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LETYTER DATED 17 PEBRUARY 1992 FROM THE PERMANENT
REPRESENTATIVE OF PAKISTAN TO0 THE UNITED MATIONS
ADDRESSED TO THE SECREIARY-GENERAL

I bhave the honour to forward herewith the text of the letter datad
13 February 1992, addressed to you by the Minister of Sta:e for Foreign
Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

The latter of the Minister of Btate for Foreign Affairs refers to an
eaclier letier dated 17 May 1991, addressed by the Becretary-Gensral of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Goverument of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan,
to your distinguizhed predecesscor. A copy of this letter is also forwarded
herewith for ready reference. I :hall be grateful if the text of the letter
dated 13 February 1992, addressed to Your Excellency by the Minister of Statas
for Foreign Affairs, as well as the latter datad 17 May 1991, addressed by the
Secretary-General of the Ministry of Yoreiga Affairs of the Islamic Republic
of Pakisten, coull be circulated as a document of the Security Council,

(8igned) Jamsheed K. A. MARKER
Ambagsador snd Parmanent Rapressntative
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1. The grave situation in the Indian-occupied Eashmir caussd by the
continued denial of the right of self-determination and the brutalities
committed by the Indian authorities have forced the Fashmiri people into a
state of desperation. The call by the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front, one
of the organizations struggling for the right of self-determination for the
prople of Jammu and Koshmir, to cross the line of control en masse on

il February 1992 to demonstrate their colidarity wich their brethren being
persecuted in the Indian-occupied Kashmir was merely a reflection of this
desperation. The decision confronted the Govermment of Pakistan with an
extremely difficult situation as we have extended full moral and political
support to the indigenous struggle of the Kashmiri people for the exercise of
their right to self-determination.

2. In accordance with cur policy of self-restraint and in deference to your
appeal, Pakistan took firm measures to prevent the crossing of the line of
control on 11 Pebruary 1992 by thc Kashmiri people. It was an extremely
p2inful decision on our part because the struggle of the people of Kashmir is
close to the hearts of the peaople of Pakistan. Pakistan cannot be expected to
continue ta indefinitely prevent such marches by use of force. The
interanational community, particularly Indla, should realize that the real
solution of the problem lies in allowing the pecple of Kashmir to decide their
destiny freely in accordance with the relevant United Wations resclutions.

3. In cur letters of May 1990, October 1990 and May 1991, sent to your
predecessor, we had drawn his attentiom teo the atrocities being committed by
the Indian forces in the Indian-occupied Rashmir to suppress the indigenous
struggle of the Kashmiri people for the free axercise of their right to
self-deternination as mandated by the United Nations Security Council
rasolutions.

4. I regret to say that the situation in the Indian-occupied Kashmir has
deteriorated further. The reign of terror unleashed by the Indian forces to
suppress the voice of the people of Kashmir zostinues with enhanced brutality
and farpocity. Despite the news black-out imposed by the Indian authorities on
events in the Indian-occupied Kashmir, indepandent human rights organizations
continue to report a systematic campaigm by the Indian forces in the valley to
terrorize the population into submission.

$. There are daily reports of killings, arson, arbitrary arrests, torture
and dishonouring of women. Several incidents of gang rape of women by the
Indian frrces have been reported since January 1990. Over 6,000 Kashmiris
have lost their lives at the hands of the Indian forces. Many more have been
injured or maimed for the rest of their lives. Thousands of Rashmiris have
been incarcerated.
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G Several independent human rights organizations like Amnesty International
have criticized the ma2ssive violations of human rights and fundamental
freedoms of the Kashmiri people by the Indias authorities. However, there are
no signs of a diminution in the Indian repression in the territory.

7. The unremitting brutalities committed by the Indian forees in the
occupied Rashmir continue to cause deep concern and anguish td the Government
and the people of Pakistan. The entire Pakistani nation observed a day of
total solidarity with the struggle of the Kashmiri people on 5 February 1992,
The Gevernment of Pakistan has. however, exercised great seilf-restraint to
avoid escalation of tensions in the region.

8, The Kashmir dispute remains on the agenda of the Security Council, which
hes mandated that the dispute may be resoclved through holding a free and
impartial plebiscite in Kashmir under United Nations auspices to enable the
peopla of Rashmir to exercise their right to self-determinmation. It is indeed
regrettable that the Security Council resolutions should remain unimplemented
and the Kashmiri people should be denied their basic human rights and
fundamental freedoms, including their right to seif-determination, despite the
wave of fresdom and democracy which has swept the globe.

9. There is a virtuzl unanimity of view among the members of the
international community that the international order following the end of the
cold war shnuld be based on the rule of international law, equity and respect
for United Natlons resolutions and human xights, It is ironical that India, a
wember of the Security Council, which has the primary responsibility for the
maintenance of international peace and security, should be gquilty of massive
violations of human rights of the Kashmiri people in total disregard of its
obligations under the Security Council resolutions, thus posing a serious
threat to regional peace and stability.

10. We have tried to engage India in a comstructive and meaningful dialogue
for the peaceful settlement of the Keshmir dispute in accordance with the
relevant United Nations resclutions and in the spirit of the Simla Agreement.
Unfortunately, these efforts have not borne fruit owing to Indian
intransigence.

11. Tt is incumbent upon the international community to take a sericus note
of the gravity of the situation in the Indian-occupied Kashmir caused by a
sustained attempt by India to bludgeon the Kashmiri people into submission.
It should call upon India to ceasgs its atrocities and to respect the human
rights and fundameantal freedcms of the Kashmiris, including their right to
self-determination as mandated by United Nations resolutions.
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12, W%s hops that Your Emcellency and the United Wetioms will investigats the
grave sitwation prevailing in the Indimn-tecupiad Keshmir throwgh the dispatch
of a fact-finding mission or through some otkor appropriate mechapism, I
would also like to appesl to you, ox bahalf of the Goveranment of Pakistan, to
persuade India to refrain from violationsa of the human rights and fundemental
freedons of the Kashmiri people and to lat .thes dscide their destiny fraely in
accordance with the relevant United Nations resolutions..

. Mghanmad Siddigue Khan EANJU
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Annex IT
Lotter doted 17 May 19931 from the Secretary-General for Foreigm
Affaizs of Pakistan addressed to the Secrotary-Gemeral

1. You would recall that ia October 1990, the Foreign Minister of Pakistan
nad written to you, drawing your attention to the popular movement for
seli~determination lsuached by the people of Indian-occupied Jammu and Kashmir
and the maassive violaticns of the human rights of the Kashmizi people by
Indian foreces in their campaign to suppress the movement by brutal use of
force. It is with deep regret that I inform you that since then, the
atrocities and the crimes cormitted by the Indian forces against Kashmiri men,
women and children have increassd manifold and sufferings of the helpless
Kashmiri people are beypnd measure.

2. As Your Excellency is aware, the uprising in the Indian-occupied Jammu
and Kashmir stems from India's denial to the people of the territory. for over
four decades, of their inalienable right of self-determinmation, pledged to
them by India, Pakistan and the interzational community through relevant
United Wations Security Council resolutions.

3. The Indian-occupied Jammu and Kashmir has been in a state of total
turmgil for more than & year. The human rights vieolatioms by the Indian
forces in the Indian-occupied Jammu and Kashmir have reached staggering
proportions. Daily life in Kashmir has been paralysed, The political and
administrative system has broken down., The economy is in a state of

collapse. Medicines and medical &id are virtually non-existeat. What the
world is witnessing is the systematic destruction of life, property and socisl
fabric of the people of the territory.

4. The Indian forces are following a scorced earth policy in Kashmir.
Thousands of homas snd businesses have been burnt and razed te the ground,
Proionged curfews are routinely imposed in all major civilian centres, totally
disioceting life in the territory. For long periods, pecple are not allowed
to buy even the basic necessities of life. Since January 19%0, over 3,500
innocent civilians have suffered dcath at the hands of the Indian occupying
forces. Thousands have been injured, Many more have been incarcerated and
tortured. In recent days the daily toll of killings of lnnocent Kashmiri
pecple by the Indian forces has reached unprecedented proportions.

5. In order to conceal the massive violations of human rights, the Indian
Governmeant has persistently refuged permission to foreign journalists to visit
Kashmir. International human rights groups have also not been allowed to
enter the occupied territory. Even the International Committee of the Red
Cross and Amnssty Internationzl have been denied entry. However, some Indian
humar. rights groups which have managed to visit Kashmir have brought back with
them documentary evidence of the spine-chilling atrocities taking place

there,
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wte killings, arhitrary arrests, torture, rape and arson are a
rrasee. Ths Indian Government has given arbitrary, untrammelled and
on powsrs Lo the Indian security forces. There iz ne czime, howevar
gruyssome and inhuman, that the Indian security forces have not
. Trere have been reports of abduction and rapes of womean by the
v foroes. In one night of frenzied bestiality in a Rashmiri village in
wry this yzar, scores of women were repeatedly raped by Indian troops.
he gang rape by the Indian security forces, so blandly denied by the Indian
Goveremant, hes beea documented beyord any shadow of doubt. The incident was
cahdernﬁi an 18 April 1991 by the Buropean Parliament, which called for an
independent ingulry into it and called upon the Indiapn authorities to comply
;xuh humsn rights obiigatiomns,

7. indepepdent observers have continued to express their horror and deep
soncern over the deteriorating human rights situsation in the Indian-occupied
Jammu and Kashmir siace the Poreign Minister of Pakistan wrote to you.
ampesty Intermational, in its annual report for 1990 and its report of

10 april 1891, referred to the growing evidence of rape and molestation of
women by the Indian forces imn the occupied Kashmir and has asked for
investication into these incidents.

8. The Uanited States State Department in its report on human rights abuses
in Indiz during 1990 gave many instances of brutalicy in the occupied Kashmir,

ineluding torture, political killings, arbitrary arrests, rape and burning of
villages.

G. Asia Watceh, s Washington-based human rights organization, in a detailed

repert released recently, accused Iudia of allowing gross and systematic human
rights abuses in Kashmir.

10. Even former Indian Prims Minister Rajiv Gandhi was constrained to
acknowledge on 13 April 1991 that human rights were being violated in
Eashmir. He accused the Indian forces of having “gone barserk”.

11, As a consequence of the Iadian repression, unprecedented in its brutality
and violence, thousands of Kashmiris have been forced to flee to Azad

Kashmir. They have brought with them gruesome tales of oppression,
haragssment, torture, arson and the cold-blooded murder of inmnoceant pacple by
the Iadian military and paramilitary personnel.

1z. ©ODespite the deployment of more than 400,000 Indian military and
paramilitary forces in Kashmir, the indigenous and popular uprising continues
to gather momentum, refiecting the resclve of the people of Kashmir to secure
the free exercise of their right to self.determination.

13. The Iadian ropression im Kashmir must not be allowed to gu unchallenged
in a world which iy rapidly moving towards greatsr respact for fundamental
rights and human dignity. The international community should bring to bear
moral and political pressure so that India desists from the use of force and
allows the people of the territory the free exercise of their inalienable
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right £o salf-detérmination. The international community should express its
revulsion for the brutalities bheing perpetrated in Kashmir. It should hold
Indis responsible for the mass murder of the Xashmiri people which is
approaching genocidal proportion. Indis must also permit the unhinderad tlow
of international humasitarian relief assistance to the Kashmirl people and
proviéa free sccess of intersatiopal human rights organizatiouns to the Kashmir
Valley. , . R
14. It is the sarnest hops of the Goverumert ¢f Pakistan that Your Excelléncy
will use your immense influsace to ensure respect for the fundamental rights
of the Kas miri people, including their right to determine their own destiny
in a frea and impsrtial plebiscite under United Nations auspices in accordance
with the relevant United Hations Security Couscil resolutions. It ia also our
expectation that Your Excsllency and the United Rations will take action to
investigate immediately the serious and consisteat pattesa of violations of
human rights in the Indisa-occupied Ksshair through despatching a fact-finding
migsion to Indiam-occupied Kaghmir or any other appropriate machanism.

M. Akram ZAKI
Secretary-General
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