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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The General Assembly, by its resolution 3068 (XXVIII) of 30 November 197'3,
adoPted and opened for siqnature Bl\d ratification the International Convention on
the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid and appealF>~ to all States
to siqn and ratify it as soon as posRihle.

~. By its ~esolution 3380 (XXX) of 10 November 1975, the r.eneral Assembly,
convinced that ratification of or accession to the International Convention on che
SUPpression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid on a universal basis and
im~lementation of lts provisio~H were ne~essary for the achievement of the qoals of
the Decade for Action to Combdt Racism and Racial Discrimination, appe~led to the
Governments of all States to siqn, ratify and implement the Convention without
delay and requested the Secretary-General to Rubmit to it annual reports on the
status of the Con~en~ion.

3. By its resolutio~ 31/80 of 13 December lQ76, the General Assembly welcomed the
entry into force on 18 July 1976 uf the Conv~ntion, appealed to all States that had
not yet become parties to the Convention to accede thereto, requested the
Secretary-General to include in his a~nual report under Ge~eral Assembly re301ution
3380 (XXX) a special part concerninq the implementation of the Convention, a,d
decided to consider annually, startinq with its thirty-second session, the item
entitled "S~atus of the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment
of the Crim~ of Apartheid".
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4. By its resolution 41/103 of 4 Oecember 1986, the General Assembly appealed
once aqain to those States which had not yet done so to ratify or tu accede to the
Convention without further delay, in particular those States which had jurisdiction
over tranbnational corporations operatinq in South Africa and Namibia and without
whose co-operation such operations could not be halted.

11. RTATUS OF THE CONVRNTION

5. In accordance with the provisions of its article XV, paraqraph 1, the
International Convention on the ~uppression and Punishment of the Crime of
Apartheid entered into force on 18 July 1916.

6. As at 31 July 1981, the Convention had received 35 siqn~tures, 31 of which had
bep.n followed by ratification. In addition, 54 States had acceded to the
Convention, brinqinq the total of ratifications and accessions to the Convention
to 85. A list of States that have siqned, ratified or acceded to the Convention
and the dates ot their siqnatu~e, ratification or accession appears in the annex to
the present report.

7. In paraqraph 11 of resolution 41/103, the General Assembly once ~gain

requested the Secretary-General to intensify his efforts, through appropriate
channels, to disseminate information on the Convention and its implementation with
a view to promotinq further ratification of or accession to the Convention.

Ill. I~PLEMF.NTATION OF THE CONVENTION

8. tinder article VII of the Convention, the States parties undl.;rtake to submit to
the qroup established under article IX periodic reports on the leqislative,
Judicial, administrative or other measures that they have adopten and that qive
eftect to the provisions of the Convention. Copies of the reports are transmitted
through the Secretar;-Genera1 to the Special Committee aqainst Apartheid.

9. In accordance with artil:le IX, paraqraphs 1 and 3, of the Convention, the
Chairman of the Commission 01 Human R,qhta i~ authorized to appoint a qroup
consistinq of three members ,~f the Commission, who are also representatives of
States parties to the Convention, to consider reports subn!tten by states parties
in accordance with article VII. The qroup may meet for a period of not more than
five da~l, either before the openir.q or after the closinq date of the session of
the Commission, to consider the reports submitted in accordance with article VII.

10. (lnder article X of the Convention, the States par ties to the Convention
empOwer the :ommissian on Human Riqhts to ur..Jertake a number of tasks enumerat.::d
therein, inter alia, to prepare, on the basis of reports fram competent orqans of
thp. lInited Nations and periodic reports from States parties, a list of individuals,
orqanizations, institutions and representatives of States that are alleqed to be
reSpOnsible for the crimes p.numerated in article 11 of the Convention, as well as
those aqainst whom leqal proceedinqs have been undertaken by StateR parties to the
Convention.
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11. By resolution ~1/l03, the General Assembly commended those States parties to
the Convention which had submitted their reports under article VII thereof and
requested the Secretary-General to invt.te the States parties to the Convention, the
specialized aq~llcies and non-qovernmental orqanizations to provide the Commission
')n l:uman Riqhts with relevant information concerninq the forms of the cr ime of
apartheid, as described in article 11 of the Convention, committed by transnational
corporations operatinq in Routh Africa.

12. The Group of Threoe on the implemel''1tat iOIl of the Convention, appointed by the
Chairman of the Commission on Human Riqhts at 'ts forty-second 8e~sion under
article IX of the Convention, was comPOs~d of the representatives of Alqeria,
~icaraqua and Sri Lanka, met at thp. United Nations Office at Geneva from 26 to
30 January 1987. It had before it reports sUbmitted since its 1986 s~ssion by 15
!1tates parties.

11. In its report to the Cor.::'I'Iission 011 Huma'l Riqhts at its forty-third session
fF:!CN.4/l937/28l, the Group, intp.r ali!, noted with concern that, as at
1 February 1987, 122 reports were overdue under the Convencion, and stronqly urged
the 5tates ~arties concerned to fulfil their rePOrtinq obliqations. In accordance
with General As~em,ly resolution 41/121 of 4 December 1986, the Group urged States
parties ~ith overdue repOrts to mak~ every effort to present their reports as soon
as POssih1e. It reiterated its recommendation that the qeneral guidelines
reqardinq the form and content of reports should be fully taken into account by all
States parties when preparinq their reports and called uPon States parties to
provide in their reoorts all relevant information on the leqislative, judicial and
anministrative measures that they had adOPted to qive effect to the provisions of
article IV of the Convention, or on the difficulties that they miqht have
encountered in the jmplementation ol that article, as well as more information on
concrete cases in which measures In ~rosecute, brinq to trial and punish persons
responsible for, or accused of, the acts enumeratp.d in article 11 of the Convention
had been applied under their jur isdiction. ~oreover, the Group appealed once aqain
to Btates parties, throuqh the Commission on HUlnan Riqht!.'>, to strenqthen their
co-operation at the international level to implement fully, in accordance with the
Char ter of the United Nat ions, the decis ions take by t"e Secur ity CO';Jncil and
other competent orqans of the !Jnited Nations aimed at the prevention, suppression
and puniAhment of the crime of apartheid. The Group emphasized, in accordance ~ith

article VI of the Convention, in particular, the importance of medsures to bp taken
in the field of teachinq and education for fuller implementation of the Convention
an~ inviten States parties to include ample information on those measures in their
reports. The ~roup cre~ attention once aqain to the importance of strenqtheninq
the assistance qiver. to the national liberation movements in southern Afr ica.

14. Ry its resolution 1987/11 of 26 February 1987, entitled -Implementation of the
International Convention on the Suppression and ~unishment of t~e Crime of
APartheid-, 1/ the C~mmission on Human Riqhts took note with appreCiation of the
repOrt of the Group 0f Three, and iu particular the conclusions and recommendations
contained thereinr recommended once aqain that all States parties should take full
account of the qeneral quidelin~s laid down by the Group of Three in 1978 for the
submission of reports fE/C~.4/l2b6, annex) J drew the attention of all States to the
opinion expressed by the Group in its report, that transnational corporations
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operatlng in South Africa and Namibia must be considered accomplices in the crim~

of apartheid, in accordance with article III (b) of the Convention, took note with
appreciation of the decisions of the World Conference on Ranctions against Racist
South Africa, held in Paris from 16 to 20 June 1986, and called upon all
Governments actively to support the Decl~ration adopted by the Conference, 2/ drew
the attention of the States parties to the desirability of disseminating further
information on the Convuntion, the implementation of its provisions and the work of
the Group of Three. requested the Secretary-General once more to invite States
parties to the Convention to expless their views on the extent and the nature of
the responsibility of transnational corporations for the continued existence of the
system of apartheid in South Africa, requested the Group to continue, in the light
of the viewe expressed by States partieo, the examination of the extent and the
nature of the responsibility of transnatlonal corporations for the continued
existence of the system of apartheid in South Africa, includinq legal action that
miqht be taken under the Convention against transnational corporatlons whose
operations in South Africa came under the crime of apartheid, and to report to the
Commission at ita forty-fourth session, and decided that th; Group of Three should
meet for a PE!r iOO of not more than f~ "e days befo,:,e the forty-fourth session of the
Commission to consider the repo':'ts s~bmitted by States parties in accordance with
article VII of the Convention.

1,. In accordance with article IX of the Convention and General Assembly
resolution 31/80, the Chairman of the Commission at its forty-third session
appointeCJ the representatives of Eth'opia and Nicaragua as membE>rs of the Group of
Three and postponed the apPOintment of the third member to a later date.

16. In notes verhales dated 2S June 1987, the Secretary-General brought to the
attention of the States parties the relevant ~rovisions of the Conventi~n and
Commission resolution 1987/11 as well as the conclusions and recommenda:ions of the
Group of Three in the report on its 19~7 session, and requested them to submit
their reports within the time-l!mits indicated in Commission resolution 7 (XXXIV)
of 22 February 1978 for tranemisaion to the Group of Three at its 1988 session.

17. In anether note dated 1 July 1987, the attention of specialized aqencies and
non-qover~mental organizations was drawn to the provisions of Commission resolution
1987/11, by which the Commission appealed to them to step up their activities in
enhancinq public awareness by denouncing the crimes committed bl the racist reqime
of South Africa and requested them to provide the Commission with relevant
information concerninq the types of the crime of apartheid, as described in
articl~ It of the Convention, committed by tranp~ational corporations operatinq in
South Africa.

18. As reqards the implementation of the provisions of article X of the
Convention, the General Assembly, in resolution 41/10], reque~ted the Commission on
Human Riqhts to intensify, in co-operation with the Special Committee ~qainst

Apartheid, its efforts to compile periodically the proqressive list of individuals,
organIzations, institutions i:lnd representatives of St.ates deemed re:;pOnsible for
crimes enumerated in article II of the Convention, as well as those aqainst whom
leqal proceedinqs had been undertaken, requested the Secretary-General to circulate
the above-mentioned list to all ~tateB parties to the Convention and all Member
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States and to brinq such tacts lo the attention of the public bV all ~eans of mass
communicationr and appealed to all States, United Nations organs, the 3pecialized
agencies and i~ternational and national non-qovernmental orqanizations to step up
their act Ivi til'S in enhancing publ ic awarei. JSS by denour.cinq the cr imps oommi tted
by the racist reqime oi S')uth Africa.

19. In connection with the requests by the General Assembly contain~d in
paragraphs 6 and 7 of resolution 41/103, the Secr~tary-Gen~ral wishes to refer to
part two, chapter IV of the report of the Ad Hoc Workinq Group ~f Experts on
southern Africa (E/CN.4/l985/8, paras. 511-513) and to part two, chapter IX of the
proqress report of the Group of Experts (£/CN.4/l986/9, paras. 414-416) containing
a consolidated list of persons deemed responsible for the crime of apartheid or for
serious violations of human rights. The list will be published in a forthco"ar:q
issue of the Bulletin of Human Rights, with a view to qivinq it wide pUblicity.

Notes

1/ Official Records of the Rconomic and Social Council, 1997, supplemer.
No. 5 (£/1987/18), cha~. 11, sect. A.

~/ Repf)rt of the World Conference on San~tions against Racist Soutt. Africa,
Paris, 16-20 June 1986 (United Nations pUblication, Sales No. E.86.I.23).
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ANNEX

List of Stat~s that have signed, ratified or acceded to
the International Convention on the Suppression and

Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid

Rtate

Afqhanistan

A1qer la

Antigua and Barbuda

Arqentina

Bahamas

Banqlsdesh

Barbados

Benin

Bolivia

Bu1qar la

Burkina Faso

Burundi

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic

Cameroon

Cape Verde

~entra1 African Republic

Chad

China

Conqo

Costa Rica

Date of signature

23 January 1974

6 June 1975

7 October 1974

27 June 1914

3 February 1976

4 March 1914

23 October 1974

DAte of receipt of the
L '3trument of ratification

or accession

6 July )983 ~/

26 May 1982

7 October: 1982 ~/

7 November 1985

31 March 1981 ~/

5 February 1985 ~/

7 February 1979 y

30 December 1974

6 October 1983 !!/

18 July 1974

24 October 1978

12 July 1978 f!/

2 December 1975

1 November 1976 ~/

12 June 1919 f!/

8 May 1981 ~/

23 October 1974

18 April 1983 2.-/

5 October 1983 !!/

15 October 1986 ~I
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State

Cuba

Czechoslovaki~

Oemocratic Kampuchea

Democr~tic Yemen

Ecuador

Eqypt

El Salvador

Ethiopia

Gabon

Gambia

Germ~n Democ~~t1c Republic

Ghana

Guinea

Guyana

Haiti

Hunqary

India

Iran (Islamic Republic of)

Iraq

Jamaica

Jordan

Kenya

Kuwa it

Lao People's Democratic
Republic

Date of signature

29 Auqust 1975

31 July 1974

12 "'arch 1975

2 "'ay 1974

) ...arch 1974

26 Apd1 1974

1 July 1975

30 "'arch 1976

5 June 1974

2 October 1974
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Date of receipt of the
instrument ot r.tification

or acc••elon

1 Febru.ry 1977 ~/

25 "'arch 1976

28 July 1981 !/

12 ....y 1975

13 June 1977 !/

30 November 1979 !./

19 September 1978 !/

29 February 1980 !/

29 December 1978 !/

12 Auqust 1974

1 Auqust 1978 !/

J ....nch 197!i

30 Septembec 1977 ~/

19 Decembe r 19'" !/

20 June 1974

22 September 1917 ~/

18 April 1985 !/

9 July 1975

18 Pebruary 1977

23 Pebruary 1977 !/

5 October 1981 !/

/ ...
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~t!

Lesotho

Liber ia

Lib"an Arab Jamahiriya

-.adaqascar

~aliHves

~a1i

~exico

~onqolia

~ozambique

Namibia

Nepal

Nicaraqua

~iqer

Niqerla

Oman

Panama

Pakistan

Peru

Philippine~

l'oland

Qatar

Romania

Rwanda

Saint Vincent and the
Gren;JdlneS

Date of signature

17 ~ay 19,4

26 Jun@ 1974

3 Apr 11 J.q74

7 May 1976

2 ~ay 1974

7 June 1974

18 ~arch 1975

6 September 1974

15 October 1974

Date of receipt of the
iMHrument of rat if icatiorl

or accession

4 November 1983 !I

5 November 1976 ~/

8 July 1976 y

26 May 19'/7 ~/

24 Apr 11 1984 ~/

~9 Auqust 1917 ~/

4 ~arch 1980 ~/

8 Auqust 1975

18 kPri1 1983 ~/

11 November 1982 ~/

12 July 1977 ~/

28 March 1380 ~/

28 June 1978 ~;

31 March 1977

16 March 1971

27 Pebruary 1986 !/

1 November 1978 ~/

44 January 1978

15 March 1976

19 March 1975

15 Auqust 1978

2l JilnUl!lry 198\

9 November 1981 ~/

/ ...



State

Sao Tome and Principe

:;eneqal

S"_yche lleR

Somalia

Sri Lanka

,C;udan

Suriname

Sy. ~al' Arab Republic

Toqo

Trinidad and Tobaqo

Tunisia

llqanda

Ukrainian Sovipt socialist
Republic

nnion of Soviet Socialist
Republic8

United Arab F:mirates

United Repuhl ie of Tanzania

Venezuela

Viet Nam

Yuqosll1 .... ia

~a ire

Zambia

~/ Accession.

Date of signature

2 Auqust 1914

10 October 1974

17 .1 anuar y 1914

7 Apr il 191..,

11 March 191)

20 Pebruary 1974

12 February \974

9 September 191~

11 October ]9"74

1\/42/449
F.nq I itjh
Paqe 9

Date of rf:;ceipt of the
in5trument of r at if icat ion

or accession
.., October 1979 ~/

18 February 1977 ~/

11 Ft>brll"ry ]1)78 ~/

28 ,January 1975

18 February 1982 ~/

21 March 1917

1 ,Jun.- 1980 ~/

18 .June 1976

24 May 1984 al

29 October 1979

21 January 1977 ~/

10 ,Iune 1986

10 Novemher 197"1

26 November 191')

I'> October 191'1

11 .Iune 1916 !!/

2A .lanuary 19tH ill

<} ,lune 1981 ~/

,Ju 1y J<J7'l

11 ,July 197B ~/

14 Ff'br u~ry l'ltn ~I


