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CRIME PR~VENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Note by the Secret~rv-General

1. The Milan Plan at Action, 1/ unanImously aoopted bY the Sevent~ United Nations
c.onQress on the Prevp.ntion ot Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, emphasized the
need to review the tunctioninQ and proaramme of work ot the lInited Ni'\tions in the
field of crime prevention ~nn criminal 1ustice. In r~sponse, the General Assemblv.
In its resolutIon 40/32 ot 2~ November 19~5, requested the Secretary-General to
initiate such a review urQentlv, in his report to the Committee on Crime Prevention
and Control to initiate such a review, as ~ matter ot urQencv, and to SUbmit a
final report to the Economic and Social Council at its til'st r~Qular session of
19~7 •

l. At its nlnth seSSIon, held at Vienna trom 5 to 14 March IYH6, the Committee on
Crime Prevention and Control examined the [p.Aults ot the Initial review undertaken
by the SecretarY-General (see E/AC.57/19Hb/4) and mane a number ot recommendations
that were sUbsequently ennorsed bv the Economic and Social Counll1 in tts
resolution lYHfi/ll ot 21 May lYBfi. This resolution retlected tte evident destre of
the Council to maximize the fruitfulness ot tlnitert Nations activities in this
fieln, and, at the same time, to ~ccord that sphere of wurk the si lnificancp. it
deservert. At the same !'les~jio:'l, the Counci L, in its rtecIsion 1<JB6/12Y of
21 MaY 1~B6, reaffirmed the need to maintain the resources orovirtert to the Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch of the Centre for Social Development and
Humanitarian Affairs to enahlp. it. to continue to Oischarop. its mandateci
r~8oonslbilities, &nd requested the Secl·etarv-~p.neral to include in the final
review an examination ot the arranaements for oeriudi~ conaressp.f, on thp. prevention
of crime ann the treatment ot ottenrlers, includlnq their oh1ectlves aed results,
oeriodicity, durAtion, cost and method ot pr ..paration.
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J. The General AS!'lf!mblv, 1n its reRolution 4l/107 ot 4 December 1986, reaffirmed
the \mportance ot Ruch conQrp.~iSfHl and their timely prt>pal'ations, and urQed Member
States and the SecretarY-General to make ~verv ettort to translate i~to action. as
appropriate, the recommendations, policies ~nd conclusions adopted unanimously by
the Seventh ConQress. The AssemblY also requasted the Economic and Social Council
at its first reQular session ot lYM7 to examine tn depth the tunctioninQ and
prOQramme ot work ot the United Nations ~n crime prevention and clim1nal lustice,
takinq into account the results of the lC;ll:i& review, and deciu,'d to consider the
issue at its torty-second ~esslon, under the item entitled "Crime prevention and
criminal lustlce".

4. In pursuance ot General Assembly resolutions 40/32 and 41/107, as well as
Economtc anet Social Council deCision 1~l:i&/12C;1, the Secretary-General submitted to
th~ Council at its ttrst reQular BeSRion ot the Council ot 1987 a final review on
this sublect (see E/I~l:i7/4j7). The report reflected the results of the initial
review, the recommen1ations and quidance provided by the Committee on Crime
Prevention and Control at its ninth session, and the decisions of the Council at
its first reQular sesSion ot lYH&. The r~port also took account of consultations
with the United Nations reQional and intelreQional institutes on crime prevention
anet criminal lustice ano other Uniteo Nations boeties concerned.

I). In its resolution lYM7/53 at 2~ Mav 1~M7. entitled "Review of the functioninq
and proqramme ot work ot the !Jnited Nations 1n crime prevention and criminal
lustice", the Economic and Social COllncU took note with appreciation of the report
of the Secreta rv-Gene r a I (E/ 1'Jli7 /4 J), endol sed the recommend.,t ions contained in
paraqraph 2 at that reoort. and requested the SecretarY-General and the bodies
concerner:t to implement them. Those recommendations touched upon a £lumber of
Hubstantivp and orQanizational aspects ot lInited Nations activities, includinQ
prOQramme present ano tuture work priorities, the role of the qLlinquennial United
Nations conQresses on the prevention ot crime and the treatment of. otfenders and
that of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control, technical co-operation in
the tield ot crime prevention and cr iminal lustice, the role of United tltions
req10nal and interreqional institutes, revitalization ot the functions of the
United Nations Trust Fund tor Social Det~n=e, modalities of co-operation between
the Secretariat and of non-qovernmental orQanlzations active in the area of crime
prevention and crimindl lust1ce. and the role of the Secretariat.

6. In the Same reSOlution, the Council. recOQnizinq the pivotal role of the
lInited Nations in promotinQ the exchanQe of intormation, experi2nCp. and axpertise
and closer reQional and international co-operation towards more effective crime
prevention and criminal lustlce policies and strateQies, requested the
Secretary-General, when implementinQ the measures and prioritie~ proposed in
chapter III of his report: (a) to develop the Crime Prevention and Criminal
Justice Branch ot the Centre for SOCial Dr.velopment and Humanitarian Affairs as a
~pecialized body and facilitatinQ aQent 1n the field of crime prevention and
cr imina 1 iust ice; (b) to accord pr ior i tv !Jttention to the prevention and contrel of
the forms of crime identified in the Milan Pl~n of Action, includinq those of
international dimensions; (C) to strenQU",en technical co-operation activities and
advisory service; (et) to develop practical m~asures to assist Member States, upon
request, in develoPlnQ viable crime prevention and criminal 1ustice strateQies and

/ ...



A/42/453
Enql1sh
Paqe 3

in introducinq crime prevention and criminal lustice proposals in their national
development plans; (e) to devise strateqies for the practical tollow-up by the
lIn:lted Nations system of the decisions of the (tnited Nations in this sphere; (f) to
take measures, in co-operation with the United Nations in'ltitutes and other
appropr iate bodies, to establish an etf icient information svstem on cr ime
prevention and criminal 1ustice; and (a) to dev, lop diversitie~ fundina strateQies,
includina recourse to voluntarv and mixed multilateral and bilateral contributions
for specific pr01ects, and to strenathen the involvement of the United Nations
development aqencies, includinQ the United Nations Development PrOQramme. The
Council also requested the secretary-General to make the neCe5G~rV arranQements for
the optimal functioninQ of the Committee 0,1 Cr ime Preventlon and Control, in
accordance with Economic and Social Council resolut1on lYH6/11, and to take further
measures to strenqthen the institutional linkaQes w1th1n the IIn1ted Nations system
between the prOQramme of work of the United Nations 1n the tIeld of crime
prevention and criminal 1ustice and other relevant activities.

7. The Council al~o requested the Secretary-General to take appropriate measures
to ensure adequate resources for the United Nations urooramme of work in this ,Held
throuah, inter alia, appropriate redeployment ot staff and funds. It further
requested him to explore ways and means of support1no an~ further assistinq the
United Nations reQional and interreaional institutes tor crime preventiun and
control, particularly the newly established African Reoional Institute for the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, as weE as the United Nations
Latin American Institute tor the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders, and invited the United Nat'ons Development Prooramme to continue
providinq support and assistance to them. Furthermore, the reoional commissions
were invited to consider intearatina appropriate elements ot tIle prOQramme of work
of the United Nations into their activities relat1nq to social development.

8. In order to further enhance technical co-operation activitles, the Council
invited Member States to include in the country proarammeG of the United Nations
Developmeflt PrOQramme indications of specitic issues in this tlf'l~ in relation to
which theY felt that assistance was needed. It also invited Member States to
contribute to the United Nations Trust Fund for Social Detf'nce to facilitate
appropriate technical co-operation activities.

9. At the sam~ session, the Council, in its resolution lYtl7/49 ot 28 May 1987,
approved the prOVisional aaenda for the ~iQhth Ullited Nations Conqress, as
recommended hv the Committee on Crime Pr~vention and Control at its ninth session,
and requested the ~ecretarV-General ~o take all necefisarv step~ to ensure the
timely undertakin~ of th~ preparatory activities as well as the success of the
Conoress itself.

10. In accordance wlth paraQraph 10 of General Assembly resolution 41/107, the
attention of the General Assemblv is invited to chapter V, section u, of the repOrt
ot the Economic and Social Council for 19B7 (A/42/3), II as well as to the
above-mentioned report of the ~ecretarv-General (E/19B7/43), in particular,
paraqrapns 1 and 2 containinq its conclusions and recommendations.
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Notes

1/ ~ee Seventh United Nations ConQress on the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment ot Offenders L Milan, 26 AUQust-6 September 19ij5: report er!par,d bV the
Secretariat (Uniterl Nations publication, Sales No. E.B6.IV.l), chap. I, ~ect. A.

1/ To be issued as Official Records ot the General Assemblv, Fortv-sec~nd

ReSB10", Supplement No • .l (A/42/3).


