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Report of the Secretary-General

1. The GeneraJ. ASBumbly, by ita resolution 39/46 of 10 December 1984, adopted and
opened for signature, ratification and accession the Conventiou against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Puniahment ~nd called upon all
Governments to consider signinq and ratifying the Conventiun as a matter of
priority. The Convention was opened for siqnature at New York on 4 February 1985.

2. By ita resolution 41/134 of 4 Dec9mber 1986, the General Assembly took note
with appreciatiun of the report of the Secretary-General on the etatue of the
Convention (A/41/511), r~quested all States that had not yet done eo to become
parties to the Convention aa a matter of prioritYI invited all States, upon
ratification of or acceBsion to the Convention, to consider the possibility of
making the decl.uat!ons provided for in art lcles 21 and 22 of the Convention,
requested the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission on Human Rights at itA
forty-th i nl B(!BSioll and to t.he General I\sBembly ilt ita forty-second Aesftion II

report, C)fl the status of thp Convenlion, and decided to conAider the report of the
Secretary-General at ita forty-second Bession under the item entitled "Torture anrl
other cruel, inhuman or deqradinq treatment or punishment".

3. By itA ret101ution )<)87/.30 ,)f 10 March 1987, the Commissiul1 on Human Rights
expreoRed ita llpprec iat: ion to those Statefl that had raL i fled the Convention,
reiterated itH requeRt: to all States that had not yet done Ba to siqn and rbtify
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th., Convention a8 a mattp.r of priority, with a view to an parly e.'try into force of
the Convention, reque~ted the Secretary-General to continue su ,itting to the
General Assembly and to the Commisuion on Human Rights annl1al reports on the status
of the Convention, and decided to consider the report of the Secretary-General at
its forty-fourth sesslon under the suh-item entitled "Torture and other cruel,
inhuman 'lr degrad ing treatment or punishment I'.

4. The Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment
or Punishment (General Assembly resolution 39/46, annex) enl.ered into force on
26 June 1987, on the thirtieth day after the date of the dep08it with the
Secretary-General of the twentiE"th instrument of ratification or accession, as
provided fu( in article 27, paragraph 1, of the Convention.

~. As at 31 July 1987, the Convention had been ratified or acceded to by
22 States. In addition, 40 States had signed the Convention. The list of States
that have signed, rat!fied or acceded to the Convention, as well as the dat~s of
their signature, ratification or accession is contained in the annex to the present
repot t.

6. AR at the same date, six of tho Statft8 parties to the Convention, namely
Argentina, Denmark, France, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland, had made the
declarations provided for in articles 21 and 22 of the Convention. Under
~rticle 2i, a State party to the Convention may declare at any time that it
recognizes the competence of the Committee against Torture to receive and consid~r

communications to the effect that a State party claims that another state ~arty 1,
not fUlfilling its obligations under the Convention. Undur article 22, d State
party to the Convention may declare at any time that it recognlz~s the competence
of the Committee to receive and consider communications from or on behalf of
individ~111s subject to its jurisdiction who claim to be victims of a violation by a
State party of the provisions of the Convention.

7. The provisions of articles 21 and 22 entered into force on 26 June 1987 in
accordance with raraqraph 2 of article 21 and paragraph 8 of article 22.
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ANNEX

List of States which have signed, ratified or ~cceded to
the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman

or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

state

Afghanistan

A1ger ia

Argentina !!/

Australia

Austria

Belgium

Belize

Bolivia

Bt'azil

Bulgaria

Byeloru6sian Soviet
Socialist Repuhlic

Cameroon

C~nada

China

Colombia

COSCll Rica

Cuha

Cyprus

'zet.:hoslovak ia

Uenmar k !!/

Domi~ican Republic

«;cuador

Egypt

1<' in land

f"rance ~./

Gahon

Date of signature

4 February 1985

26 November 1985

4 February 1985

la December 1985

14 March 1985

4 February 1985

4 February 1985

23 September 1985

10 June 1986

19 December 1985

23 August 1985

12 December 1986

10 Ap U 1985

4 I"ebruary 1985

27 January 1986

9 October 1985

8 Sf' tember 1986

4 Febr'Jary 1985

4 February 1985

4 February 1985

4 Febrwsry 1985

4 February 1985

21 January 1986

Date of receipt of the
instrument of ratification

or accession

1 Apr 11 1987

24 September 1986

29 July 1987

17 March 1986 E/

16 December 1986

13 March 1981

19 December 1986 El
24 June 1987

27 May 1987

25 June 1986 £1

18 February 1986
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State

Gambia

German Democratic Republic

Germany, Federal Republic of

Greece

Guinea

Hungary

Iceland

Indonesia

Israel

Italy

Liechtenstein

r,uxembourq

Mexico

Morocco

Nett. H lands

New Zealand

Nicaragua

Norway ~/

Panama

Peril

Phi'l ippines

Pol.."lOd

Port.ugal

Senegal

Sierra Leone

Spain

Sudan

Sweden !./

Switzerland ~/

Togo

Date of signature

23 October 1985

7 April 1986

13 October 1986

4 February 1985

May 1986

28 November lq86

4 February 1985

23 October 1985

22 October 1986

4 l<~ebruary 1985

27 June 1985

22 f'ebruary 1985

18 March 1985

8 January 1986

4 February 19H5

14 January 1986

15 Apr 11 19'i5

4 February 1985

22 February 1985

29 May 1985

13 January 1986

4 February 1985

4 February 1985

lli March 1985

4 February 1985

4 June 1986

4 Fehruary 19115

4 February 1985

25 March 1987

Date of receipt of the
instrument of ratification

or accession

15 April 1987

23 January 1986

9 July 1986

lli ,June 1986 !!/

21 Auyust 1986

8 January 1986

2 Deceml.er 1986

/ ...



State

Uqannll

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republ le

!Inion of Soviet Socldlist
R£'publics

Uni.tecl Kingdolll of
Great nritdin and
NOL l.ltern I re 1and

Date of signature

27 February 19H6

ID ()ecembp'l ~H~

15 March i9U5

4 February 1985

15 l"ebruary 19H5
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Date of re~eipt of the
inatrument of ratification

.or acc~l.!!!.2!!

3 November 1986 El
24 February 1~87

] March l<JrD

24 Octohf-,r 1986

i!1 Mad .. the d(~clilr':ltifJnn unner article" 21 <"lnd 22 of the Conv~ntion.


