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I. INTRCJI~IJC'I'lON 

1. The Commission on Human Settlemc>nts was est ‘31~1 i.-,hc!d pursuant. to General 
Assembly resolution 32/162 of 19 Decembc*- 1977. 

2. The report of the Commission on the work oi its thirteenth session is 
submitted to the General Assembly in accordance with section II, paraqraph 6, 
of resolution 32/162. 

3. The Commission consists of 58 members, each elected for a four--year 
term: 16 from African States, 3.3 from Asian States, b from Eastern European 
States, 10 from Latin American and Caribbean States, and 13 irom Western 
European and other States. At present, the Commission is composed of- the 
following members: 

Antigua and Barbuda*** 
Bangladesh* 
Bolivia** 
Botswana* 
Brazil*** 
Burundi* 
Byelorussian Soviet 

Socialist Republic* 
Canada** 
Chile*** 
China** 
Colombia*** 
Cyprus* 
Denmark* 
Egypt* 
Finland*** 
France** 
Germany* 
Greece* 
Guatemala** 
Hungary** 

India* 
Indonesia** 
Iran (Islamic 

Republic of)*** 
Iraq** 
Italy** 
Jamaica* 
Japan*** 
Jordan* 
Kenya* 
Lesotho** 
Malawi** 
Mexico* 
Netherlands** 
Nigeria*** 
Norway* 
Paraguay** 
Per-u* 
Poland* 
Romania*** 
Sierra Leone*** 

Somalia** 
Sri Lanka*** 
Swaziland** 
Sweden** 
Syrian Arab Republic** 
Tunisia** 
Turkey*** 
Union 01 Soviet 

Socialist 
Republics*** 

IJnited Kingdom 01 Great 
Britain and Northern 
Ireland*** 

United Republic of 
'J'anzania* 

Ilnited States of 
America*** 

Yugoslavia** 
Zimbabwe*** 

* Term of office expires on 33 December 1991. 

** Term of office expires on 31 JX?ccmhrr 1092. 

*** Term of office expirc?s on ?I IJer~mJ~c:~- 1994. 

Currently, there are t.hree vacanc:ie:; among I In, Al I i(:an St at c's ant1 two 
vacancies among the Asian St-atcs. 



II. ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION 

5. The session was opened by Mr. Edgardo Santiago (Colombia) on behalf of 
the Chairman of the Commission at its twelfth session. A summary of his 
statement is given in annex V, section A. 

6. The Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements 
(Habitat) delivered a message from the Secretary-General marking the occasion: 
the text is reproduced in annex IV. The inaugural address was given by the 
Fresident of the Republic of Zimbabwe, His Excellency 
Mr. Robert Gabriel Mugabe: a summary appears in annex V. section B. The 
Executive Director made a statement on the state of human settlements; a 
summary appears in annex V, section C. The Assistant Executive Director of 
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) delivered an address on behalf 
of the Executive Director of UNEP; a summary appears in annex V, section D. A 
statement was read on behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development: a summary appears in annex V, 
section E. 

I. The following States members of the Commission were represented: 

Bangladesh 
Botswana 
Brazil 
But-undi 
Byelorussian Soviet 

Socialist Republic 
Canada 
Chile 
China 
Colombia 
Denmark 
Egypt 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Hungary 

India 
Indonesia 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) 
Iraq 
Italy 
Jamaica 
Japan 
Jordan 
Kenya 
Lesotho 
Malawi 
Mexico 
Netherlands 
Nigeria 
Norway 
Poland 
Romania 

Sierra Leone 
Sri Lanka 
Sweden 
Tunisia 
Turkey 
Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics 
United Republic of 

Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

United Republic of 
Tanzania 

United States of 
America 

Yugoslavia 
Zimbabwe 



8. The following States not members of the Commission participated as 
observers: 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

Afghanistan Gabon Niger 
Algeria Gambia Pakistan 
Angola Guinea Philippines 
Austria Guyana Portugal 
Barbados Israel Republic of Korea 
Belgium Kuwait Saudi Arabia 
Bulgaria Lao People‘s Senegal 
Burkina Faso Democratic Republic Spain 
Cameroon Libyan Arab Jamahiriya Sudan 
Costa Rica Luxembourg Uganda 
Cuba Malaysia United Arab Emirates 
Czechoslovakia Mauritania Venezuela 
Democratic People's Mozambique Yemen 

Republic of Korea Myanmar Zambia 
Ethiopia Namibia 

The Holy See was represented by an observer. 

The representative of Palestine participated. 

The United Nations Secretariat was represented by the following units: 

Department of Public Information 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 

The following United Nations bodies were represented: 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
United Nations Development Programme 
United Nations Environment Programme 
World Food Programme 

The following specialised agencies were represented: 

World Health Organixation 
World Bank 

The following intergovernmental organizations were represented: 

African Development Bank 
Commonwealth secretariat 

The African National Congress and the Pan Africanist Congress of Axania 
were also represented. 

16. In addition, 15 non-goverrllnc,lcal organizations were present as observers. 



C. E_lectiorl_o~_p~f_icn.~s_ 

17. At the 1st plenary meeting, on 29 April 19Y1, Mr. E. C. Chikowore, 
Minister of Public Construction and National Housing of Zimbabwe, was elected 
Chairman. The following other officers of the Bureau were elected: 

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. B. de Azevado-Brito (Brazil) 
Mr. S. Obeysekera (Sri Lanka) 
Mr. E. V. Sarnatsky (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) 

R.aoporteur : Mr. H. S. van Eyk (Netherlands) 

D. Creden_tia_ls 

15. Under rule 11, paragraph 2, of the rules of procedure of the Commission, 
the Bureau examines the credentials submitted by delegations and reports 
thereon to the Commission. 

19. Pursuant to the above-mentioned rule, the Bureau reported to the 
Commission at its 7th plenary meeting, on I May 1991, that it had examined the 
credentials submit:ted by delegations attending the thirteenth session of the 
Commission and had found them to be in order. The Commission approved the 
report of the Bureau cn credentials at the same meeting. 

20. At its 1st plenary meeting, on 29 April 1991, the Commission adopted the 
provisional agenda for thr thirteenth session, as contained in document 
HS/C/13/1, as follows: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Election of officers. 

Credentials. 

Adoption of the agenda and organisation of work. 

Activities of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlewnts 
(Habitat): progress report of the Executive Director. 

Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000. 

(a) The significance of human settlements and the Global Strategy 
for Shelter to the Year 2000 to the concept of sustainable 
development, wil.h particular emphasis on the relationships 
between economic development, improving living conditions of 
the poor and the planning and management of settlements; 

(b) Use of enerqy by households and in construction and in 
product.ion of building materials, wit.11 emphasis on the USC of 
ent!ltJy sources which ;Ire new and renewable and which mini.mize 
pal Iut.ion problems. 



7. Work programme of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements 
(Habitat) for the biennium 1992-1993. 

8. Proposed budget of the United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements 
Foundation for the biennium 1992-1993. 

9. Coordination matters: 

(a) Cooperation between the United Nations Centre for Human 
Settlements (Habitat) and the United Nations Environment 
Programme; 

(b) Cooperation with agencies and organizations within the United 
Nations system, intergovernmental organizaticns outside the 
United Nations system and non--governmental organizations: 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

(c) Matters arising out of the resolutions of the major legislative 
organs of the United Nations and other intergovernmental bodies 
which are brought to the attention of the Commission. 

Themes for the fourteenth and future sessions of the Commission. 

Other matters. 

Provisional agenda and other arrangements for the fourteenth session 
of the Commission. 

Adoption of the report of the session. 

Closure of the session. 

21. At its 1st plenary meeting, on 29 April 1991, the Commission established 
two sessional committees of the whole and allocated agenda items to them as 
follows: 

Committee I: Agenda items 5, 6 (a) and (b), and that part of item 9 (c) 
relating to preparations For the United Nations Conference 
on Environment and Development: 

Committee II: Agenda items 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11. 

22. Committee I held eight meetings, from 29 April to 7 May 1991, and 
Committee II held six meetings, from 1 to 7 May 1.991. The recommendations of 
both committees have been incorporated into the present report. 

G. Adoption of the report of the Commission 

23. The present rePort was adopted by the Comml~sion at. i1.s Uth plenary 
meeting, on 8 May 1.991. 
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III. PROVISIONAL AGENDA AND OTHER ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 
FOURTEENTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION 

24. At its 8th plenary meeting, on 8 May 1991, the Commission decided that 
its fourteenth session would be held from 26 April to 7 May 1993 at the 
headquarters of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat), 
Nairobi. 

25. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted the following provisional 
agenda for its fourteenth session: 

1. Election of officers. 

2. Credentials. 

3. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work. 

4. 

5. 

Activities of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements 
(Habitat): progress report of the Executive Director. 

Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000. 

6. United Nations Conference on Environment and Development. 

7. Special themes: 

(a) Improvement of municipal management; 

(b) Appropriate, intermediate, cost-effective building materials, 
technologies and transfer mechanisms for housing delivery. 

8. Work programme of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements 
(Habitat) for the biennium 1994-1995. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

Proposed budget of the United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements 
Foundation for the biennium 1994-1995. 

Coordination matters: 

(a! Cooperation between the United Nations Centre for Human 
Settlements (Habitat) and the United Nations Environment 
Programme; 

(b) Cooperation with agencies and organizations within the United 
Nations system, intergovernmental organizations outside the 
United Nations system and non-governmental organizations; 

(c) Matters arising out of the resolutions of the major legislative 
organs of the United Nations and other intergovernmental bodies 
,.,h:nh >rfi hrn.."hc to tyAB LL^ r.----1 --c -.. . . ..- -.a ..*I Y."Yy..c ?tteiitiOii Bf Cl‘r; \-"IIUIIIDDL"11. 

Themes for the fifteenth and future sessions of the Commission. 

12. Other matters. 



13. Provisional agenda and other arrangements for the fifteenth session 
of the Commission. 

14. Adoption of the report of the session. 

15. Closure of the session. 



IV . CLOSU!!E OF IHE SESSION 

26. In his closing remarks the Executive Directvr of the United Nations 
Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) said that the interest and commitment 
which representatives had towa:ds human settlements issues would be tested in 
the next few years by two impor-iant events taking place in the world of the 
United Nations: (a) the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development in 1992, and (b) the ongoing exercise on the restructuring of the 
economic and social sectors of the United Nations which had begun a few years 
ago and had recently pickt:d up steam again. In the context of those events, a 
review would be carried out of the various programmes dnd activities of the 
United Nations and its related institutions. If, in relation to those events, 
Governments members of the Commission would not speak up for the human 
settlements sector and the institutions associated with it, namely, the 
Commission and the Centre, then no one should be greatly surprised if, as had 
oft-en happened, the cause they represented and to which the Commission had 
contributed so much i:l the past 12 years - improving the living environment of 
people, particularly the millions of urban and rural poor - would once again 
he short-changed. 

27. The Executive Director concluded that the impetus to tackle the global 
shelter crisis would be greatly strengthened by holding a review conference of 
the kind the Commission had just proposed for 1997. 

28. In his concluding remarks, the Chairman thanked the other members of the 
Bureau, the Chairmen of the regional groups, and all representatives for their 
contributions to the successful completion of the work of the thirteenth 
session of the Commission. 

29. In their closing stdtemcnts, the representatives of the regional groups 
expressed their appreciation to the Government and people of Zimbabwe for the 
hospitality that thsy had extended to all participants and for the excellent 
support they had given the Commission at its thirteenth session. 

30. The Chairman then declared the thirteenth session of the Commission on 
Human Settlements closed. 
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ANNEX I 

13/l 

13/Z 

13/3 

13/4 

13/5 

13/6 

13/7 

13/8 

13/9 

13/10 

15/11 

13/12 

13113 

p_esolutiocs-and,..lecisions adopLed by the Commission at its 
thirteenth session 

Date of 
adoption P_ag_e 

A. Resolutions 

1. Resolutions requirinq action by the 
General Assembly ----.. 

Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000 

United Nations Conference on Human Settlements 

2. Other resolutions 

Committee of Permanent Representatives to the 
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements 
(Habitat) 

Participation of the United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements (Habitat) in the international 
cooperation to address and mitigate the 
consequences of the accident at the Chernobyl 
nuclear power plant 

Global Parliamentarians on Habitat 

Housing conditions of the Palestinian people in 
the occupied territories 

Regional Training Centre on Human Settlements 

Assistance to victims of apartheid in Africa 

Shelter-sector performance indicators 

Shelter for the population affected by extreme 

poverty 

The development of small and medium towns 

Use of energy by households, in construction and 
in production of building materials, with emphasis 
on the use of energy sources that are new and 
rnnewahl~ nr?d t_hzt !?ir.lmiz, ~cll;tior. problems 

Promoting the advancement ;bf women in human 
settlements development ant: milnagement 

8 May 1991 

8 May 1991 

8 May 1991 

8 May 1991 

8 May 1991 

8 May 1991 

8 May 1991 

8 May 1391 

8 May 1991 

& May 1991 

8 May 1991 

11 

15 

19 

20 

22 

24 

25 

26 

27 

29 

30 

3i 

33 

Y 



Date of __- 
adoption 

13/14 Follow-up to the decisions of the Intergovernmental 
Meeting on Human Settlements and Sustainable 
Development, held at The Hague 8 May 1991 

13115 Coordination matters 

13116 Governmental/non-governmental cooperation at the 
international level 

0 May 1991 

8 May 1991 

13/17 Water and environmental sanitati.on in a human 
settlements context 8 May 1991 39 

13/1B Urban Manaqement. Programme 8 May 1991 

13119 Human settlements and sustainable development 8 May 1991 

13120 Second report of the Commission on Human 
Settlements to the General Assembly on the 
implementation of the Global Strategy for Shelter 
to the Year 2000 7 May 1991 

13121 Work programme of the United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements (Habitat) for the biennium 
1992-1993 7 May 1991 

13122 Proposed budget of the United Nations Habitat 
and Human Settlements Foundation for the biennium 
1992-1993 7 May 1991 

13123 Coordination rlatters 7 May 1991 

13/24 Themes for the fourteenth and future sessions 
of the Commission 7 May 1991 

35 

36 

38 

41 

42 

48 

48 

50 

50 

50 
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A. Resolutions 

1. Resolutions resuirins action by the General Assembly 

13/l. Global Strateqv for Shelter to the Year 2000 ____ ---_ -- - 

The Commission on-man Settlements, 

Recallinq General Assembly resolution 431181 of 20 December 1988, in 
which the Assembly adopted the Global Strategy for Sheiter to the Year 2000 
and designated the Commission on Human Settlements as the intergcvernmental 
body responsible for coordinating, evaluating and monitoring the Strategy, and 
requested the Commission to report biennially on progress made in the 
implementation of the Strategy, 

Recallins also General Assembly resolution 44/173, in which the General 
Assembly considered the report entitled "First report of the Commission on 
Human Settlements on the Implementation of the Global Strategy for Shelter to 
the Year 2000". a/ 

Recalling also Commission resolution 11/6 of 11 April 1988 and 
section 1V.D of the Strategy, b/ which requested the Executive Director of the 
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) to ensure that the 
objectives and action plan of the Global Strategy are incorporated in the 
medium-term plan commencing 1992 and to incorporate the Strategy in the future 
medium-term plans and biennial work programmes of the Centre, 

Having considered the report of the Executive Director entitled 
"Implementation of the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000". c/ 

&cognizinq the importance of regular monitoring of the impact of the 
national shelter strategies on the shelter situation in Member States, 

Having considered also the monitoring guidelines for national shelter 
strategies prepared by the Executive Director, d/ 

Having received reports from Member States, intergovernmental 
organisations, bilateral and multilateral institutions and non-governmental 
organisations on activities related to the implementation of the Global 
Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000, 

a/ A144181Add.l. 

b/ A/43/8/Add.l, paras. 126-132. 

c/ HS/C/13/3. 

a/ HS/C/13/4. 

-11. 



HoJzing -with satisfaction that many Govermnents have taken concrete steps 
to revise their existing national shelter strategies or to formulate new 
strategies based on the principles of the Global Strategy and that a large 
number of other Governments have taken steps to address specific issues in 
shelter strategies, 

N_otjnl_ng further the active role played by the United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements (Habitat) as the only coordinating agency within the United 
Nations system for the implementation of the Global Strategy for Shelter to 
the Year 2000, particularly in expanding the level of technical assistance and 
support provided to Governments, 

Pecognizino also the importance for improved performance of national and 
local authorities, the private sector, the household sector and different 
actors associated with formulating, implementing and lnonitoring of national 
shelter strategies, 

1. Adopts the report entitled "Second report of the Commission on Human 
Settlements to the General Assembly on the Implementation of the Global 
Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2i)OO", including the Plan of Actioil for 
1992-1993; e/ 

2. Req.uest.s. the Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements (Habitat) to transmit the second report on the 
implementation of the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000, including 
its plan of action through the Economic and Social Council to the General 
Assembly in accordance with the Assembly's resolution 43/381; 

3. _In.Yvtes Governments lo intensify their efforts towards the 
formulation and implementation of national shelter strategies, using the 
Guidelines for National Action contained in Part III of the Global 
Strategy, f/  and the Plan of Action for 1992-1993, g/ involving, through 
national shelter coalitions or otherwise, all governmental, household-sector, 
private-sector, and non-governmental actors in the shelter sector, in order to 
achieve the objective of facilitating shelter for all by the year 2000, paying 
special attention to capacity building in the preparation, implementation and 
monitoring of shelter strategies; 

4. UIges the private sector to expand its operations to provide shelter 
to the middle-income and low-income sectors of the population and invites 
Governments to work with the private sector in order to create an adequate 
legal framework in areas such as finance, taxation, regulation, standards and 
procedures affecting the shelter sector: 

5. Urges community-based and non--governmental organisations to 
strengthen successful approaches to shelter problems and explore new ways to 
address shelter issues; 

c 1 HS/C/13/!>/Kev.i. 

f /  A/41/#/Add.l, I'"'-as. '11 110. 

q/ HS/C/ 13.">/K(,v. I r ilIlTI~X. 

12 



6. pe_c_omge.n!ls that all Governments should adopt a cost-effective 
monitoring system for national shelter strategies taking into account, as lar 
as is feasible, the guidelines prepared by the Executive Director: 

7. Recomnlencls _als_o that all Governments, in consultation as appropri,It.e 
with the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat), taking local 
conditions into account, develop and apply indicators for assessing Lhe 
performance of the national shelter sector; 

a. mes Governments to prepare annual progress reports, using the 
monitoring guidelines for national shelter strategies and other indicator:< IOT 
the performance of the shelter sector, and publicize them within their 
countries, particularly on World Habitat Day, and also submit them to the 
Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements 
(Habitat), in order to enable the Executive Director to prepare his reports on 
the implementation of the Strategy for consideration by the Commission on 
Human Settlements; 

9. @pue.s~~s_ the Executive birector to continue t.o use the Global 
Strategy as an overall guide for the Centre's work programme for the biennium 
1992-1993 and for all biennial work programmes up to the year 2000; 

10. Also reauests the Executive Directos, in cooperation with 
Governments, organizations and agencies of the United Nations system, 
intergovernmental organizations, bilateral and multilateral institutions and 
non-governmental organizations to extend further assistance to Governments to 
intensify national action in the implementation of the Global Strategy; 

11. Further~~~~s_~t. the Executive Director to submit a report to the __-- 
Commission at its fourteenth session on the implementation of the next phase 
of the Global Strategy: 

12. Recomme&S to the General Assembly, through the Economic and Social 
Council, the adoption, at its forty-sixth session, of the following draft 
resolution: 

"pe_c_a~Ji~g its resolution 43.1181 of 20 December 1988, in whith it 
designated the Commission on Human Settlements as the intergovernmental 
body for coordinat; J, evaluating and monitoring Lhe Global Strategy fox 
Shelter to the Year 2000, 

"pecalling 3130 its resolution 44/173 of 19 December 1989, in which 
it considered the First. Report of the Commission on Human Set.tlements on 
the implementation of the Global Strategy for Shelter to t.he Year 
2000, h/ submitted pursuant- to paragraph 7 of resolut.ion 431181, 



"Recosnkisa that the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000 
provides a framework for Governments to facilitate adeguate shelter for 
all and that, through shelter and services, the Strategy also addresses 
the alleviation of paver-ty, the improvement of health, the participation 
of women, the improvement of the living environment of the people and the 
promotion of sustainable development, 

"~h~~iz_Znng that the operational focus for promoting the objective 
of facilitating shelter for all is action at the national level within 
the framework of national shelter strategies which are integrated with 
macro-economic policies for optimum utilization of natural and human 
resources and based on standards that are nationally appropriate and 
socially acceptable, 

"Emohas-ising also that the adoption of enabling shelter strategies 
can mohilize resources on a sustainable basis and facilitate access to 
available resources by all population groups, 

"NoMing that such mobilisation of national resources through 
enabling shelter strategies could partially alleviate economic 
constraints that affect many countries, 

"Having .cousrxd*red the second report of the Commission on Human 
Settlements on the implementation of the Global Strategy for Shelter to 
the Year 2000, i./ 

"~ot~ng~with satipfaction that a number of Governments have 
initiated or reformulated national shelter strategies, based on the 
principles of enabling all actors in the shelter sector, and that many 
other Governments have initiated action on particular components of a 
national shelter strategy, 

"gotins a_lso with satisfaction the support given to the -__ --- 
implementation of the Strategy by donor Governments, international 
bodies, and intergovernmental and non-governmental organisations, 

"Cognizant of the importance of maintaining the momentum already 
generated at the national and international levels for the implementation 
of the Strategy, 

"1. Commend-s Governments which are revising, consolidating, 
formulating or implementing their national shelter strategies based on 
the enabling principles of the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 
2000: 

"2 . IJrges those Governments which have not already initiated action 
towar-ds formulation of a national shelter strategy based on the enabling 
principles or have taken only tentative step:; so far Lo increase their 
efforts using the Guideliues for N,lt.ional Action contained in the 
St rateqy involving gover‘nmcnt:nl , private sector and non--governmental 

i4 



actors in the shelter sector, assuring the part.icipation of men and women 
and paying special at.tention to gender issues in the ior-mulct ion. 
implementation and monitoring of national shelt.er st.rategies in or-der t.o 
achieve the objective of facilitating shelter fog all by the year 2000: 

“3 * _H_e_commends that all Governments adopt d cosLcf Sect-jve system 
for monitoring progress of the national shelter strategy and adopt as fnl 
as is feasible guidelines prepared by the Executive Director of the 
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) : 

“4. Further _uqgc_s Governments to integrate fully the environmental --.--- 
dimension in the formulation and implementat iou oF national she1 tet 
strategies following, For instance, the synopsis o! environmental check 

points, contained in the report. of the Exec ltivc Director 011 the 
significance of human settlements alid the Global Stl-ateqy for Shelter to 

the Year 2000 to the concept of susCainable develolmcnt.: j/ 

“5. hY.incs Governments to make voluntary contributions to the 
United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation, in order to 
facilitate the implementation 01 the Global Strategy fol Shelter t-o Che 
Year 2000; 

“6. LUrges the organizat ions of the United Nat.ions system, and 
particularly the United Nations Development. Programme, and ot he1 
multilateral and b;lateral agencies to provide incrcdscd i inane ial and 
other support to Governments for the implementat.ion of the St.rateyy’s 
Plan of Action: 

“7 . &It& t’le Plan of Action lor 1992-1993 ior the implementation 
of the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2UOO and ul-ges all 
Governrneplts, relevant United Nations organizations, int.crgovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations to prepare and implement their specific 
plans of action.” 

8th plenary meat.i ng 
8 May 1991 

1312. Upit_e_d ~Natio_ns Conference on Human Settlements 

T_he -Commission -on Human Set.t.lements, 

pecalling the recommendations of. Habitat.: lJni ted Nations Conf e1 encr on 
Human Settlements, k/ J~~~ld at Vancouver in 1976 which havr? formrd t.he h,l:ji :; 
for national action and internat ional cooprrat.ion in Lh~ f ield of llumiin 

settlements, 

j/ HS/C/l3/6, annex 1. 
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Kecalling.aJso General Assembly resolution 321162 of 1.9 December 1977 __-. -- 
which set up the Commission on Human Settlements and the United Nations Centre 
for Human Setticments (Habitat), 

Noting that the Commission on Human Settlements and the Centre have 
considerably advanced research and development, information dissemination and 
technical cooperation in the field of human settlements and that many 
Governments, basing their policies and programmes on the above 
recommendations, have made substantial advances in improving human settlements, 

_Noting also that the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless in 
1987 and the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000 adopted by the 
General Assembly in its resolution 43/101 of 20 December 1988 succeeded in 
substanticlly increasing awareness and in providing a specific strategy for 
national action in the critical areas of shelter and services, within the 
overall framework for development, 

lJavingconsjde.re.d the report of the Executive Director entitled 
"Implement~~tion of the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000" J.1 and 
having prepared ,Ind adopted its second biennial report to the General Assembly 
on the Implementation of the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000, m/ 

~ec~ogpizing that while substantial progress has been achieved in human 
settlements at the national and international levels during the past decade, 
past experience as well as current trends and developments and projections in 
human settlements and related fields of poverty, population, environment and 
development make it clear that there is a need for an in-depth review and 
assessment of the strategies that have been put in place, with a view to 
integrating human settlemeuts activities fully and realistically in the 
overall development agenda for the twenty-first century, 

&cognnxi,ig a~lso that planning and development of human settlements can 
greatly enhance social and economic development and thereby contribute to 
alleviating poverty and promoting sustainable develc:Iment. 

Considering that, therefore, _ - .- ..- it is nighly opportune to convene i:, * :10e 
for the beginning of the next century a United Nations conference on human 
settlements to review past policies and set a strategy and guidelines for the 
beginning of the new century for action at the national, regional and 
international levels, 

1. &2comneflds to the General Assembly the adoption, at its forty-sixth 
session, of the following draft resolution: 

II. 



"The General Assecr&Jy, 

"Recalling the recommendations of Habitat: the United Nations 
Conference on Human Settlements, held at 'Vancouver in 1976, which form 
the basis for national action and international cooperation in the field 
of human settlements, 

"Recalling also its resolution 32/162 of 19 December lY77 in which 
it set up the Commission on Human Settlemeuts and the United Nations 
Centre for Human Settlements (Habjtat) in order to, i.nQr_-alia, achieve 
greater coherence and effectiveness in human settlements activities 
within the United Nations system, 

"Noting with appreciation that the Commission on Human Settlements 
and the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements, in line with the 
objectives and the responsibilities set out in General Assembly 
resolution 321162, have sacceeded in placing human settlements higher on 
the aqendii for national action and international cooperation and in 
promoting increased understanding on the links between people, 
settlements, environment and development, 

"Noting also that the successive work programmes of the United 
Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) have addressed all the 
recommendations of Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human 
Settlements and, in addition, have provided specific guidance in various 
fields of human settlements, such as shelter, urban managt?ment, the role 
of women, training, community participation, finance, building materials, 
environment and sustainable development, 

"Noting in par-tic-. that, since the establishment of the 
Commission and of the Centre, Governments have achieved substantial 
advances in planning, development and management of human settlements, 
thus improving living conditions of a large number of the population, 

*'rJotino further that the bilateral and multilateral agencies and 
institutions have gradually increased their emphasis and level of 
technical and other assistance in the field of human settlements, 

"Noting also that non-governmental and community-based organisations 
and the private sector have increased their contributions towards 
improving living conditions and building new shelter and settlements, 

"Recosnis&q that programmes such as the Jnternational Year of 
Shelter for the Homeless observed in 1987 and the Global Strategy for 
Shelter to the Year 2000, currently under implementation, provide the 
framework for focusing on the critical issue of shelter and services, and 
have succeeded in Liubstantially increasing awareness and in placing the 
provision of shelter end services in the broader context of social and 
economic development, 

"Noting vitb__concgrn that, in many deveJoping countrifts the 
- _T- . OLIIZ~~V~I~IJI.:, in terms of policies. proqrammes and project-s al. t.he 
nationril level in Ll~e fieJd of humin sett-JPmtrnt s have not been suff i cient 
to arrest or reverse the ilel eriorat.ion in the li*,iglq conditions of their 
population, both in the urbiln and I !Jri~l aica:;, 



"RecogtJ~~i~q.~~r?reover that past experience as well as current trends 
and developmerJts and projections in human settlemeJJts and related fields 
of poverty, population, environment and development make it clear that 
there is a need for an in-depth review aJJd assessment of the strategies 
that have been put in place, 

"Convimnc& that proper planning, development and management of human 
settlements will lead to econoJnic and soc;al progress and thereby 
alleviate poverty and promote development which is environmentally sound 
and sustainable in the long run, 

"Cppvinced that a world-wide conference with broad, 
multidisciplinary aJJd high-level participation can provide a suitable 
forum for considering the current situation in the planning, development 
and management of human settlements within the context of the prevailing 
and expected social, economic and environmental contexts, 

'@Co-nsiderjnq that such a conference should, inter a_l_ia: 

"(a) Review trends in policies and programmes undertaken by 
countries and international organisations to implement the 
rec,omJnendations of Habitat: United Nations Conference on Human 
Settlements, held in Vancouver, Canada in 1976; 

"(b) Conduct a mid-term review of the implementation of the Global 
Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000 and, if necessary, make 
recommendations which would ensure the realisation of the objectives of 
the Strategy by the Year 2000; 

"(cl In the light of the experience gained review and determine the 
substantive role and contribution of the human settlements sector in the 
light of the results of the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development: 

"(d) Review trends in economic and social development as they affect 
planning and development of human settlements and make recommendations 
for future action at national and international levels, 

"Be_qrinq~i~>. min_c! its resolution 40/243 of 18 December 1985 on the 
pattern of conferences. 

"1. Decides to consider at its forty-seventh session the question 
of convening, possibly in 1997, a United Nations conference on human 
settlements (Habitat II) with the view to taking a decision at that 
session on the objectives, content, scope, and timinq of such a 
conference and the modalities and financial implications of holding the 
conference; 

" 2 . Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with the 
Executive birector of the IJnited Nations Centre for Human Settlements 
(Habitat), to prcplr-e a report on (a) the o,.jectives, content and scope 
of sucf~ a conrerence: and tb) preparations and other mocialitjes for the 
conterencc-: <Jnd 1.0 inc:ludc it statement on the financial implications of 
thts lJ,'el'iiJ at ions fo, ilrld cor3-.~snincj of t-h<? COIlfC?FC$llC:C!; 



"3. Requests the Secretary-General to submit the report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventy session." 

2. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements (Habitat), subject to the approval of the General Assembly 
of the above resolution, to report on the preparations of the report on a 
possible United Nations conference on human settlements to Governments through 
Permanent Representatives, focal points or government-designated officials and 
to the fourteenth session of the Commissi ,I on Human Settlements. 

plenary meeting 8th 
8 May 1991 

2. Other resolutions -__.--.____ _ 

1313. Committee of PermanenfRepresentat-ives to the United ~- 
Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)* ____-__.----.--.__ ____ 

The Commission on Human Settlements -* 

Recallinq its resolution 8/l of 10 May 1985, in which it decided that on 
an experimental basis, sessions of the Commission would be held only during 
odd-numbered years as of 1987, and General Assembly resolution 401199 of 
17 December 1985 which welcomed that decision, 

Conscious of the need to establish during intersessional periods a 
regular system of consultation among Governments and the Executive Director of 
the United Nations Centre for duman Settlements (Habitat), 

Havinq considered the note by the secretariat on legal and financial 
implications of establishing a Committee of Permanent Representatives to the 
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat), n/ 

Recallinq also its .asolution 12/S of 3 May 1989, in which it decided 
that the informal committee of Permanent Representatives to the United Nations 
Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) and/or government-designated officials 
should continue to ensure liaison between Governments and the Executive 
Director between sessions of the Commission, 

Havinq noted with appreciation the positive results achieved by regular 
informal meetings of Permanent Representatives to the United Nations Centre 
for Human Settlements (Habitat) during past years, in particular as regards 
preparations for sessions of the Commission, 

39 



Recosnisjng that meeting servicing as was provided during meetings 
between the Executive Director and the informal committee of Permanent 
Representatives and embassy focal points in Nairobi and/or 
government-designated oificials can continue to be provided at no additional 
cost and be absorbed within existing resources, 

1. Dec$des to request the Executive Director of the United Nations 
Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) to meet at least four times a year with 
the committee of Permanent Representatives to the United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements (Habitat) to review progress in the implementation of the 
programme of the Centre and Commission resolutions, as well as specific issues 
proposed by the Permanent Representatives or the Executive Director, and to 
report the recommendations of the committee to the Commission; 

2. Recommends that the dates and agenda of such meetings should be 
determined in consultations between the Executive Director and the Permanent 
Representatives: 

3. Requests the Executive Director to provide the committee, within 
available resources, services and facilities of the same kind as those he has 
provided in the past to the meetings of the informal committee of Permanent 
Representatives. 

8th olenarv meeting 
8 May 199l 

1314. Participation of _thn.rrnite~_N_atllp_nSC_ell_t_refor Human 
Settlements fHab_ii+_at)_~n_nthe~~internatipnal 
coops~atio~~ t-0 address a_n_d&itiga&e the cczse.que.nnes 
of the accident at the Cher_nobyl nuclear power plant 

Bcaringipmjnd General Assembly resolution 44/224 of 22 December 1989, - -..- 
in which the General Assembly, inter a.lia, recognised the need to strengthen 
international cooperation in rendering assistance in cases of environmental 
emergency, 

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/50 of 13 July 1990, 
in which the Council, l_nter alia, made an urgent appeal to all organs, 
organisations and programmes of fhe United Nations system to provide all 
appropriate assistance in full coordination and cooperation with ongoing or 
planned efforts by elements of that system, to mitigate the consequences of 
the accident at the Cher-nobyl nuclear power plant, 

Recarling also General AssemhJy rctsolution 45/1.90 of 21 December 1990, in 
which the General Assembly, having expressed profound concern about the 
ongoing effects on people's lives and health of Ihe disaster at Chernobyl, 
which had had serious national and int.crn,ational consequences of an 
unprecedented scaJe, requostcd the orqanx, specialised agencies and programmes 
of the United Nations svstem, . n c!orlsider-ina oosslhle terhnira'l and other - L 
special assistance for- tllca arcas most affected, parl.icularly in the 
RyclorussiRn So.jir!l Soci Cl I i 51 Kc~l)l~h I i c, t.Jlc IJkraini !n Soviet Socialist 



Republic and the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic, to bear in mind 
the unprecedented nature of the radiological and environmental disaster and of 
the emergency situation in those areas resulting from the long-term effect of 
man--made radiation on present and future genctl-atiolls, 

Takinqinfo_..acc_ount the need to continue to address and mitigate the 
consequences of the accident, especially in saieguarding the health of the 
population, including, as appropriate, its resettlement in uncontaminated 
areas, improving the environment in contaminated areas and preventing turther 
possible transboundary radioactive effects, 

Also takinginto_accoun& that, in the era ot universal development of 
nuclear energy and nuclear technology, radiological environmental disasters 
are a major challenge of international scope, in view of their specific 
nature, and that there is a need to gain world-wide experience, to study 
further and to elaborate measures to mitigate the consequences OS large-scale 
accidents at nuclear installations, which are oL global significance for the 
survival of mankind. 

Consciop_s of the urgent need for the planning and implementation of 
settlements projects for large numbers of people evacuated from vast 

contaminated areas, 

Taking-note of the reJevant chapter of the report of the 
Secretary-General on international cooperation to address and mitigate the 
consequences of the accident at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant, Q/ which 
outlines the contribution and the role of the United Nations Centre for Human 
Settlements (Habitat) in the planning of activities relevant to the 
resettlement of the population from the radiation-affected areas, 

1. Commends the Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements (Habitat) for the efforts mado so far in implementing 
Economic and Social Council resolution 1990150 and General Assembly resolution 
451190; 

2. Requ~>ss the Executive Director, in consultation with the 
Coordinator of the United Nations Chernobyl programme tv identify, drawing 
upon existing expertise within available resources and, a:; we31 as possible, 
extrabudgetary resources, projects for i.he resei-tlement of people from the 
affected areas, and to make efforts in accelerating the implementation of the 
project of technical cooperation iu the field of human settlements in the 
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, the area most affected by the 
consequences of the disaster at Chernobyl; 

3. pucthcr reque~sts the Executive Dirccl.or to rc'porl. 1.0 the Commj ssion 
on Human Settlements at its fourt.centh session 011 the implemerrtat.ion of this 
resolution. 

01 A/45/643. 

8th plenary meeting 
8 May 1903 
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The-rCommi-ssion- on ~Human Settlements, 

Re~calling the meetings of Parliamentarians around the globe, at Yokohama, 
Japan, in October 1987, and at New Delhi in April 1988, and Cartagena de 
Indias, Colombia, in April 1989 on the occasion of the eleventh and twelfth 
sessions of the Corn81ission on Human Settlements respectively, 

Furthe_r_rec_qll_ing tbe Global Parliamentarians Conference on Human 
Settlements and Development held in Tokyo in September 1990, 

Noting that the fifth meeting of the Global Parliamentarians on Habitat 
is being held at Harare in April 1991 on the occasion Iof the thirteenth 
session of the Commission on Human Settlements, 

Recognising the importance of the Tokyo Declaration on Human Settlements 
and Development in mobilizing political support and will for higher priority 
for the settlements sector within the context of sustainable development, 

1. Takesnote of the decisions and recommendations made at the 
fifth meeting of the Global Parliamentarians on Habitat as annexed: 

2. RequeSts the Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements (Habitat) to extend support to the Conference of Global 
Parliamentarians on Human Settlements and Development to be held in Canada to 
the extent that voluntary contributions are made available for that purpose. 

ANNEX 

REPORT OF THE FIFTH MEETING OF THE GLOBAL PARLIAMENTARIANS 
ON HABITAT 

HARAHE, 30 APRIL TO 1 MAY 1991 

The fifth meeting of the Global Parliamentarians was held on 30 April and 
1 May 1991 at Harare during the course of the thirteenth session of the 
Commission on Human Settlements. 

Senaf or T. Naknnishj, Chairman of the Global Parliamentarians on Habit:at, 
opened the meetinq and t hc Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for 
Human Set~tlernents (Habi t-,+t.) m;ule ~3 statrment. 

;’ 2 



2. In her opening remarks, the Chairm.cn hiqtil igllt ed the 101 I> 01 
Parliamentarians and drew particular attention to the ct it.ical liukagcss 

between the natural and living envi I onments. 

3. Parljamentarians who al-tended the mcetinq pl’ovirlc~d inI 01 Itl‘it ion ,ibc>rrt the 
establishment of National Parliamerltari~ln G~OII~IS or i’nmmiti ees on ilabit i\t. in 
their countries, as called for by the Tokyo I)ecld~ati~n. 

4 . It was felt that future meetings should br based on sc~l<~c-t rti topics, SUCh 

as land and legislation, among others. based on a t-hcmc~. l’he dj srussions 
should also deal with political aspect.s ot the yrnblc>m. 

5. The importance of the disseminat.ion ot inf 01 mat.ion on lttyislal. ion and the 

exchange of experiences among Parliamentarians was also s!-resscad. In this 
connection, the meeting felt that the United Nations Centre for Human 
Settlements (Habitat) serial publications might be US(~(I to Pxchanqc 
information. 

b. The meeting endorsed the view that more dwelli~~ys should be built., which 
would raise the level of living comfort. f61- the p+‘ol lr and wr~ultl rt’c,>tr a 
living environment in human settlements adequate tot human beings, and that 
appropriate measures should be taken in that diI,ection. 

I. The Parliamentarians at the meeting accepted the of iel al 1 he Canadian 
Parliamentarians to host the next Globdl l’X~r~iarnont ar ian Conleretlce at 
Vancouver, B.C., Canada, in March 1992, and extended it.:; “p])~f”‘iiit ion to the 
Canadian Par 1 iamentar ians . 

8. The meeting unanimously endorsed the continuat ion of t.he chai I-m,rn:+h i p of 

Senator T. Nakanishi, and agreed to defer the es1 dhl ihhmenl~ of d hurcau to t.hca 
next meeting. 



13/b. Iious iny coritiit ions 0T tIle_E_'_Jl_eS~ti.nLan_peopl_e__intt:e 
occupied territories* 

Recalling the releviiut Genc,r-A Assembly resolutions on the Question of 
Palestine, in par titular, resoluticn 42/19@ dated 11 December 1987 on the 
living conditions of the Palestinien people in the occupied Palestinian 
territories, 

Hecallinq also General Assembly resolution 401120 dated 17 December 1985 
concernirty the provision 01 assistance t-o the Palestinian people, 

Recalling also Security Council resolution 40511980 and the remaining 
United Natio. s resolutions chal view the Israeli settlement policies as 
illegitimate and a sel,ious obstacle tar the peace process, 

Noting-with satisfaction the report of the Executive Director on housing 
requirements for the Palest.inian people, p/ 

1. Reiferates its resolution 12111 of 2 May 1989, and requests the 
Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements 

(Habitat) to intensify elforts to follow up t.bose paragraphs of the resolution 
that have not been implemented yet and submit a report to the Commission at 
its fourteenth session: 

* Adopted by 21 votps to 1, with 15 absentions. 

In favour: Bangladesh, Botswana, Braa:l, 13urundi. Byelorussian Soviet 
Socialist Republic, (China, Eyypt, Finland, India, Indonesia, 
Iran (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, Mexico, 
NiycAria, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Tunisia, Turkey, United Republic 
of Tanzania. 

Against: United States of America. 

Abstaining: Canada, J)enmark, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, 
Japan, Lesotho, Malawi. Netherlands, Norway, Romania, Union 
of Soviet Sw:i,ilist Republics, United Kingdom of Great 
E%riLain ~ntl Northern Ireland. 

Absent.: 

1” 11:;/r/1 i//l/A,i(l. I. 



2. coi>demrls the Israeli rr!us~~l tif the disp‘tlc), ot a f‘1c.t . fil\dinq 
mission from the United Nations Centre Lor Human Sett.lements (Habitat) to the 
occupied Palest inian terl itol ies to investigate the housing conditions of the 
Palestinian people, that had bc,erl ttudorscc! by the commission drlliw it.s 

twelfth session; 

3. Re-affirms the riglit ot the, I’illesl inian ptxople to iml)ltment its 
national shelter strategy within tile context of the Global St.rateqy for 
Shelter to the Year 2000: 

4. Cqn@em_ns strongly the continuation ot the establi shmer;t ot Isracll i 
settlements in the E’al.ct.,tinian territoriti:; ,lud the housing oi ncli settlers j 11 

them; 

5. Qquesbs the Secretary--Gene1 al, ill consultation with the Execut-ive 
Director and in cooperat..ioc with the Pdlest.ine Libcrat.ion Orclani 7at ion, to 

devise a plan for the implementdtior! of a shelter str.atcyy 101, the Palestinian 
people to the year 2000, as contained in the report of the Executive Direc:tol 
on the housing requirements 01 the Palestinian people, together with the 
provision of necessary Funds; 

6. Further requests tile Executive J)irector to repel-1 to t hf, Commi:;siorl 

on the implementation of this lesolut.ion at it.!; fourtc,cnt.h session. 

1317. Regional Training Centre on Humda Settiemcant.; 

The.-CQl~is.sj_on qn Human Settlements, 

Recalling its resolution 9/4 of 16 May 3986, rcquestinq the Executive 
Director of tht* United Nations Cc\ntre for Iluman Set.tlements (Habitat) to 
accelerate and finalizc the steps needed to establish a sJ>ecializetl regional 
training centre tar human settlement:; activities at Amman, 

Reca_lling cilso its request. to the Execut.ivc Direc1.o) to suhmil V.o t h(t 
Commission at its session in 1989 a f ul 1 report on what was iiCc'om}>l iskied in 
that regard. 



2. Also kcqltesl :; 1.11f: Executive Directo- to prepare a full. report on the 
imp1 t?mc:nt0tion of t.hi:; rc!solut.ion to he presented 1:o the Commission at its 
four t.f~t!nt.th session. 

8th plenary meeting 
H May 1991 

13/U. h:;:;i:;t.dnc.e t.o victims of apartheid in Af.rica 

The Commiss ion on Human Settlements. 

Krc<+l ling Cent:ral Assc~~bly resolution 36/80 oL 9 November 1981 on 
c.ooJJeral.ion l)ctwc!en the: Unit.ed N,it- ions and the Organization 01 African Unity, 
and General Assembly resolution 42123 of 20 November 1987 on the policies ot 
,jp,trt-.IicAit-i of the (:overnmcnt of South Alrica, 

Fur-thet L ecallitig it.:; resollltions 5/19 of ‘I May 19R2, b/l1 of 5 May 1983, 
‘//3 of’ 9 Mciy 19114, 8/1tl of 8 May 1985, 917 of 16 May 1986, lo/!5 of 
lb AJ’ril 19H’I. I l/l 1 it I2 AkIt il 1988 and 1213 of 2 May 19H9. 

Aw<lr-,! of I II,! d~!J’Ior.,\l)l,t living conditions to which Lhe majority 
~wl~ttl ‘~t.iclll i :I l>t!incJ sut) jcc:tcbd by the ‘ipartheid regime in South Africa, 

1. SLrurqly con~1l~n1:Ls t tica Pretoria apartheid regime for its policy of 
1 orr~f!d m<,ss r~wn~lvi~l of Kilt- AI r-ici:n populatzion f.rom their homes and the 
hardship cause<1 t.hereby throuyh the imprisonment of women and men opposing 
t lLC.Sf. rc~nwvd 1 s : 

2. C~mmcntl:; the Exctrut.ive Director of. the IJnited Nat.ions Centre for 
JIII;II,\IL :;ctl.t Ic!mc*nl.:; (Hd)i t-d11 ) t or t hr efforts made thus far in implementing 
(Ycmmlission rc~:ioLut.ic,ri:; 11111 <intl 12/3: 

3 . Comnwutls Sl.,rl.c?:; Imr?llll)er:; of t.he OrqarLj zation of African IJnity and all 
ot tlc~r ‘,lrpl)c)~~t i WJ mrmJwr :; of thrl int ~rnat.ional. com1nunit.y for their unswerving 
s,t;,,K,t 1 01 t hC! St 1’11q’j 1 ,’ qrrjc~it~st apat t.heid: 



6. Request-s the Executive Director to continue and intensity his 
efforts for the provision of increased technical training and other forms of 
assistance to victims of apartheid, pursuant to Commission resolutions 11111 
and 12/3. 

8th plenary meeting 
8 May 1991 

1319. Shelter-sector performance indicators 

The Commission on Human Settlements, 

RecalIinq General Assembly resolution 43/1Rl of 20 December 1988, in 
which the Assembly adopted the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000, 

Recalling ful-ther its resolution 12/I of 3 May 1989, in which the 
Commission requested the Executive Director- to prepare quidelincs for 
cost-efiective national monitoring of the progress towards realizing the goals 
of the Global Str,,tegy for Shelter to the Year 2000 and in which it urged all 
Governments gradually to set in place the monitoring system proposed, 

Having considered t.he substance and the findings oi the Thir-d 
International Shelter Conference held in W,fshington, D.C., in April 199-, 

&wgn>zing the creation of the ad hoc International Shelter Coalition at 
the First International Shelter Conference in 1984 and the Coalition’s 
objective to encourage the creation of regional shelter coalitions, 

Recognising further the contributions of nongi~vernmental organizations 
and of the Habitat International Coalition, 

&c_oqnizinq also that previous resolutions of the Commission as well as 
the Conclusions and Recommendations of the Third International Shelter 
Conference clearly reaffirm the importance of the Global Strategy for Shelter 
to the Year 2000, and the necessity for greater efforts on the part of 
Governments to establish enabling frameworks which can facilitate the 
efficient and equitable production of adequate housing for all, 

Qcoqnizinq further the importance of’ the ability objectively to quantify 
national progress relative to the goals of the Global Strategy f.or Shelter to 
the Year 2000 and the need to provide accurate and timely iniormation for 
efficient functioning 01 domestic housing markets as well as for effective 
allocation of the limited international assistance, 

1. Calls upon Member St-ates to make provi sion lor an early ini-reduction 
of a database jnformation system in I j rc with nat.iorral requj rement.:; and 
cond;tions with a view to facilitate Aec:isiorl-mirkiny. pliinning, 
implementat ion, monit.or incj, at>Fi c reat.i on of ,awarcnc+:;s ii:; rc~ll ii:; t 0 assist, 

research work t.o direct ilIld rcrtii 1 far.1 l.tif! housiriy irnfl inf I ii:;i r uct ure *,rocfJs:; 

fOCUSed t.<JWALd!; 1 tic’ GlOJlril $1 I iit “yy f Or St1t~lle, t 0 1 Iict Ytritr ZOO0 lo achieve 

shrlt.er for al-: by the year 2000: 



2. Reque-sts the Executirle Director of the United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements (Habitat), in conjunction with international organizations, 
and volunteering member countries, to complete the design of and test the 
internationally comparable set of appropriate key quantitative and 
policy-sensitive indicators currently under development by the Centre and the 
World Hank q/ which are designed to assist Governments in monitoring progress 
towards a well-functioning shelter sector in accordance with the objectives of 
the Glrbal Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000; 

3. RecromuJends that requesting Governments be provided technical and 
tinancial assistance in the collection and maintenance of data on the shelter 
indicators by the international community; 

4. Also-requests the Executive Director, to the extent that resources 
are made available, to develop and implement a database method for collection, 
analysis, maintenance and dissemination of the national indicator data on a 
biannual basis: 

5. Recommends that Governments prepare reports on progress towards 
meeting the objectives of the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000 
based 011 the initial set of the key quantitative and policy-sensitive 
indicators for presentation during the fourteenth session of the Commission; 

6. Recomme_nds~_&ls.o that at least one day of the fourteenth session of 
the Commission in 1993 under the agenda item on the Global Strategy for 
Shelter to the Year 2000 be devoted to a debate on "Monitoring the Global 
Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000", with the objective of examining the 
adequacy and appropriateness of the monitoring programme to produce national 
reports capable of measuring real progress in housing and reviewing the work 
programme of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat), to 
Ensure that adequate protessional, administrative and financial resources are 
available to maintain the monitoring programme at high standards; 

I. El'_urthe-rrequu-s&s the Executive Director to prepare a special report 
on "Monitoring the Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000" as part of his 
report to the Commission and in preparation for the debate: 

8. Encouraggs the creation of regional shelter coalitions which will 
sponsor and conduct preparatory meetings in 1994 of the public. private and 
non-governmental sectors organized in consultation with the ad hoc 
International Sllelter Coalition, the Habitat InternaCional Coalition and 
similar non-governmental bodies; 

9. Recommends also that one of the two themes of the fifteenth session 
ol the Commission in 1995 be "Review of national action to provide housing for 
all since Habitat: IJnited Nations Conference on Human Settlements held in 
1976", including steps to be taken in the final quinquennium of the centur-y to 
advance t.Jle g0;r.L of adequate housing for all by the year 2000. 

8th plenary meeting 
8 May 1991 
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13110. SheJ_ter. tar t.1~ population af i ertetl by extreme 11ow.1‘1 y 

The Commission pn Human S.ettlements, ____~_.~~. 

Reczlling Gener-al Assembly resolut.ion 44/228 of 22 Drcemtlcr lc)8V en1 it.lcd 
“United Nations Conference on Environment and I~evelopmcnt”, 

&c_alJjng 3119 decision l/28 of the Preparatory Committee for the United 

Nations Conference on Enviionmrnt and Development, which calls on the 
Commission to pay specific attention to tile agenda alid mandate of the 
Conference as given in General Assembly resolution 441228, with particular 
reference t.o the living and working environments o- 1 the poor in urban slums 
and rural areas, 

Noting the failure of the present policies to rater adeyuat.ely for the 
special circumstances 01 the group affected by extreme poverty -- the 
underemployed and the unemployed, marginalized il. not. excluded, irom the 
processes of production and consumption, 

p_ecogg-izi_ng that this group cont.inue:, LO increh;;e in numbc!rs in all 

countries, while the economic situation war-ldwide cont.inut’s to deter-i01 ,rte, 
thereby constraining national and intzernational et-tort-s t.o alleviate this 
critical problem, 

&u->ep~..k~g that the Global Strat.egy concept. of providj ng “shr,l tc>r f-or al 1 ” 
must. I mbrace this most disadvantaged section of hwunkind, 

II~~-c_9r_~e_r‘~ed at the widening gap bet ween the nec,d for shc>lte~ and t hc> 
growing inability of the world community to meet. that nccbd, 

_C_ogei.zn!lt of the negat.ive impact. of unplanned, inadcyuat.t?, ovcbrcrowded 
and con-exist.ent shelter on the environment, 

Acknowledging that Jiven the nature of its operal ion, the pl-ivate sector _--. --~ 
may only engage in non--profit making activities on a voluntary and 
community-service basis, 

Aware that t-hc> possible source ior funding solutions to this p~ohl~n musl 

involve all levels of Government, with the assistance of bilateral and 
multilateral agencies, and in cooperation w 1 th privat-.c--sec:f.or and 
non-governmental orqanizations, 

&are__~l.so that i.nvestment. in housing the victims of cxt r(mc povc: ty iz 
an investment in reducing I-csource allocations t.o ot.her :;OCiill arid economic 
problems such as crime, clct.er iorat ing heal t 11 St il~ltlil~itS and low ])rodllct ivi ‘.y, 

1. Decides to urge Government<. part.icu LarJy in devello~)inq count rie:;, 
to consider a reallocation of r<!sf, aces i3nti to explore: i nllOVilt i v(! f inane i nq 
mechanisms towards a 1 leviat.ion c~f the depl oralI1 e 1 tick of x1eylli-cl.c~ :,hel t.er f 0, 

marginal societal groups: 



3. Urge-s multilateral, bilateral and other funding agencies to adopt 
more favourable consideration to providing grant funds and, where appropriate, 
concessionary loans to assist developing countries to address this serious and 
urgent social problem; 

4. Urges Governments to introduce a mechanism to channel the vast 
labour resources available within the group of the critically poor towards 
useful contributions to the housing sector, including construction of their 
own shelter; 

5. &eq_uests the Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements (Habitat) to continue and intensify research into innovative 
least-cost. construction solutions, and new methods of finance mobilization 
towards shelter for the critically poor: 

6. Further requests the Executive Director within available resources 
to prepare a study in consultation with the International Labour Organisation, 
on the relationship between underemployment and unemployment and shelter 
provision, including integrated employment-linked shelter-delivery options, 
for submission to the fourteenth session of the Commission; 

7. Suqgests that the available findings and recommendations evolving 
from such a study be brought to the attention of the Preparatory Committee for 
the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in order to 
ensure consideration of this issue by Heads of States and Governments at that 
Conference. 

sth olenarv meeting 
8 May 1991 

13/11. The.d-evelopment of small and medium towns 

The_C_qmmi-ssion on Human Settlements -.------__I 

IWzallinq General Assembly resolution 43/181 of 20 December 1988 in which 
the Assembly adopted the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000, 

Conside~rinq the strategies adopted by many member countries to achieve 
the objectives of the Strategy, such as the supply of land, provision of 
infrastructure:, strengthening the institutional capacity (particularly the 
management capabilities of local authorities) creating conditions to prevent 
rapid migration to big cities and making rural and smaller town areas more 
attractive, 

Considering the need to promote the development of small and medium towns 
and rural centres in keeping with the requirement to relieve the housing, 
infrastructure, and migration issues in already congested big cities and to 
provide better infrastructure services and housing facilities in smaller urban 
centres to make them more attractive, 

: .  .  
n___--_ ._1- 
I,c~-u~II~II~-L:- iiroi. Gove1 runencs intensity ttleir ettorts to strengthen 

the management c ,pabili ties of local aut;horities with special emphasis at the 
lowest IevcI and in close cooperation, whenever possible, with local 



non-governmental organizativils, and that the United Nations Centre for Human 
Settlements (Habitat) in collaboration with the relevant agencies provide 
technical and financial assistance for this endeavour, to the extent that the 
resources are made available; 

2. Urqes Governments to promote preparation of medium- and long-term 
plans for tertiary- and secondary-,level urban centres in addition to bigger 
cities, according to a rational order with special focus on land utilization, 
infrastructure, services and housing; 

3. @~~~us&s the international community to the extent that resources 
are made available to the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements 
(Habitat) to assist Governments in achieving these objectives by way of 
financial and technical assistance: 

4. Urges the Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for Human 
Settlements (IIabitat) to report to the Commission on Human Settlements at its 
fourteenth session on the promotion and implementation of the recommendations 
of this resolution. 

The Commission on Huma~n>ettlements, -_ --.- _.-.-_-- 

Recallinq General Assembly resolution 43/181 of 20 December 1988 on the 
Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000, 

uca-lling also its resolutions 1115 of 11 April 1988 and 12/21 of 
2 May 1989, 

&cognizAg that energy is an essential component in meeting basic human 
needs, in stimulating and supporting economic growth and in enhancing the 
quality of life in human settlements, 

_F_u_r_~~~~...re_c.~g~~~i~g the importance of using available resources 
efficiently to promote the use of new and renewable sources of energy and 
energy efficiency, and the importance of improving coordination within the 
United Nations system with these objectives in mind, 

Noting that indiscriminate and poorly managed use of biomass as the main 
source of household energy is leading to environmental degradation as well as 
indoor air pollution causing illness, particularly dmong women and children, 
in rural subsistence societies and urban low-income settlement.s, 

Al,so~npting that, even where the household sector- has been the target of 
energy-saving policies, further suhstant.ial reduction of the use of ent!rcJy is 

possihle and essential, 



Aw3.q~ that, in order to increase the supply of shelter, it is essential 
to lower the energy intensity of building-material production world wide and 
to increase use of low-energy indigenous materials, while in order to reduce 
pollution it is essential to incre&e the use of recycled materials, including 
industrial and agricultural wastes, 

Obserw that the critical relationship between energy and human 
settlements has often been ignored in building-material production 
technologies and construction techniques, 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Executive Director 
of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) on use of energy 
by households, in construction and in production of building materials, with 
emphasis on the use of energy sources that are new and renewable and that 
minimize pollution problems; r/ 

2. Recommends that Governments should consider implementing the .___--.. - 
measures described in the report of the Executive Director; 

3. Emphasixes that sustainable development of human settlements can 
beet be achieved through rational, judicious and efficient use of energy by 
households, in construction and in production of building materials; 

4. Recommends also that wherever possible, _----- -.- Governments encourage the 
use of proven renewable technologies to become part of the mainstream of 
development planning: 

5. U-e. Governments to be responsive to the fact that women are the 
main end-users of energy at the household level, and that policies to improve 
energy efficiency must be based on an understanding of the users' attitudes, 
behaviour patterns and motivation for change: 

6. Galls upon Governments to encourage improving energy efficiency and 
pollution control by design of buildings and in building-materials production 
and construction industries, for example through increased use of low-energy 
materials and recycled and waste materials in construction, improvements in 
traditional energy-intensive building-material product.ion technologies and 
promotion of renewable-energy-based production technologies: 

7. Further recom~me.nds t.hat Governments provide necessary incentives to 
ennrgy-conservation programmes and investments and discourage wasteful 
polluting use of energy in the household, construction and production of 
building-materials sectors; 

8. Further urges Gove nments to promote appropriate standards, 
specifications and building regulations, according to each country's economic 
conditions to reduce energy consumption in the operation of buildings and to 
support clean, energy-efficient technologies in the household, construction 
and production of building-materials sectors: 

I‘/ IIS/C/J.3/‘/. 
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9. Calls upon the international community to support programmes of 
improvements in energy efficiency and pollution control in the household, 
construction and production of building-materials sectors, with emphasis on 
developing countries: 

10. &I. Yher recommen-ds that t.he United Nations Centre for Human ---_--. 
Settlements (Habitat) strengtilen conrdinatiou with relevant United Nations 
organisations, including the secretariat for the Committee on the Development 
and Utilisation of New and Renewable Sources of Energy, and appropriate 
intergovernmental organisations; 

11. Requests the Executive Director of the Unitr>d Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements (Habitat) to include in the work programme of the Centre the 
preparation of technical publications, background studies on marketability, 
profitability and consumer acceptance, and the organiaation of demonstration 
projects to pr-omote new and renewable sources of energy and energy-efficient 
and clean technologies in the household sector, in the production of building 
materials and in on-site construction operations in developing countries: 

12. Further awa_l_S to Governments and the international community to 
facilitate the establishment and operation of research, demonstration and 
information-dissemination organisations, to create awareness of and to 
disseminate the results of research on new and renewable and energy-efficient 
technologies in developing countries. 

The Commission on Hum=-Sgttlements, __-- 

Recall.inq Economic and Sccial Council resolution 199OIl.5 of 24 May 1990 
on "monitoring and review and appraisal of the implementation of the Naisohi 
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women", s/ 

Concerned at the delay in implementjng the Strategies, 

Aware of the need to adopt. urgent. measures t.o facilitate the 
impLementation of effective pr0grammc.s for the achievement of the object.ivas 
of the Strategies aiming at a full and equal participation ot women in the 
development process, 



Recal!ing General hssc?mbly resVlutic,n 43/iSl of 20 December 1988, which 
enhances women's participation in shelter and infrastructure management, as 
contributors and beneficiaries, while integrating women’s activities within 
all mainstream development. activities, 

Recoynjzicg the roic of women in shelter issues as a key component in the 
planning, implementation and monitoring of the Global Strategy for Shelter to 
the Year 2000 as adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 43/181, 

1. Urges Governments to identify the methods within s)lelter strategy 
dev alopment and implementation, that reveal and strengtherr the role of women 
in settlement and development: 

2. Requests the Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements (Habitat) to strengthen the role and comlJetence of the 
Centre in gender-sensitive shelter strategy development, aAd to increase its 
ef'lorts to provide support to Governments in this field; 

3. Further requests the Executive Director to review and develop a more 
comprehensive policy on Women in Development which ensures gender-sensitive 
methods in the total work programme and budget of all the divisions within the 
Centre, in a manner that relates gender-sensitivity training to specific 
technical aspects of the work of Professional staff mombers of the Centre; 

4. AIlso requests the Executive Director to manage the financial 
resources of the Centre so that there is adequate financial and administrative 
support to the Women in Development focal point of the Centre, within the 
resources already available: 

5. Invites Governments and the United Nations Centre for Human 
Settlements (habitdt) to develop a Closer ~30 peration with the Dabitat 
International Coalition Women and Shelter Network and similar non-governmental 
organizations at national, regional and international levels; 

6. &quests the Executive Director to report to the Commission on Humar, 
Settlements at its fourteenth session on the implementation of the 
rec!@mmendat ions contained in this resolution. 

8th plenaJ:y ~meeting 
8 .May -1991 



The Commun-ssion on Human Settlemen&, --~ 

Recalling its resolution 12118 of 2 May 1989 on the theme "Human 
settlements in relation to the concept of sustainable development" and the 
contribution of the Commission on Human Settlements to the preparations for a 
United Nations conference on environment and development in 1992, 

Welcoming the fact that a broad-based (high-level) intergovernmental --~- 
discussion and review of the crucial issues involved took place at The Hague, 
the Netherlands, from 5 to 9 November 1990, hosted by the Government of the 
Netherlands, 

Apmciative of the fact that 56 Member States of the United Nations 
attended the discussion and review held at The Hague and decided to propose 
several concrete actions in relation to the future work of the Commission on 
Human Settlements, as contained in annex II to the Statement of the Chairman 
of the Intergovernmental Meeting on Human Settlements and Sustainable 
Development, _t/ 

Aware that that annex contained the following proposals for future work ____-. 
of the Commission: 

A list of building materials and components be drawn up which are 
potentially environmentally harmful; 

An inventory be made of the research done by prominent research 
institutions worldwide in the field of human settlements and sustainable 
development: 

An analysis be made to assist Statts in their performance with regard to 
integrated life-cycle management, quality improvement, and efficiency in 
energy use in the field of housing. building and planning: 

An analysis be made of the environmental impact of activities of major 
firms involved in the production, import and export of building and 
construction materials and components: 

A selective evaluation be made of large-scale (new) settlement 
developments - particularly those supported by international funding as t.o 
their environmental sustainability: 

A study be made on the feasibi1it.y of establishing an intrrnat.ional 
system or network for exchange and tran:.fer of information and documentation 
on human settlements and sustainable development; 

t. 1 See IiS/C/13/R/Add.l. 



An inventory be made of training institutions for human settlements and 
sustainable development to facilitate the training of personnel for 
settlements management. in al I regions: 

1. Kequests t.hc? Executive Director of the IJnited Nations Centre for 
Human Set.tlements (Habi\:at) to implement the above proposals, to the ext.ent 
that resources are being made available and in cooperation with the Executive 
Director of t-he United Nations Environment Programme and other relevant United 
Nations bodies and orgarrLzations, as may he appropriate, and lurther- req11est.s 
the Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements 
(Habitat) to report on progress to the Commission on Human Settlements at iLs 
fourteenth session, while making information available and circulating it. to 
Governments in a report. by 30 April 1992, on the understanding that the 
proposal that an analysis be made of the environmental impact of- activities OK 
major films involved in it.s production, import and export of building and 
construction materials be broadened to cover an analysis of the environmental 
impact of the entire building and construction industry; 

2. Appeals 1.0 Governments to assist in the implementation 01 the 
proposals by providing t.he necessary resources, in cash and/or in kind. 

8th plenary meet.ing 
a May 1991 

13/15. Coordipation matters 

The Commission on Hum~in Settlements, 

Recalling its resolut ions 1017, of 16 May 1987, and 12119, of 2 May 1989, 
on coordination and coopet-ation with agencies and organizations within the 
United Nations syst.em, 

HecaIling also its re:;olut.ion 10/3, of 16 April 1987, on C!OOpel~iltiOrl wit:h 

the United Nations Environment Programme, 

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 341114, of 
14 Dcccmbet 1979, on c:oot~~ clt.ion with intergovc!rnment.al organixat.jons out side 

the Unit-cd Nat ions systc?m, 

Redring in mind t.hat the role and functioning of the United Nat.i oris 
system in t.he f.ielci of (lrlvi ronment. ,+nd development will be reviewed <It. the 
IJnitcd Nirt.ions Conlr~ enct? on Ilnvironmenl. and Development. wit.h d vicxw to 
furt.her tarihdnc iny co”rcI inat. ion ;~nd coopcr<it. ion on envi ronment. and dc:velopment 
issut!s, 

i. lI!;;l’/ !  .</ 14 :,,!<I, ,I , 



system, v/ on cooperat.ion with intergovernment al organizat.ions outside the 
United Nations system, and non-governmental organizations, w/ as well as the 
joint. progress report nl the Executive Directors 01 the United Nations Centre 
for Human Settlements (Hahi t.at) and of the United Nations Environment 
Proqrammc>, x/ 

Welcoming thr substantial expansion of coopc*rat ion bet wecln the United 
Nations Cent-l-e for Human Set.tlements (Habitat) and other o~gdnizations within 
the United Nat ions system, in particular within the context. of the Global 
Strateyy for Shrlter to the Year 2000, 

Noting with satisf act-ion the development 01. new illi e’- ncjency cooper ative 
programmes in the fields of urban management, environmental llcalth, disasters, 
energy and information systems, 

Alsq noting the signif.icnnt cont.ribut.ions made by the IJnit.cd Nations 
Cent-r-c for Human Settlements (Habitat) to the work of other- organizations in 
the United Nations system and intergovernmental bodies in relation to the 
International Development Strategy for the Fourth United Nations International 
Development Decade, to the preparatory work of the United Nations Conference 
on Environment and Development, to the Internat.ional Decade for Nat.ural 
Disaster Reduction, and the World Health Organization’s Commission on Health 
and Environment through the work of its Urbanization Panel, 

ExpresS_ing satisfaction with plogress on coordination as described in the 
reports of the Executive Director, especially in the areas of national 
policies and strategies, and settlement management., with particular- emphasis 
on urban management and infrastructure, 

1. welcomes the increasing cooperations between the United Nations 
Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) and the I'.lited Nations Environment 
Programme in four established areas and within system-wide efforts of the 
United Nations and requests the Executive Director of the United Nations 
Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) to continue and intensify this 
cooperation: 

2. Welco!es also the initiative of the Executive Director of the United 
Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) in launching the Sustainable 
Cities Programme which can serve as a vehicle for further enhancing 
inter-.agency cooperation; 

3. Decides that coordination and cooperat.ion s~lould cant inue and be 
further improved in the areas decided on by the r:ommission at. its twelfth 
session and in addition should consider the following coml)lcment~ry areas: 

V/ 1is/c/71/12. 

w/ 11:,/r/ l.i/ 1.4. 
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(a) Energy. with particular emphasis on programmes for energy-efficient 
human settlements; 

(b) Transport, with particular emphasis on energy-efficient and 
environmentally sensitive urban transport: 

(c) Natural and man-made disasters; 

4. Keqgest~ the Executive Director to submit the text of the present. 
resolution together with the relevant parts of the report of the Executive 
Director on the conclusions and recommendations of the Committee on Programme 
and Coordination, at its thirty-first session, as the Commission's response to 
the Committee's recommendations on coordination matters at its thirteenth 
session and its decision regarding new complementary areas for cooperation 
among the organizations of the United Nations system in the human settlements 
field; 

5. Also reqg$sts the Executive Director to submit the text of the 
present resolution to the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conlerence 
on Environment and Development For appropriate action. 

Kecalling its resolution lo/15 of 16 April 1987 which, inter alia ----- --I calls 
for the creation of national shelter coalitions through which Governments may 
help to mobilize non-governmental resources in partnerships devoted to the 
provision, expansion and improvement elf shelter for all, with special 
attention to the problems confronting low-income families, 

Also recalli.ng resolution 431181 of 20 December 1988 by which the General 
Assembly adopted the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000 which states 
that "enabling policic!s, whereby the full potential and resources of all 
governmental and non-.governmental actors in the field of human settlement;? are 
utilized, must be at the heart of national and international efforts", 

Bearing in mind the growing recognition by Governments and international 
organizations that, for the achievement of development goals intensive 
cooperation between governmental and non-governmental sectors is essential, 

Desirous t.o extend t:his cooperal.ion to the internat-jo,rnl realm of human 
sett lenlent activities. 



Requests the Executive Director of the Jlnited Nations Centre for Hum,jn 
Settlements (Habitat) to examine thr possibilities ior convening a mret.ino of 
governmental, non-.govcrnmc~nt al and community -hasrd organi zdtions ’ 
representat.ives at which ,~I.J I a::pects, possibilities and modalities for 
increased intttl tnttional <Jovfrnmcnt /non- qover nmental cooperat.ion in the fielcl 

ot human settlemelits will be discussed, Provided addi t ion.%1 mean:; become 

avai lablc. 

8th plenary meet i ng 
8 May 1441 

13/17. Water and environment al sanit.ation in a human 
settlements cont.ext. 

The Commission on Human Settlemctnts, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 44/228 of 22 December 198Q cntit led 
“United Nations Conference on Envi ronnwnt and Develupmt~nt.“, which st.nted tl,;li 
among issues of major concern to the Conference were: 

(a) Protect.iorr of the quality and supply 01 1 r.eshwatcr resoui-ces: 

(h) Protection of human health ronditiour; and iml~rovcment of the quali t; 
of life: 

(c) Improvement, of the living and working environment of- the J~jor- in 

urban sltrms and rural areas; 

Noting the decision by the Preparator,y Committ.ce of the United Natious 
Conference on Environment and Development at its first. session to invite the 

Commission on Human Settlements t.o make a suhstantivc con: ribut.ion LO the 
Conference wit.h pi rtirular reference to the living and working conditions of 
t,he p0r.r in urban slums dnd rural areas, 

Noting also the decision by the Preparat.nry Committrc. at. i t.s second 
session to pay special attention to the protection of t.hc qua3 it.y and supJ!ly 
of freshwater resources, including, inter alia, t-he need to provide, on a 
sustainable basis, access to safe water- in suif icient. quant it irs and J,rope* 
sirnit-at ion for al 1, 

Taking into accol>nt. General Assembly resolution 451181 ai JJecemJ,cr 1900 
on the review and follow. up of the Iut.ern,*t.ional Drinking Wat.er Supply and 
Sanitation Decade, in which it was recognizcd that the 1990s will require an 
intensification of nat.ionnl cf fort-s and int c*rntit ion,+1 cooJ)t*rat iorr to J)rr,vjrJcb 
adequat e and safe drink i ng wat.er and s;lnjt.at.ioil for all 11y the end of t hr 
ccrlt:uk’y, 

? ‘I 



.vor.ing t.hc convening ot an international conference, at government expert 
IfFJltl, on water and the environment, in January 1992, as part of the 
I~:P~~I;ILu~~ process for the United Nat.ions (Conference on Environment and 
I)f?VC lopwcnt , and the kind oflet of ihc Government of Ireland to host that 
cant l?Kence, ht~reir~~rt~er called t-he Dublin Conference, 

1. Keyue.-.t.s ihe Executive Ilirect.Jr of the United Nations Cerltre for 

IJum,*rl Sett-lements (Hal~it.at ) to take c\n act.ive part in the concerted and 
c.onsoli4ated erfort bv 1.1~ Unitcct Nations systnn. to elaborate an 
act iuu oriented outcome of t-he Dublin Conterence, in particular concerning the 
h.r,..,,,, :;::f t lcments and Utahan dimension of the international programmes and 
t~,lt.lo~~,~l <;ct ion plans; 

2. Kt~commrnirs th.lt a rn,2jor objective of national efforts and 
int.ernat1clnal cooparat.ion be the provision of safe water and envirorunental 
sarlit !t.ion f<)r *x11: 

Cd) ‘Vile vi ta1 import.,lnce oL rrat:~r as a fini.te and fragile resource; 

i c ) The co~~cept-s esttib; isht:d within the “Health for all Strategy if the 
WoI Id Hc.tlt h Or-g.3niz,*t.iorl, t.h(? Illtctnat Ional Dr inking Water Supply and 
Sal11 t.cltiorl lkcdde, and the New Delhi Statement.: 

(a) ‘rho G.1obal. St rat :‘gy t o1 Shelter f.o the Year 2000, with emphasis on 
t ht. enabl inq and piirtici;)at.c,;y ap]. rq.rach, including t.he integration of Ir.:bmeri 

drirl local and colrmunit y cJ Lo: t ,; 

(f> ) Commi 1 men+. hy t.hc! : -it ernationdl community to provide the resources 
r1f.*!,rlt!:3 I.0 at~~mcnl nilt.ionol eftort-.s t 0 a.chieve the objectives, including the 
I‘., I (. cf !  he !Init.ed Nations Jnd of the multilat.eral financial organizations 
sr1<*11 ,+s th? Wr,rId Hdnk dnd r-c:qinn.?l development banks; 

< . :ic-rJ~~c:il.s t.hct Executive Dircctcr to L:oopcbrate closely with other 
~,rtianiz;r+ ions of t.hct I1r.i ted N;lt.ions r;yst.c!m, in particular the World Health 
()UJd’r!iZ,lt I’ll, r.hr! lrn; t.t!d N‘lt vns I~evc?lopmc!nt Proqramme, the United Nations 
F:nv i rornr,cnt I’rogramme, tilcz llni t.c,rl N.ll- ions Ch; :.drcr!‘s Pund, the United Nations 
Popu 1 <qt ion ~‘lctlc.. arl;i I he Uni te;: N,+t i3ns Development r’und f(,r Women, i n 
P1.3J)u:‘dt i ,,(I ‘.116- 111&i t 6 61 N;tt i c:(l’, Cr:r!t I e fur Human Set-.t.! omenf.s (Habit.‘tt.) 
0’0t !  t i t?:i! ;:)trL. F (* t.!lfL 1)1:1? li n (:oni(.ron:-1%; 



. 

cl. Requests the Executive Director to give high priority in the work 

programme for 1992-1993 for the specific human sctt 1cmpnt.s and urban dimension 

of water and environment-al sanitation. 

1311s. Urban Mani3cjelllc*rlt Programme 

The Commission on Human Settlements, 

R.ecaliing t.he message from the Secretary-General of the tlnited Nations to 
the Commi: sion at the present session calling for a major et tort. to str rnyt.ln~n 
multilateral cooperation in order to resolve t-he urqcnt. problems facing the 

global society, 

Recalling also the statement. of the representat ivc of the 
Secretary-Goner-al t.o the Unit.ed Nations Confer-once on Environment and 
Development to thr: J)resont session urging proposals for act ion, 

Recogni zing that the United Nations Development F’r ogr .nnmc~/Wot Id 
Bank/United Nations Cent r e for Human Set t lement s (Habit at ) 111 ban Management 
Programme, as described in the report of ttu: Executive Director on 
coordination and cooperat.ion wit.h agencies and oryanizat.ions wit 11in t.ho ‘lni t (~(1 
Nations system, y/ deals with the issues of ef feet ive management of land, 
finance and administration, inf rastruct.ur (3, and the environment that ar’c 
pertinent to human settlements and development. and is beginning t-o focus i t.s 
efforts on building capacity at t-he r,at.ional and local lc~vcls, 

Recalling further the presentation by the represent at ive o! t.he llni ted 
Nations Development Programme, that the IJrban Management J’rogf amme wi 11 bo a 
major programme during the next five-year programming cycle, 

R-ecognizing .a1 so t.hat t:his vehicle for multi lat PI al cooperation j s 
supported by several members of the Commission, 

Recognising turt.her that several mc-mhc rs 01 t.he Commission are st.rongly 
interested in participating in the capacity-building phase of the J’r-ogr-;+mmc!, 

1. Requests that the IJni ted Nat.ions Cent.re for Humnn Sot t-lcment s 
(Habitat), in conjunction with its partners in t he tJrln+n Manaqcmont. ~‘I.CI~JJ.‘~IIII~I”, 
should arcel6~r ato the ,.vai lal)i 3 i t.y of its f i t :;t. Jlha:;c J’roducts (pal i c’y 
framework papers t~ools and tfi:;cllssion starjr>s paJ,t:r s) t 0 mc~mJ)cr s and dove: 1 oJ, 
mechanisms t-c, r( ,aond rapidly and rf foci ivcly to I ina clf~lnirrl~l for 1,;rr-t icilmt ion 
in the IJrbnn Management Programme and t hc! I ol at c!d Slr:,t.;tini~J,le Ci t ios I’r-ngr~~m~m~ 
capacity-hui lding a(‘tivities, involving whrrctvcr f c~;~:;ibl~ rc*lc*v;int 
non govcr nmont ii1 organi sat i on;i j II t hct J)I anni ng anti f~xc~f‘~lt ic,Ji of 1 i,c 1~' cqr ,t~wnc~: 



2. I&---s the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) to 
insure the irnorporation of women's perspectives in the planning, strategy and 
implementation of all levels in the Urban Management Programme; 

3. Recommends that member Governments extend and deepen partnership 
arrangements with the Urban Management Programme and utilise it as a mechanism 
for increasing collaboration and coordination in addressing the urgent issue 
of managing human settlements. 

8th plenary meeting 
8 May 1991 

13119. H_umnn.set.tlements and sustainable development 

TheCommission on Human .Sec?tle~r~ts, 

Recalling its resolution 12/18 of 2 May 1989 in which it: 

(a) Declared its readiness to take an active part in the preparations 
for a forthcoming United Nations conference on environment and development, 
particularly regarding the human settlements implications, including shelter 
provision and production, regional planning and the production and use of 
energy: 

(b) Recommended to the General Assembly that the critical role dnd 

contribution of human settlements and urbanisation to environmentally sound 
and sustainable development and the impact of human settlements and 
urbanisation upon the environment should be among the issues to be considered 
and addressed within the context of a United Nations conference on environment 
and development; 

(c) Expressed its conviction that the Global Strategy for Shelter to the 
Year 2000 represents an important part of the human settlements dimension of 
sustainable development; 

Recalgn~g also General Assembly resolution 441228 of 22 December 1989, 
entitled "United Nations Conference on Environment and Development", in which 
the Assembly affirmed that among :ssues of major concern to the Conference 
were: 

(a) Protection of the quality and supply of freshwater resources; 

(b) Protection of human health conditions and improvement of the quality 
of life; 

(c) Improvement of the living and working environment of the poor in 
urban slums and rural areas, through the eradication of poverty; 

Recalling furt~her dcci sion l/28 of the First !;ession of the Preparatory 
('ommi t.t.ec! of t.hc TJnj ted Nat.jons Conference on E:nvironment and Development in 
which t-he Commit t.eca invited the Commission on Human Settiemcnts to make a 
:;Iltr:;f irrlt ive rorlt 1 ibrltinn to the prepar atc~r-y process of t.he Conference, 



Aware that the Preparatory Committee of the Conference, on the basis of a 
decision taken at its second session, may discuss in the course of its third 
session, to be held in Geneva from 12 August to 16 September 1991, proposals 
related to human settlements for "Agenda 21", which will be adopted by the 
Conference, 

Drawing attention to the fact that poverty-related problems, which create 
a great risk of further negative impacts on shelter and infrastructure supply, 
as well as on environmental quality, require urgent action to improve the 
quality of life of the 1 billion disadvantaged people in the world, 
particularly in urban slums as well as in many rural areas, 

Noting with satisfaction the close working relationship established 
between the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) and the 
secretariat of the Conference on the above issues dnd the active participation 
of the Centre in the preparatory work of the Conference, 

Mindful of the definition of sustainable development, contained in -~ 
General Assembly resolution 421187 of 11 December 1987 on the report of the 
World Commission on Environment and Development, as "development which meets 
the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet theirs", 

Recoqnizing that urban environment and human settlements issues are 
inextricably linked to sustainable development and that global efforts must be 
made to build urban and human settlements management capacity through 
coordinated efforts, 

Noting with deep conc!ern the great. unprecedented, unpredicted and 
uncontrolled expansion of cities mainly in developing countries resulting in 
the growth of slums and squatter settlements, 

Notina also that rapid population growth constrains improvement of 
shelter, supportive infrastructure and health and sanitary conditions, 

Deeplv concerned also by the depletion of forests and trends towards 
desertification, and their negative impacts on human settlements, 

Concerned about the special poverty problems of women and the lack of 
opportunities for women to improve their own living and working conditions and 
environment, and to participate actively in decisions aboat development of 
settlements, 

Noting with conceg& the damage to the atmosphere caused largely by 
unsustainable transport patterns and inefficient energy use in human 
settlements especially in developed countries, largely due to the settlement 
structure and ineeficient transport, 

Further-&ware of the need for an increase in housing and inlrastructuro, 
based as far as possible on lccal resources, taking into, account the need to 
reduce addjtional strain on nature's carrying capacity by the use of natural 
resources as raw materials and enerav in the production of hi lding nmt.-ri;~Iv _. 
and in t11e construction, mai ntcnance and repair of bui 1 dings, 



1. ~ntlo~ ::es t.ht? reI~>~ 1. “People, Settlemen’.s, Environment and 
Developmt~nt.“, z/ including the sl.atement of the Oiairman of the Meeting on 
Suman Settlcmc*xit :: c~nd Sustaiilil1)l.e Development. held at The Hague in 
Noventlwr 1 !)QO, and t.11~ t.ticwe pa~wr on “The significance of human settlements 
and Chf! GlOb‘ll Si.r,3t.eqy tot Sht.lt-er to the Year 2000 to the concept of 

SUSt.;lini3bI e ~lC:Vt~l(~I>lfl<~nt., with speci,~l emphasis on the rt!lationship between 
economic devc~loprncnt., improving the livinq conditions of the poor, the 
management and I~lanning of human sett1emt~nt.s” aa/ and requc~sts the Executive 

I)ir-c:c:t.ut of t-he Ilnit ed Natiolis Centre for Human Sett laments (Habitat) to 
transmit. those cIot:un~crlts, as annexes t.o the present resolution, to the 
Sc!crt:t;il:-y- Gt!llf~I ii1 of Lhe Unit,ed Nations Con1 erence on Envi ronment and 

Ih?ve lopm”llt. a:; thtt Commission’s sub:;tant.ive contl-ibut.ion to the preparat.ory 

process of t.he Conlc~ cnce; 

2. ~~t~c:on~t~~et~~l:; t:Ilat. the preparatory process oi: tile Conference take into 

f 111 1 t:on:: irlor.at j on sltbstanti VC coctribution:; ot t.he United Nations Centre for 
IIU~I,I~I :itst.t. Ictnr+nt-.:; iilabii ‘+t. 1 rls (‘out ai nc*d above; 

3 . SI resses t11e iIIILwrt.dlIt:c of- tht: integrated aI)proach to human 
setI- !erwut.:; development. ,\nd mdridgemnrit atiopt.ed by t.ile Uni t.ed Nations Centre 
101 lIum,1n Sctt-.lemerlts (Ilabil:at) , through the combination of research, 
t r,\ining, t cg:hnic:,\l coopts at.ion and intormation; 

4. Af f i rm:: th<tt. a s\tst.ilj nahlc approach t.o human settlements development 
(:,\ll makt: ‘in import.ant cant- ri but-.ion t.o the arh.ievc?ment oL the goals of the 
IJnit.cd lliltions Conference on Environment and Development, through the 
improvenwrlt: of t.htt living dnd working environments of the urban and rural 
pool-, tht? pox.sible enhancement. of. employment and development opport.unities 
creal rd by properly planned and managed settlements and settlements systems, 

and the reduction of wclstc and pollution through appropriate policies on 
l~rrltl --resource management., water supply, sanit.ati.on and wastewater, solid 

WilS t.tt , f>ltCr-qy, t.I~,lcsporl anti ronstr-uct.ion-sector activities, and that 
theretore the issue of hum;\n settlements merits being dealt with as one of the 

components of “Aqenda 21” to be adopted by t.he Conference; 

5. Af! irms also that: human settlements relate Lo seven of the main 
issues cont.~lint!d i II General Assembly resolution 441228 list.ed bol.ow, and 
requests t ho Execut ive Dir-ect,or 1-o make further relevant technici~l 
cont:ributions to t.ht? preparatory process of the Conference, highlighting t,hose 
;tspect :i that- rn,+y requi t-e addir.ional financial resout-ccs to developing 
c:t>tlnt.r ies, focusntl on the following i ssces indicated below wj th their 
rt!:;pnc:t ivc! irdicdf.ivt* drirlot at.iorl:;: 

,? /’ !a(!!. 111; I’..‘1 !, I.l/h<lQl. 1. 

,.I :i::,,., , ;.,, 



non-motorised traffic and alternative and renewable sources of power-, the 
design of energy-e ficient buildings and the adoption of energy-saving heatinq 
and cooling so1utlL-z I , and the promotion of building-materials production and 
construction techniques requiring lower energy inputs; 

(b) protectionof--& gual_a.y and supply.of frcshwafer resources: 
achievement of an efticient and equitable utilisation oi ireshwater resources 
for human settlementSs, including quantity and quality evaluation, the 
promotion of a comprehensive approach to water-resource management, the 
adoption of water-conservation measures such as proper maintenance, upgrading 
and utilisation of existing facilities and wastewater recycling, appropriate 
pricing policies, and the enforcement of water-quality standards: 

(c) _Protecti-on of-the oceans-and cpastal areas: adoption of 
cost-etfective solutions to reduce land-based pollution from inland 
settlements; integrated approaches to coastal area managemcnC: and preventive 
measures to mitigate the impact-s of natural disasters, including the possible 
effects of sea-level rise; 

(d) Protection and management of~lapd~resources: promotion of 
inter-sectoral and integrated approaches to land-use management.; policies to 
prevent encroachment of ecologically fragile regions and stimulate emI)loyment 

generation and economic growth by encouraging the expansion of environmentally 
sound, non-.agricultural activities in rural regions and the development. of 
urban functions in secondary centres; and regularization and upgrading of 
low.-income settlements to improve environmental quality in such settlements 
and prevent resettlement in disaster-prone and hazardous locations; 

(e) ~vironmentally~ sound management of Eastes: adoption of sustainable --- 
approarhc:, to sanitation and wastewater management through the development and 
dissemination of innovative and affordable technologies in sanitary-waste and 
wastewater management; promotion of incentives to sanitation and wastewater 
prograrmnes through training, public education and research demonstrating the 
much higher costs of poor sanitation in terms of public health, efFiciency and 
productivity; adoption of sustainable approaches to solid-waste management 

including incentives for solid-waste reduction at source and waste recycling 
and re-use; and integration of solid-waste management programmes with other 
infrastructure programmes, such as water-supply, sanitation and drainage: 

(f) Jmxrovement of.&e~living and working environment of- the poor in 
~~ban_s3_u_m_s an-d.-rural areas: support to the adoption and implementation of 
national shelter strategies based on the principles of the Global Strategy for 
Shelter to the Year 2000 adopted by the General Assembly of the United 
Nations, the principal aim of which is to facilitate adequate shelter for all 
by the year 2000 through an "enabling appro‘3ch" 1.0 shelter development and 
improvement specifically geared to the needs and circumstances of the urban 
and rural poor; and strengthening of the planning iiril management. capabilities 
of all settlements in develol?ing the resources antf i he ci3pac:ity t.o satisfy the 
increasing demands Of growing J~OpU~aI.jOllS i.hl-Ollqh Jji3J.t jCipi!l ory and c!rIiih3 irq 

approaches, with I'dI 1.i c:lrlclr cm]~hii:;i 3 on t he cant rjI)ut io:l, I>;*rl i cpat.ion and 
Cmp"":~I'mCn: 0: vl\,,l,,l‘i ; 



(q) Prot.ect.ion 01 human health conditions: adoption of preventive 
approaches to sateyui;rding and enhancing human health in human settlements 
thr ouqh the improvement of shelter, infrastructure and services according to 
tht- CI iI.c:r i,j stated above; and adoption OF incentives for the production and 
use ol unharmful buildinq materials; 

6. Emphasizcss the importance of sustainable human settlements 
mdnacJomt:nt in achieving efficient eneryy use and in creating opportunities for 
the dllevidtion ot urban and rural poverty, and in promoting the development 
i111(l tr ~IIS:LC\I ot environmentally sound technology, on concessional terms for 
developi~iy countr-ies, in relation to the issues listed in paragraph 5 where 

‘+ppropri,3t e: 

‘I . Recommends that, wt1er1 the Preparatory Committee is considering it.s 
vdr1uus issues, it. shol trt consider the question of human settlements, as 
out lined iu par-,~qraphs 3 t-o 6 above, and that the documentation mentioned in 
l>drdgraph 1 tie tully ut.ilized and taken into account.; 

8. Becommerlds t.o the Preparatory Committee oi the Conference that in 

t.1~ prt!pr~l at.ion ot hgendd 21, to be adopted by the Conlerence, due attention 
1~ (Jivon Lo human sett.lement:; in all related issues: 

9 . Rerommcnds, in particular, that, as one component of human 
:;(~t~t.l~!mc!nts, Ayen& 21, to be 4opted by the Conference, include: 

(a) A costed and targeted capacity-building proyramme for the 
inlt’lernt~nt,it.ion of the Global Strat.egy for Shelter to the Year 2000. This 

~~rogr-;~mme should have a view to improvinq the living conditions of the poor in 
accot-dance with enabl in<J national shelter str itegies, and make special 
~cLcroncc to the development and transfer of know-how and other inputs for the 
clc:volopment of inst.itul ions, cominunity ,Jarticipation, empowerment of women, 
hous i nq f i nance svs t,ems , construction sector, land delivery and legislation 
and rtrqulat.ion: 

(b) A costed and targeted settlements management programme with special 
rcLcrcnce to man~iqeinent of water resources, solid and liquid wastes and 
1 ‘\nrl use inaiqemenk; 

10. lkqut?sts t.ho tCxncutive Director t.o continue, within the mandate of 
l.tle Centre and thr? resout-ces avai lablo. and in cooperation with Governments 
‘lnd lclcvant agencies to provide inputs to the secretariat of the United 
Ncct.ions Conference on Environment and Development. i.n the preparation of its 
ti:,crllnc?rlt.at.ion I.or the next sessions ot the Preparatory Committee of the 
roufc*rc!nc*c ,lnd it :i ot.tiel relevant. activities: 

11. Kt!commc?nds t.hat t.hc! import.dnt. and rl i st inct role of the human 
:;rtt t lr:mc~~t.:; ~~r~qranmes at the? u,*t~ional, reqional and global levels, as a 
I J <unc~wclrk 1 or drvc! 1 npmr‘nt, be st.ronq*.hencrl and expanded to include all aspects 
flf ill1 r*nv i 1 flIllll~‘Ilt.~rl I y :;011nt1 ,tnd su:;l.,li I?ithle apJ)rOaCh to hull~an Sett.lelnents, 

t <Ik i ~,CJ i 111 o ,~c’c*ol~rll t t;t> 1 f!!i, l t I :i (11 t.t1v I’onf (!l cll(‘C?: 



partici))atr in all clthcxr 1c~levant il(‘t ivil.itas ti:.:;(ici,*tc,d with tlit~ lllritc*tl 
Nations Conlerence on Bnvi rnnmrnt. and Devc-lopmpnt , inc: 1 udintJ, i III t.1 ;11 i,+, t IIP 
International Con1 erence on Wirt.er and the Envi ronmcnt., to bt~ held in Ih~bl ill in 
January 1992: 

14. St.ronyly urgp:; the P;xec:utive Director iiS wel 1 as ~~~~Ve1~11111c~111.5 and 
international. orqanizat.ions in thei I‘ national and local WOI k on human 
settlements and envir.orlnlent..~l mattcl s. in accord,3nccA wit11 thta Global St I at.ccly 
lor Shelter. t.o I nkt. fully into ac-roltnt the nerds o! tht> pool in urban slums 
and I ural a~.eas ancl cspcciitl ly t ht. nt!c.tls 01 won,,‘,, l~t~atlcd houst*ho J ds : 

15. ApI)eals Lo c;ovtxrlunt*nt t o hu)‘)‘or.t- thch Ext,c.ut ivc, lli 1 c’r.1 or- in t 11c’ ~l)ovt~ 
initiatives; 

16. Furt.hrr a~,pc~a71 :; t 0 Gnvf~rrlmf~nt 5 t 0 i ,,r,,* pol~iit CA t hr a~‘p’oat~il t 0 human 
sett lements and sustai nablr dt~vt~lopmerlt., as oul 1 incsd in t lie prestan1 

resolut.ion, in their- respective inputs and, i 1 possiblta, in t.tlei I- n‘lt iona I 
reports t.o the prrparat.oly process of the Conference and to t.hcb Conies enc.<* 
itself: 

17. Draws the at tent.ion ol Govc!rnmc~nt,s and I rlevant or-qanizat ions to tI:ta 
great potenti al avbi lab1 t? f 01 devclo)~mt~nt and imp1 ovemci~t of t ht. cslrvi ronment 
in many countries, through 51 renql Ilc+~lc~tl )>a~ t ic,ipat ion of womt~n at al 1 lc~vt~l s 
of t,le decision-makinq procc-r,ses and manaqcment. conct!x-ninq human sc*tt lrment 
developments; 

18. Al so r’crommerrds t.h,\t. Governments tmphnsi %P in t.hc?i r human 
settlements work thca exchanqr~ of experience, ))cx-sonnel and mat.ctri,il:; with 
other countries, and partsicul,~rly among developing count 1 ic:;; 

19. AL)peals to Govcrnment.s in count-1 ies with cnvi ronmental ly anti 

physically unsust.ainablc url!dn t ,-an:;)lol t pat.f.el ns I.0 dt~vclop su:;t.ainablc~ 
patterns, taking into account t h,+t. jrnl>l ovrd oryalij %at ion of ijlt.t.1 11~1 ivc 

transport and adapt-.<+t.ion 01 thf* ut ban St r uctur ta could rant 1’ibut.c: t 0 rc~tlnt- in9 
the emission of t.oxic and qrccnllousc rjascs from moi.or -vehicle t.taff ic:; 



i3. Decisions 

13120. Second report. of thn Commis,ion on HLIIII+~ Settleme.qts 
to the Gt~neral Assembly on tlte implcmcri~;lfc~o~~~ of th5 

Global Str‘ltegy for Shelter to t11e Year 2000 

At. its 7th ~~lrnary meeting on 7 Mdy 1991, the Commission on Human 
Sett.lements, having considered the dldft, prepared by the ExecuLive Director 
of the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat), of the second 
report. of the Commission on Human Settlements to the General Assembly on the 
implcmcntdtion of thtx Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000, bh/ 
decided to incorporate into the clrafL the addit.ions and amendments submitted 
by delegations relating t.o tlleil respect.ive countries, and to submit the 
revised report t-.o thr? General Assembly at its forty-sixth session. 

13121. Work programme of t.he iJnited Nat;ions-Cent re 1 or Human 
Settlt~merits (Habitat) for the bicrlnium 1992 1993 

At its 7th plenary meeting on ‘I Mdy 1991, the Commission on Human 
Settlements, having considered the report of the ExecuLive Direct-or on the 
draf.L WOI k [jr-ogramme f-or the United Nations Centre lor Human Settlements 

(HabiLat) for the period 1992 1993, cc/ and noting that it was largely based 
on previous deci:. ions clnd recommendat. ions of the Commission and t.hat certain 
prngt-amme eltwwnt s rould rtot. bo changed because they were Lin~nced by 
nori-programmable funds, decided that: 

(a) The servicinq of the Commission, which in its entirety had been 
giver: hlyh priority in t.he tepor-t, could, in part, be moved t.o medium 
priority, on the under-stnnd.ing th.\t it would, in any cabe, be carried out at 
about the same volume and cost as foreseen in the draft work programme, and 
accordingly, the followirrg proyramme outputs should be moved from high to 
medi urn pr iorj ty: 

1.2(a)04, 1.2(a)07, 1.2(a)O9, 1.2(a)14, 1.2(a)l8, 

1.2(a)19, 2.2(b)Ol, 3.2(h)Ol, 4.2(b)Ol, 5.2(b)Ol, 

6.2(b)Ol, 7.2(b)Ol, e.?(b)Ol. 

(b) Certain programme outputs should be raisrci from medium priority to 
high priority, whcrct the Commission desired t.he activity LO be expanded if 
extra funds should become dvi\iLi\ble, as follows: 

5.3(lP)o1: E:f f ec!tivc?ncs:; of nat.ionaJ pal icies in provirlj ng funds for 
1~um,~11 set 1.1emc*nl.s (‘rddinq ill t II(! t it 1 (f, ” i nc I udi nq J,r iccl and di st r-i but ional 
I1~Slll t s”) : 



6.3 (b) 03 (with somewhat chanqctl t it le and cnnt c-nt ) : Low c,ost wat cr ,cntl 
sanitation technology and management; 

G.3(b)06: Application oi biomass-entlrqy tecllnnloqic~s; 

6.5(b)Ol: Workshop on biomass t~~chnologl(~L;; 

8.3 (b)OJ (with somewhat changed t it 1th and con1 ent ) : Al)pr.~p~-iatc building 

materials and construction technology and t rrrnsfct~ mc:rlla;~i sms: 

8.4(a)Ol: Booklet OII small- scale, t cchnoloyicb:; lo*. ctlll:;l 1uc.t Ion:;; 

e.4(a)02: Fact sheets on small-scale t.echrloloqies tot conr,t ruct ion; 

8.4(d)Ol: Video films OII small-scale teclinoloqies fol bui ldinq 
materials: and 

8.5(b)02 (with somowh;~t. changc!d title and content.) : War kshop on 

appropriate building m<+t erials and const.ruction technology and transiel 
mechanisms: 

(c) TO the extent t.hnt t!xtrc+budgetary lunds bcac.,lme :~vaj Iable bryond whit1 

is necessary to expand the outputs 01 act ivititts mtbntioncd aho;rc~, t IlC 

Commission would want to see expansions UI new arf ivit ic*s on enerqy- s;lq,inq 
technology and low-.cost wat.tbr and sanitation, both under- subproqrammt, h, and 

transfer of technology on low-rost and environment,ally iavourable h11i ldincc 
materials and construction, in suhprogrammc 8: 

(d) The following outputs, given low priority in the report., should 1)~ 
given medium prior it.y; 

8.3(a)02, 8.3(a)03 and 8.3(.=1)04: Thrcxe issues 01 tile journ:rl of t ljr 
NeLdork of African Countries on Local Bui Idinq Matcbl ial and Technoloyic~:;; 

8.3(b)Ob: Natural- disaster reduc:tjon: 

(e) The follo*ling outputs, gi\perl medium priority in dorumerit IiS/C/l ?/A, 

should be qiven low priority: 

3.3(b)02: Two case s( udics on metropol if an manaqcnwni : 

3.4(d)02: Film on megaci t ie:;. 



At it.s 71-h plrn~try mccLinq on ‘I May 1191, the Commi ssiP;r on Human 
set ~.\emc!rlts decided to teqllest the Exrc-rltive Director ot the United Nations 
r+*rlt I th lot Human Set.t.1twctlt.s (Habitat) to communj cate his t eport. hh/ and the 
I f’p’t of the disct~ssions at i Ls t-hi rteerith scss i on on t:he comprehensive 
t ri~~,~rli,tl pal icy rrvifsu 01 opc?rClt ional ac,.ivitics tar df~velo;mwnt of the 

llni Led Nat. il,n:; syst em t o t he Di t-cc-t or Ct?nerdl f 01 I>vvc~lopmc~nt and 

Int t~rnat.itstlal Economir (*~loLwr’~it ion. 

1x/24. Themes for thr! tour-tecnth and future sessions 
of Che Commissior; 



fourteenth session", L/ decided to request the Executive Director of the 
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) to prepare the following 
two theme papers for the fourteenth session: (a) Improvement of municipal 
management; (b) Appropriate, intermediate, cost-effective building materials, 
technologies and transfer mechanisms for housing delivery, and to take up at 
its fifteenth session the theme "Land policies with emphasis on access and 
affordability to low-income groups". 

A.1 HS/C/13/15. 
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MESSAGE FPOM THE SECKETARY-GENERAL TO THE COMMISSION ON 
HUMAN SETTLWENTS AT 1TS TH'IHTEENTH SESSION 

It gives me great pleaSUre LO convoy my warm greetings to the 
distingllished delegates to the thirteenth session of the Commission on Human 
S~!'.%lernents LL . 

I wish to express my kppr-eciation to the Government of the Republic of 
Zimbabwe for hosting this important session of the Commission. I am 
particularly grateful to J1.Z. President Robert Mugabe for his support to the 
work of the Commission. His presence here today underlines his commitment to 
the realization of the objectives and goals of the Global Strategy for Shelter 
to the Year 2000. 

This session of the Commission on Human Settlements is taking place 
ncrainst a backdrop of chaqge and uncertainty in international economic 
r(:Jations. The ongoing process of transformation in Eastern Europe and the 
Soviei Unicn, moves towards greater- economic and political integration of 
Europe on1 the process of democratixation in many parts of the world are 
providing new hope for strcngtht*ned economic cooperation among nations. At 
the same t-ir 2, however, the problem cf external indebtedness in many 
developing jountrres and the slowing down of some of the ma:or economies are 
impeding the rovitalization an3 growth of the world economy. The problems for 
some of the doveloping countries have been further aggravated by the adverse 
impact of the Persian tiulf uLlr. Present circumstances call for a major effort 
to st renqthen mu.1 tiiatexal cooperation in order to resolve the urgent problems 
facing our global society. 

rn workina for economic drKi social progress and development, one of the 
central issues that has LO be addressed is to 2n;ure adequate living 
conditions for all. human being:.. This remains a daunting challelrge and will 
require nothing less thau a t ital commitment of effort and resources. 

The Commission h3s the wei.ghLy re.;ponsibility of coordinating the 
imaginative and practicaj approaches outlined in the Global Strategy fo: 
Shelter to the Year 2(!OG. In this connection, let me express my satisfaction 
at the report cf the Exe; utive Director of the United Nations Centre for Human 
Settlements (Habitat), Dr. Arcot Hamdchandran, which indicates that 
consider&le progress has been achieved in implementing the Strategy. I am 
also pleased to see +,ho c!ose cooperc>tion between the Commission on Human 
Settlements, t!ie Waited N;lt ions Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) and the 
Preparatory Committee for f-hn Conference on Environment and Development, which 
underlirles the essential 1 olt: Illat: human settlements play in the protection of 
t-he envi t orm~cnt <:nA the* achiovcment of ecnnomi c development and social 
progres:;. 



SUMMARIES OF STATEMENTS 

A. Statement by Mr.Fdqarrdo Santiago, on hnhalf ot the ---.-~ ~ 
Chairman off fhe~C~om!)i-smionon Human Settlements at 
its twelfth session _ ___-~ --~~-~ - 

Having explained the unavoidable absence of the Chairman of the 
Commission on Human Settlements at its twelfth session, Mr. Santiago stated 
that it was an honour for him to be in the beautiful city of Harare and 
expressed his conviction of the importance of the thirteenth session of the 
Commissi.on on Human Settlements for national Governments and for a more humane 
future for the whole world, providing that sustainable development led to 
economic and social progress for the people of today and also allowed for and 
provided the necessary foundations for the integrated development of 
generations to come. This should lead countries, as well as the world 
community as a whole, to ensure that their development efforts were fully 
respectful of the environment, reinforced human settlements, and led to 
orderly and balanced progress. Those goals should inspire the United Nations 
Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000. 

Ij. lna!Jgural- addr-e~ss by -the President of Zimhahwe 

In his inaugural address, the President of Zimbahwe, 
His Excellency Mr. Robert Mugabe, said that the Commission on Human 
Settlements had to live up to its obligations to assist countries and regions 
in improving human settlements and reaching the goal of the Global Strategy 
for Shelter to ensure shelter for all by the year 2000. He reminded the 
Commission that at the Eighth Conference of Heads of State and Government of 
the Non-Aligned Countries held at Harare in September 1986, the Heads of State 
and Government had, j.ni_nternalb, urged concerted efforts to improve shelter 
conditions. At the Conference of Foreign Ministers of Non-Aligned Countries 
held in Cyprus in September 1988, all Governments had been invited to adopt 
and implement national shelter strategies. 

President Mugabe recalled that the current session of the Commission 
coincided with the first phase of the Global Shelter St-.rategy, aimed at the 
formulation and design of national shelter strategies and new institutional 
arrangements. He expressed the hope that an open discussion would take place 
on the experience gained with a view to enter-in9 and starting the secor‘d 
phase, the introduction of new institutional arrangements and the 
strengthening of existing national programmes with renewed vigour. 

President Mugabe said that. the two special t.hemcs for the session 
illustrated the shift in emphasis from a sectoral approach to the provision 01 
shelter and human settlements within the concept 01 sust.ainahle development. 
It was imperative that human sett1ement.s he managed in a manner that. ensue ed 
optimum use of scarce resources. Sustainable development could only b(: 
achiouofi wit!! t.hp CL!?! yarticip=tiaz -f t.:;:. ----‘- :<,cca: ,” <‘,‘A’, ij’Jvrr r~wr:~~i h dlrri 

community orqanizations. lie exprcs:,c:d t 11~ hope that the sc.r,sion would t irke 
humanity to an era which aimed ,+t x~~tisty.n~~ c-nrrrnt necdr. without 
compr-omi sing t he r7hil: ty of f ut ur.1’ qc.n,‘r d! ir:n:. : 0 rn(~f~i, I III u, P rlf~c-rl:. . 



In his inaugural addrcss, Dr. Ar-cot Ramachandran, the Executive Director, 
notud tfaat. dcsflit c m nly laudable achievements throughout the century, one 
fundamental goal, assurijlg a decent living environment for every member of the 
human race, still eluded t!le international community. That was particularly 
visible in t.hc hum;u~ sctl.lcmcnt-s of the dcvcloping countries, where growing 
poverty, deplorable living and Ilousing conditions and increasing pollution 
were not only spoiling the environment, but also degrading the quality of life 
of their inhabitants. 

All that WJS jllustre:tive, the Executive Director noted, of growing 
pressures on human settlements, pressures which would test the talents and 
skills of policy makers in the cominq years. Addressing them successfully 
would not only determine the iuture of human settlements, but also, to a large 
degr-re, the prospect:. f~or national development as well. The pressures were 
fourfold, the Executive Director noted. First, the growing integration of the 
world economy, which produced pressures on settlements of all sizes to perform 
their tconomic and service functions accordinq to international standards of 
performance and etficiency; secondly, the rising expectations of the 
increasingly urban, better educated and overw)relminoly young current and 
future generations in the developing countries for better living and working 
conditions and for ilettor housing and services: thirdly, the need to balance 
the need f.or human settlements growth and economic development with the 
equally important need to preserve the environment and non-renewable 
resources: and, fourthly, the inevitability of continued urbanization, which 
would produce even greater demands ior shelter and services over the coming 
years. 

The Executive Director then suggested that the response to those 
pressures should be a greater emphasis on the human settlements sector in 
national policy-millring; th,? improvement of urban-.management capacity and the 
strengthening of local authorities: an enabling approach so that people could 
meet their shelter and other basic needs in a self-reliant manner: and a 
sustainable human development path which balanced needs for economic growth 
with the need to preserve the environment and natural resources. 

Policies to manage fast-growing urbanisation in developing countries 
would have to Ixbcome a priority of Governments and the international community 
alike. The urban population of the developing countries, which had been 
estimated at t-175 million in 1970, was expected to Reich nearly 2 hillion in 
the YPill- 2000, and approximately 4 billion by the year 2025. All human 
sott lemcnt s, tram rural centres to urban agglomerations, had to become the 
focus of ‘l :it.ratXgy, which would sctck to promut.t! both rural and urban 
clc~.wlopmcnt in an int Carol ,3i-fatl prc>yi ,m:me and within t.he framewovk cif national 
economic 1Jlarlni:q. 



D. Stafemenr~.by~t_h_e Executive Director of the llnited Nations 
Env4ronmen.t Programme 

The Assistant Executive Director of the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) delivered the address of Dr. Mostafa T,lba. In his addrcsy, 
the Executive Director described the cooperation h~~tween IJNEP and the United 
Nations Centre for Human Settlement (Habitat), and noted that th,lt cooperation 
had expanded in the past two years to cover a w!de variety of areas. The main 
theme in the thirteenth session of the Commission, "Human Settlements and 
Sustainable Development", had, he said, been a ccncern of UNEP since 1972. 

Sustainable settlements, the Executive Director stated, could no1 bc 

promoted independently of concerns for the natural environment. There was a 
need to integrate the planning and development of human settlements with the 
concern to protect the natural environment and to USC resources in a rational 
and sustainable manner. 

According to the Executive Director, there were two challenging tasks 
that UNEP and UNCHS (Habitat) were facing. The lirst. was to encourage the 
development of a partnership between the informal sector and local 
authorities, while the second was to promote settlements systems that were 
planned and managed in symbiosis with the natural resource base. The suJ>por-t 
of Governments to UNEP and UMCHS (Habitat) was crucial ii the challenge wds to 
be met and sustainable development achieved. 

E. Statement by-th_e_Sec.retary_~en~;al of the United Nation:: .___-- 
Conference~pn Envir_qnm_ent..and Development __--~- - 

The representative of the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED) noted that the importance of human settlements in the 
overall context of IJNCED goals was repeatedly stressed by many delegations at 
the April session of the Preparatory Committee. Humsn settlements issues wor(' 
closely related to UNCED goals because they also related to the need to use 
the modernising process created by rapid urbanisation and the utilisation oi 
scientific and technical knowledge to increase productivity and improve 
health. -While problems of unsustainability arose as rapid population qr~owth 
outstripped the pace of improvement of life-empowering conditions, the 
modernization aspect of the concentration of poPulations was an opportunity to 
provide an enabling environment for economic growth and services for 
acceptable living conditions. Among required lrew strategies were a more 
participatory approach to decision-making, new attitudes on the role of women, 
more credible use of land resources, the need to search for cost recovery, and 
the pricing of services at their real economic cost. Finally, a set.t.1ement.s 
strategy should set priorities on the basis of which t-o make faster proqres:; 
in reducing poverty. 

The Earth Summit would provide an opportunity t.o r-e&line the 
relationship between the human family and the environment.. II- would requi 1.o 
recommendations on how to effect. 2 shj f  t t Owilrd:; ii more sustairrabl~ IlUllli~Il 

settlements strategy, and on how UNCED could help in r,llCh ilT0d.s ii:; t11c 
r,-~ ,.a..- -.c:,... ,.c :stnr..-aCc.A nr,,-;r,nl., yuL‘,L'"‘. "L A&*cL-‘;l' ycIL. ...l....Vo.ll- shy! t:ey stir.;-'+ pniras t-116' 1. I facilil~a:~iclr~ CBI 

t .:hnology transfer, , rd the attopt.ion of c:ost recovery and ot hcsr m('a:;ur(':, 
..eeded ior- financially sustnjnal)le syst cm:,. 
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