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1. The present repor~ la submitteo in accordance with General Assembly resolution
41/43 D of 2 December 1986 'm the question of convening an international peace
conference on the Middle E \t. The operative part of the resolution reads as
follows,

"The General Assembly,

11 ...
"l. Taken note with dppreciation of the reports ot the ~f.!Cretary-GeneralJ

"2. Determines that the question of Palestine is the core ot the
Arab-Israeli conflict in the Middle EastJ

"3. Reaffirms once aqain its endorsement of the call for conveninq the
International Peace Conference on the Middle East in conformit~ with the
provisions of the resolution 38/58 CJ

"4. Stresses the II 'lent need for adcHtional concr~te and constructive
efforts hy all Governments in order to convene the Conference without further
delaYJ
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"5. EndorseR the call for settinq up a preparatory committee, within the
tramework of the Security Council, with the participation of the permanent
members ot the Council, to take the necessary action to convene the Conference,

"6. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with the Security
Council, to continue his efforts with a view to conveninq the Conference and
to report thereon to the General Assambly not later than 15 M~V 1987,

"7. Decides to consider at its forty-second session the report of the
Secretary-General on the impl ementation of the pr esent resolution."

2. In accordance with the request contained in paraQraph 6 of the resolution,
consultations were held th the members of the Security Council individually
durinq the period from February to May 1987. The purpose of these consultations
was to determine their vi ews on the conveninq of the International Peace Conference
on the Middle ~ast aA callad for by the General Assembly. The consultations also
addressed the question of how such a conference should be prepared, with special
reference to the proposal for settinq up 0 preparatory committee, endors\~ in
paraqraph 5 of the resolution.

3. All members of the Securi ty Council wer e concerned about th e Midd le I!;ast
problem, and all expreseed support for a continuation of the Secretary-General's
efforts to brinq about a just and lasting peace in the Middle East. Moreover, in
contrast wi th the experi ence of recent years, none of th e Counci 1 members opposed
in principle the idea of an international conference under United Nations
auspices. It was clear, however, that wide differences still existed reqardinq the
form that a conference should take, It was also qenerally aqreed that the
positions of the parties themselves remained far apart on a number of issueo of
procedure and of substance but that in recent months there had been indications of
Qreater flexibility in attitudes towards the neqotiatinq process and that this
ohould be encouraqed.

4. The memberl:i of the Council also agreed that a conference would have to be
carefUlly prepared, but opinions were divided on the proposal for the establishment
of .:l formal pr eparatory commi ttee. Some members of the Council favour ed ear ly
establishment of such a committee, others opposed the proposal or felt that further
consultations would be required on this question and that the views ot tile parties
themselves would be of especial importance in this context.

5. ~ first round of consultations was also held with representatives aL the
parties, namely the Member States directly concerned - Egypt, Israel, Jordan,
Lebanon, and the Syrian Arab Republic - and the Palestine Liberation OrQanization.
These conSUltations, which were held in New York durinq March and April, were
exploratory, with the objective of ascertaininQ the positions of the parties on the
conveninq of the International Conference a~d of neekinq their views as to how it
should he prepared. All the parties showed interest in a settlement of the
conflict in the Middle East, and some viewed it as a matter of qreat urqency.
Aqain, views differed both on the form the ConferenCE- should take and on how it
should be prepared, but there appeared to be u qeneral readiness to considur
o~tions for an acceptable neqotiatinq tormula.
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6. While it is apparent from this first round of consultations that at present,
sUfficient aqreement does not exist to permit the convel,inq of the Ir.ternational
Conference as called for in reso1l1tion 41/43 0, I am determined to continue my
efforts to establish a process that will le~d to a just and lastinq peace in the
Middle East. I am encouraqed by the increased interest on the part of the
international community in the idea of a conference t'lat ~/ould be convened under
United Nations auspices on a basis acceptable to all. I am also encouraged by the
indications of greater flexibility on this issue amongst the parties, since
obviously their views are of crucial importance in this matter. At the same time,
it is evident that very deep d1.fferences remain between the parti es, and I do not
underestimate the difficulties involvtd ii'\ resolvinq those differences and in
creati nq aqreernent on procedur es that wi 11 permi t eff ecti ve neqoti ations to th e
satisfaction of all concerned. To this end, I intend, in th~ months to come, to
intensify my contacts with the parties, in order to tty to fi~d ways of bridqinq
the gaps between them.

7. Ever since I was first appointed Secretary-General, I have teen strongly
committed to the search for a comprehensive settlement of the ~idjle East problem
and I have been explorinq ways of achievinq such a settlement. Since I last
reported on this subject to the General Assembly and the Security Council
(1\/41/768-S/18427),. I have had the opportunity to meet a number of leaders from the
reqion, all of whom have encouraqen me to make a special effort to promote the
start of a neqotiating process that would lead to 3 just and dura~le peace i~ the
reqion. If these efforts are to prove successful, they will need the full f,upport
and understandinq not only of the parties but also of the Security Council, with
whose members I will continue to consult. I am convin~ed that it is my
responsibility as SecretarY-General to strenqthen the ~esolve of those who seek a
peaceful solution.

8. I will keep the General Assembly and security Cou"cil fully informed of my
continuinq efforts to make proqrees towards a just and lastinQ peace in the Midrlle
East.


