III. Resolutions adopted on the reports of the First Committee 83

2. Also notes with satisfaction that, consequent upon
the fulfilment of the conditions set out in article 5 of the
Convention, the Convention and the three Protocols an-
nexed thereto entered into force on 2 December 1983;

3. Urges all States that have not yet done so to exert
their best endeavours to become parties to the Convention
and the Protocols annexed thereto as early as possible, so
as ultimately to obtain universality of adherence;

4. Stresses that, under article 8 of the Convention, con-
ferences may be convened to consider amendments to the
Convention or any of the annexed Protocols, to consider
additional protocols relating to other categories of conven-
tional weapons not covered by the existing annexed Proto-
cols or to review the scope and operation of the Convention
and the Protocols annexed thereto and to consider any pro-
posal for amendments to the Convention or to the existing
Protocols and any proposals for additional protocols re-
lating to other categories of conventional weapons not
covered by the existing Protocols;

5. Notes, taking into account the nature of the Conven-
tion, the potential of the International Committee of the
Red Cross to consider questions pursuant to the Conven-
tion;

6. Regquests the Secretary-General as depositary of the
Convention and its three annexed Protocols to inform the
General Assembly from time to time of the state of adher-
ence to the Convention and its Protocols;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-seventh session the item entitled “Convention on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conven-
tional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively
Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects”.
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46/41. Question of Antarctica

A

The General Assembly,

Having considered the item entitled “Question of Ant-
arctica”,

Recalling its resolutions 38/77 of 15 December 1983,
39/152 of 17 December 1984, 40/156 A and B of 16 De-
cember 1985, 41/88 A and B of 4 December 1986, 42/46
A and B of 30 November 1987, 43/83 A and B of 7 De-
cember 1988, 44/124 A and B of 15 December 1989 and
45/78 A and B of 12 December 1990,

Recalling also the relevant paragraphs of the final docu-
ments adopted by the Ninth Conference of Heads of State
or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Bel-
grade from 4 to 7 September 1989,'” the second meeting
of States of the Zone of Peace and Cooperation of the
South Atlantic, held at Abuja from 25 to 29 June 1990,%7
the Nineteenth Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers,
held at Cairo from 31 July to 5 August 1990,%® and the
meeting of the Commonwealth Heads of Government, held
at Harare from 16 to 22 October 1991,%

Taking into account the debates on this item held since
its thirty-eighth session,

Reaffirming the principle that the international commu-
nity is entitled to information covering all aspects of Ant-

arctica and that the United Nations should be made the
repository for all such information in accordance with Gen-
eral Assembly resolutions 41/88 A, 42/46 B, 43/83 A,
44/124 B and 45/78 A,

Conscious of the particular significance of Antarctica to
the international community in terms, inter alia, of inter-
national peace and security, environment, its effects on
global climate conditions, economy and scientific research,

Conscious also of the interrelationship between Antarc-
tica and the physical, chemical and biological processes
that regulate the total Earth system,

Welcoming the increasing recognition of the significant
impact that Antarctica exerts on the global environment
and ecosystems and of the need for a comprehensive agree-
ment to be negotiated by the international community on
the protection and conservation of the Antarctic environ-
ment and its dependent and associated ecosystems,

Sharing the concern over the environmental degradation
of Antarctica and its impact on the global environment ex-
pressed at the first, second and third substantive sessions
of the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Con-
ference on Environment and Development,

Welcoming the increasing support, including by some
Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties, for the establishment
of Antarctica as a nature reserve or world park to ensure
the protection and conservation of its environment and its
dependent and associated ecosystems for the benefit of all
mankind,

Welcoming the signing of the Protocol on Environmental
Protection by the Antarctic Treaty parties on 3 October
1991 at Madrid, which among other things banned pros-
pecting and mining in and around Antarctica for the next
fifty years,

Welcoming also the ongoing trend in acknowledging the
need for internationally coordinated scientific research
stations in Antarctica in order to minimize unnecessary
duplication and logistical support facilities,

Welcoming further the increasing awareness of and in-
terest in Antarctica shown by the international community,
and convinced of the advantages to the whole of mankind
of a better knowledge of Antarctica,

Affirming its conviction that, in the interest of all man-
kind, Antarctica should continue for ever to be used exclu-
sively for peaceful purposes and that it should not become
the scene or object of international discord,

Reaffirming that the management and use of Antarctica
should be conducted in accordance with the purposes and
principles of the Charter of the United Nations and in the
interest of maintaining international peace and security and
of promoting international cooperation for the benefit of
mankind as a whole,

Convinced of the need to prevent or minimize any nega-
tive impact of human activity resulting from the large num-
ber of scientific stations and expeditions, including tour-
ism, in Antarctica on the environment and its dependent
and associated ecosystems,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
a United Nations—sponsored station in Antarctica’ and
decides to keep the matter under review;

2. Takes note also of the report of the Secretary-General
on the state of the environment in Antarctica,” and re-
quests the Secretary-General to monitor and gather infor-
mation within existing resources on the state of the envi-
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ronment in Antarctica and to submit an annual report to the
General Assembly;

3. Expresses its regret that, despite the numerous reso-
lutions adopted by the General Assembly, the Secretary-
General or his representative has not been invited to the
meetings of the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties, and
urges once again the Consultative Parties to invite the
Secretary-General or his representative to their future
meetings;

4. Reiterates its call upon the Antarctic Treaty Con-
sultative Parties to deposit information and documents
covering all aspects of Antarctica with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, and requests the Secretary-
General to submit a report on his evaluations thereof to the
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session;

5. Expresses its disappointment, while welcoming the
recent signing at Madrid of the Protocol on Environmental
Protection by the Antarctic Treaty parties, that the Protocol
was not negotiated with the full participation of the inter-
national community;

6. Expresses its concern that the Madrid Protocol on
Enviroamental Protection lacks the monitoring and imple-
mentation mechanisms to comply with the provisions of
the Protocol and has not taken into consideration the call
of the iniernational community to ban permanently pros-
pecting and mining in Antarctica;

7. Underlines its call that any move at drawing up an
international convention to establish a nature reserve or
world park in Antarctica and its dependent and associated
ecosystems must be negotiated with the full participation
of the international community;

8. Reaffirms the need to promote public awareness of
the importance of Antarctica to the ecosystem, and in this
regard requests the Secretary-General to explore the possi-
bility of providing the relevant materials on Antarctica
through the Department of Public Information of the Sec-
retariat;

9. Cualls upon the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties
to increase the level of cooperation and collaboration with
a view to reducing the number of scientific stations in Ant-
arctica;

10. Urges all members of the international community
to ensure that all activities in Antarctica are carried out
exclusively for the purpose of peaceful scientific investi-
gation and that all such activities will ensure the mainte-
nance of international peace and security and the protection
of the Antarctic environment and are for the benefit of all
mankind;

11. Urges all States Members of the United Nations to
cooperate with the Secretary-General and to continue con-
sultations on all aspects relating to Antarctica;

12.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-seventh session the item entitled “Question of Ant-
arctica”.
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B

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 43/83 B of 7 December 1988,
44/124 B of 15 December 1989 and 45/78 B of 12 Decem-
ber 1990,

Having considered the item entitled “Question of Ant-
arctica”,

Noting with regret that the apartheid minority regime of
South Africa, which has been suspended from participation
in the General Assembly of the United Nations, has con-
tinued to participate in the meetings of the Antarctic Treaty
Consultative Parties,

Recalling the resolution adopted by the Council of Min-
isters of the Organization of African Unity at its fiftieth
ordinary session, held at Addis Ababa from 17 to 22 July
1989

Recalling the relevant paragraphs of the final documents
adopted by the Ninth Conference of Heads of State or Gov-
ernment of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade from
4 to 7 September 1989,'?

Recalling also declaration AHG/Decl.4 (XXVII) on
South Africa adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State
and Government of the Organization of African Unity at
its twenty-seventh ordinary session, held at Abuja from
3 to 5 June 1991,

Recalling further that the Antarctic Treaty” is, by its
terms, intended to further the purposes and principles em-
bodied in the Charter of the United Nations,

Noting that the system of apartheid existing in South Af-
rica, which has been universally condemned, constitutes a
threat to regional and international peace and security,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;”

2. Views with concern the continuing participation of
the apartheid minority regime of South Africa in the meet-
ings of the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties;

3. Appeals once again to the Antarctic Treaty Consul-
tative Parties to take urgent measures to exclude the apart-
heid minority regime from participation in their meetings
at the earliest possible date until such time that the abhor-
rent system and practices of apartheid minority domination
are totally eliminated in South Africa;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report in
this regard to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh
session, taking into account the concern expressed in para-
graph 2 above;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its

forty-seventh session the item entitled “Question of Ant-
arctica”,
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46/42. Strengthening of security and cooperation in

the Mediterrancan region

The General Assembly,

Recalling its relevant resolutions, including its resolu-
tion 45/79 of 12 December 1990,

.Rec_zﬂirming the primary role of the Mediterranean coun-
tries in strengthening and promoting peace, security and
cooperation in the Mediterranean region,

Recognizing the efforts realized so far and the determi-
nation of the Mediterranean countries to intensify the pro-
cess of dialogue and consultations with the view to resolv-
ing the problems existing in the Mediterranean,

_ Expressing concern at the persistent tension and con-
tinuing military operations and activities in parts of the



