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REVIEW OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE
STRENGTHENING OF INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

I have the honour to transmit the text, in English and French, of a
Declaration of the European Council on the "Guidelines on the Recognition of

New States in Eastern Europe and in the Soviet Union", issued on
16 December 1991 (see annex).

I should be grateful if you would have the text of the present letter and

its annex circulated as a document of the General Assembly under agenda
item 68.

(Signed) Robert J. VAN SCHAIK
Ambassador
Permanent Representative
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In compliance with the European Council's request, Ministers have
assessed developments in Eastern Europe and in the laviet Union with a view co
elaborating an approack regarding relations with new States.

In this connection they have adopted the following guidelines on the
formal recognition of unew States in Eastern Europe and in the Soviet Union:

“The Community and its member States confirm their attachment to the
principles of the Helsinki Final Act and the Charter of Paris, in
particular the principle of self-determination. They affirm their
readiness to recognize, subject to the normal standards of interrational
practice and the political realities in each case, those new Statas
vhich, following the historic changes in the region, have constituted
themselves on a democratic basis, have accepted the appropriate
international obligations and have committed themselves in good faith to
a peaceful process and to negotiations.

Therefore, they adopt a common position on the process of
recognition of these new States, which requires:

Respect for the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations and the
commitments subscribed to in the Final Act of Helsinki and in the Charter
of Paris, especially with regard to the rule of law, democracy and human
rights;

Guarantees for the rights of ethnic and national groups and minorities in
accordance with the commitments subscribed to in the framework of the
CSCE;

Respect for the inviolability of all frontiers which can only be changed
by peaceful means and by common agreement;

Acceptance of all relevant commitments with regard to disarmament and
auclear non-proliferation as well as to security and regional stability;

Commitment to settle by agreement, including where appropriate by
recourse to arbitration, all questions concerning State succession and
regional disputes,

The Community and its member States will not recognize entities

which are the result of aggression. They would take account of the
effects of recognition on neighbouring States.
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