
UMITEP 
MATIONS 

S 

Diotr . 
GENERAL 

S/23686 
6 March 1992 

OBXGXNAL: ENGLISH 

LEXTISR DATED 6 XARCH 1992 FROM THE REPRESENTATIVES OF PRANCE, 
KUWAXT, SAUDI ARARIA, TRR UNXTED ICSNGDOM OF GREAX BRITAIN AND 
NORTHERR fOELARD AND THE UNITED STATIS OF AMERICA ADDRESSED 

TO TXE SECRETARY-GENCL 

On instructions from our Governments, we should iike to inform you of the 
followingr 

1raq’r latest letter of 28 February 1992 /S/73661) on the issue of 
detained Kuwai'ci and third country nationals is once again an attempt by Stag 
to delay fulfilling its commitments uader tie Geneva Conventions and the 
relevant Security Council resolut55no. 

The Itegi letter is no more thati a belated and restrictive 
declaration of intent. It rafer8 to Iraq+a preparedness to take the necemsaty 
measurezl to publioh ths names of the missing, and preparedness to reach 
agreement on the details with the head of the XCRC in Baghdad. At the 
16-17 October 1991 Tripartite Cofmnissioa meeting in Geneva it was proposed 
that the GovernmeaC, of Iraq publish the names of the missing in the Iraqi 
media, with repeated publication as necessary, and with a request that the 
public provide any information OD these persona to the ICRC. To date, Iraq 
has not publlahwl aaky names irk any part. of the media. 

Z&e Xett8r ala0 refers to Prag's preparedness to arrange for visits 
for ICRC representatives to prlaono and places of detention, and its 
preparedne,:r to reach egreutment on the details with the head of ICRC in 
Baghdad. We emphasise again Zraq's express obligation under paragraph 39 of 
Secusity Council resolution 687 to facilitate the search by the XCRC for the 
missing. IA keeping with this Security Council decision. we reiterate our 
demand that Iraq muat allow the ICEC accens to all places cf detention in 
order to search for peraonrs r8giatsr8d c\s missing. Iraq has atill not 
accepted this requirement. 

Nearly one year has passed since all parties, including Iraq, agreed 
. at a meeting on 7 Match 1991 in Riyadh, to grant the ICPC, F-r al+p ., all the 

facilities necessary to enable the ICE t.s gati-er infGrm:isa tti ,,i&iish the 
whereabouts of missing peteons. Xoreve r , Iraq ha8 noi yet lived up to its 
comitmenta. 
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To date, the Iraqi authorities have not effectively responded to 
individual inquiry film rubmittsd by Kuwsit and Saudi Arabia in 
October 1991. On lg ?ebruaPry 1992, four months after rcceiviAg these files, 
the Iraqi authorit3;es have merely returned them to the ICRC with no 
iAformatfoA au to t.hS apet?i~fc u?easures t&k%A to traca th0 CasBs. The Iraqi 
delegation at t,h& 16-17 October 1991 Tripartite Comnt’,ssPoa Meeting in Geneva 
expressed it6 readiness to report to the ICRC within 10 days of receiving iiny 
tracing requedt, 

To date, tire fraqi authorities have ho 5 rraponderd to LCIZC inquiries 
outlined in paragraph 14 of ~AABX D to the Secretary-General's factual report 
of 25 January 1992 (S/23514), iacluding a ragu6at for iaformation 00 parsons 
who have died while in custody. 

la coAclusioA, after SubmfttiAg the ietter of intent OA 20 February 1992, 
Iraq, unilaterally a8sumen that it hacr met ita ObligatiOAs UAdeK paragraphs 30 
and 31 of Security Council resolutioa 687 (2991) with regard to detainees. 
Such aA attitude oaly underline8 Iraqi disdain towarda this humanitariaa 
fSSUf3. Iraq’s compliance with its obligations under paragraphs 2 (c) an& 
3 (cj of Security Council reaoluticrn 686 (199lj and paragraph 30 of Security 
CouAcil resolution 687 (1991) should be judged by Iraqi actions, rather than 
by declarations of intent, 

We should be grateful if you would have this letter circulate& as a 
docurrant of the Security Couxil. 

(&&&I Jeen Bernatd MERIt.GE 
Permanent Representative of France 
to the United Nations 
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