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Perman~nt Mission of Pakistan to the United Nations addressed

to the Secrtary-Genera1

I have the honour to refer to the letter addressed to you nv the R~hul

representative (A/42/271-S/18845) in which hase1ess a11eQations have again heen
repeated that Pakistan is preventing the return of Afghan refugees. The falsehood
of theRe al1eqations ~nd their propaqandistic character is fu1lv exposed hv the
fact that Kabul has not respondeo to the offer that a ne1eQation of any relevant
United Nations agency or UNHCR could aAcertain from the Afqhan refugees in the
camps in Pakistan whether theY wish to return to their homes under the prevailing
Cir~lInll~tAnceA while their country is still under foreiqn military occupation. In
this connection, I would invite your attention to the Kahu1 representative's
letters (A/42/91-S/18612, A/42/117-8/18655, A/42/187-S/18763 and A/42/240-S/18823),
as well as our letters (A/42/161-S/18734, A/42/215-S/l8789 and A/42/274-S/18846).
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Instead of respondinq to this qenuine and concrete offer hv P~kistan, the
Kahul reqime has emharked on yet another patentlY hollow propaqand~ exercise. Tho
Afqhan refuqees will not countenance meetinqs with the representativps nf a puppet
reqimp whose brutal tyranny and repression have caused them to flee their homeland
in the first place. The Kahul reqime can only he deludinq itself if it helieves
that it can acquire respectahilitv, if not leqitimacv, throuqh such transparently
unro81istic proposals.

Such propaqanda cannot disql1ise the reality of the Afqhan situation as a
result of continuinq repression and the intensified militarv oper.ations undertakpn
hv the occupation forces to liquidate the Afqhan resistance. The Afqhans continue
to flee their tortured land. Some 7,000 to 8,000 Afqhan refuqees are enterinq
Pakistan every month. Our refuqee aqencies are findinq it difficult to cope with
this inflow. Despite the urqinq of UNHCR, our authorities have been unahle to
reqister the new ~rrivals or to set UP additional refuqee camps. The precarious
pliQht of these refuQees has ohliqed us to divert ever qrester resources for their
relief.

It is also an unfortunate fact that the Afqhan refuQees, wllo have left their
homes to escape persecution and reprisals, are not heinq spared from murderous
attacks even in the refuqee camps. These defenceless people have heen constantly
suhiected to brutal and merciless aerial bomhardment in their refuQP,e camps inside
Pakistan. Hundreds have lost their lives and many more have heen seriously
iniur@d. This is a flaqrant violation of the norms adopted bv the inte~national

~ommunitv for the protection of refuqees r besides transqressinq Pakistan's
sovereiqntv and territorial inteqrity.

Pakistan will co-operate fullv with the United Nations to ascertain the wishp~

of the Afqhan refuqees. We desire that the hrazen fahrications of thp Kahul r~qimp

should he fullY exposed hy an impartial survey. The Government of P~kistan AtandR
hy its offer to allow any d@leqation of the relevant United Nations aqencies and
UNHCR to conduct a survey to ascertain the wishes of the Afqhan refuqeea. Thp
Government of Pakistan would also be peepared to welcome any oeLeqation appnint~n

hv the Secretarv-General, comprisinq rp.pre~~ntative~ nf Mpmher Staten. ,1qreed
throuQh consultations, to visit the refuqee camps anrl to ascertain, thrnuqh direct
contact, the wishes of the refuq~es.

I reauest Your Excellencv to have thi~ letter circulated as a document nf the
General Assemblv, under items 31, 73, 131, 136 and 140 nf the preliminarv lint, and
of the Security Council.

(Siqned) Muhammad Nasser MIAN
Actinq P~rmanent Representative


