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Letter dated 25 June 1979 from the Char& d’Affaires a.i. 
of the Permanent Mission of the Lao People’s Cenocratic ------ --.- _ ---- -.- _,_~~. 
Remblic to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary- .A-.---- ---.. 

General ,-__ 

In a stateinent dated 16 June 1979 transmitted to the Secretary--General of the 
'Uni.ted ifations and circulated to all Members of the Organization (A/34./327.- 
S/13407) ? the spokesman of the Ministry of Fore& Affairs of the People’s 
Republic of China deliberately referred in a hipihly tcndentious manner to persons 
.iuho have left Laos since 1975, the ti,‘re at which the Lao People’s Democr:itic 
Republic was founded. 

On instruction,s from qr Governllient 7 I am suthorizfd to provide thr fol.lowin(: 
clarification, which should make it possible to view the pro’blem in its proper 
con-text and, in particular, to unmask the rilalevolent intentions of the reactionary 
ruling; circle:: of Peking with re&ard to the Lao People’s Dcixocratic Republic j 
xghich is applying; with resF:ect to all countries and particularly the neighbouring; 
countries a policy of friendship, peace, independence and strict qwlity. 

Like all the Governnlents of the region, the Govermnent of the Lao People”s 
Democratic ikpubl.ic is not indifferent to the problems posed by the flow of 
refugees in South. ,Al:sst Asia, among ~~holn t11crc are soi71e tens of thousands from 
Laos j l:fith rqard to the latter, the Perlnanfnt rIission of tlhe Lao People’s 
De:nocratic liepublic considers that international opinion sho~uld be well inforlned~ 
as to their identity in order to determine in all fairness responsibility for 
their exodus 
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Lao refugees rrho are to be found exclusively in Thailand can be defined 
sccordini; to the follouin(; sewn categories. 

1 'Yhe first category is coinp"sed of persons ~~I110 held poiier under the former 
r6[;i3e and have been sentenced in absentia by the peop1e.s tribunals, persons 
found :;uilty by those same tribunals bui; released under an nmnesty, bullies and 
agents of imperialism r,!ho, having accomplished their evil missions of undermining 
and sabota;e :y;ains.t the Lao I'eople's Democratic Republic, are seeking refuee 
abroad in order to escape their jus~t punishment ; 

2. 'The s(?corrd. cate(;orl: is composed of profiteers and parasites belongin,? 
to ~the bourgeois " cmprador, milieux, big and small local 'bureaucrats, war lords 3 
u:~~scrupulous foreign businessmen, and people who ran brothels, o]Gum dens and 
ilnpor~t .export con~aniesi 

3. 'I'he third category is conr[~"sed of foreiplers of L:ino ~?:ictnamesc origin or 
i'rc!ii Han:, Kong 7 ':'airrsn Andy Tlleiland; these :peoplc ~, who cam in 181-(-e numbers 
(more thiin 100,000) to settle in Laos under the former r&i!,,? in order to 'cake 
advarha~!;e of the manna of "Anerican aid by cornerin{; the retail, wholesale and 
iin:lort~~~e.xl;or-t trade and d,o,ninatin,~ industrial activities j are ler.ving the 
country because they realize that they can no lon;:er make .t'lcsc scandalous profits; 

4 !?he fourth cate;;ory is conlmsed of forlmer 'climts o:C the feudal, 
colmiol and neo,. colonial rG:;inres) tie0 mercenaries of the 'iian~:nx soldiery: 

5. The fifth category is composed of persons having either a superficial or 
a real French or An{:;lo~..Saxon culture who feel that they cannel: !,ive up the French 
or American "way of life imported under the former r6,zime by colonialisu and 
later by neo-colonialimj and who have always felt themselves -to be forei&:ners 
in their om country i ,under both the former and tlw new &ines ; 

r 
0. The sixth category is conposed of peqle who live fran day to day, 

taking the line of least resistance, these retro(;rade elemnts. soue of them 
wit'nout any education, who have not mmted and do not want to adapt to the new 
conditions of a hard.-rmrkin~ socialist society and who have been frightened by 
the post--war economic difficulties (30 years of devastatincy viir, 3 million tons 
of bombs dropped all over the country; some 0' which are continuing to eqlodc 
and to cause many casualties, 700,OOC people to be reclassified, natural 
disasters durin,~; two consecutive years, 1977,.,197&, an econoinic b1ockad.e from 
~;ovi-~:~~ber 1975 to ~larch 1976; backward ac;riculture and cotta&? industries ruined 
by colonial and neo+colonisl practices _) factories sabota-ed Guriil;; the chance 
of &gii,ie etc.) are leaving; the countryi, lured by lyine propa,;anda ahout 
possibilities of settlement abro~& particularly in France and the United %&es 

7~ Finally, the sevrxth cntep;ory is composed of young people fron the 
towns and from the l,leo ethmc minorities; they are fleeing abroad for fear of 
heirq enlisted in the army foliowinfi an intensive campaign Of deception 
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concerning the Chinese invasion which eeents of the reactionary leading circles 
in Peking have been waging throue;hout the country for some time. 

II. Responsibility for the exodus -----__.-,.~ 

From the foregoing it is clear that the Government of the Lao People's 
Democratic I;cruidic, vlhich has %one everything it could to retain citizens who 
could 'be so useful in the reconstruction of the country, Laos beinE one of the 
countries which have a severe problem of underpopulation (3 million for an area 
of 236,000 krQ), cannot in any way whatever .be declared responsible for the 
difficulties now beinn encountered by persons rrho of their own volition have left 
.Laos, 01‘ for the manifold problems which they have caused for others. 

The socio-geological and demographic conditions in the Lao People's 
'7 Lemocratic Republic offer ntnple opportunities for all its citizens to live a 
decent life. The sense of humanitarianism? of the Lao leaders, together with 
their policy of clemency which they have adopted with regard to all their citizens, 
including those who have served in the ranks of colonialism and neo-colonialism, 
m-e well known to all, including our detractors. As proof, we need only recall 
that Laos underwent the chase of r&&e in 1975 without one drop of blood being, 
shed, in other words, in the most peaceful way9 which should be an example for 
our world so shaken by violence to follow. 

Nevertheless, despite all that we hwe just stated, certain elements of the 
population which have been seduced for 30 years by the colonialist and 
neo-colonialist xays of life and by the lying propaganda of the asents of 
icprialism and of the reactionary Chinese ruling circles have fled and are still 
fleeing; ignominiously from their country. Responsibility for this exodus 
unquestionably lies with the colonialists and neo--colonialists and the reactionary 
leading circles of Peking, the former of whom are engaged in repeated and brazen 
xtten?pts to destabilize our new r&he and the latter in incitement and deception 
col:lpounded by military threats and pressures along the Lao-Chinese frontier. 

I should be grateful if you would have this clarification circulated as an 
official document of the General Assenlbly, under item 11 of the prelirrrinery list, 
and of the Security Council. 

(Signed) Vithaya SOURINIIO 
Acting Permanent Representative of the Lao People's 

Democratic Republic to thr United Nations 


