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1. INTRODUCTION

1. In resolution 41/68 A of ] December 1986, the General Assembly requested the
Secretary-General to report to it at its forty-second ~e8sion on the implementation
of the recommendations relating to the activities of t~e Department of Public
Information contained in the re80luti~n. The Secretary-General was also requested
to report to the Committee on Information, at its substantive session in 1987, on
the implementation of the Committee's recommendations.

2. The tollo~ing documents relat.ed to topics covered by General Assembly
resolution 41/68 A, we[e submitted to the CommitteG on Information at its
Rubstantive session, held !rom 15 June to 2 July 1987:

(a) Progre8s report on the situation regarding the staff ()f the Department of
Public Information in posts 81,lbject to geographical distr ihution (A/AC .198/116) ,

(b) Report on the curtailment of radio programmes of the Departrnent of Public
Information and the improvement in the distribution of tdped radio progr .... mmes
(A/Ae. 198/117) ,

(c) Report on the timeliness and effectivenes8 ot coverage publiclJtions
produced by the Department of Public Information (A/AC.19R/ll8) ,

(d) Report on the charges for use of video tapea, audio tapeo and news
photographs by Member State. (A/AC.l98/l19) ,

(e) Report on the programmes and activities of the Joint United Nations
Information Committee (A/AC.l~M/120).

3. The deliberations of the Committee on Information on the above topics land
other topics on its agenda, as well as its ~~commendation8, are 'contained in its
report to the General Assembly. 11 As in the past, the present (eport avoids, as
much as pos8ible, repetition of the content. of the report8 Ruhmitted to the
COlr..a1ttee on Information and deals mainly with items not doalt with by the
Committee and additional information bringing up to dat.e the reports 8ubmitted to
the Committee.

I I. CO-OPERATION WITH THE NEWS AGENCIES POOl.,
OF NON-ALIGNED CQUNTRIF.:S

4. In (ecommendations 6,7,8, 13 and 18 contained in paragraph 1 of (ionll[al
Assembly resolution 41/68 A, the Department of Pub} Lc Information Wll8 r ..,quested to
strengthen itB co-operation with the Ne,,,q Aqen.:ies 1'001 OF Non-ALqned count.ries
and t(, monitor the important meetings of the fIi,:-wement of Non-AI Lgned Countrioa.

5. In response to those requests, the Department haa further endedvoured in the
past year to reinforce its co-operation with the POl'll by RendLng news'dispatches to
the various ~qencie9 of the Pool. on subjectn of interest to them. In thLH
connection, the Department has pursued vigoro'Jsly its co-operation with the newly
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t!8t:al.JUshud l':co-(Jool by d1a[latchinq n.wa covering the actlvitie. of the Ullit.cl
NIAtlons U.,vuLopm.,nt Proejrttmmet, thet World Dank, t.h. Internat.ional Moneleary Fund and,
c1urlng the fort.y-r irKt .e1l810n of the Ueneral AII.emhly, the work of t.he Recond
Committ'H'. 1'1 add it ion, thtt Uttpartm.-nt undertuok a recent initiative to e.tahl tah
co-op.ration with radio broadclJ.t lnq organizatton. of the Non-Aligned Countr ha.

6. Regarding 4ttendnnce at ,,,..etlnga lit the Movem.nt, a [epre_entativ~ of the
Department attend.d, 48 an lIb.erv~r, thp 99cond Conference at Mini.ter. ()t

Inf'ormation of t.he Non-Aligned Cou~,trle!'j, held at Harare in 1987. The Departm.tOt
was alao representttd at t.htt General Cunference of t.he N.-we Agenei,.. Pool or
Non-Aligned Countrtea held lit Havana At 1986.

111. AC'I'lVI'rn:S IN CONNEC'r!ON WITtI THE "rRICAN Il:(.ONOMIC CtUaIS

1. In recomme"dations l4 and l'l, the Department wa. reque.ted la pUblici ••••
widely",. pO.Bibl'" tht'! rl!4tl dime".!on. or the pli9L of the Ahtoan peopte, the
tremendou. effort. or the African countrie.. and the critical economic .ituation in
Africa.

H. In re.poll•• to thi. mandate and in line with the adoption of the United
Nat1cIIIQ Proqra",me of Action for Arr ioan Economic Reoovery and Development 1986 lCjtlO
(G~neral A•••mbly re.olution 8-1]/2, annex), th.- Department ha. e.tabli.hed a
oomprenen.ive information prOC)ramme on "'rioa. The Department beQan pUhlhlatlon or
11 quarterly mllqazlne entitled Africa Recov!r~. The aim of t.he publioation 1. to
keep thlt internat iona 1 community intofmed of development. within Atrioa relat lrlC,l t.o
the Proqrammtl ot Actlon and of the action. rt"qu".tetd or heing taken by the donol
countriell.

~'. 'rhe "Crll1i8 in Afr lc~." photoqraphic exhibit wa. di.p1ayed ill Afr ioa Hall .t
Addi. Ababa. A photo r.ature exhibit entitled "Continuinq oriai. in the Aahel· wa.
produoed and dht.r ibuted. Th irty-thre. televi_ion new. paokage. on the Afr ioan
economio .ituation were pre~uced and widely di.trihuted by international new.
_yndicator8. ~el.vi.lon new. maqazine. in Chine_e, Enqliah, French, Porluque.e and
Rpanhh deal1nq with the var iau. i.llue. pertalninq to the Afr ioan or 1.1. were
tran.mitt8d and bru.dca.t internationally.

LO. Ra(1I0 new. and t.aped programme. highliqhted var Iou. dev",lopment. and
IIctivitieu pertaining to the ftconomic recovery or Africa. In particular, telephone
now.. updatf!to WfH(OI pro(1uGfH1 t.wico 1I wfutk and prov h1"d t.o broadca.t i nq orqanl.at ion.
ln Nort.h Amorlea and ftllutwh@re.

\l. 'rwo briefinqIJ wen. orqllnized for non-qovllrnmental organizat.ion.. on t.hfl
.conomic .ltUIlt.J,)/l in Africa. 'Nle flrnt, h.lr1 on 18 December I1J86, w... ftntJII"d
"Updat.e of t.hft emerqency Hit.uatlon ln Afric .... ' tho .eoond, held on 2 Aprtl 1'187,
wal6 on th.. thome "After the famine - Economic prollpectft tor Africa... '['he
Departm.nt atao co-aponeored a full-day oon_ultation for non-Qovernmental
ol'qanJ:rationlJ on the Buh1ect "Proqramme for Afrlean fooel ...curily% l ....ttnln., h.
hu rc'h'ln r or womon".
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IV. SHORTWAVE RADIO BROADCASTING AiE> TELEPHONE NEWS BULLETINS

12. In line with recommendation 26, the Department continued to provide daily
t'=!lephone news bulletins in English, Portuguese and Spanish. In addition, it
provided twice-weekly updates in English on the African economic recovery and a
weekly reView in English of united Nations developments pertaining to southern
Africa.

13. Regarding shortwave broadcasting, the Department contacted a number of
interested countries and ~adio broadcasting organizations. Radio cairo is making
free-of-charge weekly shortwave broadcasts of united Nations radio news programmes
in Arabic, English, French and Swahili. Both Radio Beijing and the Voice of
Nigeria continued their shortwave broadcast of weekly united Nations radio news and
a weekly news programme in English continued to be broadcast by local radio
stations in some 20 Caribbean countries and territories. Discussions are under way
with All-India Radio to reach similar agreements.

14. The Department is also conducting a limited operation in Arabic and Russian
through the united Nations Information Service at Geneva. It produces a 20-minute
news programme in Russian that is fed by telephone line to Geneva and then
transmitted to Eastern Europe and a weekly lO-minute news programme in Arabic that
is provided to Radio Tunis and Radio Television Italiana (RAI) for free-of-charge
broadcast by them to North Africa and the Middle East.

V. WORKSHOP AND TRAINING PROGRAMME ~R MEDIA

15. In recommendation 27, the Department was requested to co-operate closely with
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural organization (UNESCO) and
the News Agencies Pool of NOn-Aligned COuntries to organize a workshop in 1987 for
the familiatization of news agencies and for the standardization of teaching
methods and syllabuses and to produce training manuals in various languages for the
training centres of the Pool. The' Department approached UNESCO on the ma~ter and
was informed that there was proviaion in its current progre:.nme of activ': des for
training in the application of new technologies and support for the organization of
workshops on the establishment and improvement of computerized systems in the news
agencies of the developing countries. Owing to financial constraints, however, it
will not be feasible to implement this programme in 1987. various possibilities of
collabora~ion with the Pool in the areas to be covered by the proposed workshop are
being explored.

16. With regard to the second part of recommendation 27 on the annual trainin9
programme f~i:' journalists and broadcasters from developing countries and the
request that the last week of the programme be allocated for a visit by them to a
developing country, 13 journalists and broadcasters have been invited to attend a
seven-we~k programme at Headquarters in New York from 8 September to 24 OCtober.
However, becausa of financial constraints, participants in the 1987 training
programme will not visit a developing country in the last week of the programme.
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VI. FELLatlSHIP PROGRAMME FOR EDUCATORS

17. In recommendation 28, the Department was asked to continue to organize a
fellowship programme for educators. Because of financial constraints, the annual
fellowship programme has been postponed.

VII. PRESS RELEASES

18. The General Assembly was concerned about press release coverage, as reflected
in recommendation 33. under financial stringency, the Department has experienced
difficulty in covering all meetings and in covering-some meetings in the two
working languages of the Secretariat, English and French. Within the framework of
the review exercise being undertaken by the Department, attention will be paid to
this question.

VIII. UNITED NATIONS INFORMATION CENl'RES

19. In recommendation 35, it was stated that the United Nations information
centres should work closely with the press, broadcasters, educational institutions,
non-governmental organizations and others to produce and distribute information
materials in the countries covered, supported by the activities of the Department
at Headquarters. Our internal monitoring system shows that, in the second half of
1986, the financial crisis resulted in a 51 per cent decrease in press releases
produced by the centres in English and in French, a 28 per cent decrease in press
releases produced in local languages, a 22 per cent decrease in the distribution of
United Nations publications and a 38 per cent reduction in the number of lectures
and speeches for lack of travel funds. However, the information centres continued
their efforts to perform their required functions despite the reduced funds.

20. Discussions are currently under way within the secretariat to consolidate
facilities wherever possible and to establish common services with the United
Nations Development Programme and other organizations of the United Nations
system. This is in line with recommendation 12 of the Group of High-level
Intergovernmental Experts to Review the Efficiency of the Administrative and
Financial Functioning of the United Nations. y Every effort will be made in this
context, and in line with recommendation 35 of General Assembly resolution 41/68 A,
to establish close co-ordination with other field offices of the United Nations
system in order to avoid duplication of work, within the framework of the reView of
the functions and methods of work of the united Nations information centres.

Notes

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, FOrty-second session,
Supplement NO. 21 (A/42/21).

y ~., Forty-first Session, SUpplement NO. 49 (A/41/49).


