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REPORT 0.' THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAl, COUNCIL

A!'Is1stance to student refugees 1n BOut hern Afr lea

Report of the United Nations High Commifts1oner for Refugees

1. The present report is submitted in re.ponse to General Assembly r.esolut.lon
41/136 of 4 December 1986, in which, inter alia, the A.sembly reque.ted t.he Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for~ugee8, in co-operation with the
Secretary-General, to keep the situation of student refugees in eouthern Africa
under review, and to report to the Assembly at its forty-8econd s888ion. The
report covers the period from 1 July 1986 to 30 ,June 1987.

2. Our lng the per iad under review, there was no substantial incrolSse in th ..
number of South Afr ican or Namibian refugees and asylum-seekers, deapitf! the
escalation of violence and .trife in both South Africa and Namibia.

J. As reported to the General As.'"'· ... ly at it. forty-fir.t s8s81on, a conti.nuing
feature of the southern Af{ican refug~e situation io the increasing difficulty
taceJ by the grr'at major ity of new refugees in seeking secure and long-term asylum
in front-line States and countries immediately neighbouring South Africa. In thin
regard it is encour~ging to note that, following a joint initiative by UNHCR and
the Organization of African Unity, a number of indeptlndent African couni.Lle8 that
have not traditionally been co, ltries of asylum for South African r~fugees have
offered to admit them. As a n·sult, a number of refugees have recently been
evacuated by UNHCH from the lr country of first. aByllan (I,eRotho) to lIlJanda and Kenya.
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4. The preaent report seeks to highlight international educational aRflilHance
of fered to South Afr ic.,In and Namibian refugees within each country of ltsy 1um in
southern Atr ica, in particular that given by UNHCR. However, ',t shoulci be noted
th~t many retugee atudent. may a180 benetit from other UNHCR assistance programmes
in ••ch country. The following non-governmental organizations are also providing
educational .sllaUnce which is not fully highlighted in the country reports below:

(a) The African-Am.rican Institute, under its 80uthern African Training
Programme, haa aponaored in the United State. of America 35 students at the
Bachelorls-degree level (26 South Africans and 9 Namibian8), anci in 11 African
countries, excluding South Africa ar ~amibia, 110 students (93 South Africans llnd
17 Namibian., ot whom 21 at the Bacht .Iris-degree level, 65 for diplomas and 24 for
cert it icate.) ,

(b) The Africa Educational Trullt has sponsored approximately 100 South
Africans and Namibian. at poat-secondary institutions in the Unit~d Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland,

(c) Otto Benecke Stiftung has assisted South African and Namibian refugees at
the secondary vocational level, 311 Namibianll (190 in Africa and 121 in the Federal
Republic of Germany) and 95 South Atricans (28 in Africa and 67 in the Federal
Republic at Gurmany) at the university level, nine Namibians (three in Africu and
six in the Federal Republic ot Germany) and 12 South Africans (2 in Africa and 10
in the Federal Republic ot Germany) and for higher level technical stucile~, two
Namibiana and one South African in the Fecieral RepUblic of Germany.

During the reporting period other organizations have also rrovicied educational
assistance support to South African dnd Namibian refugees.

Botswana

5. The number of South Atrican refugees in Botswana haR not changed substantially
during the repor'ting period (about 1,000 urban refugees llnd 130 in Dukwe). There
haa, however, ~8en an appreciable increase in the numbPr of Na~iblarq (from 63 to
106) being assiated by UNHCR in Bot8wana.

6. AB fbr as educational aaaistance to South African refugees is concerned, UNHCR
wag spon&oring five atudents at the pr imary leVf~l and 22 at the lower secondary
level for academic and vocational training, as well aa eight Namibian students at
the lower secondary level. There were no UNHCR-sponsorecJ stu(1ent.s studying outside
RotBWl!llla.

7. Another 154 refugee student.s (89 South Africans and 6'1 Nl'Imihiann) have
benefited from other sources of international assistance, with more than half of
them studying outside their country of asylum.

8. The following table shows educational assistance to South Afr kan and NamibilHl
refugees, sponsored both inside and outside Botswana by UNHCR, other Ur;lltpd Nat.ionA
agencies and nun-governmental organizations:
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Number by origin Study location
Sponso~ South Africa Namibia In.ide Outside

Uni ted Nations High Commi8Rioner
for Refugees 27 6 35

United Nations E~ucatlon41 Training
Programme for Southern Africans 31 la 29 12

United Nations Council
for NamibJ a 13 6 7

African American Instltute 10 7 3
British Council 4 4
Lutheran World Federation 8 7 6 9
World University Service

I ntet nc.t ional 25 25
atto 8ene~ke Rtiftung (Foundation) 7 30 37
Bishop Tutu Fund 7 1 8
All Africa Conference of Churches 1 1

mbabwe

9. 'rhe number of refugees and displaced peuons In Zimbabwe has gr.atly increased
during the last three years owing to the continual influx from Mo.ambique. The
GovernRlent estimates that there are at pre.ent .ome 60,000 displaced Mo.ambleanB in
the country, about three-quarters (45,000) of whom are accommodated in lour rural
settlements. The r~st have opontaneously ••ttled among th~ local population. The
number of urban refugee., mainly South AfricanB, has declined from nearly 470 to
266 either through local integration or re.ettlement 1n othet countrie••

10. UNHCR's activitie8 for assistance to urban refugees have continued to
concentrate on local integration, formal education, vocat.ional and technical
training and the establishment of Bmall-Bcale enterpriaes leadi~ toward.
sel f-rel lance.

11. tJNHCR' s educational programmes for South Afr icanll have continUed to fOCUB on
formal education and on equipping the refugeeB with vocational and technlcal .kills.

12. The number of South African and Namibian student.• (the majority of whom wete
not reg iBtered as refugees) uflder educational spon80r8hip from united Nations
agencies, governmental and non-governmental, were a8 follows:
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Sponsor
_ Number by or 19 in _
South Africa Namibia

~ and level of education
~. ~. v~. pniv.!Poly.

United N:lHons
High Commissioner
for Refugees

United Nations Educational
Training Programme for
Southern Africans

Chr isHan Care
World University Service
Lutheran World Federation
African American Institute
Otto Benecke Stiftunq

(Foundat ion)

Zarnbia

22

17
134
41

9
19

10

2

5
4

1
1

8

3

7

2

8 13

7 15
131

16 .. 18,
I: 3,J

20

8 9 1

13. During the period under revi~w, the nlwbftr of South African refugees in zambia
increased as a result of young refugees beinq ~v4cuated from Lesotho and admitted
into Zambia. The great majority of the.e 3,.00 refugees are affiliated with the
African National Conqre88 (ANC). The Namibian refugees in the country, mainly
affili~tes of the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO), remain unchanged
at about 7,400. The majority of the urban case-load consIsts of ~p~roximately 430
South Africans and non-affiliated refugees.

14. As far as Namibian refugees are concerned, UNHCR funded the construction of
two primary school classroom blocks and one girls' dormitory and pro~ided various
textbooks and other school mater ials at the SWAPO Itealth and Education Centre at
Nyongo.

15. Other refugees from South Afc ica and Namibi& ben~fited frcJIll educatiollai
assistance provided by UNHCR and other agenclf'\t:, both intergoverilmental and
non-goverm"~ntal. The relevant statistics, brok~n down by nationality and
educational level, are as follows:
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Type and level of education

United Nations
High Commissioner
for Refugees

united Nations
Educatio~al Training
Programme for
Southern Africans

Uni ted Nadons
Institute for
Namibia

World university
Service

Lutheran World
Federation

Otto Benecke Stiftunq
(Foundation)

Christian Council of
~ambia

Swaziland

3

47

21

3

2

2

14

500

33

18

93

6

4

1

9

17

4

1

14

500

78

22

78

4

3

2

4

1

16. The number of officially registered retugee. in Sw.ail.nd .t.nde .t .bout
13,000 with an estimated similar number having spont.neously settled in the border
areas. This official case-load repre.ent. an incr•••• of some 30 per cent since
1984, and is comprised of 6,500 south African., 5,500 Mo.ambiean., and other. of
various nationaliti~s. The South African refuge•• , mainly of Swa.i ethnic origin
and of rural hackground, left South Africa in the late 1970••

17. UNHCR asslstance activities on behalf of South "friean refugee. are centred at
Ndz~vane Rur~l Settlement, wher~ the majority of the retuqees are located.

18. At the request of the Government, UNHCR i. al.c providing ••ai.tanee .imed at
facilitatIng the transfer of individual South Africans to .eeond eountri~. of
asylum. Meanwhile, UNHCR has continued to provide ba.ie c.re and mainten.nee.

19. The number of South Africans recelvi~J educational a•• i.t.nce from UNHCR
during the period under review has increa.ed from 193 to 274, of thes. 44 were at
the primary school level and 230 at secondary level. Ther. were no Namibian
refugee students sponsored in swaziland during this period.

20. The break<1own of ::;outl. Afr ican student retugee. receiving edueatiortal
assistance from UNHCR, other United Nations ag.neie. and non-governmental
organizations due Ing 1986-1987 was a~ follows I
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Number by orig in
South Art'ica

Type and level of ..ducat ien
~. !!!£. Aced. VOc. lInrv.

United Nations High
Commissioner for Refuqees

United Nations Educational
TriJining Programme for
Southern Africans

Lutheran World Federation
Epheau8 House (287 funded hy

World University Service)

Leootho

274

65
I

112

44 2]11

4

2])

7

]]

54

46

21. 'l'he Government estimate of the total number of persons in a refugee-like
situation haA remained atable at tL,500 at the end of 1986 and through March 1987,
of these, 274 were reg lRtered aB refugeeo and Home 242 received assistanco from
UNHCR. Nearly all of these refugees originate from South Africa and are
predominantly of urban background, with males constitutin'J a large proportion
(70 per cent). In 19U6, 317 new arrivals were recorded while 375 persons (1eparte<1
for resettlement in third countries.

22. Since 19U6, Leootho has increasingly become a country of temporary asylum for
South African refugeefJ, particularly for those affiliated with national liberation
movements. Thio trend is likely to continue in tho foreseeable future with
pocHlible negat ive imp I ications for refugees who have been in the country for an
extended period and who are already well integrated.

23. UNHCR's assistance activities in I..esotho have continued to foeu", on individllal
refl~ee6. Refugees continue to receive varloun forms of aS8istance, mainly in
edu('at. ion (at the pr imary and secondary levels) and loea I Integration, through the
eBtahllshmont of sma It-scale Income-generat Ing projects, counsf!lling, Ruppememtary
di~ and reoettlement in anoth~r country.

24. Our lng the per i(xl under review, 71 South Afr ican. were Rponoored in pr Imary
8ch~)lA, 49 of them hy UNESCO and 22 by UNHCR. Of the 318 South Af~lean8 and five
Nclmihians oponsored, 96 otudents were at high school level and 130 •. t unlvent ty
I eve I. ..aeven otucients were sponsored for aqr ieu ltural and technic" l/vocat ional
At udlen, and 65 Llr bURineau otudies. A further 10 studel ta are reported t.o have
b.~pn flponfJOred at the univl'["oit.y level in thlS F"'deral RepUblic of Germany, tlw
Unitrd Kinydom of Great Hrl~ain lInd Northern Ireland and the United States of
America.

2C
). nepor ted educ;at Iona 1 asslotanct> for South Afr ican and Namibian students at

vlHloun institutions in l.esotho and abroad was as followa:
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Number by origin .__'!·~_~~vttl of education
South
Atri<,a Namibia ,rrim. 8e~. 'l'.<~~. ~. Qnlv. tJn1v. abroad

5] 49 4

160 110 78

U " 4 6

5 ~

4 4

Uni t"r1 Nation.
HJgh Commieioner
for Refugee.

Uni tec.1 Nation.
Educat Iona 1
'rrain ing
Pr09ramme for
Southern African.

United Nation.
F~ducatIona 1,
scientific
and Cultural
Orqanizat 10n

World University
Service

African American
[nlJtitute

OUo Beneeke
UtHtung
(Foundation)

Ph... 1plJ--StoktUI

34

109 5

1 :.!

7 fl1 46


