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I. INTHODUCTION

1. Ay its resolution 41/3 of 16 October 1986, the General ABsembly took not~ with
satisfaction of the report of the Secretary-General (A/41/532) and approved the
conclusionu and recommendations of the second general meetintJ b\i!tween
representatjves of the 8ecretari~t8 of the United Nations and other olganizations
of the united Nations system and the secretariat of the Organization of the Islamic
Conference (io!,g., sect. III C), which was held at Geneva from 28 to 30 July 1986.

2. By the Rame resolution, the General Assembly requested the United Nations and
the Orqanization of the Islamic Conference t~ continue co-oper4tion in their common
search for solutions to ~lobal problems, such as queBtions relating to
international peace and security, disarmament, self-determination, decolonization,
fundam~ntal humall rights and the establishment of a new int.rnatio~al economic
order. The Assembly further encouraged the specialized agenciee and other
organizations of the United Natinnu system to continue to expand their co-operation
with the Organization of the Islamic Conf~rence, particularly by negotiating
co-operation agreements, and invited them to m\lltiply the contacts and meetings of
focal pOLnts for co-operation in priority areas of irlterest to the United Nations
and the )rganization uf the Islamic Conferp.nce. The Assembly requested the
Secretary-General to strengthen co-operation and co-ordination between the United
Nations and other organizations ()( the United Nations system and the Organization
of the Islamic Conference to serve the mutual interests of the two organizations in
the political, economic, social ftnd cultural fields.

3. The General Asuembly also recommended that a co-ordination meeting of the
focal points of the lead agencieB of the Unitf~d Nations anrl the Organization of thf'
Islamic Conference should be organized at a time and place to be determined through
consultations with the organizations concerned. It also expressed its appreciation
for the efforts of the Secretary-General in the promotion of co-operation between
the United Nations and th~ Organization of the Islamic Confprcncp, and e~preaAed

the hope that he would continue to strengthen the mechaniemn of co-operation
between the two orqanizations.

4. 'I'hp present report deals wi th the meaRUCet taken to implemer.t the
auove-mentioned prOVisions of General Assembly resolution 41/3. Section TI
provides a brief account of the consultations between the representatives of thp
two organizations and their representation at meetings. Sections III nnd IV HPt

out the developments in regard to co-operation between the united Nations ~ystem

and the Orqanizatio~ of the Islamic Conferen~e.

I I. CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN REPRESgNTATlVES OF' 'I'Hr. UNITED NATIONS
AND THE ORGANIZATION OF THF. ISLAMIC CONFERENCE AND
REPRESENTATION AT MEETINGS

5. On 2 October 1986, the Ministers tor Foreign Affairs of the States memberA of
the Organization of the Islamic Conference held their annual ra-ordination meeting
at United Nations Headquarters to review items on the agenda of the forty-first

/ ...
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BHRaion of the General Assembly, particularly thotle which were of gl'ent. concern and
interest to the organization ot the Islamic Conference. The meetinq undertook an
examination of the current international situation, rtealinq specifically with
issues concerning the Middle East, the Iran-Iraq war, Afghanistan, the critical
economic situation in Africa, and Namibia and South Africa. It emphaalzert the
importance of holding an International Peace Conference on the Middle East and
reiterated its Jetermination to adhere to the r~solutio"R of the Gen~l'al Assembly
on the 8ubject.

6. On 3 Octobe~, the Secretary-General of the Organization of the Islamic
Conference met with the Sec~etary-Generalof the Unitpd Nations in New York Nnd
discussed matters of mutual concern to their two or~anization8.

7. At the invitation of the Otganization of the Islamic Conference, the
Secretary-General attended the Fifth Islamic Conference of Heads of state or
Government, held in Kuwait from 26 to 29 January 1987. In his st8tf~ment at the
inaugural meeting, the Secretary-Ge~~ral informed the St~tes m~mbel'a of the Summit
Conference of the efforts being made by the United Nations to resolve the problems
that their countries were facing, inclUding the Iran-Iraq war, the qUAstion of
Palestine, the situation in the Middle East, the question of Lebanon, the situation
in Afghanistan, the question of Cypru~, the situation in South Africa, the strugglp.
against apartheid, the question of Namibia, the emergency situation in Africa and
the financial crisis of the United Nations. The Secretary-General notpd that all
regional organizations share with the United N~tionA the broad aims of
international co-operation for peace and development, and expressed reliance on the
Organization of the Islamic Conference to play its full part in promoting the qo~l~

of the United Nations. The SAcretary-General met with tho Chairman of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference, His Highness the Emir of Kuwait, Aheikh
Jaber AI-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and discussed a wide range of i~dues.

8. The Conference decided to hold thp. Sixth Islamic Summit. Conferp.l\ce in Senegal
in 1990 and the seventeenth Islamic Conference of Ministers for Forp.iqn Affairs in
Jordan in the beginning of 1988.

I J I. CO-OPERA'rION IN THE POLITICAL r'n~LD

A. Political and security related mutters

9. The Fifth Islamic Summit Conferp.nce, held in Kuwait from 26 t.o
2~ Jdnuary 1987, reaffirmed earlier decisions and undertook new initiatives with
regard to various aspect9 of the situation in the Middle East, the Iran-Iraq war,
the situation in Afghanistan, as well as other political issues with which the
United Nations is also currently involved, namely, su~port for an International
Peace Conference on the Middle East under the auspices of the United Nations,
support for the liberation struggle of the peoples of Namibia and South Africa, the
questions of the critical economic situation in Africa, the Comorian island of
Mayotte, international'terrorism, the aerial and naval attack against the Li~yan

Arab Jamahiriya by the United Stat~s of America, the problem of the Horn ~r Africa
and the refugee problems.

/ ...
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10. During the period under review, co-operation between the Organization of the
Islamic Conference and the Department of Political and Security Council Affairs of
the United Nations Secretariat was marked by a continued exchange of information on
political questions and by informal consultations as the occasion warranted. The
Permanent Observer of the organization of the Islamic Conference to the United
Nations continued to transmit to the Department pertinent reports and resolutions
adopted by that Organization on questions relating to political and security
matters.

11. The Organization of the Islamic Conference reaffirmed its full support of the
resolutions concerning Namibia and South Africa, adopted by the General Assembly
and other bodies of the United Nations. The Fifth Islamic Summit Conference urged
the Security Council to impose comprehensive and effective sanctions against South
Africa, in conformity with the provisions of Chapter VII of the Charter of the
united Nations. It also reaffirmed that Security Council resolution 435 (1978)
remains the only basis for the accession of Namibia to independence. It called
upon member States to increase substantially their support and all forms of
assistance to the liberation movements of Namibia and South Africa. It also
expressed full solidarity with the front-line States and other neighbouring States
for their support of the African National Congress of South Africa, the Pan
Africanist Congress of Azania and the South West Africa People's Organization.

12. The Fifth Islamic Summit Conference also strongly condemned the minority
regime of South Afrita for its apartheid policy and declared it to be the main
obstacle to peace, security, stability and development in the region. The south
African regime was condemned for the plundering of national resources of Namibia,
including material resources, in flagrant violation of the provisions of
Decree No. 1, for the Protection of the Natural Resources of Namibia, issued by the
United Nations Council for Namibia. It called upon the security Council to explore
all ways and means that are available to it to accelerate the independence of
Namibia.

13. Representatives of the Organization of the Islamic Conference participated in
the meetings of the security Council, the General Assembly, the meetings of the
Sub-Committee on Petitions, Information and Assistance of the Special Committee on
the Situation~with ,regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and the Special Committee
against Apartheid, at their invitations.

B. Outer space

14. The Outer Space Affairs Division of the Department of Political and security
Council Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat continued its co-operation with
member States of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), particularly in
implementing, for their benefit, the recommendations of the Second United Nations
Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. 1/ The
co-operation in 1986 included regional and international meetings under the
auspices of the United Nations Programme on Space Applications. The Division also
carried out technical advisory missions in Iraq and Tunisia in 1986 on the basis of

I ...
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reports Bubmitted by them to the United Nations. Within the framework of the
Programme on Space Applications, long-range fellowshipe are offereri annually hy
member States and international organizations, and at present candidates from
Democratic Yemen, Indonesia and the Syrian Arab Republic, are among the recipie"ta
in this Programme. Furthermore, member states of OIe nominateri candidate~ for
participation in the int~rnational traininq cou~se and meeting of experts. These
include participation of the aIC member States from Africa and Asia in the Eleventh
United Nations/Food and Aqticulture Organization of the united Nations (FAO)
Tnternational Training Course on Remote Sensing Applications in Agricultural
~tatistics, the United Nations regional meeting of 9xperts on space technology
applications in the Indian Ocean rogion, and the united Nations/European Space
Agency training course on drought asressment and vegetation monitoring.

e. Disarmament

15. As in the past, the Department for Disarmament Affairs of the United Nations
Secretariat continued its co-operation with the Organization of the Isl~mic

Conference, in particular by listing, as appropriate, under various di8arm...m~nt
agenda items of the General Assembly, resolutions adopted by the Organization,
which with other resolutions, appear in official docu~ents of tho United Nations.
The Department is ready to extend to the Organization, at ita request, any
assistance aimed at enhancing its activities 1~ the disarmament field.

IV. CO-OPERATION IN THE FIEa~n OF' I1:CONOMIC, ROCI Af~ AND
CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

16. During the period under review, a close co-operlltive relationship continued
betwe~n various organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations syRtcm and
the Organization of the Islamic Conference. As of now, eight organs and
organizations of the United ~ations system have concluded formal agreements and
memoranda of co-operation with the Organization of the Islamic Cnnferencp. Rcveral
organizations have expressed keen interest In est8bliahil~ co-operative
relat ionships with orC. Many reBolut ions adopted at the Fift:.h I F1lamic Summit
Conference reflected support of the Islamic countr tee for the relevant ronolut i(ln~

of the United Nations.

A. Department of Internation~l Economic and Social Affairs

17. In the context ot its research and studies on various economic t~sueH, the
Department of International Economic and C;ocial Affairs of t~':l United NationB
Secretariat d~velops national edonometric models for the analysis of economic
outlook and the evolution of economic policy of particular countries within the
Organization of the Islamic Conference.

18. In the World Economic Survey that it isoues annually, the Department also
reports on international economic d~velopmentB of importance to Member StateA,
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including those of OIC. As in the p~nt, the Department L8 rectdy to co-np~rate with
ale 1n the preparation of atudiea in 8pecific areaA.

19. In the ar~a of statistics, the D~partmftnt exchanges on a reqular hasis with
the Statistical Economic ann Rcx:ial Rnuearch and 'rrlll1ning Centre for Islamtc
Countries of ale information on the development of socio-Aconomic statintic8 ~nd

lndicatorll.

20. RelHting to population issues, the Department has preparQd, at the request of
the United Nationo Fund for Population Activitiepj, tables OJl the popl1lation policy
of momber State. of ale with r.espect to curnnt rateft of population qrowth,
fertility rates, levels of mortality and morbidity, international immigration,
internal migration etc. (detailed statistics are availabltl at the Unitec't Nation',
Secutar lat) •

B. Q!partmvnt of Technical Co-operdtion for Development

2. The Department of Technical Co-operation for the Development of the United
Nations Becretariat is following up thft recommendations of the second genoral
meeting with the secretariat of the Orqanization of the Islamic Conference with
respact to consolidating and strengtheninq co-operation in the priori~y ar~an

previously agreed upoh, namely, the development of Rchnce and technology,
investment mechanisms and joint vontures, and technical co-operation among Islamic
countries in connection with the ongoing activities of the Dera~tmpnt.

22. 'l'he Departmvnt is currontly prnparlng enorqy studies in Banglac'tesh, Djibollti,
Egypt, Guinea-Risaau, Iran (Islamic Republic of), l<'lwait, Malftyriia, MaldtveR .lnrl
Pakistan, and helping to install comput'" systems and prOVide ter::mlclI] traininq In
all the momber States of the Organization of tho Islamic Conferenco. Th~

DfJpartment Is abo provit'ling lnst.1tutlonl1l l'Jupport to la nllm~r of nnUona.1 relH'lIrch
and technical lnstitutes located in the countrioD of tho membArA of OIC.

23. In seeking to promote technicl'l co-operat ion among IHlamic COllntr lea, thE'
D~partmont utilized 180 uxpertB from AIgrria, Hanqlad~Ah, Aurkln~ FaRo, Cameroon,
Eqypt, IndonAsh, Iran (Iolamic Hf'puhllc of), Ir1\4, ,)oc<1dn, loebt'lnon, MnlnyAit'l,
MaH, Morocco, Nigeria, Pakilltan, Heneqai, the HUdan, the Syrian Arab Repuhlic,
Tunisia, Turkey and Ugand~J and, in 1986, the Department made arranqAmanta to
provide 275 fellowshtpA in AICJeria, Aanqladooh, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Int'loneain,
Jordan, Kuwait, Malayaio, Mali, Mt'luritania, Moro:~o, Nigerift, the NIgor, Phklstan,
Hauni Arabia, Senegal, th" Sudan, Tunisia and the lInltec't Arab l''1iratf'"I. 'l'h.·
Department is inter .:ed in oxpc!lndinq its roster of experts from developinq
countries and in obtaining information on training opportllnitip~1 in devP1.opinq
countriea. In thiA connection, tt has appreciated the informatton cnncorntnq
trat,ning courses pr.ovided by the r.t.atiRtical Economic ano Hoci,,1 RlHwarch ann
Traini,ng Centre for Isldmic Countr If'f1 (SESRTCTC), ann hOPfHi that t.h ... 10nq plnnlwd
seminar on sma1l-Rcale mininq will lnk ... place in ]988.

I . ..
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24. '['lIu DU~hH tment cont illl.. "1I l'1cti vely to promote follow-up inve.. tme"t for i tB
projeGte (IMIt: year t.he United NlItions nevelopment Programme (UNDP) reportAI1
$2.1 billion of inveRtmunt commitment related to the projocts of th~ Dopartmont)
anci in co··op8r.at:ing with the United Nations Indulltrhl Development Orgllnization
(lJNlOO), thu dUF.liqnated load age~oy, to develop inve.t'.ment meohanhms anCl jot nt
venturu arrangoments in the countrie. of OIC. The Department ia interested in
UNlOO'1I propoPJ.,' ~ tOt establishing a pOlt-university training In.dtution, undfH'
the auapicea of the rMlamic Development Bank, to identify and apprai8ft invefttmont
projects, for preparing an inventory of consultancy capabilities in Islamio
countrie6, and for fttudying the role of development finance inltitut:ona and
I fllamio banks in the formulation and promotion of joint ventures. F'or ita part tho
Department will continue to assiat OIC member States in identifying priority
economic !I(lctorla Clnd Buh-sectors in connection with national development pltUlS "ncl
in promot.inq national L'8sources development, throuqh the preparation of tftohnic:ul
and economic Htu~ieu, and in assisting in negotlationA with potential investora.

25. Infnrrnntinn on specific activitiel of the Department in OIC member Stl:ltCJl. in
available to ~h~ Organization of the relamic Conference upon request. The
n~partm~nt looks forward to closer collaboration with the Organization in ordar to
promoto tunhntnal co-operation ftmong the rllami Statel and accelerate the oconomic
cll'vfllopment of the member states.

C. United ~ation8 Conf~renee on Trade and Development

26. HI.I1f'fl l~IU, the tlnited Nations Conft:Hl:\nCe on 'tlrado tlnd Development (tlNCTJ\r»)
htlFJ provjdl'd ,.ll"UvtJ lJupport to the IL'llamie 'fnlde Devolopment CentrA (I'I'()C), ono of
the np'Ht~tlnnal orqanM of. orc. 'l'he A'JPport eonnietod of teehni,cal asmlfltNlc'f)
minlll.ona, pr.·tlvial.on of dato on ttade cuntrc)1 meanUrltR, "pechl l!Jtat isticl'Jl
cnmpll~tion, t~chnical notoR and maj0 r contributions to monographic publica~ion".

'J.7. In Novumbur 1984, under the 4uflplc.us or llNCTAD/ITDC, a Aem,l.nar on the qlnblll
ijyetem of trnde prafurencae wan orqanlzodJ reAourca pernons and teehnic81
backfJruund pnpurs were provided by UNCTAO. In addition, two relmuree perflOnfl wor~

mado Llvallt1blu fur tho meet ings or thc) I81amic Confp.renctl on Foconomic Co-oporation
Rnd lnfolrnntl.on, hold at I~mir, Turkey, in Bopt~mbAr 19H6.

~u. Ttlv UNCTAD Adviuory Service on TranHfor of T~chnology haD provided tochnlc«l
anci operational a,u1iatance to lIome mAmL",c countr iO/1 of' OIC. Under 11 projec~t:. rlJnd.~d

by the Ialarnlc nevalopmtlnt Bank (IOU), a seminar WGII held at ,Jedd"h, Crom 10 to
l8 Novomber 1986, for high-level govornmental officials dealing with policy
formulation and implementation. ale will be invited to a leminar for the Arab
leaBt devuloped ~ountries (Democratic Yemen, Djibouti, Romalia, the Sudan and
Yemen), which io scheduled to tak, plae~ in oarly 1988. The objective of tho
seminar is to strengthen the govornment ministrie8 and department. concerned and to
develop a packago of programmes, pOliCieR and measureD in ordler to prom()tft export.f]
and rationalize imports.

29. In the Area of shipping, under the aegis of the Islamic Development Rank, th~

rslamic Rosearch and Training InAtitutA (IRTI) requested the UNCTAD secretariat to

I . ..
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undertake a study that would identify the conlll,ercial poten1-.ial for greater maritime
co-operation among OIC member countries. Further to this request, :: draft pr0ject
proposal was prepared that is currently under consideration by IRTI.

30. As the scope of the initial requested study is extremely comprehensive, it was
suggested that a first phase could aIr-eady be laun~hed that would consist of a desk
study that would make use of readily available information and data from the United
Nations system. This would be an important first step that could be followed up by
further work.

31. The basic terms of reference for the study are to determine for each country
the size and composition of the national fleet and the demand for maritime
transport generated by the foreign trade of the countries concerned, as well as the
degree of participation of the national fleet in different trades. Particular
attention will be given to intra-OIC trades.

32. The UNCTAO secretariat has suggested that the following countries should be
included in this study: Algeria, Bangladesh, Egypt, Indonesia, Kuwait, Malaysia,
Morocco, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Turkey. It would cover the entire shiD~ .ng
sector: tanker, dry bulk carriers and liner trade (including containerships),
taking into considera~ion the following: existing availability of national ships~

patterns of trade; degrees of participation of national and OIC shipping~ likely
future development of OIC fleets, trades and relevant participation in same~

relevant institutional, shipping regulatory and political Eactors and, finally,
cost and freight (revenue) factors.

33. It should be added that OIC, lOB and IRTI will certainly be interested in the
follow-up to the progra~ne of action on co-operation among developing countries in
the area of shipping, ports and multimodal transport, which the ad hoc
intergovernmental meeting of senior officials will consider during the meeting to
be held at Geneva from 21 to 25 September 1987.

O. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

34. The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
continues its policy of close co-operation with the Organization of the Islamic
Conference by maintaining frequent contact through regular visits and by an
exchange or information of mutual interest.

35. In line with this policy, a UNHCR delegation led by the High Commissioner
attended the Fifth Islamic Summit Conference in Kuwait.

36. An agreement of co-operation between the two organizations was finalized in
JUly 1986, and might be signed before the end of 1987.

37. UNHCR continues to act as a focal point of the United Nations system for
matters related to assistance to refugees.

/ ...
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F. World Food Programme

38. The co-operative relationship between the World Food Programme (WFP) and the
Organization of the Islamic Conference rema~ned the same as it was described in
1986 in the report of the &ecretary-General to the General AsSftmbly at its
forty-first session (see A/41/S32, sect. V, L).

39. WFP attended the second general meeting between representatives of the
secretariats of the United Nations and other organizations of the United Nations
system and the secret~riat of the Organization of ~he I3lamic Conference, held at
Geneva from 28 to 30 July 1986. On that occasion, it held discu8~ions with the
staff and the delf!gatlon of OIC, and had the opportunity to draw their attention to
the possibility of co-operation in tne field of emergenci~s and humanitarian
~ssist,nce, including collaboration wi~~ Islamic non-governmental organizations.
WFP r~iterated that it would respond positively to any act~on for co-operation.

40. Detailed statistics of WFP food aid to mt.mber countries of the OIC aB at
31 December 1986 are available at the WFP secr~t~riat.

41. The Progl:amme would welcome any at'tion taken by the United Nations system and
orc to promote concrete co-operat ion bet.'p-en tl:c two parties.

!' ~nternatlonal Labour Organisatic...n

4~. The reldtion8 between ILO and ~!C date from 1980. Two experts from the OIC
secretariat Cdffie to the Social Security Department of ILO for information on social
security conventions existing in Islamic countries. Following this, lLO received a
letter from OIC, asking for technicd1 aSt.ibtance in the preparation of a standard
conventio., for Islamic countries. lLO rluly repUed, and a standard bil~teral

convention was sent to OIC.

43, ILO has participated in several experts' meetings organized by Ole, including,
the expl I ':9' meeting at Ankara on the exchanqe 'f manpowe'r and social security
agreements and the meeting at Kuala Lumpur devoted to the same subject.

44. ILO will give its technical aid for a follow-up to this question, since OIC
could play an important role in the conclusion for social security conventions
betweeo countries of emigration and immigration members of OIC, ~s well as to
promote the ratification by them of ILO Conventions (Nos. 19, 118 and 15'1)
concerninq equality of treatment and the maintenance of rights in social security.

45. In the manpower and labour ,market fields, several consultations were held by
the Director of the Statistical, Economic and Social Research Training Centre for
Islamic Countries (Ankara). ,\t a subsequent meeting held at the Centre, two ILO
officials pa~ticipated and presented a paper on statistical requirements and
planning needs.
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46. In the vocational training field, various inquiries were made and visits paid
to the Islamic Centre for Technical and Vocational Training and R9search of Ole at
Dhaka, Bangladef.lh. When the Il.a Regional Advitler on Vocational Training visited
the Centre, it was expected that there might be a possibility for collaboration
with it when it became fully operational by the end of 1986.

47. During the past few years, there were various contacts between the ILO Bureau
of Statistics and the Statistical, Economic and Social Research Training Centre for
Islamic Countries. At therequQst of the Director of the Centre, ILO contributed
to the preparation of the agenda of the second meetinq of the Heads of National
Statistics Organizations of the orc member States and participated at the meeting,
presenting a paper on thu availability, timeliness and accuracy of statistics in
Islamic countri~s. At the country level, the ILO Bureau of Statistics, chrough itc
regional adviser on household surveys based in the Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia (EdCWA), assisted in several OIe member countries in establishing
or devel~ping their capability in labour force and related surveys. Of course, for
the future, thib type of co-operation could be strengthened and extended to human
renources, development and employment fields with particular emphasis on ~'outh

employment. Otherwis~, various contacts had been made through the ILO office in
Kuwait.

48. The major fields of current ILO assistance in Ole member countries are
vocational training (15 countries), employment and manpower planning (seven
countries), co-operative promotivn and development (six countries), management
training and small er.terprise development (si~ countries), small and cottage
industr ies (five countries), popUlation and family welfare (four countries), hotel
and tourism training (three countries), \!0rking conditions (three countries), trade
promot ion (including labour export) (two countr ies), refugees (two countr ies) ,
gainful activities for women (one country), and social security (two countries).

49. In adu i t ion to these country projects, Ole member countr ies are also being
dssiAted through regional projects. ILO has sent a letter to the OIe secretariat
at Jeddah requesting it to identify possible activiti s fJr co-operation.
Co-operation has bern taking place in the following fields: manpower and labour
market, vocational training and social security, and social security.

50. In regard to social security, the Qffice has participated in the Expert
Meeting on Labour and Sac ia1 Securi ty f.nd has provided ILO documentat ion and
mater ia 1 for lh~ l\lll<:Ha Centr~ of OIC. It is expected that ILO would be invi ted to
the next expert mf.\.· in').

H. U,O took part in the second qeneral meeting between the United Nations and
oIe, hplrl at Geneva in July 1986.

52. 'rhorn is considerable potential for increased co-operat ~.on between ILO and
memLer countries 0f OIC, which can be facilitated and strengthened by a systematic
collahoration with the CIC secretariat.
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G. Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

53. FAO continues to co-operate very closely with the Organization of the Islamic
Conference. Some of the highlights of the activities covering this co-operation,
for the period of one year from March 1986, are given below.

Meetings and documentation

Islamic Summit Conference

54. A senior officer from FAO attended the Fifth Islamic Conference of Heads of
State or Government, held at Kuwait from 26 to 29 January 1987. The co-operation
between FAO and OIC was summarized in a document entitled "Report and related
documents of the second session of the Standing Committee for Economic and
Commercial Co-operation of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (COMCEC),
Istanbul, 14-16 March 1986". This document was presented to the Fifth Islamic
Summit Conference by the President of Turkey and was subsequently adopted at that
Conference. The Summit Conference also took note of the invitation of the
Government of Pakistan to host the third meeting of the Ministers of Agriculture of
the member countries of the Organization of the Islamic Conference. This meeting
is likely to take place in Pakistan during the second half of 1988. FAO has been
requested to assist in the preparation of this third ministerial meeting.

Islamic Development Bank

55. A delegation from the Islamic Development Bank visited FAO headquarters on 17
and 18 December 1986. During the course of the various meetings, the delegation
was briefed on the structure, functions and priority programmes of FAO. Similarly,
the policies and structures of the Bank were also outlined. The necessity for
further co-operation between the two organizations and the development of practical
arrangements for co-operation were stressed.

56. It was also agreed that at least one annual meeting and mid-term review
meeting would be held by the two organizations each year. The delegation from the
Islamic Development Bank invited FAO to the next meeting of the Governing Board of
the Bank, which will take place in the second half of March 1987 in Turkey.

57. It was suggested that the network of FAO representatives should be fully
involved in the identification of the projects of the Islamic Development Bank;
they should also brief the missions of the Bank that would be visiting the
countries concerned. After reviewing a number of proposals, it was agreed that FAO
would be requested to submit to the Bank detailed documents and further information
required on selected proposals.

Project analysis

58. FAO contributed a 'lecturer to the seminar on project participation and
evaluation in agriculture and rural development, held at Ankara from 13 October to
7 November 1986. It was sponsored by the Statistical, Economic and Social Research
and Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRTCIC). The prime objective of the
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seminar was to improve the capacity of the participants in formulation, evaluation
and monitor.ing of agro-based and agro-related projects. Participants came from the
following 13 ISlamic countries: Bangladesh, Benin, Guinea, Iran (Islamic Republic
of) I Iraq, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Maldives, Pakistan, Senegal, Sudan, Tunisia,
Turkey and uganda.

Agricultural sector analysis

59. A technical co-operation project is under way for 1987 with the objective of
strengthening the capacity in the institutions of the member countries of OIC in
the field of training in agricultural sector and project analysis, as well as
training of trainers from the OIC countries. The programme consists of reviewing
basic socio-economic concepts, teaching methods and dissemination techniques:" It
is planned that 24 participants will attend the seminars.

Forestry

60. FAO and the Organization of the Islamic Conference have carried out the
following activities in regard to forestry:

(a) with emphasis on facilitating the participation of Islamic countries in
the international excpange of statistics on production and trade in forest
products, a questionnaire has been issued in Arabic, English and French;

(b) In order to assist in the development of sound investment proposals in
afforestation, fuelwood production and tree planting for conservation and
production purposes, a guide to financial analysis of tree growing has also been
published in Arabic;

(c) Requests for assistance under the Tropical Forestry Action Plan, which is
a joint multi-donor approach to forest sector development in the tropics,
co-ordinated by FAO, were received from seven OIC countries. In the Sudan, the
activities of the Tropical Forestry Action Plan have reached the project
identification stage. In Malaysia, preparation of the Plan is now well advanced.
A sector review mission was fielded in Guinea in March 1987. For the other five
countries, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Mauritania, Sierra Leone and Somalia, missions
representing the Plan are under preparation. Several other countries have
indicated interest in obtaining assistance through the Plan;

(d) FAO, as a member of the Technical Advisory Committee of the Transnational
Green Belt Project for North Africa, continued its technical support to this
project and participated in the fourth session of this Committee;

(e) A first phase of a regional project on dune mappi.ng, stabilization and
afforestation was initiated. The project concerns 11 member countries of OIC,
namely, Algeria, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, t>1orocco,
Saudi Arabia, Somalia, the Sudan, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates and Yemen;

(f) A co-operative programme on forest arid land restoration and
desertification control for the Maghreb and Near East countries was formulated and
is being presented to the Governments for finRlization.

/ ...
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Fisher leB

61. The following regional activities were carried out as follow-up to the
recommendations of the 1984 FAO War ld Conference on Fisher les Management. and
Development in the fields of smAll-scale fisheries development, aquaculture and
marketing in which the Islamic countr~es were inv01ved:

(a) The Mediterranean Aquaculture Development Project, funded by UNDP
(1980-1986), provided technical assistance to several Arab-Islamic countries
bordering the Mediterranean Sea. The follow-up phase of this project has been
proposed to the Italian Government for financing and is expected to start in 1988.
UNDP is flmding the bt'ideJing period during 1987.

(b) A subregional project for the development of fishery co-operativ~B in
Democratic Yemen, Somalia, the Sudan and Yemen will commence its activities during
this year and will provide technical assistance and equipment for the strellgtheninq
of small-scale fishermen's co-operatives in these countries,

(c) Given below are the three FAO regi,mal fishery t'!()(Ues cover ing tslamic
countries bordering the Mediterranean Sea, the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Ocean
that play an important role in co-ordinating efforts and enhancing co-operation
between member countries in otder to achieve better management of the resources and
optimum development of the fisheries at the regional level:

(i) Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, the Syrian
Arab Republic, Tunisia and Turkey are members of the General Fisheries
Council for the Mediterranean,

(U) Bahrain, Iraq, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Suudi
Arabia and the Uni ted Arab Emirates are members of the Committee for the
Development and Management of the Fishery Resout'ces of the Gulfs of the
Indian Ocean Fishery Commission (lOre),

(iil) Bangladesh, Indonesia, Malaysia and Pakistan are members of the
Indo-Pacific Fishery Commission, the first threE. ate also memberEi of the
Committee for the Development and Management of Fisheries in the Bay of
Bengal of the IOFe and of the Bay of Bengal Pt'oiect: Development of
small-scale fisheries.

Statist.lcs--
62. In reyard to agr icultural statistics, FA.O has F't'ovided technical assistance to
a number of membet' States of OIC, as follows:

(a) A draft manual for the collection of agr icultural machinery inputs was
prepared,

(h) The Near East Supplement to the 1990 Wot'ld Cen6us of Agriculture
Pt'ogrammes was prepared in draft form. This supplement will be puhlished in both
English and A.rabic,

/ ...



A/42/388
EngliBh
Page 15

(cl A tpchnical research paper on methods of the nomadic livestock
enum('ration in the Near East waB prepared,

(d) A National Demonstration Centre on the 1990 World Census
Programmes was organized at Ankara, during June and July 1986. It
collaboration with OIC and the Turkish Central Statistical Office.
from 14 member countries of OIC attended the training course.

of Agriculture
wae organized in

Par tic ipllnts

Co-operation between FAO and member countr1es of OIC
within the FAO/OIC co-operation framework

63. Within the framework of co-operation between FAO and OIC, FAO approved two
technical co-operation projects for the Government of Bangladesh. These two
projectP are entitled "Flood control and flood protection in Islamic countrhts" and
"Collaboration and co-ordination in re.earch, training and technology in OIC
countries". Consultants have been recruited and are carrying out inve8ti~ations

with member Governments concerned in these two areas. FAO will soon be receiving
the draft report of these consultants, which, after clearance by FAO, will be
forwarded to the Government of Bangladesh, in turn, the Government of Bangladesh is
expected to send it to the secretariat of OIC at Jeddah for further action.

Information systems

64. The Organization of the Islamic Conference and FAO are currently involved in
the following activities in regard to information systemR:

(a) Thirty-two OIC member States participate in the International Information
~~ 'stem for the .\grlcultural Bciances and Technology and 30 in the Current
Agricultural Research Informat: ion System. They all benefit from the system 's
outputs "nd services. The Arab participating centres have been invit.o~ to attend a
technical consultation to be held at Baghdad in April 1987,

(h) FAO continued to provide assistance, on request, to strengthen national
and reg ional agr icultural documentation capac Hies. Missions by FAO staff and
conaultdnls were carried out in 14 countries, and training at headquarters or in
the field was provided to nationals from 17 countries,

(c) Documentation projects ar.e currently being executed 1n Cameroon,
Democratic Yemen, Guinea, Lebanon and Sierra Leone and also for the Arab
Organization for Agricultural Development (AOAD) at Khartoum. Two projects in
Niger and Turkey were completed in 1986.

11. United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

Education

65. UNESCO Go-operated with the Islamic Educational, Sc.i«:>ntific and Cultural
orqanizatfon (ISESOO) in th" following activities:
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(a) A national literacy training course was held in Mauritania from 5 March
to 1 April 1987, consultancy being paid by UNESCO,

(b) A national literacy training course is scheduled to take place at
Islamabad, Pakistan, in August 1987.

Science

66. The UNESCO Regional Oft\ce for Science and Technology for Arab states
maintains close co-operation with the Organization of the Islamic Conference.
Specialists from UNESCO have participated in the following meetings:

(a) The Committee on Science and Technology Co-opr.ration participated in the
Ole roeeting, held at Istanbul from 19 to 21 November lQ86J

(b) The ISESCO symposium on th~ Application of Computers, held at Rahnt from
5 to 19 January 1987.

Culture and communication

67. Co-u~eration between OIe and UNESCO has resulted in the preparation of a
publication on different aspects of Islamic culture.

68. In this regard, the drafting committee established by the Director-General of
UNESCO to supervise the preparation of the publication has among its membern one
official designated by the Director-General upon the suggestion of OIC.

69. The suboidiary organizations of OIC are associated in the preparation of the
pUblication. Thus, the Director-General of ISESCO is the co-director of volume VI
of the publication entitled Islam in the Modern World. The Islamic Foundation for
Science and Technology for Development is being consulted for the preparation of
volume IV entitled Science and Islam.

General programmes and programme support

Office of Stati~cic8

70. During the past veaL, the UNESCO Office of Statistics has supplied IS~SCO,

upon request, with two cOmpL:tel tapes containing statistical infmmation for ISESCO
member States, extracted fro.,.. the UNESCO Statistical Data Bank. It in probable
that up-date~ data will be Bupplied at the appropriate time.

Office of the UNESCO press

71. UNESCO provides its publlcati.ons free of cost to ISESCO and iR willing to
offer ISESCO it3 tacili~ies to translate UNESCO publications, particularly thonc
dealing with Isla.n, into the languaqes it chooses.

I . ..
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I. International Civil Aviation or9a..n1zati~

72. AB reporlocl previously, the International Civil Aviation Organization (leAO)
participated in the first meeting betwpen the Organization of the Islamic
Conference and the organizations of the United Nations system. The Conference has
been informed et ICAO ceadinesR to co-operate/ within ita araa of responsibility,
"'ith mc and that leAD co-'operateR wlth OIC member States. At the pre&ent time,
leAO j 8 prov id lng technical ass istance to the fullowing OIC States:

(a) Africa: Algeria, Benin, Cameroon, Chad, Djibouti, Rgypt, Gabon,
(iuinea-Bissuu, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mali, Mau~itania, Niger, Sierra Leone,
somalia, Sudan and UgandaJ

(b) Middl~ East: Democratic Yemen, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Oman/ Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Syrian Ara~ Republic, Turkey, United Arab Emirates and Yemen,

(c) Asia and the Pacific: Bangladeah, Indon~9in, MalRysia, Maldives and
PakiBtan.

73. l"m i tH part, the IRlamic Conference ot Ministers for Foreign Aff.::.irs has
adopted, at several consecutiv(~ seRsions, a ser iea of resolut iono Oil strengtheninq
the sol idar Ity of their member countries in t.he control of unlawful inte.:ference
w~th civil aviation. These resolutions have condemned Acts of ~ir pira~y and havp
called upon the ale member states to adhere to and meet their obliqationn under the
relevant conventions on unlawful nets against civil aviation drawn up under the
auspicPR of ICAO. These resolutions represent, of cour~e, valuable support for the
work of leAO in the field of civil aviation security.

J. World Health Organization

'104. 'l'III' co-operation of the World Haalt,h OrCjanization (WHO) with the arcjdnization
of thp L: Lamic Conference is limit(~d 8R far as direct contacts are concerned,
however, WHO has maintained extnnoivc co-operation in different he~lth-related

ilC<HW with nevnrClL MUALim countries. 'rhf>se ilctivities are flummarizer. below.

Ilea t th-learnins' mc!ter ials

75. Jordan, Morocco and the Sudan are sharing expertioe, materials and experience
in the Jevelopment and production of teaching and learning m~terials for all
cdteq()[leo of health staff. While Jordan is just beginning itn project, the Rudan
and Morocco have well-establieht'd proj(~cts that are in active production. The
Sudan project will he the focal point - together with the Health T",aching and
LparlllllCJ Mater iaIr:; ClncH lng BOdOt· at the WilD Regional Office for th€! Eastern
Medib'r:rdnean Hegion, locateo at Alexandria - for a network of Arabic-speaking
coun t r I.l.'~; •
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76. An inter-country meeting is planned tor July 1987, which w~.ll bring together
representatives from Jordan, Bahrain, Lebanon and the Syrian Arab Hepublic, in
order to plan individual country project. &8 well a. the development of an
Arabic-speaking network.

2. Environmental h!!!th, water and .anitatton

77. In connection with the International Drinking Water Supply and Sbnitation
Decade (proclaimed for the period 1981-1990 bi the General A8sembly in ita
resolution 35/18 of 10 November 1980), the WHO P.egional Committee of the Eastern
Mediterranean Region requested, in OotJber 198~, the WHO Regional D~rector to
establish a dec,de advisory committee composed of sonior representatives from among
major technical watftr and sanitation sector agencle.. During ita meeting at Cyprus
in September 1986, attended by the foe.l points for the Decade at the country level
from 11 1.1amic countrie., th~ Committee recommended that a regional donors'
consultation be held, involving financing •• w811 a. benefiting agenoie9 from
countries of the eastern Mediterranean re~ion. WHO is at pr ••ent discu&sing
preliminary arrangements for the meeting with the Arab Fund for Economic and Social
Oevelupment and the co-ordination secretariat for the Arab Nationftl and Regional
J.)f.!velopment Institution.

78. The WHO Regional Office for the Easl~rn Mediterrane.n ~Btablished i, 19~5 a
Centre for Environmental Health Activitie. at Amman, ,Tordan. The general objective
of the Centre is to support the Environmental H~ulth Programme in th~ countries of
the region and, in particular, to Itim~late additional resources for environmental
activi ties.

3. Essential drugs and vacc12!!

79. With the support of the WHO Progranlftle Of' E••ential Drugs and Vaccinee, nearly
all the member States of OIC have estabUshed a list ot essential drugtl to guLde
the purchasing and use of pharmaceutic61 products in their countries. Active
programme and support activities are presently going on in 13 of the OIC member
States to develop further these nation/Il programmeB. Import~nt action in thla c'Upa

refers to managerial questions (proce:r8lnent., stocking, distribution), pnHcy and
legislative questions (national drug policiss, formularies), train~ng OL mpdLcal
and managerial health staff, and ongoil"g monitoring and evaluation of the essential
approach to drugs in each country.

4. Collaboration with th& WHO Re9ional Office for the Eap~3rn

Mediter ranean-
80. The Secretary-General of the Islamlc Figh Academy of the Organization of the
Islamic Conference partlcipated in a joint meeting of the L'Jague of the Muslim
World and WHO on Islamic rules governing foods of animal origin. The
Secretary-General of the Acadomy is also a member of the Committee to Study
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Stunning by Electric Shock, established by a resolution adopted at the Jeddah
meeting. The Committee met at the WHO Collaborating Centre for Research and
Training in Food Hygiene and Zoonoses from 30 June to 3 .July 1986.

K. Universal Postal Union

81. The Universal Postal Union (UPU) has taken the initiative in establishing
relations with the Organization of the Islamic Conference by sending it
documentation relating to postal development in the countries covered by that
Organization and by requesting it to let UPU have all the documents of the
Organization in return, in order to establish the basis for an exchange of
information and specific proposals for active co-operation between the two
organizations. So far, OIC has not reacted to the offer of co-operation by UPU.

L. International Monetary Fund

82. The International Monetary Fund has continued to devote particular attention
to the interests of the Organization of the Islamic Conference and its member
countries. The existing close relations with the Islamic countries and their
institutions, particularly the Islamic Development Bank, have been pursued in 1986
in terms of financial'as well as technical assistance.

83. Among the issues of immediate concern to the Islamic world, the Fund has
devoted particular attention to a subject within its specific area of competence,
namely, Islamic banking. Following extensive research, the Fund published in
March 1987 in its series of occasional papers, volume 49 entitled "Islamic
Banking", authored by Zubair Iqbal and Abbas Mirakbor, which provides one of the
most up-to-date scientific treatments of the subje~t.

84. Before its publication, the research paper upon which it was based was the
sUbject in 1986 of extensive discussion by members of the Fund's Executive Board,
meeting in a seminar format.

M. World Meteorological Organization

85. During the second general meeting between the United Nations and the
Organization of the Islamic Conference, WMO briefed the representatives of OIC on
the WMO activities and areas of possible co-operation. WMO is not currently
involved in any specific direct bilateral co-operation with OIC.

N. International Maritime Organization

86. The International Maritime organization (IMO) has not so far had any
activities in the context of bilateral co-operation with the Organization of the
Islamic Conference. It is, however, ready and willing to consider co-operation
with OIC in areas within the competence of IMO and subject to the wishes or
requests of OIC.
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O. International Fund for Agricultural Development

87. The International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD) has continued
during 1986 to accord due consideration to the promotion of co-operation with the
Organization of the Islamic Conference and to supporting the, efforts of the Islamic
countries that are members of both IFAD and orc in order to eradicate hunger and
poverty in their rural areas through the design and impl~~entation of sustained
agricultural and rural development projects and programmes.

88. In the light of the co-operation agreement signed between both organizations
in 1983, which calls for consultation and exchange ~f information between IFAD and
Ole in areas of mutual interest, specifically in improving the food production
capacity of the Islamic countries, IFAD participated in the second general meeting
bet~een the united Nations and the Organization of the Islamic Conference. On this
occasion, IFAD reaffirmed the importance it continuously attaches to fruitful and
practical co-operation with OIC in tackling the food problems of the Islamic
countries.

89. In this connection, it may be mentioned that, during 1986 IFAD approved 21 new
projects with a total financial commitment of approximately $US 157.5 million to be
financed both from the resources of IFAD's regular programme and that of its
Special Progr~mme for Sub-Saharan African Countries Affected by Drought and
Desertification, which became effective in May 1986. Six of these projects with 3

financial commitment by IFAD of about $US 49.6 million were for Islamic countries.
Consequently, by the end of 1986, the total number of IFAD financed projects in
Islamic countries since the Fund started operations in 1978 reached 78 in 29
Islamic countries for approximately $US 1,019 million, representing 39 per cent of
a total number of 198 projects and 43 per cent of the total loan amount of
$US 2,345 million. Out of these 78 projects, 59 amounted to about $US 735 million,
representing 76 per cent of the total number of projects, and 72 per cent of the
total loan amount to th,·'.e countries were provided at highly cOl1cessional terms,
that is, at a 1 per cent service charge and a repayment period of 50 years,
inclUding a 10-year grace period.

90. The investment of IFAD in Islamic countries of about $US 1,019 million helped
mobilize an additional amount of $US 1,569 million from other co-financers.

P. International Atomic Energy Agenc~

91. The Agency has no direct form of co-operation with orc, that is to say, no
formal bilateral agreement or memorandum of understanding, and, in view of this, it
is not in a position to respond precisely to General Assembly resolution 41/3 of
16 October 1986.

92. At the same time, the Agency is providing technical assistance to its member
States, 29 of which are members of the Organization of the Islamic Conference, and
is supporting programmes in priority areas of their interest in accordance with
specific requests submitted by their Governments.
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Note~--
1/ Hep RtJport of the Heoond United Nation" C;ont'erenrft on the li:xploration and

~!£!!JlLl~~-2llF~~ao8,ViennA l 9-21 Au~u~t 1982 (I\/CONF.I01/10 and Corr.l
and 2), pQr~. 426.


