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I. DRAFT RESOWTIONS SUBMITTED BY THE OOMMITTEE
ON CONFERENCES TO THE GENERAL ASSElttBLY

1. The Commi ttee on Conferences submi ts the following draf t resolut ions to the
G~neral Assembly for approval;

A

'I'he General AsRembly,

Recalling its resolutions 1351 (XXIX, of 18 December 1974, 32/72 of
9 Decemher 1977, 36/117 B of 10 December 1981, 38/32 of 25 November 1983,
40/243 of 18 December 1985, 41/177 B of 5 December 1986 lind 41/213 of
19 December 1986,

1. Expresses its appreclation to the Committee on Conferences for its
reports and its efforts since its establishment to achieve opt.imum use of
conference··servicinQ resources within the Unlted Nations)

2. Decides to extend the current mand&te ~~1 status of the Committee on
Conferences for a further year from 1 January to 31 December 1988;

3. Reouests the President of the G9neral Assembly to reappoint the
current members of the Committee for that further year)

4. Requests the Committee on Conferences t~ continue its consideration
of the outstandinq issues with respect to its mandate and status, and to make
recomrnendatlons th~re0n to the General Assenbly at its forty-third spssion.

B

'l'he (;en era 1 Assembly,

!Icwing cons Idered thf> report of the Committee on Conferences,

1. ~~proves the nraft calendar of conferences and meetings of the
UnIted Nations for the blennium 1988-1989 as ~ubmitted by the Committt"e on
Conference~)

2. ~_~thorizes the Committee on Conferences to make ~ny arJustments in
the calendar af canference~ ann meetings for the biennium 1988-1989 that may
hecom~ neceFsary a5 a result of action and decisions taken by the General
Assemb Iy at 1 ts forty-flecond sess ion,

\. Heouests iJ.'ited Nations organs, in order to make optimum use of the
conff>rpncp-=servici-nq resources allocated to them, to indicate with greater
preciBinn the actual number of meetings with conference services that t"ey
w i I I reoll i rp 1 n the 1 r comi ng fless ions J

4. _'~..9l1P~_it~ the BconOO1 i c and SO~ial Council to consider inviting the
Commi ttf'P 011 Conferences to review the Counci lIs d.-aft calendar of conferences
and to makf> comments ancl rE'commendations on that draft where appropriate.
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II. CALENDAR OF CONFERENCES AND t-'EE'l'INGS

A. Adoption of the draft calendar of conferences
~~netinys for the blennium 1988-1989

2. By its resolution 40/243, section I, of 18 December 1985, the General Assembly
approved the biennial calendar of conferences and meetings for 1986-]987 as set out
in annex 11 to the report of the Committee on Conferences to the Assemhly at its
fortieth session and amended by subsequent deC1S1ons taken by the Assembly in the
course of that aession. By its resolution 41/177 A of 5 December 1986, the
Assembly approved the draft revised calendar for 1987.

3. At its 263rd meeting, on 2S August 1987, the Committee on Conferences reviewed
the draft calendar for conferences and meetings for the biennium 1988-1989.

4. In introducing the draft calendar, the Secretariat noted that it had been
dr awn up on the basis of established pr i nciples as approv~ by the General Ar.sembl y
in various resolutions and decisions, notably resolution 40/243. In addition, in
accordance with resolution 41/213, the draft calendar reflectod a more p.ven
distribution of meetings 1n such a way as to encourage better utilization of
conference facilities and established resources and to limit the u~e of temporary
personnel, as called for in the Report of the Group of High-level Intergovernmental
Experts to Review the Efficiency of the Administrative and Financial Functioning of
the United Nations.

S. The Secretariat explained, ha.lever, that it \,:a6 expected that additional
meetings would later be included in the ca1enaar as a result of action taken by the
General Assembly at ite forty-second session, and some further movement might be
expected as undetermined dates and venues f.or approved meetings werE! finalized. In
additlon, the AS5~mbly was expected to renew the mandates of a numher of bodies
that were due to expire at the end of 1987. In a~cordance with establishea
practice, the Secretariat had omitted those :':'''l.1leH trom the draft calp.ndar, but had
made informal provision for such anticlpated additions and changes.

6. The draft calendar also reflected the entitlement of bOdies to summary records
as established by resolution 31/14 C of 16 November 1982 and extended by resolution
41/177 D of 5 December 1986 and Economic and Social Council reso1ut\on 1979/69 of
2 August 1979. At its 35th plenary meeting, on 8 July 1987, the F~onomic and
Soc1a1 Council again decided to extend the experimental period for entitlements of
sumnary record~ to 1ts subsicliary bodies and GesFlional co:nmHtees for a further two
years.

7. The Secretariat further pointed out that the draft calendar reflectflo fUlly
the calendar of conferences and meetings for 1988-1989 as approved by the Economic
and Social Council in its decision 1987/178, adopted at its 35th plenary meetillg
held on 8 July 1987. The 1988 meetings of the Economic Commission for I~tin

America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Economic and Social Commission for ~sia and
the Pacific (&qCAP) and the Economic Commission for Africa (RCA) to be held away
from the estab.l ished headquarter s of those Commiss ions had bf!en approved bv the
Economic and Social Council in accordance with General ~ssemb1y renolution 40/243,
section I. In this connection, the Secretariat pointer.! out that the Economic anrl
Social Council, at its first regular session of 1987, had taken an initiativ€!
designed to make the best use of conference services. The Council secretariat hdrl
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notified th~ Department of Conferenc9 Services before the session thut only 45
instead of the usual 114 meetings would be required. That had proved to be the
case, and the Council was able tu complete ita work despite the reduction in the
numbel of meetings.

8. The attention of the Committee on Conferftnces was drawn to a number of
deviations from established practices that were included in the draft calendar for
1988-1989.

9. During their exhaustive consideration of the draft calendar, members asked a
series of questions covering all aspects of the preparation of the draft and the
implementation of the calendar.

10. In particular, members requested furth~r information on the 1988 meetings
patttcn of the Special Commission of the Ec~nomic and SOCial Council, the duration
of the sessions of c~rtain other bodies and the Secretariat's ability to make the
best use of conference-servicing resourcee in the event of cancelled meetings, the
process of biennialization adopted by some or9ans) t~e consideration of it~

meetings calendar hy tha Economic and Social Courlcil, the venue of th~ joint
meetings of the Committee for P·~gramme and Co-ordination and thd Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination for ~J89, and the 1988 meetings of ECLAC, ESCAP and ECA.

11. Much discussion centred on the fact that the draft calendar had been issued
too late to allow members to examine it in deta~l before the aession of the
Committee on Conferences. One feature of the draft that ~ttracted considerable
attention, howev~r, was the number of meetings devoted to activities in the same
sector that were scheduled to take place more or less simUltaneously. A number of
examples of such overlaps were adducpd during the discussion, and several speakers
pointed out that some delegations encountered frequent difficulties in giving
proper attention to such m~etings.

12. The Committee took due note of the deviations in the draft calendar brought to
its attention by the Secretariat. The trend towards biennialization displayud by
some organs was welcomed, ond the Committee expressed the hope that the expertise
of the secretariat would be applied to ensure that meetings of bodieS intending to
meet biennally were properly spaced out throughout the biennium. A movement back
towards annual session8 on the part of bodies now meeting once every two years was
also noted with regret.

13. The Committee also decided that, while a certain amou~t of overlapping was
inevitahle in view of bndies' needs to receive their pre-sesaion documentation in
time and to prepare their reports to their parent organs, future ~raft calendars
should contain a synoptic table indicating especially how many simultaneous
meetings devoted to activities in the same sector would take place in anyone
~onth. It was also suggested that th~ dates of the sessions of the
Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology for Development and the
High-level Committee on the Review of Technical Co-operation among Developing
Countries and those of the Population Commission and the Statistical Commi8si~n

could be adjuRted to avoid overlaps in future. A further proposal was that the
attention of subRidiary organs should be drawn to the calend~r of conferences when
they were considering (he dates of their future meetings.
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B. Improved utilization of conference-servicing resourcesr
meetings statistics of unite(L!'J~tions organs

14. At its 253rd mpeting, on 23 March 1987, the Committee on Conferences examined
document A/AC.172/88/Add.5, which contained statistical information relatinq to
United Nations bodies meeting in New York, Geneva and Vienna in 1986. The
statistics showed the number of meetings planned by each body, the number actually
held and the number cancelled. The document also indic~ted the amount of time lost
through the late starting and early ending of meetings and the extent to which
conference-servicing resources freed by the cancellation of scheduled meetings were
sUbsequently utilized by other bod~es or groups meeting instead of those scheduled
meetings. The Committee had studi~d a s~r;es of such reports, of which the first
was issued in 1983.

15. The purpose of the report was to indicate the "utilization factor" of the
United Nations bodies listed. That factor was intended as a measure of the
efficiency with which the body had USed the conference services allocated to it.
For instance, if a body had, through cancelling meetings and through the late
starting and early ending of meetings, failed to use the equivalent of 20 per cent
of its time, its utilization factor was given as 80 per cent. In its past
consideration of th~ matter, the Committee on Conferences had considered a minimum
of 75 per cent utilization of services to be an acceptable level of efficiency.

16. Delegations posed a number of questions about the mechanism by which services
freed by the cancellation of scheduled meetings were allotted to bodieS wishil~ to
meet on an "as available" basisJ how the bodies listed in the document prepared hy
the secretariat had been chosenJ how the duration of sessions was established; and
the opera~ion of overprogramming.

17. In reply, the Secretariat explained that a "waiting list" was maintained by
the Department of Conference Services of bodies wishing to meet if interpretation
services should become available. If the services freed by the cancellation of a
scheduled meeting were suitE!d to the needs of a body on the waiting list and if
there was time enough to notify the members of that body of the availability of
services so that it was able to meet, then there was no wastage of those services.
It was stressed that as much notice ae possible should be given of such
cancellations.

18. The bodies listed in document A/AC.l72/88/Add.5 were those that had been
meeting regUlarly and consistently on a sessional basis in New York, Geneva and
Vienna since 1980 or 1981. Since it was considerea helpful to the Committee to
compile statistics in as much depth as possitle in order to measure trends
extending over a number of yt!drs, only bodies meeting, in effect, on a permanent
and regular basis were selected. Thus, bodies meeting "as required" or "if
rf>quired", special conferences and their preparatory organs and short-lived bodies
existing only for two or three years had been excluded.

19. The Chairman recalled that the duration of the sessions of subsidiary bodies
of the General Assembly, like all meeting entitlements, was established by the
Assembly itself.

20. The Secretariat explained further that the administration of the meetinqs
programme was closely linked with the practice of overproqramming, or
underrecruitment of temporary-assistance freelance interpreters. The permanent
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establishm£nt of interpreters at United Nations Headquarters, for in8t~nce, could
service a fixed number of meetings in any given week. If the number of meetings
scheduled to t,tke place in any future wOtek exceeded that fixed number, it was
necessa ry to reer,' i t tempon ry-asaistance freelance conference-servici ng staff,
particularly interpreters.

21. However, since tlle Secretar iat was aware fran experience and statistical
evidence that a certain number of cancellations was likely to take place, the hasis
on which temporary-ass istant'.;l staff was recr ui ted was not the gross number of
meatings scheduled to take place, but the number of meetings considered likely to
take place after cancellations. Ov~rprogramm1ng was practised in accordance with
paragraph 9 of section I of resolution 40/243, which authorized the
Secretary-General to apply maximum overprogramming of meetings whenever p08sihle to
a~hieve better utilization of conference resources.

22. The Secretariat also stressed, in response to questions, that the strictly
statistical approach employed had meant that certain factors had been exclurled from
consideration. For instance, no attempt had been made to take into account the
different informal working methods of bodies, or the relative difficulty of
implementing their mandates. Nor was the utilization factor weighted to take into
account the length of the session of the bodies concerned.

23. Or.e delegation, on the basis of its detailed analysis of the statistics
presented, stated that more than 30 per cent of the conference-servicing resources
available to the bodies listed that had met in New York in 1986 had not neen used,
at an estimated cost of nearly $400 ,0uO. Tl'lat delegation proposed that the
Secretariat investigate ways of establishing a computer data base to enable a more
thorough and detailed analysis of the prohlem.

24. Other delegations, noting an ov~rdll improvement in utilization over the past
few years, stated that there Wal1i 1"'0 room for canplacency and constant monitoring
was reqUired. A number of speakers agreed that the General Assembly should take
meetings statistics of that kind into account when assessing the level of
conference services required by its subsidiary booies or by special conferences,
and it was propoAed that statements of programme budget implications accompanying
any request by a body for conference resources should contain statistics showing
the utilizatior. of its conference ,esources over the past five years, and that that
information should al~o be presented in the proposed programme hudget.

25. Another delegatlon, stating that the time had come to make further
improvements, proposed that the Committee should recommend to the Gen~ral Asnemhly
that it instruct its Aubsidiary bodie~ to refrain from making specific suqgeRtionn
for the timing and duration of their sessionsJ that the Secretary-General ~hould

take into account the utilization factor of bodies when drawinq up the nraft
calendar of conferencesJ ann thal t:he Chairman should approach certain bodies with
a Vlew to reducing the duration of their sessions over a number of years.

26. One speaker, agreeing that computer analysis of the problem woulrl he helpfUl,
pointed out that, while the services freed by the cancellation of meetingr. could be
real:signed, time lost through the late starting and early encHnq of meetlnqs could
not, and reTJresented a net loss. He proposed th'.. t the Chalrman of the Committee on
Conferences should continue his informal contacts with the officers of ot.hl'r bodle~

tt. encouraqt.' them to improve their utiJ izatlon of services. Information UIl the
utilization of conference-servlci.ng resources hy United Nations bodiPH l\ho\lld alsu
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be drawn to the attention of th~ General Assembly as part of the move to strenqthen
the Committee on Conferences.

27. Conference-servicing resources represented a rare commodity and should not be
waAted, continued the opeaker. Those bodies whose sessions had been curtailed by
decision 40/472 had not bee." hampered in their work hy that curta ilment, indeed,
they seemed to have made better use of their resources than in previous .ears.

28. Another delegation observed that an absolute ma;ority of bodies surveyed had
showed a significant improvement in their utilization of resources. The indicators
were therefore positive and encOuraging, and the Committee on Conferences should
continue its work as it had in the past.

29. However, delegations considered that the utilization factor alone should not
be the sole basis for the Committee's action. There were many reasons why some
hodies had a higher utilization factor than others. Furth~r information should be
sought in close co-operation with the bodies concerned. Coercive methods to
curtail the sessionA of other· bodies were unacceptabla.

30. S~bsequently, the Chairman nc~inated the Vice-Chairman, the representative of
Sri Lanka, to direct informal consul~~tions in an open-ended working qroup and t~

report on the working group's conclusions and recommendations for aclion. At the
255th meeting of the Committee, on 24 March 1987, the Vice-Chairman reported that
the working group had reached the following conclusions:

(a) The Chairman of the Committee on Conferences should again write to the
chairmen of those bodi~s not considered to have made adequate use of the conference
resources made available ~o them,

(b) The letter at","" A express the concern felt by the Committee at the
failure of United N.~tionr.; organs to uti lize adequately the se'l'vices mane available
to them,

(c) The letter should recall eXistinq General Assembly resolutions on the
effective and efficient utilization of conferer..;:e-servicing resources ann enumerate
the pra~tical meu~urcs proposed in the past to reduce the wastage of those servicesJ

(d) The letter should be accompanied by a copy of the report before the
Committee (A/AC.l72/8R/Add.5) J

\e) The letter should state that some delegations members of the Committee
considered that that report, while technically valuable, necessarily omitted the
political and other considerations that were often a major cause of failure to use
services adequa~4lYJ

(f) The Committee should conclude its consineration of the prespnt itpm at
its August series of meetings on the basis of the fullest possible information,
with a view to making an appropriate recommendation to the General Assembly at it
forty-second sessionJ

(g) In order ~o assist the Committee in ,aking into account all possible
1•.-lews, the bod ies contacted should reply to the Cha i rma;, of the Commi ttee on
Conferences, explaining their failure to make adequate use of the confp.rence
resour~es made av~ilable to them.
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31. Accordingly, the Chairman wrote to the following organs,

(al Ad Ho~ Committee on the Indian Ocean.

(b) Legal SUb-Committee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.

(cl Scientific and Technical Rub-Committoe of the Committee on the Peaceful
UB~8 of fruter Spacel

(d) Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference,

(el Special Committee on Enhancing the Effectiveness of the Principle of
Non-Use of Force in International Relatio. o'

(f) Comm~ttee on Information,

(gl Disarmament Commi~~ion.

(hl Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on the
strengthening of the Role of the Organization,

(il Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human
Riqht6 of the Population of the OCcupied Territories,

(jl Committee on Contrihutions.

32. At it~ 261st ~eeting, on 24 August 1987, the Committee examined document
A/AC.l72/96/Add.4, which contained replies received from the chairmen of some of
the bodies listed above.

33. A number of speakers took the view that the response to the Chairman's letter
had heen favourahle, and showed that other United Nations organs were aware of the
importance of optimum utilization of c0nference-servicing resources. Some
d~legations declared themselves satisfied with the replies received. Delegations
also pointed out that the size of bodies and the complexity of the work entrusted
to them should be tdk~n into account in aSgessinq how well they used the conference
resourc~s made availahlp lo them. The practice followed by some organs of reaching
decisiona by consensus also reuuired a great deal of time, said Borne speakers.
Ot.hers, however, remarkPd that gome hodies that worked hy consensus made very good
unp of their re~ourcen.

34. One delegation proposed that in future United Nations organs should be asked
:n advance to specify in as mu~h detail aB possihle how many meetings with
conference RPrvice~ they werp likely to use in their forthcoming Ression. In a
session of two \0"" kg' duriltion, an orqan would normally hold 20 meetings, that is,
one pact! morllillll .,lll! Otll' p<.lch C1ftl'rr.:'on over la working days. However, if the
or:Jiln could F-tatf:' in a,lvtlncf-> that ill that: same two-week duration it would require
only 12 or 1, mf'ptinqs ;nstp.arl of 20, then arrangements could be made to reallocate
thp nervicpf, thun frepd to nthpf horlies wiRhinc., to meet during the same period.

35. Another Splldkpr, n,'c:a11 ing pfopoflals
item, ohservPrl that a great c1eill of money
undpruti 117.<ltion of \'ollfprpncf' rCHOllrces.
l"l{)dil':; hl thp Il'ttl'l 1""11\ till' C!l.llrm;\r1 (It

made durinq an ~lrlier discussion of
was still heing wasted hy

The replies from chairmen of other
ttw cOffiffii t.tee on Conferences mer i ted

the
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careful study, but not all were entirely convincing. That Jelegation proposed that
the Secretariat should automatically adjust the durati~n of the sessions of certain
Oodies on the basis of their past utilization of conference-servicing resources.
Other speakers, agreeing, stated that the Committee on Conferences should maintain
its efforts to ensure th. optimum utilization ot resources. The Committee 8houl~

recommend that underutilization of resources by certain bodies should be taken lnto
account when planning the draft calendar of conferences with a view to reducing the
duration of those bodAee' sessions. That approach should be applied partiCularlY
with respect to bodies whose uti~ization of services had remained relatlvely
inefficient or ~ad deteriorated.

36. Some delegations voiced disagreement with that approach, nowever. One sp~aker

stated that all intergovernmentCll bodies were important, and it was not tiH'! tc:u:k of
either the Committee on Conferences or the Secretariat to decide which were more
important than others. That would contradict the spirit of the Charter.
Overprogramming and the reallocation of services freed by the cancellation of
scheduled meetin1s to other bodies wishing to use them were tools that the
Secretariat used to promote the rational use of conference resources. Bodies could
be asked to estimate how many meetings they might require, but the decision could
not be made for them, the question of how much time a body might requi re to per form
its work could be answered by that body alone.

37. Another participant, agreeing, stated that bodies and their mandates differ~d

widely, and no subsidiary bOdy could tell another how to do its work. '1'hat
representative strongly objected to the idea of reducing the resources allocatvrl to
a bony because it might not have made full use of its reBourceR in the past. The
uncterut i 11 za tion was ofter. due to factors beyond the control of the body itsel f.

38. The prospect of automatic reductions in duration raised doubts, said another
rlelegation. Although an adjustment was required in the case of some bodies, it
should be done on the basis of conSUltation, and should not be imposed as a
draconian measure.

1l). The Commi ttee noted that there had been sonle impr.ovem~ c in the uti 1 i za t ion of
conference resources by subsidiary bodies and that the action taken by the
Committee on Conferences, ~nd the letters sent by its chairmen to officers of othpr
organs appeared to have served their purpose. However, there remained caRes where
llnited Nations organs continued to fail to make optimum use of the conferp.nce
resourcE'S placed at their disposal. The Committee, bearing in mind the tact that
the duration of a body's session did not necessarily corrpspond with the number 01
meptlnqs it might require to p~rform its work, agr.eed to recommend to tl1~ (lf1neral
I\ssembly that United Nattor,s bodies should in future he requeaterl to indicate with
qrPiltE'r precision the c1ctual number of meetings with conference servicNl that they
wwld require in their coming sessions.

C. Pattern of future meetings of the Advi8or1-Boar~

on Diss nnament Studies

40. In compliance with paragraph 5 of resolution 41/177 A, the Committe.· at it~;

/b4th meeting, on 25 August 1987, took up the Question of the future ffif'ptinqn
pattern of the Advisory Board on Disarmament Studies. The Committf'fl harl lwforf' it
t·wn reports of the secretariat on that question (A/AC.172/114 anrl A/I\C.172/120).
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41. The Chairman reca11e~ that, at its 1986 session, the Committee had decided to
recommend to the Assembly that the Advisory Board meet in September 1981 during the
session of the Assembly, but tnat the situation r.hould be reViewed during 1987 in
the 11 qht of thp prevail i ng ci l'cumstances. The ci rcumstances had not in fact
changed, and the Advisory Board would need to meet in September 1988, during the
forty-third Bession of the General Assembly, and again not in keeping with the
resolution prohibiting meetings of subsidiary organs during the session. The
~easons for the request, which related to the timing of the budgetary process of
the United Nations Institute for Dlsarmament Research, and the involvement in that
process of t~e Advisory Board in its capacity as the Board of Trustees of the
Institute, also tem3ined unchanged.

42. The Commlttte ~gre8d to convey to the Advisory Board its regret that the Board
had not been abl~ to discuss its meeting pattern at its sixteenth sesAion in
April 1987 and was not t~erefore in a pv8i~ion to propose a solution to the
proh1em. The Co~~ittee cecided to take no further action at the poesent time.

D. Conference services provided to United Nations org~
and programmes not funded by the regular budget of
the Orcaanization

43. At its 1986 substantive session, the Committee on Conferences had requested
the Secretarlat to prepare, in time for consideration at its 1987 se8sion, a
comparative study of the conference-servicing resources and the determination of
the related costs thereof that were providod to United Nations organizations and
programmes not funrted by the regular bUdget of the Organization, such eA the United
N~tions Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF),
the Office of the Unlted Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the
Unitpn Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR).

44. That report, contalned in document A/AC.172/121, was discuAsed by the
Comllllttep at its 26]st meeting, on 24 Auguflt 1987.

4~. statIng itR Vlew that no other services were provided free ot charge hy the
United Nations to organs and programmes not funded from the regular budget of th~

orqan i za tion, one delegation proposed that the Secretary-General should en ter inr.o
rliscu9sions with the bodies concerned with a view to securing reimhur6ement for the
conference service~ prOVided to them, and that a report on the matter be placed
b~f()re the Commi t tpe on Conferences at 1 ts 1988 session.

46. Another member, supporting the proposal, expressed the view that there should
h~ full accountahillty of funds devoted to such services, and greater transparency
in tht'ir presentation. A third speaker agreed that control should he exerciRed
ovpr thf> provi Rion of conference sprvicP9.

47. Hnwpver, other RpeakPrs believed that such action, owing to it~ hudqetary
Ililtllrp, would he beyond the canpetence of the Committee on Conferences. The
:.chffiulinq ot t.he Illeet\ngs of the hodies concerned, on the other hand, wa~ '" proppr
ol,·j"ct for thp at.tf'nUon of t.hf.> Cotmlittee, as was the use they made of the
("()llfprl!llct' rp1;(1lIrCf'S allocatE'd to them.

41l. Another spealter pointE'd out that Aomet1mea meetings of bodies ar,d programmes,
which the trnited NatIons serviced free of charge, clashed with schpouled meetingR



of United Nations bodies. He recalled that the 1987 session of the Trusteeship
Council had been curtailed by one week because of the financiai crisis, while the
session of the Governing Council of UNDP, which was taking place at the same time,
had not been affected.

49. The Committee noted the information concerning conference services and the
cost thereof provided to bodies and programmes not funded from the regular budget
of the Organization. It further noted that many of their meetings took place at
very busy times of the year. The Committee considered it possible that those
meetings had an impact on the programme of meetinqa of Ruhsidiary bodies that were
funded from the regular bUdget of the United Nations, and f91t it might be useful
for the General Assembly to be informed at some point in the future of the rate at
which those bodies and programmes utilized the conference resources made available
to them.

E. Special conferencea of the United :~ations: implementation
of General Assembly resolution 40/243, section I,
paragraph 10 (h) and (i)

50. At its 1986 substantive session, the Committee requested the Secretariat to
devise a mechanism to assist in the impl~mentation of the above-mentioned
provisions of resolution 40/243, section I, which state that,

"(h) No more than one special conference of the United Nations shall be
convened at the same time,

"(1) In any given year, no more than five special conferences should ve
convened, unless the General Assembly specifically decides otherwine".

~l. At the 254th mee~ing of the Committee, on 23 March 1987, the Secretariat made
an oral report on the matter, explaining that no official definition of the ten,
"special conferences" had ever been agreed upon, but that the Secretariat
maintained an unofficial li~t of major conference-servicing events schedu1p.d to
take pla(~e in the future. Between 1978 and 1986, the number of such even .. s
authorized by the General Assembly had ranged frcm four to nine in anyone year.
In all cases, in accordance with established procedures, they had been reported to
the Committee on COnferences in the context of its approval of the draft calenJar
of conferences {or the coming biennium.

52. One delegation, Bupporteo by another, then ~uggested that the Committee make
use of the Secretariat's informal 1ist to advi Be the Assembly when the number of
special conferences scheduled tv take place in a ~iven year in the future appeared
to exceed the criteria laid down in resolution 40/243, section I, paragraph 10 (h)
and (i) •

,3. In oppooing that suggestion, two other speakers agreed that the General
Assembly was the master of its own procedures and had the right to schedule special
conferences as it wished. It was not for the Committee on Conferencps to tell the
ASGembly what to do.

54. In response to a question, the Secretariat stated that the General Assembly at
its forty-first session had not authorized any special confer~ncps in excess of th~

criteria laid down in r~solution 40/243.
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55. At the 256th meeting, on thv proposal of the Chairman, the Committee agreed
that the matter could be de-lt with under the provisions of paragraph 6 of
~esolution 35/10 A, by which all proposals affecting the schedule of oonference.
and meetings made at sessions of the Assembly should be reviewed by the Committee
when administrative (~r programme bUdgetary) implioations were being oonsidered.
In accordance with the 9uidelines for the implementation of that re.olution laid
down by the Committee on Conferences at the thirty-ninth session, 1/ partioular
attention would be paid when such proposals involved exoeptions to General Assembly
resolutions. In other words, any proposal made during a future session of the
Assembly to schedule an additional special oonferenoe in a year in whioh five
special conferences were already scheduled to take plaue would be brought to the
attention of the Committee. The Committee would then be invited to draw to the
attention of the Assembly the need for a departure from resolul~on 40/243,
section I, paragraph 10 (h) and (i).

F. Meetings ~attern of tho International Civil Service Commission,
letter from the ~~airman of the OO~~ission

56. The Committee based its discussion of the item on a report of the Secretariat
c~ntained in document A/AC.172/119, which described the anomaly between resolution
40/243, section I, paragraph 4 (g), and rule 4 of the ~ommis8ion's rules of
procedure, both of whioh relate to the Commission's meeting pattern.

57. One delegate opened the discussion, at the Committee's 2SSth meeting on
24 March 1987, by stating that the Chairm~n of the Commission, in his letter to the
Chairman of th~ Committee on Conferences on that subject, appeared to argue that
the General Assembly, in approving resolution 40/243, had been unaware of the
Commission's rules of procedure. That was not the case. His deleg~tion had token
an active part in the consultations leading to the formulation of that resolution,
and all relevant factors had been taken into account. The Genelal Assembly, in his
view, had chosen to limit the freedom of the COmmisRion to choose the location of
its session. one annual session, indaed, was suffic~ent. The Commission should be
advised to canply strictly wi th ~'esolut1on 40/243.

58. The same delegation aakea whether the Commission had ever in fact surveyed
conditions of service while holding a session outside New York, and what, if any,
were the positive results. The delegation aleo stated that the invitations
extended to the Commission by participating organizations involved no expenditure
on the part of those organizations, a~d suggeste~ that inviting organizations, like
Governments issuing invitations for meetings to be held on their territory, 8houl~

be obliged to pay th~ actual additional costs involved in holding the meeting away
frorn the Commission's established headquart~rs.

59. Another participant pointed out that the Chairman of the Commission, rather
than seeking a change in resolution 40/24l to bring it into line with the
Commission's rules of procedure, could have aought to change the rules instead.
His delegation favoured the status quo for iegal, practical and budgp.tary reasons.

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-ninth Session,
Supplenlent No. 32 (A/39/32), chap. VII.
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60. Replying to the points made, the Secretariat stated that the Commission,
dur,ng its visit to the uniled Nations Office at Geneva in 1982, had dealt with
salary probl ems concerning 10ca11 y recruited staff and post adjustment quel.tions
aff~ting Professional staff at Geneva for which direct contacts with staff
concerned rathel' than wi th their representatives had been invaluable to the
Commission in finding solutions to those questions, which included a problem of
discrimination in the remuneration of men and women in the same jobs. Moreover, 8S
the largest concentration of staff of United Nations system orqanizations was at
Geneva, the best and most economical means of meeting Geneva staft members had been
to use the facilities of the United Nations Office at Geneva.

61. The secretariat pointed out in addition that 60 per cent of the Commission's
bUdget was provided by the other organizations in the common system, which had made
it quite clear that they wanted the Commission to meet not only at United Nations
Headquarters, but also away fram New York at their offices, and would react with
dismay to any attempt by the United Nations to restrict the Commission's ability to
do so. The travel costs of the members of the Commission di~ not vary greatly
according to its meeting place because the members came from all over the world.
Any extra expenditure under the Commission's budget caused by travel of staff of
the Commission's secretariat to its sessions held in Europe were offset hy ~avings

on staff travel costs to the bUdgets of other organizations, since staff tram other
common system organizations attended the Commission's sessions. Moreover, such
savings were overall savings to Member States, which contributed not only to the
United Nations budget, but also to the hudgets of the other organizations.

62. A number of delegations pointed out that. the same States members participated
in other organs of the United Nations common system as in the General Assembly.
There was therefore no basis for the assumption that the governing bodies of other
organs in the system would reach conclusions different from those reached by the
Assembly.

61. One delegation objected to the parallel drawn in the report (A/AC.l72/ll9,
para. 9) between the International Civil Service Commission and ~he regioTllll
commissions, whose meet~ng pattern was also governed by paragra~h 4 of resolution
40/243, section I. No such parallel existed, and the two could not be compared, he
said. The speaker also wondered why discussions of salary aueotiona required the
physical presence of the Commission.

64. Agreeing, another delegatior pointed out that the Chairman and the F.xecutiv~

Secretary of the Commi~s10n were empowered to travel to different sites in
implementation of the Commission's work programme. Furthermore, the members of the
Commission were drawn from a very wide geographical base and were chrsen for their
experience in the field. That should be enough to enable the Commission to discuclA
such questions without physically going to the site.

65. In his reply, the repr~sentative of the Secretariat stated that the Commission
needed two three-week sessions a year to cover all requirements impo:;ed on it by
the General Assembly and thE' other participatir.;J organizations. One ses9ioll was
normally held in the spring, at the headquarters of a participating organization,
the other in the summer in t-'e\tf York. TI..~S was in accordance with article 23 of the
Commission's statute, which empowered it to meet at least once a year. While
visits to participating organizations by the Chairman and Executive Secretary were
useful, they could not replace contacts between the full Commi~sion and
representatives of organlz~tions and staff. Such contacts on the spot at the
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headauarters of organizations had always proved useful, for example, at the time of
local surveys. Apart from salary surveys, in which context Geneva had been
mentioned, the March 1986 session at Nairobi had provided the Commission with an
opportunity to visit projects of field staff, whose conditions of service varied
from those of their headquarters colleagues. A~ between SO and 60 per cent of
united Nations system st£ff worked away fro~ headquarters and the Commission was
reviewing the conditions of service of field staff, those consultations were very
helpful to the Commission. Moreover, the General Assembly had ~ndorsed the holding
of a session of the Commission at Nairobi in a non-headquarters duty station, tne
first such session after 10 years of the Commission's oper~tion, while approving
the budget for that session.

66. In summing up, the Chairman said the Committee's examinatio~ of the question
hdd fully explored the legal, practical and financial aspects of the matter. In
adopting its resolution 40/243, the General Assembly had been aware of the rules of
procedure of the C~mmission. The Committee on Conferences might not be the best
forum to se~k to reconcile the two.

67. The Chairman noted that the Commission wao now authorized to meet away from
United Nations Headquarters at the headquarters of the participating
t.ganizations. The proposal in the Secretariat's report that the Committee should
recommene to the General Assembly that "the International Civil S~rvice Commission
shall hold its sessions at the Headquarters of. the United Nations, unless it
decides that a particular session should be held away from United Nations
Headquarters at the invitation of one of the participating organizations" had not
found unanimous support in the Committee, and the Committee could therefore not
make such a recommendation to the Assembly. However, the Commission had in the
past met away from the headquarters of its participating organizations, and could
request the ~ssembly for authorization to do so again in the future should the need
arise.

G. Inter-sessional departures fram the approved calendar
of conferences and meetings for 1987

68. As in 1986, no requests for additio~G to or changes in the approved calendar
of conferenceR and meetings for 1987 that involved financial iMplic~tions were
suhmitted to the Committee during the year.
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(w nE:NRRAl, ASSEMBLY Rl!~:WIrU'rIONS 41/1'/''/ 1\ flNI) 41nl \

69. The General Assembly, in paragraph 3 of its re!-lOlution 41/111 B (\1
l) December 1986, requested the Commi ttee on Conferences to consider, as Q mat tf'J' l,f

priority, the possibility of changing its terms of reference and becoming a
perman~nt body and to submit recommenJati0ns thereon to the General Assembly at it~;

forty-second session.

70. By its resolution 41/213, section I, of 19 December 1986, the Ar;sf'mbJ.v (\f>ciclf>(1

" ••• that the recommendations as agff~ed upon and as contained in the report of the
Group of High-level Intergovernmental Experts to Review the gff iciency of the
Administrative and Financial Functioning of the United Nations Bhould be
implemented by the Secretary-General and the relevant organs and ~)die8 of the
United Nations in the light of the Hndii"lgs of the Fifth Commi ttee" and subiect t,(\

further considerations listed in the lesolution that pert,ain to f3pP('ifi(~

recommendations of the Group.

71. Recommendt.':t1on 1 of the Group of High-level Intergovernmental ExpertEl to
Review the Efficiency of the Adminis t ra tiv~ and Fi nancia 1 Funct ion i ng of thp IIn i tf'd
Nations relates directly to the CommHt~e on Conferences, and recommelldatH.>n 2 d()~·~·;

so in part.

72. At its 256-260th meetings, fran 24 to 27 March 1987, the Committee t'oncidl'r~c1

a document prepared by the Secretariat diacussing the pORAiblp. implications of
changing the Committee's mandate and m;)kinq it. a PE~rmanf>nt intfH<lOVerllOlpnlal !JCldy,
and containing rec')mmendationa for the COMii\lttee's consideration (see A/AC.in/UtI)

73. The Committee resumed consideraUon of the mat,ter at its second scrip!; of
substantive meetings, from 24 August to ~ f,eptemher 1987. At hoth r;(-!ssinn::, t:hp
Committee undertook an extensive ann c'lf'tailed stUdy of every i:lspe<'t nf the qllf-!Btitw
of the status of the Committee and i tli present and tuture terms of 1'1;.·1 ere/we •
During the course of these discussion6, which took place hoth on tlw formal and
informal levels, a number of working papers wer.e issued in an p[fort tt· rf~ach

agreement on proposed revision~ to the Committee's manoilte.

74. f'ollowing intens ive con~wl tat iOIiA, tr.· Commi ttee reachP<'l agrl'ement at ' tH
271st meeting, on 31 August 1987, on the following paraqraphs:

"The General Assembly

"Decides that the Committee on Conferenceo shou1rl have thf:' fnllowinq
terms of reference:

"(a) To advise the General A~H,embly ClI) clll mutt.ers ph l.dinil1Sj tn the
organ hation of confel'enceA in the IJn Hp.d Na tiO!1S;

"(b) To plan and co-ordi na te cOI.fererlces and meet i ng~ i 11 (~I()~;(~

consultation with the Secretariat and all relevant hodips in thr'
preparalion of the draft calendar, in particular hy st<lqqprlnC1
conferen~PB and meetings throughollt thp. year, ann to avo\d to thl'
maximu'll extent posHihle the overlappinq of mpetitlqR rpliJtf"d to t'hr'

same sector of activity in the flame conferf-ncp lO('iiti()n;
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"(c) In this connection, to present to the General Assembly a draft
calendar of conferences and meetings for the coming year or
biennium, to meet the needs of the United Nations and designed to
ensure the optimum utilizatioll of conference-servicing resources.
With respect to the proposed departures fram the approved calendar
of conferences that have administrative and financial implications,
to act on behalf of the General ~sbembly, in conformity with the
budgetary process in force and with full respect for the mandates of
other bodies,

"(d) To determine the ways and means that might ensure the optimum
utilization of conference facilities and services, including
documentation, and to present appropr ia te recommenda tions to thl!
General Assembly,

"(e) To advise the Gen~ral Ar.sembly on the current and future
requirements of the Organization for conference services, facilities
and documentation,

"(f) To make recommenda Hons as appr opr i" te to the General Assembl y on
means to ensure an improved co-ordination of conferences within the
United Nations system, inclUding conferencp. services and facilitieA,
and to conduct the appropriate consultati0ns in that regard1

"(g) To monitor the implementation of all General Aflsembly resolutions on
the organizatton, servicing and documentation for mRetinga and
conferences,

"(h) To monitor the 01ganlzation's policy on publicationG, with the
assistance of the Publications Board and taking into account
positions adopted by the Committee on Information and other relevant
hodie s,

"(1) To report annually therf><m to the General AssemblYI

"Decides to keep the mandate of the Committee on COnffOrf>nCefl under
review, suhject to any further decision of the General Aesemhly c0ncerning the
budgetary process."

75. One delegation entered a reserv. tion regaroing the above paragraph.

76. The Committee considered various technical questions pertaining to a possible
change in its status, for instance, whether the rnmmittee shOuld become a permanent
subsidiary organ of the General Assembly, or whether it should remain a temporary
one, whether the number of its members shoulct be increased or decreased, or remain
the same, whether the geoqraphical composition of the membership should be
reallocatect among the regional gr~Jpa, or whether it shoulct remain unchanged! and
whether the members of the Committee Ahould continue to be appointed by the
President of the Generiil Assembly in consultation with the regional groups, or
whether they should be elp.cted by the plenary of the ASRembly. However, owing to
la...:k of time, and despite its Bustained efforts, the Committee was not able to
conclude a recommendation aa to its future atatuA.
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11. Members, with the understanding that all questions dealing with the status,
composition and mandate of the Committeo were interrelated, ~greed to recommend to
the General Assembly that it should retain the Committee on Conferences with its
present mambership and mandate for a further year, fram 1 January to
31 December 1988, to continue its consideration of outstanding issues.

78. A number of delegationa entered reservations regarding the above parHgraph.

79. After consultations on the relationship between the Economic and Social
Council and the ComlRittee on Conferences regarding the Council's draft calendar of
conferences, the Committee agreed to recommend to the General Assembly that it
request the Economic and Social Council to consider inviting the Committee on
Conferences to review the COuncil's draft calendar of conferences and to make
comments and recommendations on that draft where appropriate.
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IV. CONTROL AND LIMITATION OF DOCUMENTATION

A. Communications from Member States circulated as dor'uments of
the United Nations

80. The matter had been raised at the Committee's subetantive session in 1986.
'Ihe Committee then agreed, on the proposal of a delegation, that it should take up
the matter 8gain on the basis of 8 report from the Secretariat on the nature and
extent of such communications circulated as United Nations documents, and to report
to the Assembly at its forty-third 6ession (see resolution 41/177 0, para. 7).

81. At its organizational session in January 1987, the Committee decided to take
up the matter in more detail in 1988 after studying a Secretariat report showing
the number of ~uch documents, the number of pages involved, the Member States that
had requested their circulation, the estimated cost and the extent of duplication,
if any.

82. However, at its 26lst meeting, on 24 August 1987, the proposal was made that
the Committee might wish to consider proposing the observ~nce, whenever possible,
of page-limits for such communications frOM Member States, with the alternative,
for example, of cirCUlating a summary of the communication and having the full text
available in its or1ginal language.

83. During subsequent discussion of the matter, one delegation brought to the
attention of the Committee two examples of this practice, which, in his view ann
the view of some other d~legations, represented an abuse of the syst~m, qiven that
the documents in question were, respectively, a p~~tocopy of another report and a
list of signatures. He felt that collective rest,aint was required on the part of
Member States in the submission of such communications for translation and
distribution as documents of the General Assembly and ~ecurity Council.

84. Another speaker, however, recalled that the United Nations was a forum for
discusbion among States, and communications from individual Governments should he
permitted to circulate freely. To limit the right of Rovereign States to make
known their views at the United Nations would run counter to the principles on
which the Organization was founded, he staten. However, to appeal for restraint,
as had been done before, would he a valid step. Another Rpeaker indicated that ln
his view some of the examples mentir.>ned did not necessarily constitute caSCfl of
abuse of the system.

85. The Chairman recalled that the Committee had agreed at its organizational
session in January 1987 to discuss tht! Question of communications from Member
States in 1988 in order to report to the General Assemhly at its forty-third
seaSlon.

D. Reports of suhsidiary organs to thp Gen~ral Assemhly:
campl iance \lIi th the 32-page 1 imi t ~;pt hy Genera 1

Assembly resolution 37/14 C

86. In considering this item, at its 2~4th meeting, on 23 March 1987, the
Committee han before it a relxnt fran the f,ecretariat conta :'0 in document
A/AC.172/1l7 on the extent to which the 32-paqe llmIt for l'eportn of slIhRidiary
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organs set by resolution 37/14 C had been impleme~lted. The document listed the
relevant supplements to the Official Records of the General Assembly, showing the
page length of each between 1978 and 1986. The report showed that the total volume
of pages for the supplements concerned had faller fram 4,209 pages to 2,323 during
that period.

87. In introducing the report, the Secretariat stated that reports of sUbsidiary
organs represented some 20 per cent of General As~embly documentation. It was
still the case, as etuted in p.uagraph 3 of document A/AC.172/117, that "although
reports longer than 32 pages were still being submitted to the General ASRembly,
this was often necessary becaube of the nature of the work of some hodies; hut •..
the existence of a trend towards closer adherence to the 32-page limit could be
discerned" •

88. The Secretariat played an active role in promoting the implementation of the
32-page rule by discussing with substantive Secretariat officials who aRRisten
rapporteurs in their work ways 1n which their d~aft reports could be shorten~d

without prejudice to their substantive conte~t.

89. In the discussions that f(llowed, one speaker advocated a 24- or 28-page limit
for reports of subsidiary organs instead of the present 32-page limit; another,
citir~ the capacity of the printing machines, proposed, sllding scale of 16-, 12-,
48- or 64-page reports Cocc\.ndi ng to the wurk of the he " concerned. In gener al ,
the trend towards the lowering of th~ overall volumn. of reports was welc~med, nut
delegations stressed the rlf' ~d to avoid complacency. Many individual reports had
not grown shorter, it was stressed, and some had grown lonqer. It was pointed out
also, by the Chairman and others, that some bodies, owing to the nature of their
work, could not expect to produce a report of only 32 pages in length.

90. The balance between economy and convenience was also hrought to light dllring
the debate. The Secretariat, in response to a auestion fran a (~elegation, stater!
that it would be more convenient for delegations for a report to reproduce all the
inform~tion relevant to its considp.ration, such as agendas and the content of
reports that had been discussed by the body concernetj. However, the guidel inf's for
the drafting of reports as set forth in resolutions 34/50 of 23 tlovemher 1979 anr!
37/14 C specified that information contained in one document should not normally he
reproduced in another.

91. One delegation drew attention to the practice of uSing small print for thp
fascicles of th~ proposed programme budget. He stated thnt that resulterl in un
estimated savings of $35,000, ~nd wondered whether that economy was worth the
inconvenience caused to delegations because of the small print, which marl~

documents harder to read.

92. 'I'he Secretariat replied that some specialized aqenCip.l~ llSf'd photo-rf>dllction to
reduce the number of physical pages in their nncument!'>, hur thal f../rocef;f; did
nothing to redL.ce the cost of translatIon, revision anrl typinq, whic~ rf'prPf:,>nh·d
the hulk of the cost of documentation. The text of the hurlget fasciclf's :ldd hf'l'n
reducer! because the charts shown in the fasci-:les were too larqe to fIt on il

normal-sized page.

93. 'rhe Comm" :tee del,ided to request the Chairman to maintain his contact." with
those bodieb whose reports exceeded 32 pages in length, with a vif'W to promotinq
greater concision without preiudi-:inq the report~;' pssf>rltial contpnt; t"O inclllr!f' In
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the report of the Committee on Conferences to the Assembly at its forty-second
session a graph showing the overall reduction in the volume of reports since 1978
(see annex I); and to resume consideration of the specific proposals made during
the debate at a future session.

c. Implementation of General Assembly resolution 41/177 D:
provision of written meeting records to United Nations
organs and pr21rammes

94. At its 264t:h meeting, on 25 August 1987, the Committee considered a
Secretariat report (A/AC.l72/l22) concerning the provision of written meeting
records to Uoited Nations organs and programmes.

95. By its resolution 41/177 D, the General Assembly had invited governing bodies
of United Nations organs and progranmes, namely, UNITAR, the Executive Board of
UNICEF, the Executive ComJIlittee of the Programme of UNHCR and the Governing Council
of UNDP, to reconsider their need for summary records.

96. By the same resolution, the Military Staff Committee was also invited to
consider dispensing with verbatim records.

97. The Secretariat report contained the responses of those organs that had
considered the General Assembly's invitation to dispense with records.

98. Speakers welcomed the decision of the Board of Trustees of UNI'l'AR to accept
the invitation to dispense with summary records at its future sessionss. SOme,
however, regretted that the gOverning bodies of UNICEF and UNDP had not decided to
dispense with records, and one delegation felt that if those bodies were charged
for the conference services they received they might reconsider their
requ irements. Another speaker, concerned at the reaction by some organs to the
General Assembly's invitation, suggested that the matter be referred to the Fifth
Commi ttee, whose views on the use of conference services by bodies not funded from
the regular bUdget of the Organization should be sought.

99. The Committee welcomed the decision of the Board of Trustees of UNITAR to
dispense with written meeting records in future, and expressed the hope that the
other organs invited to dispense with records would keep their requirements under
constant review.
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V. REPOR'l' O{<. '1'1l~ JO 1N'l' I NB PI!:C'l'ION lJN 1'1' ON 'l'm~ MANAG1':MJt:N'l' (W
IN'l'EHPRI';'l'A'l'ION SERVH'~H IN 'l'lI~ llNT'l'l':D NA'l'IONH 8YS'l'EM

100. At its 263rd and 264th meetings, 011 2, AUqUBt 1987, the Conmlitlfle di3cum~ed

the Joint Inspection Unit report on the management of interpretation AervicAs in
the United Nations Rystem, the related comments of the Hecretary-General and Cl

Secretariat report on the appl ication of co,nputEH technoloqy te the manaqement of
the interpretation oervice and the meetings programme (A/4l/()4B, 1\/42/1,\5 and
A/AC.172/123) •

101. Some deleglltions took the view that the Unit's report w,w valicl and timely,
and the Committee should endorse it. 'l'he report's oba~~'!ationp and recommendations
regarding the adju~tment of conference calendar!'.> were particular ly valuablp.. 'l'he
Secretariat report on the l1ppl ication of canputer technology to the mana'1emf~nt of
interpretation services W~9 also very holpful, though carp should he t&ken in the
selection of th6 necessary equipment. 'rhe situation should be revie.... ·d two year .•
from now.

102. Another memher, agreeing, remarked that the manaqement of conferEnce sf~rvices

was a field in which computers could unetully be put. t.o work, but 9tre!H'l(,~c1 that
careful study of the eqlli~ent and ~mt:tware WllB required heforl-.·band.

103. Mother deJegation SIX>ke in Elu~port of all the LJnlt'~ recommenrlatiorHi, Clnd of
the data i led measures proposed to promote gr ea tar E'f fic iency in tlw pr ov i 1'\ ion anci
utilization of conference selvices.

104. Other speakers, however, critici.zed the InElpector!:l' report. Ont~ deleqation
found it of questionable quality and badly presented. The aim ot the
recc)lnmendati()na seemed to be snlp-Iy to make DuvingfJ, hut that Ahould not be the
sola ohjective of the Unit. Another speaker, agrep.ing that. the repor: wag
unsatisfactory, £H1Ld tht;.> InSpt!ctorB should not have made recolTlmendations that could
dronage the work done by important United Nations bodi(Hl.

105. Proceeding towardB a l'Oorp del.tiled eXatnlnatlC)n of the Inoppctorg'
recommendations, a numbN of delegation1:l remark~)(j t.hat lTlany had f,dthnr already been
implemented or did not lie within thl' c()rnp.~tencf:' of the Committep. Oil Conf'erencPH or
were unacceptahlf], One delc~gl.lt:ion, however, strnnqly HuppcJrtpci a recommenrlatiorJ
airnt:!d at overcoming long-standing RctH!CJulinq confllctH ilmnnq mtt'jor conferencp
actiVities, parti.cularly in the .J1I1l(~ ilnd Septt~mber--Novl!rnherperiod::;. A
recommendat.lon cal.11ng on ttw Committfw on ('onl't~rt-'ncf·g to pllln the numlwr of
meetings for each United Nations organ (~qual to itB actual i1veraqe of mf,ptlllqn hpld
during \:he past two or thrN.' yeiH!;, hOW(~Vf'r, WiH; Ur1dccpptilblp in thr~ vipw of il

number of BpN~kl'!rs.

106. In general, the Comn\ltt~l~ found thi.ll tht! rf>port Wi.W oJ intf-'rf'st, and t.hat. it
contained much thdt. wc.w familiar. MLtllyof It.!; rt!cnmlllf!ndat.ions coincid(~d with
Generi.il Allsembly I'N10lut.ionc qovprninq t.hp f,-.fficifHlt and f:'f:fpctivp pr<wLRlon and
utilization of conten,'nce IH!rvicf.'fi, WhICh th(·~ Commlthlf~ could only Hllppnrt.. ()tlH~r

mattf~rs touched upon by the Innppclor!·;, he",",f'vpr, WPI'f.· out.nidl' tlH~ Cnmmit.tf''''s
pn!sent terms of rf.ferencf:>, dnd ottwrt-; :;llll WE:'rf' c()nt.rov,~rsii.tl. In vipw ot thf~

interest rlisplayf'd by many df'lf~giJtion£; in thf' potentiill llf;(~ of complltpr (lfWlstanCf'
in the managempnt of: thf' mef'tings prnqramlTlf' ilne! th .. intt~rprr·tilt.ion !\('rvic"', thf'
C()mmittf!f~ agreed to rr·turn to that qllt'nt:ion at; <l futllrp tirn'~ •
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VI. Rf..:vn:w OF TIlE MEDIUM-TERM PLAN FOR THE PERIOD 1990-19951
CONIo'ElmNCE ANO I,IBRARY HE:RVlCES

107. At its 264th meeting, on 25 August 1987, the Committee commenced considerotion
()f the draft medium··t.erm plan f')r conference and library services as submitted by
the Depar tment ot Cnnference ~~e rv ices.

lOb. 'rhe Committee was informed that the rlraft was provisional, and that further
revisions might need to be made. The draft medium-term plan for the Organization
to be submitted by the Secrt"t.ary··General to the Committee for Programme and
Co-ordination for eventual approval by the General Assembly would take into account
any comments made by t.he Committee on ConferenCp.D.

104. One delegation, Clhnerving that the introduction to the draft plan painted a
I"l.Ither futllristic picture, Questi()O(~ one of the major <tssumptions on which it was
based, namely, that it would bn expected th~t the staffing reauired for
conference-flfHviclIHl M.:tlVitlE:'£l would reflect the rt!structured work-load. In that
delegation's opinlon, the wording of this asYumption could give the impression that
there would he an automatic reduction in t~e staft, whereas the current level of
Ruch staff was not necessarily adapted to rtlquirements. Accordingly, in order to
ansess the numher of i nte rpretaHon ntaff r~qui red / 1I flex ihle approach should be
adopted.

110. Another speaker, alBo making prelimin~ry comments, cautioned against the
unplanned acquiAitlon of computers that might turn out to be incompatible with
existing eqUipment, or whose us~ would lead to inefficiency or even an increase in
Ataff. rndeen, the major c'Hlsumptions underlying thE! draft plan app~ ~red to place
little emphasis on the Question of stafflng/ he S81d.

111. Proc(·f.'(}inq to rnore detailtHi comment.s, the r.(>e8ker considered that the
ohjectlveR of the f!dilotial services l;ubprogramm~ should lnclude a reference to the
prohlem of commllnicatlOm''l ~~uhmit.l"(>d for translat.ion and circulation as United
Nationr. dOCllmentR by M~'mber States. He went on t.O qUN'ltlon the assumption recorded
in the planning end meetingr. service~. Allhprogrllmme that the number of meetings
regularly taklnq place away fran Nltablished headQuarter8 flhowed no fligns of
diminiBhinq, nnd miqht. continue to increase, thus anrlinq to the planning services
requirt~r1. lip mDdf' furthf'r comment!; on suhprogrammes r~latinq to translation,
reprodu("tiofl, rUhlicl\lion~l, salen IInd ttH.~ nag Hammarf1kiold Lihrary, remarking that
the T.lhrary l!~ prpspnt. r'omputer fJY~ltemfl rniqht 00 improveci heforp nl'w programmes were
in t roducp.d •

112. Anoth(~1" rf'prpSf'l)tiltiVt> ff'lt: t.hltt an ilddltional oh1f'ctive of thl' editorial
HerVICPB rohnllln bp tn mppt rlet,dlinps for tht> prOVision of docllmpntl1tion to
intf'rqovprnlllPntil1 hOc!lPH, althouqh hp wan awarp that dtdays COlllrl not always he
ilttribllt('d to th,' (lppilrtmPllt of ('on!l·rl··"ce ~: .. rvlCf\f;. f\ further O\);pctlve should be
to ('mHlrf-' cOmpll;\nCf! wHh Gf'I1f"rill f\[H';pmbly l"P!lo1utions ilnn neC1EllOnB govl'rning the
control ann lllnlt ..,tlon of rlocuml~nt"tlon.

11.3. <lUII'r flpPilkf'!"r-; notN) that thf:' rlr.ltt pLln ltSf'lf hiJd bp~r. iSRUPr! at a very lat..
ntagp., and ff'lt thi\t thpy h.HI Ilot hall tlme to conHlc!er it properly or to ffHmul21te
dP.tili h'e! l:omm•.'nl!; Oil it.

114. 'I'hl' Cllmmlttf>f' thllf; COflcllld ..d it!; prp1iminilrv P)(Chill1qf> of VWWH on the drc'\ft
chilptf'1 1I1 till' 1IlI'dlUm--tl'rm plan rr··l."t inq tp COIlI f'rpne{' "nd library fwrvicpl'l, and
Inokp<! Illl·wilrd tll ('O!)f;I<It'l ill<' " rl'vinf·d Vl'rnlotl 01 thf' pla:l at .'\n app. ·"1riatp timf'.
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VII. O'l'mm BUSINgWi

A. ~estJ:1_~~~£!:..!.«:!~~1_.toj>~!"'!:9.!:~~~}_(!~. n~.ne r..~.! ...1.'~~~_~_~!~l_y
resolution 40/243, Hection I

115. The Commlttee considered at ita 267th and 26Rth meetingb, on 27 August 1981, u
Secretariat report ~ontaining requ~r.t8 from eight burlieR for excepttonA to be made
to paragraph 7 of resolution 40/243, section I, which states that no subsidiary
organ of the General Assembly may meet at United NRtions Headuuarters durinq Il

regUlar session of the 1\ssembl y llnlp.£:1s expl ici tly author izPd y the Assembly.

116. Some delegations noted that many hodies reuuestinq exceptions this year had
also done so in previous years, and for the same reasons. These delegations
requested that more specific information be provided to the Committee on the
reasons for the requests from the Committee on the Exercise of the Inaliendble
Rights of the Palestinian People and fran the Unite(l Nations Council for Namibiet.

117. At the 268th meetinq, the representative of the Division for Palestinian
Rights explained that meetings were necessary during the Assembly session in o~der

to allow the Committee on the Exercise of the Inal ienable Rights of the Palestinit.\1l
People to comply with its mandate to keep under review the situation reldting lo
the question of Palestinp. and to consider draft resolutions to be presented to the
Assembly. It was noted that thE> r.oncerns of the Committee on Conferences on Uw
I.Itil izat ion of conference resou 's would he brought to the a ttention of the
Committee on the ExerciSE> of the Inalienahle Rights of the Palestinian People.

118. A representative of the secretariat of the United Nations Council for NamHllil
explained that as the Arlministerinq Authority for Namibia the Council had a
continuing and unique respon!'libility towards Namibia and it wan the duty of th~

Council to keep under review the situation evolvinq in the territoly.

119. One delegation, supportec't by others, proposed that certain bodies be qrantuci tI

general dispensation to meet clurinq the l\BRembly session, thus avoiding the
necessity of having t<) request an exception to paragraph" of resolution 40/24J,
section I, each year. While some delegations oppos~d this suggestion, others
stated that the propClsal mprited serious study by the Committee :.n the future.

120. The Committee, having cOnflioered thp requp.!'lts, and havlnq received
clarification frolll the Secretariat und a~;SUrtHlCP.fi that there were no admini~1trative

or financial implications involved, dec:idl'd to rf"commend that the General ASta~mbly

grant authorization to thosp bonlf~R to 11I{~f:!t durinq its RP-flSlon. Such IIIPE~t.illlJ!;

would take place only IHI APrvicN\ hpcolllf! anti lubL .... ;lnd on thp ull H~t unll(,'1 !.tanclinq
that the work of t.hp (".,pnf'ld 1 l\:~np.mbly itHPlf' would not' hp illlPhif'rL 'l'tH> ('omlllltt,·,·
intended to take up this mattf'r in /IlU('f:\ rlf!trliJ in the future.

121. At its 272nd meetinq, on ~'Septf!mher 1987, the Committp.e apJ-lrovNi dll()thE~1"

request to meet during thf-~ forty-nccond ~a:.'Bsion. Ttw re(fUe:;t wafl lrel" tt1l'
Tntf"rqovf:~rnIllPntal Group to Monit(ll thf-! Bupply find ~ihipfJillq of Uil dnd 1'(,'1.11;1('11111

IJruductn to ~;()uth T\fricd.



B. Review of the programme performance of the United Nations
for the biennium 1984-1985: Department of Conference
Services-----

122. At its 269th meeting, on 28 ~ugust 1987, the Committee discussed the programme
performance of the Department of C'.orl.c;erence Services, as contained in document
A/41/318/Add.l, section 29 A-E. That discussion took place in accordance with
resolution 41/203 of 11 December 1986, by which the Assembly endorsed the report of
the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination. In paragraph 62 of that report, the
l~tter Committee had recommended that relevant intergovernmental oodies should
review the proqramme performance report.

123. Delegations felt that the report was helpful in setting standards against
which performance could be measured. It appeared that the forecasts of work to be
done hy the Department of COnference Services had been fairly accurate. The
information contained in the report was satisfactory, and showed that a great
volume ot work had been performed by the Department, said one speaker. Another
added that the report was potentially useful in enabling delegations to set
performance standards by which the progress of the Department ot Conference
ServiC~B might be measured and through which an assessment might be made of the
amount of resources made available to the Department.

124. In response to questions, the Secretariat stated that the Conference Services
Division at the United Nations Office at Vienna had been omitted from the report
for 1984-1985 because at that time the Division had been operated by the Unite~

Nations Industrial Development Organization.

125. The Committee agreed to convey the above comments on the report to the
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination.
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VI II. ORGANI:&A'rIONAL MA'l"rERS

A. Terms of ref~rence and membership

126. The C~neral Assembly, by its resolution 32/72 of 9 December 1977, decided to
retain the Committee on Conferences established under its resolution 3351 (XXIX) of
18 December 1974. The Committee's present terms of reference are to be found in
paragraph 3 of resolution 32/72.

127. At its 99th plenary meeting, on 5 December 1986, the General Assembly agreed
to extend the mandate of the Committee on Conferences for a further one-year period
beginning 1 January 1987. Subseauently, the President of the General Assembly
appointed the following 22 states members of the Committee: Algeria, Argentina,
Austria, Bahamas, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Chile, Cyprus, Egypt,
France, German Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, IndonesiA, Japan,
Kenya, Mexico, New Zealand, Senegal, Sri Lanka, Tunisia, Union of Soviet socialist
Republics, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United Stateu
of America.

B. Off icers

128. The Committee elected the fDllowing officers to serve in 1987:

Chairman: Mr. Bernards A. N. Mudho (Kenya)

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. J. D. Ariyaratne (Sri Lanka)
Mr. Fernando Danus (Chile)
Mr. Falk Meltke (German Democratic Repuulic)

Rapporteur: Mr. Valentin Inzko (Austria).

129. Subsequently, at the Committee's 26lst meeting, on 24 August 1987,
Ms. Franziska Friessnigg, the representative of Austria, was elected by acclamation
to the post of Rapporteu r following the departure from the Cornmi ttee of Mr. Inzko,
and served in that capacity during the second series of substantive meetings.

130. At the same meeting, Mr. Jaime Bazan, the representative of Chile, was elected
by aCG1amation as Vice-Chairman of the Committee following the departure from the
Committee of Mr. Danus.

C. Organization of work

131. The Committee agreed to meet as required to tak(' up matters related to the
calendar of conferences ann its implementation, in ~articular the consideration of
inter-sessional departures from the approved calendar. In 1985 and 1986, the
Committee had held a single one-week suhstantive session only in each year in
keeping with its biennial approach to its work. However, In 1987, in view of the
heavy work-load before it and the fact th~t its mandate had been renewed only until
31 December 1987, the Committee decided to resume its former practice of holding
two separate series of meetings, each lasting for onp week. ,~onseauently, the
Corranittee met from 23 to '27 March and from 24 August to 2 September 1987.
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D. Progr~mme of work

132. On the basis of a note by the Secretariat, the Committee discussed its
programme of work fOL 1981 and agreed upon an agenda for its series of substantive
meetings (see A/AC.172/11S and Add.1). The Under-Secretary-General for Conference
Services arid Special Assignments addressed the Committe~ at its organizational
meeting and at its two series of substantive meetings.

133. A list of documents considered by the Committee on Conferances during 1987
apgears in annex 11 to the present report.



IX. WORI< OF 'l'IIE COMMI'l"l'EE DURING THE roRTY··FIRS'l' SESS ION
OF THE GENERAL ASS~tBLY

134. During the forty-first session of the General A~sembly, the Committee met
twice (250th an~ 25lst meetings) to consider information presented to it under
paragraph G of resolution 35/10 A, by which the Assembly requested the Committee to
review proposals affecting the schedule of conferences and meetings made at
sessions of the Assembly when administrative implications were being considered
under rule 153 of the Assembly's rules of procedure. The subject of the meetinqs
and the relevant document~ are listed belowx

Meeting

250

251

Date

19 November

2 December

,3ubject

United Nations Council for Ndmibia

Working Group onthe Drafting of an
International Convention on the
Protection of the Rights of All
Migrant Workers and Their Families

-2fJ-

Observations
contained in

A/C. 5/41/SR. 28,
paras. 52-57

A/C.5/41/57/Add.l



ANNEX T

(~r [~llh y)~~.w_!D5L ..!~f!. ~)V..~.~.a.LLred~E.!.ioni!l._~.~.e._~ol~.!!!.._of, supe1eme~tB
to t.1I f· 01 f iC_l_i:ll._H.~£9.!_(~E ..£.~ .._t:..~~_.r~.~_~_~L Assembly, 1978-1986

'Ibtal
) f?nqth ot
reports in
huncir ed li

of paqPR

42
41
40
39
38
37
36
35
J4
33
32
31
30
29
28
21
26
25
24
23
22
21
20
19
18
11
16
15
14
13
12
11
10

9
8
1
6
5
4
J
2
1
o

Acceptable total Volume of reports
If all wer~ 32 pages in length

(1 , 216 pa ge El )

,323

Y6ar
S••8ion

Actual page total
...
••• 4

1978
33

209

1979
34

4 282

1980
3S

J 545

1981
36

:) 661

1982
37

3 507

1983
38

2 979

1984
39

:) 018

1985
40

3 15'

.uJt
41

l la]



ANNEX 11

Documents submitted to the Committee on Conferences
since the close of its 1986 substantive session

Symbol

A/AC.172/INF/8

A/Ar: •172/11 5

A/AC.172/115/Add.l

A/AC. 172/116

A/AC.172/117

A/AC. 17 2/118

A/AC.172/119

A/AC.172/120

A/AC.172/l21

A/AC.172/122

A/AC.172/123

A/AC.L72/88/Add.S

A/AC.l72/96/Add.4

A/41/648

A/42/95

A/AC.172/1986/CRP.6

Subject

List of members of the Committee on Conferences

Draft agenda

Agenda

Calendar of conferences and meetings for 1987

Adherence by subsidiary organs of the General
Assembly to the 32-page limit laid down by
resolution 37/14 C

Status of the Committee on Conferences

Meetings pattern of the International Civil
Service Commission

Pattern of future meetings of the Advisory Board
on Disarmament Studies

Cost of organs and programmes not funded from
the regular budget of the Organization

Implementation of General Assembly resolution
41/177 0

Application of computers to the management of
interpretation services

Meetings statistics of United Nations organs
meeting in 1986 in New York, Geneva and Vienna

Replies to the Chairman from chairmen of other
organs

Joint Inspection Unit report on the management
of interpretation services in the United Nations
syctem

Comments of the Secretary-Genera~ on the report
of the Joint Inspection Unit

United Nations Council for Namibia
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Symbol

A/AC.172/l986/CRP.7

A/AC.172/l987/CRP.l

A/AC.172/1987/CRP.2

A/AC.172/l987/CRP.3

A/AC.172/1987/CRP. ~

A/AC.172/1987/CRP.5

A/AC.172/1987/CNP.6 and Add.l

A/AC.172/1987/CRP.7 and Add.l
and 2

A/AC.172/1987/CRP.8 and Add.I-4

A/AC.172/1987/CRP.9

SUbject

open-ended Working Group on the Drafting of an
International Convention on the Protection of
the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Their
Families

Implementation of General Assembly decision
41/466

Proposals made by members during the first
series of substantive meetings (23-27 March 1987)

Proposal made by the representative of the
United Kingdom during the first series of
substantive meetings (23-27 March 1987)

Status of documents requested by the Committee
on Conferences

Med~um-term plan for conference and linrary
services

Draft ca1~~dar of conferences and meetings for
1988-1989 ar1d preamble

Requests of ~ubBidiary organs to meet during the
Gener al Assen'bl y seSBlon

Draft report of the Committee on Conferences

Proposal of the representative of Argentina
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ANNI'~X II I

Draft calendar of confere_nc~.~.~9..-,-nflP~_~D2~~~.f.._t.llt~ __~I!:.!...!~L(~ ..N~l.!:-~.~~n'.;
for the hiennium 1988-}qeq

Explanatory notes

The following ahbreviations art" U8PC! in annf>X Ill:

In the cv!~mn headed "Organ"

ECl.

ECE

ECLAC

ESCAP

ESCWA

FAO

GATT

IAJ::A

ICAO

ICSe

IFAD

11.0

IMO

IMr'

INSTRAW

l'fU

UNCTAD

UNDP

UNEP

UNESCO

UNHCR

UNICEF

UN 100

UNITAR

UNRWA

Economic Commission for Africa

Economic Commission for Europe

Economic Commission for r..-'lti n Amer ica anr! the Car i bbpan

Economic and Social Commission for Ar-.ia and th<.' Pacitic

Economic and Social Commission tor Western Asia

Food and Agriculture Organization of the t1nitf>rl Nations

General Agreement un Tariff~ and Trade

International Atomic Energy Agency

International Civil Aviation Organization

International ~ivil Service Commission

International F~nd for Aqricultural Dpvelopmpnt

International Labour OrganiRation

International Maritime Organization

International Monetary Pund

International Research ann Training Inr.titlltf\ for thf> ArlviJncemf'nt (.'
Women

Interna tiona 1 1'~1 ecommlln lCill ion lIn ion

United Nations Conference on Trade ancl Development

Unit~d Nations Development Programme

United Nations Environmerlt Programme

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Oryanizdt.l(lr

Office of the United Nations High Commiss ione I tor Rp[llqP.PS

Unlt~d Nations Children's Fund

United NatlOns Industrial Development Orqanizati<ln

United Nations In~titute for Training ~nd Research

United Nations Relief .:lnd Works Aqency for Palestine Retllqef:>S in tl·,·
Ne~r East

UNll United Nations University

UPU Universal Postr'll !Jnion
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WFC World Food C:ounc i 1

WFP World Food Pl'oqramme

WHO World Health Organization

WIPO World Intellectual Property Org an i za tion

WMC' World Meteorological Organization

In :ne column headed "Membership"

G

E

ST

Governments

Experts

Secretariat or secretariats

11' the column h€:aded "Servicing"

I Interpretation

T Translation

PV Verbatim records

SR summa r y records
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