduest an exception to paragraph 7 of resolution 40/243,
section I, each year., While some delegations opposed this suggestion, others
stated that the proposal merited serious study by the Committee .n the future.

120. The Committee, having considered the reauests, and having received
clarification from the Secretariat and assurances that there were no administrative
or financial implications involved, decided to recommend that the General Assembly
grant authorization to those bodies to meet during its session. Such meetings
would take place only as services hecome available and on the strict understanding
that the work of the General Assembly itself would not be impeded,  The Committes.
intended to take up this matter in more detail in the future.

121. At its 272nd meeting, on 2 September 1987, the Committee approved another
request to meet during the forty-second session. 'The request was fram the
Intergovernmental Group to Monitor the Supply and Shipping of 01l and Petroleuan
Products to South Africa,
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B. Review of the programme performance of the United Nationa
for the biennium 1984-1985: Department of Conference
Services

122, At its 269th meeting, onr 28 August 1987, the Committee discussed the programme
performance of the Department of Con‘erence Services, as contained in document
A/41/318/Add.l, section 29 A-E. That discussion took place in accordance with
resolution 41/203 of 11 December 1986, by which the Assembly endorsed the report of
the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, 1In paragraph 62 of that report, the
latter Committee had recommended that relevant intergovernmental nodies should
review the programme performance report.

123, Delegations felt that the report was helpful in setting standards against
which performance could be measured. 1t appeared that the forecasts of work to be
done by the Department of Conference Services had been fairly accurate. The
information contained in the report was satisfactory, and showed that a great
volume of work had been performed by the Department, said one speaker. Another
added that the report was potentially useful in enabling delegations to set
performance standards by which the progress of the Department ot Conference
Services might be measured and through which an assessment might be made of the
amount of resources made available to the Department.

124, In response to questions, the Secretariat stated that the Conference Services
Division at the United Nations Office at Vienna had been omitted from the report
for 1984-1985 because at that time the Division had been operated by the Uniteu
Nations Industrial Development Organization.

125. The Committee agreed to convey the above comments on the report to the
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination.
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VIII. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

A. Terms of reference and membership

126. The General Assembly, by its resolution 32/72 of 9 December 1977, decided to
retain the Committee on Conferences established under its resnlution 3351 (XXIX) of
18 December 1974. The Committee's present terms of reference are to be found in
paragraph 3 of resolution 32/72,

127. At its 99th plenary meeting, on 5 December 1986, the General Assembly agreed
to extend the mandate of the Committee on Conferences for a further one-year period
beginning 1 January 1987, Subseauently, the President of the General Assembly
appointed the following 22 States members of the Committee: Algeria, Argentina,
Austria, Bahamas, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chile, Cyprus, Egypt,
France, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, Indonesia, Japan,
Kenya, Mexico, New Zealand, Senegal, Sril Lanka, Tunisia, Union of Soviet Socialist

Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States
of America.

B. Officers
128. The Committee elected the following officers to serve in 1987:
Chairman: Mr. Bernards A. N. Mudho (Kenya)
Vice-Chairmen: Mr. J. D. Ariyaratne (Sri Lanka)

Mr. Fernando Danus (Chile)
Mr. Falk Meltke (German Democratic Republic)

Rapporteur: Mr. Valentin Inzko (Austria).

129, subsequently, at the Committee's 261st meeting, on 24 Auqust 1987,

Ms., Franziska Friessnigg, the representative of Austria, was elected by acclamation
to the post of Rapporteur following the departure from the Committee of Mr. Inzko,
and served in that capacity during the second series of substantive meetings.

130, At the same meeting, Mr. Jaime Bazan, the representative of Chile, was elected
by acclamation as Vice-Chairman of the Committee following the departure from the
Committee of Mr. Danus.

C. Organization of work

131. The Committee agreed to meet as required to take up matters related to the
calendar of conferences and its implementation, in particular the consideration of
inter-sessional departures from the approved calendar. 1In 1985 and 1986, the
Committee had held a single one-week substantive session only in each year in
keeping with its biennial approach to its work. However, .n 1987, in view of the
heavy work-load before it and the fact that its mandate had been renewed only until
31 December 1987, the Committee decided to resume its former practice of holding
two separate series of meetings, each lasting for one week. . onseauently, the
Committee met from 23 to 27 March and from 24 August to 2 September 1987,
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D. Progromme of work

132, On the basis of a note by the Secretariat, the Committee discussed its
programme of work for 1987 and agreed upon an agenda for its series of substantive
meetings (see A/ARC.172/115 and Add.l). The Under-Secretary-General for Conference
Services and Special Assignments addressed the Committee at its organizational
meeting and at its two series of substantive meetings,

133, A 1isi of documents considered by the Committee on Conferences during 1987
appears in annex II to the present report.




IX. WORK OF THE COMMI'M'EE DURING THE FORTY-FIRST SESSION
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

134. During the forty-first aession of the General Assembly, the Committee met
twice (250th and 2518t meetings) to consider information presented to it under
paragraph ¢ of resolution 35/10 A, by which the Assembly requested the Committee to
review proposals affecting the achedule of conferences and meetings made at
sessions of the Assembly when administrative implications were being considered
under rule 153 of the Assembly's rules of procedure. The subject of the meetings
and the relevant documents are listed below:

Observations
Meeting Date Subject contained in
250 19 November United Nations Council for Namibia A/C.5/41/SR. 28,

paras, 52-57

251 2 December Working Group onthe Drafting of an A/C.5/41/57/Add .1
International Convention on the
Protection of the Rights of All
Migrant Workers and Their Families
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ANNEX 1

Graph showing the overall reduction in the volume of supplements
to the Otficlal Records of the General Assembly, 1978-1986
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ANNEX 11

Documents submitted to the Committee on Conferences
aince the close of its 1986 substantive session

Symbol Subject
A/AC.172/INF/8 List of members of the Committee on Conferences
A/AC.172/115 Draft agenda
A/AC.172/115/Add.1 Agenda
A/AC.172/116 Calendar of conferences and meetings for 1987
A/AC.172/117 Adherence by subsidiary organs of the General

Assembly to the 32~page limit laid down by
resolution 37/14 C

A/AC.172/118 Status of the Committee on Conferences

A/RAC.172/119 Meetings pattern of the International Civil
Service Commission

A/AC.172/120 Pattern of future meetings of the Advisory Board
on Disarmament Studies

A/AC.172/121 Cost of organs and programmes not funded from
the reqular budget of the Organization

A/AC.172/122 Implementation of General Assembly resolution
41,177 D

A/AC.172/123 Application of computers to the management of
interpretation services

A/AC.172/88/Add.5 Meetings statistics of United Nations organs
meeting in 1986 in New York, Geneva and Vienna

A/AC.172/96/Ad4.4 Replies to the Chairman fram chairmen of other
organs

A/41/648 Joint Inspection Unit report on the management
of interpretation services in the United Nations
syetem

A/42/95 Comments of the Secretary-~Generai on the report

of the Joint Inspection Unit

A/AC.172/1986/CRP. 6 United Nations Council for Namibia
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S ol Subject

A/AC.172/1986/CRP.7 Open-ended Working Group on the Drafting of an
International Convention on the Protection of
the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their

Families

A/RC.172/1987/CRP.1 Implementation of General Assembly decision
41/466

A/AC.172/1987/CRP.2 Proposals made by members during the first

series of subastantive meetings (23-27 March 1987)

A/AC.172/1987/CRP.3 Proposal made by the representative of the
United Kingdom during the first series of
substantive meetings (23-27 March 1987)

A/AC.172/1987/CRP. Status of documents requested by the Committee
on Conferences

A/AC.172/1987/CRP. S Med.um-term plan for conference and library
services

A/AC.172/1987/CRP. 6 and Add.l Draft calendar of conferences and meetings for
1988-1989 and preamble

A/AC.172/1987/CRP.7 and Add.1l Requests of subsidiary organs to meet during the

and 2 General Assenbly session

A/AC.172/1987/CRP. 8 and Add.l-4 Draft report ot the Committee on Conferences

A/AC.172/1987/CRP.9 Proposal of the representative of Argentina
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ANNEX T1II

Dratt calendar of conferences and mnetingﬁugﬁmthe (miiﬁﬁ”NQElQ”5

for the bhiennium 1988-1989

Explanatory notes

The following ahbreviations are used in annex TIl:

In the culumn headed "Organ”

ECA
ECE
ECLAC
ESCAP
ESCWA
FAO
GATT
IAEA
ICAO
ICsC
IFAD
IL0
IMO
IMK
INSTRAW

IrTu
UNCTAD
UUNDP

UNEP
UNESCO

UNHCR
UNICEF

UNIDO
UNITAR

UNRWA

UNU
UPU

Economic Commission for Africa

Economic Commission for Europe

Economic Commission for latin America and the Caribbean

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacitic

Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

International Atomic Energy Agency

International Civil Aviation Organization

International Civil Service Commission

International Fund for Agricultural Development

International Labour Organisation

International Maritime Organization

International Monetary PFund

International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement

Women

International Telecommunication lnion

United
United
United

Nations Conference on Trade and Development
Nations Development Programme

Nations Environment Programme

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizatior
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner tor Refugees

United Nations Children's Fund

United Nations Industrial Development Organization

United Nations Institute for Training and Research

United Nations Relief and Works Agency tor Palestine Refuqees in the
Near East

United Nations University

Universal Postal Union
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WFC World Food Council

wrp World Food Programme

WHO World Health Organization

WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization
WO World Meteorological Organization

In :ne column headed “"Membership"

Governments
Experts

ST Secretariat or secretariats

In the cclumn headed “Servicing"

1 Interpretation

T Translation

PV Verbatim records
SR Summary records
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HIOW TO OBTAIN UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS

United Nations publications may be obtained from bookstores and distributors throughout the
world. Consult your bookstore or write to: United Nations, Sales Section, New York or Geneva.

COMMENT JE PROCURER LES PUBLICATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES

Les publications des Nations Unies sont en veate dans les librairies et les agences dépositaires
du monde ontier. Informez-vous suprds de votre libraire ou adressez - vous & : Nations Unies,
Scction des ventes, New York ou Gendve.

KAK 1TOAYYHATL UIRAHUA OPI'AHMIALIMH OBBEAMHEHHBIX HAUWUNA

Hisnanug Opramssauni O6seanuenusiX Hatifl MOXHO KyIHTL B KHIDKHLIX MA! 0 IHHOX
W ArCHTCTRAX HO BCeX paktouax MHPA, HasoauTte cupasku 06 HILAHHAX P BALIEM KHIKHOM
MArQIMNe AN nHuTe N anpecy: Opranuian .+ OGseauncnnsix Haumit, Cokunn no
npodaxe wiganuit, Hew-Hopx win Kenesa.

COMO CONSEGUIR PUBLICACIONES DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS

Las publicaciones de las Naciones Unidas cstdn cn venta en librerfas y casas distribuidoras en
todas partes del mundu. Consulte & su librero o dirfjase a: Naciones Unidas, Seccidn de Ventas,
Nueva York o Ginebra.
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