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CRIME PREVENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Note by the Secretaryv-General

1, The Milan Plan ot Action, 1/ unanimouslv adopted bv the Seventh United Nations
Conaress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment ot Otfenders, emphasized the
need to review the tunctionina ana proaramme of work of the United Nations in the
field of crime prevention and criminal justice. 1In response, the General Assembly,
1n its resolution 40/32 of 2Y November 1985, requesterd the Secretarv-General to
initiate such a review uraently, in his report to the Committee on Crime Prevention
and Control to initiate such a review, as A matter of urqency, and to submit a
tinal report to the Economic and Social Council at its tirst reqular session of
Ly87,

2, At its ninth session, held at Vienna trom 5 to 14 March 1986, the Committee on
Crime Prevention and Control examined the results of the initial review undertaken
by the Secretary-General (see E/AC.57/1986/4) and made a number ot racommendations
that were subsequently endorsed bv the Economic and Social Council in 1ts
resolution 1986/11 ot 21 May 1986, This resolution retlected tte evident desire of
the Council to maximize the fruitfulness ot United Nations activities in this
field, and, at the same time, to accord that sphere of work the siinificance it
deserved. At the same session, the Council, in its decision 1986/129 ot

21 Mav 1486, reaffirmed the need to maintain the resources provided to the Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch of the Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs to enable it to continue to discharae its mandated
responsibilities, and requested the Secretary-General to include in the final
review an examination ot the arranaements for periodic conaresses on the prevention
of crime and the treatment of offenders, including their objectives ard results,
periodicity, duration, cost and method of preparation.
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3. The General Assemblv, 1n 1ts resolution 41/107 of 4 December 1986, reaffirmed
the umportance ot such conaresses and their timely preparations, and urqed Member
States and the secretaryv-General to make everv etfort to translate into action, as
appropriate, the recommendations, policies and conclusions adopted unanimously by
the Seventh Conaress. The Assemblv also requested the Economic and Social Council
at its first reqular session of 1987 to examine in depth the functionina and
proaramme of work of the United Nations in crime prevention and ciiminal ‘justice,
taking into account the results of the 1946 review, and deciacd to consider the
issue at its torty-second session, under the item entitled "Crime prevention and
criminal justice”,

4, In pursuance ot General Assembly resolutions 40/32 and 41/107, as well as
Economic and Social Council decision 1986/129, the Secretarv-General submitted to
the Council at its tirst reaular session of the Council of 1987 a final review on
this subject (see E/1Y87/437), The report reflected the results of the initial
review, the recommeniations and quidance provided bv the Committee on Crime
Prevention and Control at 1its ninth session, and the decisions of the Council at
its first reqular session of 1986, The report also took account of consultations
with the United Nations reaional and interreaional institutes on crime prevention
and criminal justice and other linited Nations bodies concerned.

5. In 1ts resolution 1Y87/53 of 28 May 1987, entitled "Review of the functioning
and proqramme ot work ot the lnited Nations in crime prevention and criminal
justice®”, the Economic and Social Council took note with appreciation of the report
of the Secretarv-General (E/1Y87/43), endorsed the recommendations contained in
paraqraph 2 ot that report, and requested the Secretary-General and the bodies
concerned to implement them., Those recommendations touched upon a number of
substantive and oraanizational aspects of tinited Nations activities, including
proaramme present and tuture work oriorities, the role of tiie quinquennial United
Nations conaresses on the prevention of crime and the treatment of otfenders and
that of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control, technical co-operation in
the tield of crime prevention and criminal justice, the role of United ' .tions
reqional and interreaional institutes, revitalization of the functions of the
United Nations Trust Fund for Social Detence, modalities of co-operation between
the Secretariat and ot non-qovernmental orqanizations active in the area of crime
prevention and criminal justice, and the role of the Secretariat.

6. In the same resolution, the Council, recoanizing the pivotal role of the
iInited Nations in pnromoting the exchanae of information, experience and 2xpertise
and closer reqional and international co-operation towards more eftective crime
prevention and criminal justice policies and strategies, requested the
Secretary-General, when implementing the measures and priorities pronosed in
chapter IlI of his report: (a) to develcop the Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice Branch ot the Centre tor Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs as a
specialized body and facilitatina aaent in the field of crime prevention and
criminal ‘justice; (b) to accord prioritvy attention to the prevention and contrcl of
the forms of crime identified in the Milan Plan of Action, includina those of
international dimensions; (c¢) to strenathen technical co-operation activities and
advisory service; (d) to develop practical measures to assist Member States, upon
request, in developina viable crime prevention and criminal justice strateaies and
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in introducina crime prevention and criminal justice proposals in their national
development plans; (e) to devise strateqies for the practical follow-up by the
United Nations system of the decisions of the U'nited Nations in this sohere; (f) to
take measures, in co-operation with the United Nations inatitutes and other
appropriate bodies, to establish an etficient information svstem on crime
prevention and criminal justice; and (aq) to dev lop diversitied fundingq strateaies,
includina recourse to voluntary and mixed multilateral and bilateral contributions
for specific projects, and to strenathen the involvement of the United Nations
development agencies, including the United Nations Development Proaramme. The
Council also reguested the Secretary-General to make the necessarv arranaqements for
the optimal functioninag of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control, in
accordance with Economic and Social Council resolution 1Y846/11, and to take further
measures to strengthen the institutional linkages within the (Inited Nations system
between the proaramme of work of the United Nations 1n the tield of crime
prevention and criminal justice and other relevant activities,

7. The Council also requested the Secretary-General to take appropriate measures
to ensure adequate resources for the United Nations broaramme of work in this field
throuah, inter alia, appropriate redeplovment ot staff and funds. It further
requested him to explore ways and means of supportinag and further assisting the
United Nations reaional and interreaional institutes tor crime prevention and
control, particularly the newly established African Reaional Institute for the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, as well as the United Nations
Latin American Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders, and invited the United Nations Development Proqramme to continue
providing support and assistance to them. Furthermore, the reaional commissions
were invited to consider intearating appropriate elements of the proaramme of work
of the United Nations into their activities relating to social development,

8. In order to further enhance technical co-oweration activities, the Council
invited Member States to include in the countrvy proarammes of the linited Nations
Development Progqramme indications of specitic issues in this tield in relation to
which they felt that assistance was needed, It also invited Member States to
contribute to the United Nations Trust Fund for Social Detence to facilitate
appropriate technical co-operation activities,

9. At the same session, the Council, in its resolution 1987/49 of 28 Mmay 1987,
approved the provisional agenda for the Eighth United Nations Congress, as
recommended by the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control at its ninth session,
and requested the Secretary-General to take all necessary steps to ensure the
timely undertakina of th2 preparatory activities as well as the success of the
Conaress itself.

10, In accordance with paraqraph 10 of General Assembly resolution 41/107, the
attention of the General Assembly is invited to chapter V, section B, of the report
of the Economic and Social Council for 1987 (A/42/3), 2/ as well as to the
above-mentioned report of the Secretarv-General (E/1987/43), in particular,
paraqrapns 1 and 2 containing its conclusions and recommendations.
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Notes
1/ See Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the

Treatment ot Of fenders, Milan, 26 Auqust-6 September 1985: report prepared bv the
Secretariat (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.86,IV.1), chap. I, sect. A.

2/ To be issued as QOtficial Records ot the General Assembly, Fortv-second
Session, Supplement No. 3 (A/42/3).




