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Statement on commitments submitted by the delegation of Vanuatu
on behalf of the States members of the Alliance of Small Island
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Intercqovernmental Negotiating Committee

We have the honour of submittiing, on behalf of the Alliance of
Small Island States (AOSIS), this statement setting forth certain
elements which AOSIS Dbelieves should £form the basis. of the
provisions of the Convention relating to Commitments.

We had hoped to join in a statement on this  subject which would
ave been made by the delegation of Ghana on-behalf of the Group of
77. Regrettably, but through no fault of the Chairman of the Group
of 77 wno laboured tirelessly to promote such a statement, no such
statement can be made at this time.

We feel that it 1s unfortunate. However, these negotliations are
far too important to alleow further delay in the necessary dialogue
wnich we hope will result in an effective framework convention to
coniront mankind’s most severe challenge.

We commend tie Co-chair’s text and applaud the laudable efforts you
and your colleague have made to point the Working Group in the
right direction. We take thnis opportunity to set forth a few items
we feel are of m&jor importance. Thus, we propose tne following:
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I. The Parties shall, in accordance .with the Cbjectives and
Principles stated in the Convention, and in accordance with their
common but differentiated responsibilities, taking into account
their speciZic national and regional development priorities and
objectives:

(a) Develop national or regional inventories of sources and
sinks of Greenhouse Gases, as well as activities within their
jurisdiction or control that affect or are likely to affect
the climate, and to update these on a regular basis;

(b) Implement national action plans, on the basis of
information compiled under the Convention, aimed at reducing
the effects of human activities on the climate and submit such
plans in accordance with <c¢riteria established by the
Conference of the Parties.

(c) Perform environmental impact assessments with respect to
projects, programmes and policies within their jurisdiction or
control including, inter alia, those on energy generation,
transport, and land use, to ascertain whether such activities
are likely to have an adverse impact on climate;

(d) Conduct research aimed at promoting technologies and
practices that minimize the effects, of human activity on
climate and allow human society to adapt to and mitigate the
adverse consequences of climate change;

(e) Cooperate with other Parties and with relevant
international and intergovernmental organisations to ensure:

(1) effective implementation of the Coavention,
(ii) the sharing of énd free access to information,
(iii) systematic cbservation,

(iv) the coordination of research, .

(v) effective national, regioﬂal and, global

strategies for resnondwng to climate change;

(f) Promote public education and awareness of causes and
consequences of climate change and actions that can be taken

by individuals;

(g) Preserve, protect and enhance all sinks and reservoirs of
greenhouse gases, in particular carbon dioxide, within their
territorial jurisdiction.
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II. LCeveloped country parties shall, in accordance with the
Objectives and Principles as provided in Articles ( )

Stabilize their emissions of carbon dioxide, and other

a)
reenhouse Gases as appropriate:

(
G
(1) by the yeaf 1995 at 1990 levels; or

(ii) by such earlier time and at such lower level as may
be agreed by the Conference of the Parties, actiné
on the Dbasis of the best available scientific
evidence and in accordance with the Principles
established under this Convention;

(b) Reduce emissions of carbon dioxide, and other Greenhouse
Gases as approprilate, on a timetable agresd by the Conference
of the Parties, designed to achieve the objective of the
Convention;

c) Undertake measures to mitigate the adverse consequences
£ climate change, including risk assessment, implementation
f energy conservation and efficiency, and the development of
ew, safe and renewable energy sources;

it annual assessments and contributions to an
ional Climate Fund, representing new, addicional and
adeguate financial resources that will not impact on existing
multilateral or bilateral financial assistance arrangements,
to provide financial assistance to developing country Parties
to enable them to meet their obligations wunder this
Convention, and to mitigate and adapt to the adverse
consequences of climate changs;

(e) Transfer and provide assured access to developing country
Parties, on concessional, preferential and most-favoured
terms, technologies and kxnow-how reguired for compliance with
this Convention, including:

~ “ s, .
(ii) new, safe and renewable energy technologies.

(f) Ensure that actions taken to control the effects of humen
activity in the «climate, and to mitigate tas aqverse
consequences of climate change, do not damage the environment;

III. Developing country Parties shall, in accordance wit: the
Obiectives and Princicles agreed to under this Conventlon anc 2
zcecordance with their national develooment goclans, prioritles,
objectives, and specliic countIy conditions, cake,_in acco;dance
with t©nhneir capabilities, measures to address climete change,
racognising zhat new and additional financial rssources will De

needed tTo ilmplement sucl measurss.





